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Then ſure no fault impartial Satire knows, 
Kind ev'n in vengeance, kind to Virtue's foes, 
Whoſe is the crime, the ſcandal too be theirs; 
This Knave and Fool are their own Libellers. 
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'FTER waiting in anxious expedtation of his 

return till near midnight, he heard Mr. MDougal's 
_ voice below); and his friend not renting, he de , 
ſcended to enquire after him. 

Mr. Donald M' Dougal was much out bre * 
that ſettled ſmile, which had hitherto uſhered in 
his ſmooth dialect, was no more ſeen; his red eye 
brows were contracted, and his features were ſullen r 
and denoted him diſſatisfied. 5 Mf 

To Henry's ſalutations he fcarcely enki l 1 
his manner Was moody: and reſerved. To his re- 
peat ed "enquiries about Montgomery; he returned, = 
rude monoſyllables; and at length, when Henry, ina 
voice that teſtified both paſſion and concern, inſiſted 
on knowing where Montgomery was; | 
le neither knew nor defired to know; aby thing ' 

a boat him ; (wherever he was, he was a ſcoundrelʒ. 
> * Companion x was no * 0 
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2 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 
Henry Dellmore's temper would not bear with 


Character, or that of his friend; he was not con- 
ſcious of any one act, putting Lavinia Orthodox 
out of the queſtion, that could authorize any per- 
ſon living to atraign his principles; or ſtigmatize 
his fame; nor had he leſs faith in the honour and 
honeſty of his friend. 35 


cheeks, and trembling with rage. 5 
The Scotchman repeated the epithet, and in a 


Holcomb, meaſuring his length on the floor. 
The fallen hero roared out moſt manfully, and 
Mrs. M' Dougal, a lady we have not before intro- 


der-ground kitchen, to enquire the cauſe of the 
_ Outcry, _. | 5 Pa 

O, my dear, ſaid ſhe; and apon my ſhoul, ho- 
ney, this is what I cale traiting me very dirtily; to 


don't howl:ſo, my dear; where are ye hurt, and 
what the devil ails you, to ſtand ſtill and ſee your 
own ſelf knock*'d down after that faſhion, when am 


— 


alive? 


: * | * : 


# : 


chriſtian meekneſs, an inſult offered to his own 


Scoundrel | ſaid he, his colour mounting into his 


moment formed the ſecond edition of Billy 


duced to our readers, 1an up ſtairs, out of an un- 


come into an honeſt houſe, and kill my poor huſ- 
band, without giving me a raiſon for what. Arrah, 


ſhoore you're as good at that play as any woman 


This lady, I need not inform my readers, was 
Triſh ; her huſband they already know was a Bonny 
Scots mon. It was ſeldom that the loving pair hap- 
pened to be of one mind, although ſcarce a day paſt 
without violent arguments being made uſe ot by 
the huſband to convert his wife to his way of 
thinking; but that was between themſelves, and it 
is no uncommon thing in diſputes of that nature, 
to ſee the moſt enraged opponents unite ſorces a- 
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painſt any medler, who may be ſo officiouſly kind 


as to attempt parting them. 


Mrs. M'Dougal was violently angry at the ill 


treatment of her poor Donald, who either could not, 


or would not ſpeak. The wife, divided between 
her hopes and fears, ſet up an Iriſh how] that raiſ- 


ed the neighbourhood, and obliged Henry to ſtop 
his ears. As ſoon as a ſufficient number of people 
was collected, to prevent further violence, Mr, 
M'Dougal got up, and very compoſedly ordering 
the watch to be called, charged him with our 
hero, who being a ſtranger, and having no perſon 
to anſwer for his appearance, was carried to the 
watch-houſe, where he had an opportunity of 


witneſſing ſcenes that exceeded credibility ! Scenes, 


that diſgrace no other nation in the known world! 


Scenes, that, were it not from their familiarity, 
would draw tears of blood from every. maternal 


heart, and excite an aQuve. ſpirit of reformation in 


every man, who is honoured with the title of 


father! The nightly wanderer, the hardened 
mature. proſtitute, the cautious plunderer, him 
whoſe depredations call for the gailows, they are 
no longer the nightly thronging nuiſances of our 


ſtreets. A few of the firſt of this deſcription paſt - 
the watch-houſe-door, giving and receiving curſes . 
from the guardians of the night. Henry was ſnoek- 
ed, but not ſurpriſed at them; when his eyes be- 
held the clufters of unhouſed infancy, when girls, 
in whoſe faces no trace of womanhood was viſible, © 

when the voice of childhood was heard to ſolicit 


to vice, his heart ſunk within him. Oh ! for thou- 


ſands, cried he, to build a ſhelter for theſe infants ; 
to teach thoſe who have never learned, the an- 
ſcendent beauties of morality, and renew the me- 
mory of it in thoſe that have. Ah! were thoſe | 
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4 JUVENILE' INDISCRETIONS, 
charms created but to bud before they are eternal- 
ly blaſted! Thoſe ringlets, do they wave in 
that beautiful irregularity, to be devoured with filth 
and diſeaſe! Helpleſs wretches! Have ye mothers, 
and do they live? Have ye fathers, and are they 
preſerved from diſtraction ? The night was cold; 
three girls, the eldeſt not by her looks fourteen, 
drew towards the watch-houſe z out ſallied the 
conſtables. Ah, hurt them not, touch them not 


alas! alas! that ſo young as they are, I ſhould 
have to ſay, they once were innocent. To his 
Joyful ſurpriſe, one of the wretches advanced; ſhe 


permitted them to paſs on. In two minutes ano- 
ther ſtill younger creature drew near; again the 
night officers were alarmed. Fearful, ſhe ſtopped ; 


was inſtantly knocked down ! 


tance, but he was a priſoner. The poor girl lay 
without ſenſe or motion, till the men being alarm- 
ed; ſomewhat perhaps for her, and more for them- 


of: her head, which bled violently, and ſhe was ſo 


murgered. - 


—— 


ſor pity, cried our hero; conſider their youth: 
v hiſpered, and appeared to mollify the men, who 


ſhe had no powers to mollify them, as her ſiſters 
in iniquity and in ſorrow had done; ſhe ventured to 
hint at a tranſaQtion of the preceding night, and 


Henty trembled; he would have run to her aſſiſ- 


ſelves; as Henry denounced vengeance againſt them 
if ſhe Was murdered, took her up and poured ſome 
of the grand noſtrum, Enghſh gin, down her 
throat; in a few minutes it recovered her to 4 
ſenſe of her condition, ſhe wept, and complained ' 


weak and faint, that although they then ordered 
her to be gone, and ſhe ſeemed to exert her utmoſt 
flrengtk to obey them, ſhe could not ſtand; but 
ſinking on the ground, ſaid, ſhe believed ſhe was 


Henry | 
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JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 5 
Henry raed, he threatened ; he entreated them 
to take her into the watch-houſe; and ſend for a 
ſurgeon. A ſhilling to one of the men obtained 
the firſt part of his requeſt, but as to the ſecond, 
though they ſaw her head had a deep cus on it, 
and ſhe had again fainted away, that was im- 
- poſſible, | SN 
What, is there no medical man near? Do none 
of you know where to find a ſurgeon ? 
ine talking, ſaid the great man who was chief 
in command, ycleped the conſtable of the night; 
who is to pay him? 7 
Good heavens! would you let a fellow creature 
expire for want of aſſiſtance? | will pay him, be 
the expence what it may, ſaid Henry. And fine 
talking, the reader may ſay toe, when he is told 
three ſhillings and ſix pence were all the firength 
of his pocket, when he was delivered into the cuſ- 
tody of the watch. One of thoſe he bad given 
to two poor boys, who: ſtood ſhivering at the door, 
and proteſted they had not taſted bread that day; 
one was the price of the girl's admiſſion; fo that, 
according to this reckoning, there remained one 
ſhilling and ſixpence towards paying a furgeon for 
curing a broken head! i 1 
Vou will die rich, I believe, younker, ſaid the 
chief conſtable; but ſince you are ſo prodigal f 
pour money, that man will go for a ſurgeon if you 
pay him. | . 8 
c Him ! anſwered Henry, aſtoniſhed ; why, it was 
him that knocked the poor wretch downt tk 
Well, maſter, and I'll go as cheap as any body 
for ye, cried the man. | e 
Well talk not, but run. | „ 
The woman was now reviving, and in à lan- 
guage ſuitable to her juvenile looks, bemoaned her 
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ſituation. She wiſhed ſhe was dead, that ſhe did; 


ſhe had no comfort of her life ſhe was ſure ; ſhe 
had done black Tom no hurt, he need'nt have 


ly laſt night ſhe had given him half a guinea which 
a gentleman had given her, inſtead of ſix-pence, 
and he did nothing. but laugh at her; and fo ſhe 
thought, as ſhe had no money, he would not med- 
dle with her to-night, and ſhe only told him of it; 


her poor head; what ſhould ſhe do, it did ſo ach, 
and ſhe was ſo empty and ſo hungry ! 
Henry's heart dropped blood; his liberal hand 


his utter conſternation, on putting it into his 
pocket, he found it had been entirely cleared of its 


.., contents, being turned infide out; and, what was 
of more importance, his watch was gone. 
Compaſſion ſor the girl now gave way to con- 


*. _.cern on his own account; his grand reſource, in 


caſe of the worſt, was gone; he had not where- 


withal to pay the ſurgeon, who ſoon arrived, or to 
give the wretch who had called him, what he de- 
manded for his trouble. | 


the night; it was in vain he remarked, that no per- 


ſo-villainous a depredation, had been near him.— 
'The man was diſpoſed to take a nap ; he did not 


together; thoſe who played at bowls, muſt expect 
rubbers ; if people would aſſociate with w----s and 
Pickpockets, they muſt take it for their pains. And 


eut ; which, as Henry had no arguments to pre- 


| knocked her down; ſhe ſaid no harm to him; on- 


ſhe was ſure ſhe was not ſaucy to him, but; oh! 


would have adminiſtered his all to her relief, but to 


It was to no purpoſe he appealed to the officer of 


ſon but thoſe whoſe duty it was to protect him from 


chuſe to be diſturbed ; birds of a feather flocked 


then raiſing his voice, inſiſted on turning the wench 


vent, was ſoon done. The furgeon, who had 
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Come in great haſte, in hopes of being liberally paid, 


departed in as great wrath at his diſappointmentz _ 
for which, as the young man did not poſſeſs a fin- 


gle ſhilling, there was no remedy. He however, 


promiſed to meet them on the morrow, at the juſ- 
tice's; a man of his character and importance, was 


not to be trifled with: did Henry ſuppoſe a practi- 


tioner of credit, was to be called out on every pal- 


try occaſion ? He ſhould inſiſt on being paid. And 
with a ſignificant toſs of his head, he majeſtically 
walked off. The fame conviction, viz. that Hen- 


ry had no money, acted as an opiate on the whole 
poſſe comitatus, who coneeiving they had done 
hard duty that night, left the ſtreets to the vigt- 
lance of the houſe- breakers, and betook themſelves 
to ſnoring: DP | EE 


Our adyenturer was not in the leaſt diſpoſed to 


ſleep, after the horrid ſcenes he had witneſſed; 
his thoughts naturally reverted back to the occaſi- 
on that brought him into ſuch a ſituation, His 
"anxiety for the fate of a friend, who, he made no 
doubt, would have come to him if he had been at 
liberty, ſwallowed up every other conſideration. 
He formed a thouſand conjectures, each more diſ- 


treſſing than the laſt. The agitation of his mind, 


operated on his perſon; he took haſty ſtrides to 


and fro, without regarding objects. Happening 


to face the iron grate of the window, ſomething 
very white on the outſide rather ſtartled him; how. 
ever he advanced to it, and found, to his extreme 
ſurpriſe, it was the face of the girl who had been 
ſo ill uſed. She motioned to him, to keep ſilence; 
and when he was quite cloſe, in a low whiſper and 


voice that plainly ſpoke the utmoſt terror, leſt ſhe } 


hould be over-heard, bade him, when he came 
before the juſtice, be ſure to mention his Jes | 
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and charge Gunter, ſaid ſhe, the man in the 
brown coat, with having it. The moment ſhe 


He ſaw no poſſible reſource but in Mr. 
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JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 9 
and, as to money, that was ſtill more difficult to 
obtain than a friend. 

In thoſe bitter reffections, the horrid place where 
he then was, nor the anguiſh of the gniſerables for 
whom he had lately felt, were thought of; his 

ce up and down the watch-houſe quickened, and 
- was totally abſent, till rouſed into reſentful 
attention by the voice of Mr. Donald M*Dougal, 
who had entered the watch-houſe unperceived by 
him. He ſhook hands, in great ſhow of cordiality 
and friendſhip, with the Chief in Command, who 
teſtified no reſentment at having his reſt broken 
by a perſon who. ſeemed gy well known to 

the whole ſet. The liberality, indeed, with which 
he ordered a quantity of liquor for their general re- 
freſhment, called for, and obtained reſpeQ. 

After a low conference between the conſtable 
and his viſitor, the former advanced to our hero, 
and in a kind of loud whif per, thus addreſſed 


Voung gentleman, this here is a very bad of 


fair of yours; you have committed a violent af- - ; 


fault on an inhabitant of this here pariſh, whereof, 
the man'pays ſcot and lot, and you don't know the 
conſequence ; it may be the ruination of you, be- 
ſides coſting a power of money. and expoling your 
name in the news papers. 

Henry continued his walk, indignantiy ſilent. 
Qur juſtices, continued the man, are very ſtrict, 
deviliſh ſtrict; you will be committed, depend up- 
on that; ah, they'll never forgive an aſſault on a 
bouſckeeper ; ; and here, it ſeems you have no mo- 


ney; upon my ſoul | am very ſorry for you. Har- ; 
kee, in a lower voice, if I was you, I'd try to make 
it up, ee is a good - natured man z; Leere 
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ſay now, he might be prevailed upon to drop:the 
matter. : 8 8 
Still Henry obſerved a ſtubborn ſilence. The 
conſtable went on. | | 
Come, ſuppoſe now I try what I can do for. 
you ; you are a very young man; there is no 
doubt of your ruination, if you don't make the mat- 
ter up; though indeed I ſhall ſtand then as bad 
a chance as you do now by diſcharging you. But, 
hang it, I am too good natured : you'll fign a ge- 
neral releaſe, and PI] venture. ſhould grieve to ſee: 
ſuch a clever young man ſent to Bridewell to beat 
_ Mr. M'Dougal, this gentleman is very. 
0 1 —— | | ; | | 
That I did not break his bones, interrupted Hen» 
"Nay, nay, ened the conſtable, if you will be 
Tuined, you muſt. 5 . 
Ah, ſaid the Scotchman, it is weel for the youth, 
that the compaſſion of my ſoul is ſo much greater 
than his deſart; the chreſtean ſparat of doing gad 
for evil, is aw the comfort of my hert. I foregee 
ye lad, an ye can foregee yourſel. 5 
Henry was not ſo veid of penetration, but he 
could diſcover a ſtronger motive for the ehreſtean 
ſparat in his landlord, than the one he choſe to aſ- 
ſign. He plainly ſaw, that the detaining him 
would be a matter undeſired, and, perhaps, incon- 
venient to him; but as it was alſo a circumſtance 
that would not only involve him in a thouſand dif- 


himſelf, but prevent his gratifying his fervent deſire 
of ſearching after Montgomery, he calmly anfwer- 
ed that he could with great eaſe reconcile his acti- 
ons to his own feelings, but that however ſatisfied 
he was with himſelf, he did not deny, that he 
5 1 n 


ficulties, from which he had no means to extricate 
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| wiſhed to be free from fo troubleſome a confine- 
ment; and altho' it was, at this particular ſunc- 
ture, extremely inconvenient to him to be in dur- 
ance, yet he would not accept of liberty, or ſtir 
from where he then was, be the conſequence what 
it would, till he knew the fate of his friend. 
M Dougal proteſted, he knew not where Mont- 
gomery then was; that at his ewn requeſt, he had, 
good naturedly accompanied him to a houſe where 
there were gentlemen diverting themſelves with 
cards, and he believed there might be an E O ta- 
ble. But, ſaid the honeſt Scotchman, I gin your 
freend my company; he dinna Iuk on me as hes 
gourdian: wha ever. ſa Donald M Dougal himſel 
game ? Oh, troth, aw that I ded was to luk on, 
and the cheld cawd. me aw that was bade; but I 
forgee him. And now there es a letter for you at 
your lodgings that may. be fro him. 
Send- for. it immediately, cried Henry. By all 
means, anſwered the conſtable, winking at M' Dou- 
gal. Here, who will So on an errand for this gen- 
tlemann; 
Iwill, cried. black Tom, * the gentleman will 
pay me for calling the ſurgeon. Or I, ſays ano- 
ther, if I am paid before hand. Thoſe hints at his 
empty pocket were very well underſtood; from 
them there was no appeal: and the landlord: taking, 
advantage of his eagerneſs, produced à general re- 
leaſe, both for himſelf and his friend the conſtable, . 
22 Henry ſigned, and. was liberated immedi- 
' ately, 
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CHAPTER XXXU. 
4 ſecond 2288 of Maritime. Prudence. 


8 ſoon as he arrived at his apartment, having 


7 . 


than he expected, he eagerly opened the letter 
which lay for him on the table, and found it con» 
raed as follows ; $; | 


Dear Conway, : 


] have been a ſecond time fooled out t of every 
ſhilling. M'Dougal is a ſwindling raſcal, and con- 
['neQec with a ſet of villains who have cheated me, 
1 have drubbed two or three of them, and would 
have finiſhed with the decoy, had he not eſcaped. 

L have alfo broken the E O table to ſhivers ; but 
the ſatisfa ion will not pay our lodging, nor anſwer 


volve you in my misfortunes; I have one hope left, 
and but one. The chief of my family is juſt come 
to his title and eſtate; he bears a good character, 
and he maybe kinder to a ſecond couſin than his 
predeceſſor was to his firſt. I will make my way 
to him; if he relieves my misfortunes, and gets my 
| commiſſion confirmed ; if ever the ſun of Frofpert- 
ty ſhines on me, then you will hear from me again: 
if not, conclude me wretched, and forget me. I 
would, but dare not mention one dear name, nor 
; would I willingly, any more expoſe your honour. 


Ks of my folly be extended to you. You can- 
not, 


"of 
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been let in by Mr. M'Dougal with more civility 


the other neceſſary purpoſes of exiſtence. I am 
fated to be a poor miſerable dog, but will not in- 


to temptation, than I would have the conſe- 
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not, conſiſtent with the character of an honeſt man, 
plead the cauſe of an imprudent beggar, to a wo- 
man of honour and fortune; yet, O, Conway, I 
cannot truſt myſelf; nor could you, I firmly be- 
lieve, notwithſtanding your conſcience would con- 
demn the act, reſiſt my ſolicitations, if you knew 
my 
I give pain. y 
. Accept of what things of mine are at the 
lodging, and do not forget to leave your addreſs 
at the bar of the Golden Croſs.” NC 
The reader muſt be little acquainted with the 
goodneſs of our hero's heart, if he believes he was 
not greatly affected at the contents of this note. A 
friend to ſhare our diſtreſs, is the moſt defirable 
thing the world can give, excepting only the one 


that relieves it. His eyes, ſurcharged with tears, 


were yet fixed on the paper, when Mrs. MDou- 


gal rapped gently at his door. He was ill diſpoſed. 


for the ſociety of any perſon under that roof ; and 


F * 


ty, he bid her enter. 


Apon my ſhowl now, my dear, faid the, as ſhe 


4 o 


z 


opened the door, 1 am heartily glad to Tee you 


cgme back again with my two eyes, becauſe, d'ye. 


ſee, I want to have a litile private talk with. you, 
before my huſband's face. Oh, My. Conway, he 
is a bitter rogue; but it is not always he lies ff 
ſtill; faith, and he is good enough at knocking 
down. Oh, to be ſhoore, my dear, I ſhould 
have been ſorry to ſee you hanged, becauſe, ts 
be ſhoore, you're a fine tall young man, and as 
like a Dublin lad as won potatoe is like another. But 
if Mac was now lying dow non the fre, juſt where 
| you'placed him, ob, honey, it would be the beſt 
day's woork you ever did, and I ſhould bleſs the 


night 


iſtrefs; but may I be forgotten by all to whom 


with a voice not much diſtinguiſhed by its affabili- 
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Tight poore Mac went to purgatory; and between 
Jou and me, the devil a farthing would I give old 
ermot, to move him from thence. 
But poore ſhowl, to be ſhoore, I ſhall die my- 


ſelf before I live to ſee that day. Ah, honey, if 


ever you ſhall be a widow, never believe all the 

palaver in the world, won good huſband is more 

than comes to your ſhare. 

 _ Have you any buſineſs with me, woman ? ſternly 
| demanded our hero. 

That I have, indeed, my dear replied ſhe, burſt- 
ing into tears ; you muſt know, Miſter Conway, 
I have a ſtrong thoght, the ſame Mr. Montgo- 
mery that lodged here, is my dear Charlefs, that 
I ſuckled with my little Janet's ee milk, at 
home in Ireland. Poore dear ſhowl, he was loſt 
many a years go, and before that he was drowned, 


beſides being murdered by the blacks. And now, 


Sir, if you know whether it is him that's now 
alive, and loſt all his money to my blackguard 
huſband; faith, I can tell you as good a thing, for 


*Squire Benwell, that married the great India for- 


tan, have offered fifty young reward for him, a- 
live or dead. 


How | anſwered Henry alarmed; 2 rewant? | 


Why, what has he done? 

On, poh, poh; jewel, anſwered Mrs. MDou- 
gal, he has done nothing at all at all, but ran away 
rom. his friends when he was poore ; and now. 


ſome of them are rich, and want to overtake him; 
that's a race, honey, that Triſh blood always runs. 


Now, d'ye ſee, the matter is quite another thing 
here in ould England; 'tis the rich friend that runs 


from the poore relations. But What does that 


Hgoify, you know, we" are 8 making bulls on 


3 the 


D na 


JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS., tf 


the Dublin fide of the water ; and, faith, that's the 


greateſt bull of any. 

This ſarcaſm from the voluble Iriſh woman, 
gave our hero an higher opinion of her underſtand» 
ing than he had at firſt entertained, He bid. her 
ſit down, and having promiſed attention to her 
ſtory, learned on comparing Mr. Montgomery's 


account of himſelf with the one he now heard, that 


ſhe actually had been his wet nurſe ; and ſhe pro- 
duced ſeveral news papers, in which was the fol- 
lowing advertiſement, all dated. within the laſt 


year. 


4 If Mr. Charles Montgomery, the youngeſt 
ſon of the Hon. Auguſtus Montgomery, of the 


College Green, Dublin, who ſailed as midſhipman 
on board his Majeſty's ſhip the, which ſhip 


was wrecked on her Lene out, in the year —, 


and was among the few of the ſhip's company who- | 


reached the Cape, be living and will apply to R. 


Benwell, Eſquire, of Lower Groveſnor Sreet he 

will hear of ſomething greatly to his advantage; 
or, if any of the ſhip's company, who were ſaved 
as above, or any other perſon, can give any cer- 


tain information whether the above Mr. Charles 
Montgomery be living or dead, they ſhall receive 


a reward of fifty pounds, on application as a= 


| bove.”” : 


Good God faid Henry, after peruſing the ad- 
vertiſements, how unfortunate it is, this was not 


mentioned before! 


O, cried the woman, the minute I ſaw his dear 


| face, and broad ſhoulders, I felt my heart jump, 
and I tould my huſband, I was ſhoore he was a 


Dublin boy; but then, honey, you know, Laos 
15 ET Z aw 
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ſaw his name in his face : No, nor till after Mae 


Dougal was killed and come to lite again, did I ſee 


it was my dear Charleſs, that my huſband cheated 
out of all his money O, if I had, but he ſhould 


have knocked me down firſt, But now, honey, a- 


bout the rewarde. O, bleſs your ſweet face, will 
you go with me to *Squire Benwell, and tell him 
two or three things about my dear Charleſs? O, 


; Chriſt, if I get the fiſty pounds, but I'll go back to 


my own dear little Ireland, and lave M'Dougal to 


let lodgings here in Orange Street, by himſelf, for 


ould Janet. 

Mr. Donald M*Dougal was, I have ſaid, born 
north of the Tweed, and I have alſo ſaid, from his 
own information, that he was a mon of integrity, a 


mon to be depended on; and fo in ſome caſes he 


certainly was, lor during fifty years peregrination 


to many parts of the globe, he had never once been 


influenced, by any conſideration whatever, to relin- 
quiſh any plan, that would, in his own idea, con- 
tribute to his intereſt. He had not indeed, made 
that way in the great world that many of-his more 
fucceſsful countrymen had done, but that was his 
misfortune, as he wanted not for perſeverance, cun- 


ning, or cold blood, the three grand charaQteriſtics 


* 


of a Scotchman; and this misfortune bore the har- 
der on him, as there were few things he had left 
uneflayed to riſe, even to the taking of a wite, 


who proved a mere widow's bargain, and brought 


im a long liſt of debts, contracted by her firſt Huſ- 
band, inſtead of, what he expected, a heavy purſe 
and warm home. In this deception however, our 


- Triſh woman was an innocent party, as the adcrefſes 


of Mr. Mac Dougal commenced the very day her 
firſt lvſband was buried, and continued with fo 


much warmth, and profeſſions cf diſintereſted love, 


during 
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during the ſpace of one month, the preciſe period 
of Janet's widowhood, that the poor woman had 
no opportunity to think of her circumſtances till 
Donald's love went off in a fit of rage, at finding her 
houſehold fluffs, which were very good, were all 
her fortune: thoſe; in the height of his diſappoint- 
ment, he ſold to a broker, and took a haſty paſ- 
ſage to Glaſgow, in his way to the Highlands; but 
Janet being remarkably quick in her motions, hap- 

m_ to land there juſt two hours before her huſ- 

and. N | 

As to the joy of the meeting, I ſay nothing; Ja- 

net ſtuck like a bur. From Scotland, the loving 
"or proceeded to England, where working and + 
ſcolding, on the part of Janet, and cheating the 
world and beating his wife, on the part of Donald, 
had filled an interval of ſeven years. ly 
Donald knew better than to truſt a thing of the 
importance of fifty pounds to Janet; within five 
minutes after our hero was delivered into the cuſ- 
tody of the guardians of the night, Montgomery's 
letter was brought to Orange Street by a porter, 
who if he had not found the family up, was order- 
ed to knock at the door till he was anſwered, and 
deliver it into Dellmore's own hand; he accord- 
ingly, made ſome objections to the truſting the land- 
lord with his depoſit. 


M Dougal knew how to get over this difficulty; 
he kept an excellent dram- bottle, and his tongue 
Was, when he had a point to carry, remarkably. 

well hung. 5 | 
Once in poſſeſſion of the letter, he ſoon was 
- acquainted with the contents: but he had no ſoon- 
er read the ſignature, than Janet, who had been, 
as ſhe. ſaid, much ſtruck at the features of her 
"itn 5 5 lodger, 


3 


q 
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lodger, immediately ſcreamed it is my Charleſs, 
my own dear boy ! | 
Interrogatories on the fide of the huſband, were 
followed by explanations on that of the wife. 
The hiſtory of Montgomery led to the reward of- 
fered for any intelligence concerning him; his 


w 
capacious apprehenſion took in the whole, and he NV 
formed his plan at once. 5 h 
The firſt ſtep he took, was to liberate Henry. tl 
' As ſoon as that part of the buſineſs was difpatched, 40 
he returned to the gaming houſe, where he had V 
left the young ſailor, and from thence to rt 0 
probable place whence he might have taken a paf- 2 
ſage to Ireland, not neglecting thoſe parts of the t. 
river where the Iriſh coaſters lay, or paſſing a g 
ſingle Iriſh - public houſe, from the Tower to fi 
Lime-houſe; but his enquiries were unſuc- I; 
\ ceſsful, the fugitive could no where be heard of, 
No ways diſcouraged by the failure of this part of c 
his ſcheme, it being pretty far advanced in the mor- 0 
ning, while Henry was loſing, in a welcome and t. 
quiet ſleep, all remembrance of the occurrences of "'Y 
the paſt night, and Janet was anticipating the t 
joy of an elopement to dear little Ireland, with c 
fifty pounds in her pocket, the indefatigable Mr. ſ 
Donald M*Dougal was aQtually claiming the reward, N 
according to the directions in the newſpaper. T 
Mr. Benwelt was exceedingly rejoiced at the 1 
hopes of recovering Montgomery; he made no I 
ſcruple about paying the fifty pounds as ſoon as he ) 
ſhould be certain, the ſtory told by M' Dougal was \ 
to be depended on; he therefore accompanied him 0 
back to Orange Street, to the entire deſtruction of | 
all Janet's air caſtles, and to the unſpeakable joy 1} 
of Henry, who found from Mr. Benwell, not on- 1 
ly that it was indeed his friend whom the paper 4 


deſcribed, but that the full gratification of every 


wt 


> Www ww Ys Fs t% wie s *. 


& (Y on og 8 myo 


JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 19 
wiſh that money could enſure, would be the con- 
ſequence of his appearing, to claim the indulgence 
of dame Fortune, | | 

Mr. Benwell enquired, with great ſolicitude, 
aſter every circumſtance in which the young failor 


was concerned; and although the conduct of 
M Dougal had been fo ſcandalous, he actually paid 
him the reward, obſerving, with great propriety, 


the word of a man of honour depended not on the 


actions of others. However unworthy the wretch, 
M*Dougal was, according to the literal meaning 
of his promiſe, entitled to the reward ; but Mr, 


Benwell, nevertheleſs, expreſſed the greateſt con- 
tempt and abhorrence of his charaQer, and en- 
gaged to puniſh his villainy, as well as to lay an in- 
formation againſt the conſtable, for a breach of the 
law of his office. 

He then invited our hero to a repaſt, at the next 


coffee - houſe, where he informed him, that a ſiſter 
of Mr. Montgomery's had gone to India, in quali- 


ty of companion to a lady who had come to Eng- 


lane for the re-cſtabliſhment of her health, and was 


then returning to her huſband, a man high in the 
company's ſervice, and of immenſe wealth, whoſe 


ſiſter he had himſelf married. 


Mr. Neſbit, the protectreſs of Mr. Montgome- 
Ty's ſiſter, died ſoon after her arrival in India, and 
her companion ſucceeded her in the affections of 
Mr. Neſbit, who had himſelf died, about two 
years back, leaving his widow in poſſeſſion of his 
whole fortune, twenty thouſand pounds only e- 
cepted, which he gave Mr. Benwell. 1 5 

Mrs. Neſbit had continued in India, to ſettle 


her affairs, but had tranſmitted to Mrs. Benwell, 
ſome commiſſion of importance to her peace, 
which the wiſhed her to act in, previous to her 


return 


# 
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return to England. The ill ſucceſs . hitherto, in 


the reſearches after Mr. Montgomery, and the im- hel 
poſſibility of executing her other commands, Mr. 
Benwell added, had rendered her leſs deſirous of re- cit) 
turning to England, than ſhe was at the time ſhe nio 
became miſtreſs of herſelf and fortune ; but Mrs. hei 
Benwell, who was much attached to her amiable ga: 
ſiſter in law, as well as greatly indebted to the ge- for 
__neroſity of he diſpoſition, now flattered herſelt, ſhe cat 
would immediately come home. . the 
Henry lamented, with. unaffected ſincerity, the con 
unfortunate excurſion Montgomery had made in ed, 
company with M*Dovgal ; but as he had himſelf tin 
given the route he meant to take, and as his fami- H. 
ly were well known to Vir. Benwell, there would, wy 
he hoped, be no other diſagreeable conſequence at- ſee 
tending it, than merely a delay, without the leaſt fob 
fear of a prevention of the happy lot that awaited da 

him. He was impatient to reveal the happy altera- 
tion in her lover's proſpect, to Miſs Gab; and He 

3 therefore declined an invitation from Mr. Benwell ha 
to accompany him to Groſvenor Street, and hun- w 
1 ried to the city. VVT de 
He found, to his great ſatisfaction, Sophig, ry 

who having long compleated the buſineſs of the tet 

toilet, was alone, waiting the appearanee of her > be 

mother. | 1 85 co 
Ihe letter he had not the day before had an op- he 
Portunitj to deliver, was now watered with ra 
>.> A ſea of pearl, by ſome called tears.” ? cf 
| | fai 

; But . thoſe were quickly chaſed by the further 

Intelligence Henry had to impart. Beams of live- "i 

ly and exulting joy, flaſhed from. Sophia's Le _ 

Not, ſaid ſhe, that any thing can add to his worth, a 


In #2 opinion; byt wy paps and mamas If they 
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had been obdurate, what could I do? Indeed, Mr. 


Conway, I would not be undutiful--if--if--if--I could : 
help it. di | 5 ms | 
There was an enchanting grace in the ſimpli- 


city of Sophia Gab, that is not always the compa- 


nion of fmplrcity; it was a ſomething, that while 
her own eyes were baſhfully withdrawn from the 

gaze of the beholder, ſpoke through the deep crim- 

ſon of her check, and proved it was excels of deli- 
cacy only, without the leaſt atom of ſheepiſhneſs, 
that occaſioned the agreeable confuſion in her 

countenance; and thus, while her tongue faulter- 
ed, and prevented a verbal explanation of her ſen- 
timents, ſhe was moſt eloquent. Her elocution 
Henry was ſo far from interrupting, that he was 
wrapt in the delight which every man of ſenſibility 


feels in the contemplation of a beautiful, ſenſible 
female, when Mr. Gab entered, and ſent his 
daughter to ſee aſter her mother. | 


Mr. Gab had no idea, how very much deranged 
Henry's circumſtances were; nor, perhaps, if he 
had, would it have operated much in his favour,” - 
while he preſumed to doubt on a matter already 
determined as to its propriety. He aſked Hen- 
ry jeſtingly, if he were to have the honour of en- 
terfaining a man of faſhion at his houſe ? Henry 
bowed aſſentingly, and Mrs. Gab immediately ac- 
companying her daughter into the drawing- rom, 
he was very pompoufly introduced as a perſon of 
rank, who would honour them, by accepting an 
apartment in their houſe, till ſome important af- _ 


fairs of his own were ſettled. 


Mrs. Gab was in raptures, ſhe knew the gen- 


tleman was a perſon of conſequence ; nothing was 
eafter than to diſcriminate rank. Her complai- 


ſance, indeed, was excefive, and proved one of 


the 


— ww wen — — 


W = _ *** * N 4 * . — 1 N = NS 222 ; \ 
P 9 = l PELLET VER es os S 2 ꝙ— * e ns Ss cs 1 een t Wc a 5 
5 a AG I a = l \ Y = page . ng" A 4 Gr het +4 : © ran 2 þ4 r > 23 r 8 
l 7 .- — — 
$3: Y PR 4 mn _ . * * 3 — 
7 rg oe rea Sy A n Net. wr." 7 5 x 2 1 x . . 
—— on * pe. - 1 pe = - _ —— 2 8 ni . . d 8 L . 
— — ny — as.” — — ny — wy = ann. * a 2 — * * * * 4 ” * por ons — 2 8 — — — > * . 
5 — " 4 » * 1 — — . 4 — — 4 C _ 0a (2x 1 4 Ms : 10.58 . N * «eats v , * 8 lp 
4 he Wie WC. ome + = Ax Aloe we 2 5 4 4 4 © * FOE" 1 * 
— en ne S x 0 5 9 * "Y , * ; . * } 
——— ——— — IF" Eres —ũ—4— err. * —— . * * er * . 4 k 
* a ME g y +7 * 5 : y 
I 1 - 
* e ” * 


4 N ' 

* ö 
3 LN 
_ 1 
! : 

\ | 
. 

3 : vi 
1 
. 


22 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS: 
the ſevereſt blows to his pride that our hero c6uld 


have received, as he felt, that high as were the 


commendations on his perſon and manners, it was 
to his conſequence they were paid. If now, ſaid 
Humility, that narrow-ſouled woman knew thou 
wert a wanderer, in a ſtate of actual ſervitude to 
Her huſband, ſhe would loath thee. | 
When, Mr. Conway, will you do us the favour? 
ſaid Mrs. Gab. 5 . 
To-morrow, I think you ſaid, anſwered Mr. 
Gab for him. | 1 
Well then, to-morrow, replied the lady, I will 
order the apartment. 
Henry tried to be amuſing ; he did not ſucceed. 
He ſwallowed his three glafſes, but his ſpirits 
were {ſtill low. He took his leave early, to ex- 
pedite his removal; and Mr. Gab whiſpered 
him to come to the accompting-houſe by ten the 
next morning. 4 


\CHAPTER XXXIIL 
| The Shunzing Houſe. 5 > 
H © x8 vs difpoficen was very linke calculs- 


ted to accommodate itſelf to conveniency, in oppo- 
fition to principle and choice; wretched enough 


in the part he was obliged to act at Mr. Gab's, he 


was ſtill more ſo at the neceſſity he was under of re - 
turning to Orange-ſtreet. His indignation and cor» 
tempt for Mr. M*Dougal, were increaſed; and it 
was with no ſmall diſguſt and reluQtance, he 
thought of once more entering his houſe. But 


that was a matter he could not at preſent avoid, as 
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it was by no means clear to him, if there were peo- 
ple who would take a perſon to lodge in their houſe 
who had neither money nor valuables, that he 
ſhould be ſo fortunate as to meet with them; be- 
ſides, he had a few things of his own there, and 
there was alſo a portmanteau belonging to Montgo- | 
mery, which as it contained ſome linen, and 
that young man could not now be diſtreſſed for a 
freſh ſupply if he returned, he made the leſs ſcru- 
ple of accepting. But as thoſe could not be re- 
moved, without paying the week's lodging, and as 
four ſhillings were a national debt to a man who 
had not ſo many farthings, he conſidered himſelf 
as obliged to return to Mac-Dougal, and diſpoſe 
of his buckles, before he could remove himſelf to 
Mr. Gab's. Thus ruminating on his affairs, he 
flowly walked through the city, with a brow of 
care that would have puzzled any one who had 
formerly known Henry Dellmore, to have pointed 
him out in the ſober Conway. But empty purſes 

= will make thoughtful the moſt thoughtleſs ; and 
of the latter deſcription I confeſs my hero was, 
however oppoſite his preſent appearance was to his 
character. He was turning into Orange-ſtreef, - 
when he was accoſted by a very civil gentleman, 
not of the moſt pleaſing phyſiognomy, who had 
ſome time followed his ſteps pretty cloſely, though 
ZZ diſregarded by our hero, whoſe attention was too 
deeply engroſſed by his inward cogitations to re- 
' gard who walked the pavement with him 

Sir, ſaid the civil gentleman, in a voice not 
much ſoftened by the graces, is your name Con- 
way? Juſt as he had aſked this queſtion, another 1 
civil gentleman puſhed upon the other ſide of Fi 
kim next the wall. „ 


= 


Henry . 


E 
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Henry looked earneſtly at each, vainly endea- 
vouring to recognize their features; at length, he 
replied in the affirmative, 

Why then, Sir, ſaid the beſt dreſſed of the 
two, I have a writ againſt you. 

I ou muſt be miſtaken, Sir, anſwered our heroz | 
I owe no money in this town, whateyer I may do 
elſewhere. 

That's your affair, returned the man; mine 
is to ſerve you with the writ. You can get bail 
I ſuppoſe, Tom, call a coach for this gemman, 

Henr 1 had not hitherto had the felicity to be 
engaged in any law adventures; but he knew e- 
nouzh of it to diſtinguiſh the legal from the illegal, 
Reſiftance, he was ſure, would be vain; and con- 
cluding that the whole tranſaQion originated in 
his being miſtaken for ſome other perſon, and that 
poſſibly his detention might give him for whom 
the favaour was deſigned, an + Lene of eſcap- 
ing, this time at leaſt, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
put in a coach, and carried to the lock- up houſe. 
Why Henry, who was all ingenuity and good-na- 
ture in his natural diſpoſition, ſhould feel an inward 
triumph in thus, as he thought, OY men 
who had not-intentionally injured him, 1s por | 
dox I muſt leave to better caſuiſts than myſelf, as [ 
know of no one reaſon to aſſign for his conduct, | 
ne the general diſlike to the profeſſion of a 
bail | 

When they came to the end of their journey, a 
difficulty aroſe about diſcharging the coach, that 
diſagreeably ſurpriſed the civil gentlemen, namely, 
the priſoner's not Deng in poſſeſhon of a fingle 
fous. 

What the devil, ſuch a fine buck-looking fellow ” 
as eu, cried the laſt perſon' who had unſolicited 

given 
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given our hero his Ne with no money in 
your pocket 8 8 8 As 
Even ſo, anſwered Henry. . | 
T would have been but honeſt, young mkn, 
aid the bailiff, it you had told me ſo when I call 
ed the coach. 
It was your own will, not mine. 
Well I hope you have friends then? 
| Tndeed, I have not. 5 # 9600 
The man ftared. © $148 
What neither money nor friends * aid SIG mY 
lower. Oh, to be ſure, you are not in a pretty 


pickle. You reckon, ! ſuppoſe, on going to 
ail? 


Humph, faid Henry, caſting 8 hamourous look 
towards the iron gratings of the windows. 

Ido t ſee the joke, young man, of paying your 
coach hire, quoth the bailiff, in a ſurly tone; 
howerer, as we have brought you here, you may 
e' en ſtay to night, and conſider of it. 

He then led the way into a kind of kitchen; 


| whore fir 4. s ruby-faced dame drinking tea, 
_ who aroſe at their entrance, and very courteouſly 
_ aſked the new priſoner if he choſe a cup. 


Pſhaw, d=n your flops, cried: the ran. the 
Sennen don't drink tea. 

The tea- board inſtantly vaniſhed. _ 1.3 = 
Well, what's done with the lady? demanded. 


the man, 'who, the reader underſtands by this time, 


or he is yery dull of apprehenſion, was the huſband 
of the woman and the lord of the manſion. 
nothing's done with her, anſwered” the 
wife ſullemy; and nothing's Rke to be nes 1 
believe, but Whimpering and crying. 
On whick the he bali, whoſe name was * | 


| advanced to the road of an inner room, 
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when it; opened, to the aſtoniſhment of, Henry, 
he had a glimpſe, it was no more, 15 the door 

was e eee, ſhut again; gf Clara E on.. 
He ſtaggered, he. loft; the 4 of telpiration. 
Was it an illuſion of the 4 — or could it be jor 
deed Clara! All his own affairs were pant oſt 
his 


to his recollection; his ſurpriſe at the arre 
embarraſſed circumſtances, his empty purſe, all, all, 


were forgotten. What had memory to do with 


-paſt, the preſent was too e to be believed ; ; 


io true it is, that: . on yarn 42 tlitatt Ter N 


85 
4 "© Though. philoſophy eaſily titumphs' over Pad and "future 


* Vet preſent ills triumph over philoſophy.” 


Ip" ** 
631 0 . = @ * 


Clark Elton was, he knew, under age; 3 4 minor 
could not legally be arreſted; ſhe was heireſs to a 
fan eſtate, and great perſonals; from the accumu- 


7 
128 


tian of her fortune; ſhe was-alſo, under. the pro- 


tection of a mau Whotconſidered his ample fortune, 


but as the means of c onferring happineſs on others, 
and who loved his ward with paternal affection: 


what could, therefore, have brought) bet under 


wy circumſlances, to ſuch a houſe; ? While un- 


der the utmoſt avxiety, unable either to account. 


for her being there, or to reſolve on the conduct 


moſt proper far, him to obſerve on;the;-occaſjon, 


two men entered, and without any ceremony, went 
into the room where the trupſurg? of, the, Farth in 
bis idea wass. 

He involuntarily followed; again he FAR Clara, 


again! the door ſhut. _ - 
Was not till this Jdieadfol moment . the 


1 » th of his paſſion for Miſs Elten was evinced 
lf; he trembled, his teeth chattered; and 
ſupport: himſelf, or reach a Guin He. 
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funk down neither in or out of a fit, utterly un- 
able to ſpeak, and ang with extreme diffi 


Mrs. Trap ran for water, but her aſſtance 


came tov late to be of ſervice. | 
The voice of diſtreſs was heard within the room 


it was a female's ; it complained in a plaintive tone. 
Heaven and earth! it muſt be Clara l It pierced 
the ſoul of Henry; he ſtarted up, and ran to the 
door The voice died away; it ſeemed loſt in an- 
guiſh-, the ſobs were ſtill to be heard. The door 
Was faſtened on the inſide ; but what were locks, 
or bolts, to the ſtrength of affeQion ? He burſt 


into the apartment, and pale, trembling, and 


ſpeechleſs, preſented himſelf to Miſs YER fend a 
5 equal to her n. 6 
. 4 i 
Henry! ph 34; 
He felt at her' feet. Ah, Clara, RD he my buting 
heart; tell me what you do in this horrid plates 
Beiter, far better were it for me, to be ſor ever 


deprived of thy ſight; bappier would my ignorance 
ol thy fate leave me, than thus to meet thee in 
company and ſituations, ſo 'contrary to all that is 


conſiſtent with thy rank and purity. Where is 
your Suanjiany,. Miſs Elton? Is „A. Faun 
dead ? 


His agitation and acne were too pleaſing | 


to Clara, for her to take offence-at his oblique 
hints of her imprudence ; ; ſhe begged him to riſe, 


and be compoſed., It was Mrs. Napper Who was 
Mr. Trap's gueſt ; and though Miſs Elton's coun- 
* .tenance, was a. and bore traces of concern, 


the teats and grief which had ſo alarmed him, Were 
Mrs. Napper's and her fair daughter's; whoſe; ſpi- 


rits had ſuffered: an unuſual depreſſion, on finding 
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the ſecurity they offered on all occaſions, and oppoſ- 
ed to every difficulty, namely, Miſs Elton's bond, 


Was in their preſent embarraſſment poſitively re- 


a 
It was not the firſt time thoſe ladies had ſu 

ported the diſaſter of an arreſt, with a 1 
mare of philoſophy; but Mr. Souflee was the 
firſt of Mrs. Napper's creditors, who had objeQed 
to the offered ſecurity of the young heireſs. | 
It was, he ſaid, inconſiſtent with his principle, 
to accept the bond of a minor, without the con- 
ſent of her guardian, if he were diſpoſed to give 
them time, which he was not; there was there- 
fore no alternative, the money muſt be paid, or 


poor Mrs. Napper go into durance vile, as - the 
marble- hearted creditor was equally impenetrable 


to the entreaties of the mother, and the tears of 
the daughter. | 


Mrs. Napper had, unfortunately for her, very 
little to do with ready money; ſhe ſhad juſt then 


found out, that ſhe was one of the moſt unhappy 


women in the world, in which exclamation ſhe was 
feconded by her daughter, who alſo joined in the 


bitter refle&ions on the cruelty of a creditor, who 


had only ſtaid three years for his money. His refu- 
fal either to wait longer, or accept Miſs Elton's 
ſecurity, was inveighed againſt, as ſomething he- 


terogeneous to human nature. 


The truth is, Mr. Souflee, who was a haber- 


daſher, had furniſhed Mrs. and Miſs Napper's with 


finery ip his way, four years. He was a man of 


eaſy circumſtances, and not by any means rigid in 


his dealings; but Mrs. Napper having alfo far= _ * 


niſhed many of her ſcholars with gauzes, and other 


trifling etcetera's, for which ſhe had been paid, 


and that coming to Mr. Souflee's ears, it had 
" 8 b touched 
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1 touched the irritable part of his temper, and ren- 
(3 dered him deaf to her entreaties : and her offer of 
her young ſcholar as a ſecurity, by confirming 
his opinion of her want of principle, added to his 
_ obduracy. | 2 | | | 
Trifling, however, to our hero, were the tears 
of Mrs. Napper and her daughter; the heart that 
would have bled at the diſtreſs of the moſt infig- 
nificant of God's creatures, was now too much en- 
aged to heed that of a pair of lamenting females. 
He ſaw Clara Elton before him, hesse beaming = 
ethereal ſoftneſs; the terror their indignant glances 
had ftruck into his ſoul at Windſor, was no more 
ſeen, and no more remembered. Oh, Miſs EI 
ton, cried he, tenderly embracing her, how ſhall _ 
1 J call that a misfortune, which gives me the grex- 
öizʒa teeſt happineſs? Or how blame thoſe ladies, : 
ſiffering the goodneſs of your heart to lead you in- 
to-ſuch an improper ſituation, when the error is 
ſo tranſporting to me? Fs 
' _ Clara Elton, we have inſormed our readers, was 
always partial to Henry Delmore ; from her firſt 
diſtinction of the ſexes, he was her favourite. In 
the expanſion of her idea, ſtill no young man was 
half fo amiable, ſo attractive, or ſo handſome. 
When ſhe paid the vifit to Ether manor, his heart” 
was her meditated prize: Many and ſerious were 
the conſultations between Miſs Elton, her glaſs, and 
Jemima, abqut the colour moſt becoming to her 
complexion for the new-riding-drefs; and infinite 
were the pains beſtowed, at the laft ſtage, on her | 
perſon : her face, :gver: beautiful, received additi- 
onal grace from a deſire to pleaſe; and ſhe ar- 
rived at Ether, armed for conqueſt. But Miſs 
Elton had long perſuaded herſelf, that her .] w? 
heart only had — during the period ſhe ſtaid 
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at Ether; and the mortified ſtate of her pride could 
only be equalled by the diſappointment of her wiſh- 


CS. 


'The diſcovery of his engagement to Lavinia 


Orthodox had indeed ſomething abated that fer- 
vent approbation ſhe was diſpoſed to regard him 


with; and Miſs Franklyn's diſpleaſure was too great, 


to ſuffer, her to give a fair repreſentation of his 
manner of quitting Ether. That flep indeed, 
would bear a conſtruction that could not tend to 
remove the prejudice of his enemies; ſhe had there- 
jore exerted all her philoſophy to baniſh him from 
her memory : but whenever he did recur to it, he 


was ftill amiable, and ſhe ever re 


gagement to Lavinia. 


The meeting at Windſor was 


gretted his en- 


not much to his 


2 


credit, as he appeared in a ſtate of ebriety, which 
confirmed the diſſipated character Miſs Franklyn 
had choſen to give him; and according to Mrs, 
Puffardo's account, he had taken ſuch monſtrous 


liberties with her delicate perſon, that ſhe was ſure 


he was a .notorious libertine ; and the good man 


her huſband ſtil] held to his 


would come to be hanged. ' 
- But notwithſtanding all 
there was yet a ſomething in the heart of Clara 
Elton, that melted at the tenderneſs and attention 


now ſhewn her by Henry Dellmore. 


thoſe diſadvantages, 


proghoſtick, that he 


Far from 


ſuſpecting he was a priſoner of Mr. Trap's, and 
ignorant of what nature his apprehenſions on her 
account had been, ſhe was for ſome moments ſen- 
ible only to the pleaſure of this rencontre; and 


without puzzling herſelf with conjectures about the 


means by which it was brought about, felt too 
much real ſatisfaction to manifeſt any violent diſ- 


W 


pleaſure at the gentle preſſure he gave her to 
l 5 17 2 | | | boſom, 


: 4 
* 
% . 
5 


his 


puvEenite IN DB FSCRETIONS: 37 


boſom,” nor any Forer, N to diſengage herſelf 
from his arms. 

The embrace, FEE was ; purely the attrae- 
tion of fentiment, and conſequently a ſenſe of deli- 
cate propriety accompanied it; but Clara's dear: 
Henry, how d'ye do d was uttered in tos fut a tone 
to be anſwered.” Sentiment gave way to paſſion; 
in that there was a: mixture of the bitter and 
ſweet, that rendered ſome regard to the Graces, a 
relief. He pulitely reached her a chair, and tak- 
ing a ſeat near ber, was very ſoon informed of the 
buſineſs which brought her there, by Mrs. Napper, 
whoſe dear ſelf being her firſt concern, and who 
having wearied.al-her friends by her- repeated and 
frequent applications, either tonlend her money 
or become ſureties for her reſponſibility, gladly 


graſped-atthe ſhudow: rome: this. accidental meet- 


ing with Henfy affürd ed. 
Well, Mr. Souflee,. elect ſhe; withi frech ſpirits, 

if Miſs Ellon is not 6f age, Mr. Dellmore is, and- 

he, I am#fure, will join my ſecurity ; er perhaps, 


Sir, yow ean lend me the money? Will yeunbe 


ſo good, Sir, ſaid: Miſs. Napper, T raiſing; her fine 
eyes to his, With a fuſcinating file... 

If Henry had at that moment been in ipoffefion! 
| of io. much money in the world, as would have 


paid Mr. Souflee, or if he bad then been Mr. 


Franklyn's almoner, no doubt but Mrs. Napper 
would have been inſtantly diſcharged from her- 
confinement. Not that in the former caſa, the con- 
ſeiouſneſs of having relieved unmerited diſtreſs 
would have been his reward, or that in the latter 
he Would haves pleaded his ignorance: of the un- 
worthineſs: of the object in his excule ;| but there 
was a certain. ſamething in the accident, , that/ 
brought * near Clara Elton; ſomething ſos 
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irreſiſtibly perſuaſive, in the event that placed him 
on the next ſeat to her, that allowed his right arm 
to encircle her waiſt, while her ſoft white hand 
ſuffered a willing impriſonment in his, that not on- 
ly ſeventy- three pounds ten ſhillings, the amount of 
Mr. Souflee's demand, but an empire, had an empire 
been Henry Dellmore's, would have been at the de- 
votionof Mrs. Napper. In a word, hisheart was open 
his bond was ready, without troubling himſelf about 
his ability to diſcharge the engagement, or while he 
offered his 9 once beſtowing a look on 

ara. This might be wrong; but 


« It was & vice which, weigh'd in heav'n, ſhall more avail, 
Than ten- fold virtues in the other ſeale,” © © 
. „ 5 S 164 ant} 31 e 
One of the perſons preſent was the haberdaſher's 
attorney. On Henry's acceding to Mrs Napper's 


- propoſition of becoming her bail, Mr. Trap contrived 


to favour that gentleman * wink from ne: 
eye, imperceptible to the zeſt of the company; and 
dy racing the toom, was followed by 
him. They faon returned, the attorney's features 
in the ſame impenetrable ſtate in which he had 
made his ſhort exit; but as ſoon as he was ſeated, 
he formally rejected, on behalf of his client, the 


1 offered bail of Henry Dellmore, Eſquire. 


Mrs. Napper was again plunged into the moſt | 
Hitter. diſtreſs. 1 oo (TELE 
Why, Lord love you, madam, faid Trap, 


| Meſter Dellmore, if ſo be as how the gemman has 


ta Dellmore in his name, has. buſineſs enough of 
s own to mind. He be your fecurity | fe lend 
ou money |. he muſt quoine it I believe if he does. 


hy, . bleſs your heart, he has'nt a ſingle teſter; 
and moreover than that, the german is my priſon- 
„ | +. | er, 
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er, as well as you, and I dare for to fay, by al 
counts, you may e'en go to the Bench together, 

The ladies were ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this 


intelligence, they looked at Henry, and at each 


bother; but although their ſurprize was mutual, 


and the ſame lock of amazement poſſefied their 


ecountenances, far different were their feelings. 


Mrs. Napper was vexed and difappothted, and 


having no other way of avenging it on the inno- 
cent cauſe, ſpitefully reproached him for the con- 


temptuous ſtyle in which he had expreſſed bis ideas 


of the houſe, where, it ſeemed, he Was, as well as 
herſelf,” a priſoner. „„ 
Miſs Napper, who had, according to her invari- 


able rule, began to play off the artillery. of her eyes 


at our hero,, by way of ſtrengthening her mother's 
intereſt, withdrew them in ſcorn, and with a toſs 
of her head, which ſhe meant ſhould be very ex- 
preſſive, walked to the oppoſite ſide of the room; 


But Clara, whoſe hand Henry had let go in the 


moment he was awakened from: the trarſee of de- 


light by a. recolleQion. of his ſituation, voluntarily 
replaced it; and with her eyes anxicuſly'fixed on. 


his, tenderly aſked if the man's tale was true. 


| And pray, Miſs Elton, ſaid Miſs Napper, oblige 
Mr. Dellmore to inform you, by what accident 


you meet him in ſucſ a place, and in fuck compa\- 


ny. The tone of voice, the young lady choſe to 


aſſume, as ſhe uttered this retort, loſt the power 


ſhe intended it ſhould haye on Henry. How could 


he feel mortifled, in a ſtate of the moſt extatic de- 
light? | -.- tain ap) 


$553.74 3 
And have you really changed your name, Hen- _ 


ry? continued Miſs. Elton; I hope not; it is an 


act that bears the appearance of meanneſs:: a 


ſubterfuge I cannot mw to ſuppoſe: you, ho, my 
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guardian uſed to ſay, was the moſt unreſerved of 
mankind, can be guilty of. 


Henry had very little to conceal. . he motive 


and the act were the ſame thing with him. He 


had forſaken Lavinia Orthodox, left Ether, and 
changed his name. But thoſe three acts were the 


effect of one and the ſame cauſe. He could have 
told Clara a tale, ſhe would not have frowned him 
dead for revealing ; ; but fear and modeſty ſealed 


his lips. 


«© What ſhould he do? in ſweet confuſion loſt, | 
© And dubious flutterings, he a while remained. 
&* A pure ingenuous elegance of ſoul, 
« A delicate refinement known to hes, 

"33 e his breaſt,” | 


What, ſaid Clara, her eyes full of tears, is 4 


you ſear, Henry ? Why will you not ſuffer me to 
mare your diſtreſs'? Are you really in debt? 
What is the ſum you are arreſted for. 

A queſtion like this Henry had not yet aſked 
himſelf ; ſure, that as he was not in debt, the 


ſerving the writ on him, was a miſtake, It had 


occaſioned him very little anxiety before he ſaw 
Clara; and ſince, his thoughts had been fully en- 

aged on matters, in Which ſelf had little ſhare: 
4 the ſweet ſolicitude, the modeſt tenderneſs of 
her manner, were irreſiſtible; he preſſed her hand 
to his breaſt; he could not freak, but his ſilence 


was more expreſſive than the ſtrongeſt powers of 
oratory. 


Clara bluſhed. | | | 1 bod 


Why, Miſs, cried Trap,g ing Henry the ſame 
Hral: rom his left eye he had 


before given the at- 
. * right, the writ” is for 1 
8 0 . fp Ons. 
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Dellmore had ſęen Henry Conway coupled with 
Richard Roe and John Doe, but he had no eurioſit 


about the name of the creditor; howey cr, he on 
aſked at whoſe. ſuit. 


Mr. Donald. M*Doygal, „ Trap, : as has; p 


neſta-gemman as any in England. 


M*<Dougal, cried Henry, who now bees an to ſuſ-. 
pet there was no miſtake on the part of r. Trap, 


impoſſiblel 


Mr. Trap diſproved the impodlibility, by produ- 


cing the; writ, {is 

Hevry? 2 tick him $5206 But the” 
altotney,, who was a gentleman: of ſufficient- pre- 
ſence of mind for his, practice, to, his ſtill reater; 
ſurprize; now came forward, and afier a few in- 
terrogataries, which drew from. our. hero an ac- 


count of the night's tranſaction at the watch- -houle,. 


acquainted him, that herhad the honor, to do buſi- 
neſs ſor Mr., Benwellz and had received inftruQi- 
ons from that gentleman, to attend at. Bow: -ftreet 
on the next morning.to..lay before, the magiſtrates 
there, an, account of the miſdemeanour. of the 


night, conſtable, and to- take the proper ſteps to 
bring the offenders to puniſhment ;.and as he had 
no;duubt. but, his. employer's laudable endeayours : 
would, When the matter was:fauly. inveſti ated, be 


attended with. the ſucceſs. it. deſerved, e did not 


vonder at the ſtep Me Dapgal had. > .g to, keep 8 
Lach. A. matgxial evidence out of; the Way; but bis 
evil. ee wauld be 1 AS, he, Mr. : Pp 
zitat, the attorney would give his, unc erta king 5 

which he was — his. friend Trap would not. reluſe, : 


forthe: 2ppearance of the one OF 
Th A p 


t We 1 2 Is, Batitat, and Mr. Te, fe ehe | 
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ach other, on general, occaſic i905, latter 


. gentleman, Either, not foreſeeing the concluſion of . 
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the former's intereſting communication, or (the 
cauſe he himſelf afterward” aſſigned). from his ex- 
treme hurry of bufineſs, left the room; and enqui- 
ry being made, Mrs, Trap told them, her huf- 
band had been ſent for in great haſte, by an emi- 


nent gemman in the law, their particular . 


ance, and it was uncertain: when he wou 
turn. ä | LATER 3 

On this information, Mr. Latitat made a won- 
derful diſcovery, namely that his friend Trap was 
a great raſcal, and capable of any villamny that did 
not militate againſt his own intereſt. A diſcovery 
Mr. Trap found himſelf inclined to make to Mr. 
Latitat, as ſoon; as he underſtood how much he 
was offended at the hurry of bufineſs that had, ſo: - 
mal-apropos- for Henry, called him from home; 
which, to own: the truth, was, as the judicious 
attorney gueſſed, a mere fetch, to detain the pri- 
Se as he obſerved, to bring griſt 


re- 


Mt. Latitat prumiſed to be with him early in | 
the morning; and recollecting the hint, and a 


pretly broad one it muſt be confeſſed it was of his 


empty pockets, drew Henry aſide, and begged, in 
Mr. BenwelPs name, to have the honour of being 
his banker for the nighůt. 1 


© Qur hero did not want pride ; and his Honeſty 


of heart, not knowing when, or how, he ſhould 
be able to return the obligation, revolted'from the 
Tenſe of incurring a debt he was unable to pay. 
But Clara Elton was preſent: ſhe had heard Trap's 


account of his poverty; and he ſaw in her ſwim« 


ming eyes, that ſhe alſo felt it. If ſhe preſſed on 


him a pecuniary obligation, how could he feſuſe her 
offered favour, when ſhe knew he ſtood in need of 
it? Ard ſtill more irkſome would it be to him to 


| accept 
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accept it. Beſides, as the attorney obſerved, in 


all. likelihood his watch would be recovered : and at 
all events, the debt would be to Mr. Benwell, a 
perſon, who bore in his countenance, a certificate 
af the goodneſs of his heart; and of whom, he en- 
tertaineda very reſpectable opinion. He therefore 
accepted, and took care it ſhould be in ſight of the 
ladies, a couple of pieces. Mr. Souffee, continuin; 
_ adamant to the lamentations of Mis. Napper, ant 
the ſoft pleadings of her daughter, he together 
with his attorney, made their exit, leaving our he- 
ro in the enjoyment of all earthly bleſſings, being: 
again re-ſeated by Clara Elton. 5 
Phat young lady, who had been extremely diſ- 
guſted at the place they were now in, who had 
ſhuddered at the iron bars and the idea of being 
locked in, and who had expreſſed the ſtrongeſt im- 
patience to leave it, became ſuddenly reconciled 
to what ſhe before-termed a dungeon. She would 
have ſome tea, and Henry ſhould tell her his advens- 
tures; they could not have been very diſtreſſing, 
he looked ſo exceeding well =» | 
Ah, Clara, ſweet flatterer, anſwered he, again 
encircling. her waiſt, and preſſing her hand to his 
fond heart, while beams of tenderneſs: ſhot: from 
his eyes, and (if the baſhful glances of her's might 
be dg penetrated her ſoul, your goodneſs is 
cruelty. | BER GTO AS 2-7 ME W477 1 32976 
| Indeed, ſaid Clara, in a voioe ſcaree amounting: 
to a whiſper, which was anſwered in ſo low an ac- 
cent it did not reach Mrs. Napper or her daughter. 
though, to do them juſtice, their ignorance of the 
ſubj ect of the whiſpering dialogue, which did not 
by any means promife a ſpeedy termination, was 
not owing to a want of attention in thoſe ladies, or 
to any deficiencies in the organs of their ears, but 
3 | 2 7 merely 
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: ham all power of reſuming it. 


O dear, that's true, cried the afflited matron ; . 
I-had n. dai deen N 1 hope Mrs, Dellmore is 


38 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS 
merely to a ſoft fink: in the voice of both Henry 
and Clara, which: ſeemed to die away as ſoon as 


a monoſyllable was uttered, leaving between every 


ſentence, a vaſt deal to be explained by the eyes. 

What particular reaſon: Miſs Napper had for it, 
did not then tranſpire, but the little harmony her 
mother's impriſonment had leſt in her temper, 
totally evaporated at the. ſight of the fond. pair. 
She eyed them aſkance, and reſolved: to put an 
end to an intercourſe that did not exactly tally with: 


her private wiſnes. Actuated therefore by mo- 


tives beſt known to herſelf, ſhe made a: ſpeech 


that tumbled our poor hero cut of his heaven. 
Bleſs me, Mr. Dellmore, ſaid the genteel crea- 


ture, what a rencontre! how fortunate! I am ſure 
I am vaſtly glad. But pray, in a recollecting tone, 


did'nt I hear that you was married? Sure I think 


O yes, we did. Miſs. Elton, you have not yet 


enquired aſter Mr. Dellmote's Lavinia. You are, 


without doubt, Sir, commenced Benedict? 

This elegant interruption. had the. effect of en- 
chantment, it changed Henry's cheeks-from red to 
pale ſeveral times, it:be-rouged Clara's one mo- 
ment and bes lillied them the next; it withdrew 


her ſoſt hand. from his affectionate graſp; and had 


that hand again been laid, with all:the,charms of 
invitation, in his way, it would have taken from 


4 


well. me ai nei u Week 
There was a ident in ths countenance of. thoſe 


en a meaning in their eyes, that Went yet far- 


ther than their words, and convinced. Henry. there 
ns more ſpite and meaning than accident in the 


- ſudden: recollection of Lavinia zj but wiiatever: Wege 


(tert he 


0 


= 


_- 


JUVENILE INDYISERETIONS: 38 
their motives, the conſciouſneſs of guilt, the ſenſe 
of an engagement which actually ſubſiſted, and 

the ſhame of confeſling he had ſo entirely abandon- 
ed a woman he had ruined, all co-operated ſo pow - 
erfully, that Henry ſhrunk from the penetrating 
looks. of the mother and daughter, and from the 
involuntary glances of Miſs Elton. He aroſe with- 
cout ſpeaking, and deeply ſighing, approached the 
grated- window, where, excepting iron bars, no 
earthly thing was viſible, and there fixed his eyes. 
Had the window indeed, afforded the moſt luxuri- 
ant view, it is. probable that the proſpect would 
haie been the Jait thing that would have attraQted 
his notice ;. there he ſtood, a living ſtatue, totally 
inſenſible to any thing but his own wretchednels. . 
Clara's diſguſt at the horrid dungeon, now re- 
turned; the. room. was abominably cloſe, there 
was no bearing it; ſhe could not reſpire ; indeed, 
ſhe was quite ill; the tea,was an age getting rea- 
dy; ſhe would not wait for it any longer. She 
wiſhed Mr. Dellmorè good-night ; and after affec- 
| tionately embracing her governeſs, took Miſs Nap- 
per by the arm, and went away . 
Henry's eyes followed Clara's ſteps; his heart 
bounded in his boſom at her laſt looks, and it ſunk 
in deſpair when the ſound. of the lock and bult gra- 
ted on his ears, in faſtening the door after ſhe was 
let cut; he now felt the bitterneſs of his eonfine- 
ment; while Clara ſtaid, he was too much de- 
preſſed to ſpeak to her; now ſhe was gone, and 
now that he could not follow her, he would have 
given his ſoul to have been at liberty, to have re- 
conciled her again to the ſweet friendſhip ſhe had 
ſhewn him a few minutes before. Her hand, her 
__ waiſt, were yet within his graſp; imagination was 
aided by fancy, only to fill him with unceaſing 
grief. Her departure left a tender regret on his 


. memory, 


4 lord en krie ne“ 


memory, and his eyes looked to the chair in which 
ſhe had fat, with a diſtreſs he could net conceal. ; 
Sbe is a dear, lovely girl, cried Mrs. Napper. 3 
She is an angel, echoed Henry. 
Ihave always thought, ſaid the governeſs, that f 
it was a pity you two had not eome together. | | 
- Henry coloured. f 
But marriages, they ſay, are made i in heaven: 
Henry had his doubts. 
Well, it is to be hoped, you will book be as haps 355 | 
Py. in your different choice. 
That Henry thought impoſſible. 7 
As to Miſs Elton, it will 4 her own fault 79 he | | 
do not marry very brilliantly. | 
Henry was all curioſity... 
' A. gentleman of high rank, a monſtrous: large 
_ eſtate, is diſtra ctedly in love with her. 
Poor 8 groaned. 
Offers to ſettle all his fortune on her. 
She has then refuſed him, cried' he, th 
every nerve intereſted in the anſwer. 

O, no; not ſo neither. But, dear creature, ſhe 
js ſo exceflively delicate, ſo timorouſly bathful. 
Refuſe him ! refuſe Sir James Reſtive, one of the 
handſomeſt men in England ! No, no, it is vifible 
enough ſhe does not mean to refuſe him l He is an 
elegant man. 

The room was now becoming too deſe for our 
heroz he alſo found reſpiration very difficuſt. 

O, ſaid Mrs. Napper, if Sir James Reſtive had 
been in town, I ſhould not have wanted a friend; 
no,.IThould not be confined for a paltry ſeventy or 
_ eighty pounds. Dear generous creature, *tis not 
money that Ie values. | 

Is-Mr. Franklyn acquainted with the gentleman's | 
pretenſions? demanded Henry. 
Why, no, anſwered ſhe, not yet; Clara chuſes X. 2 
. 12 concealed; and indeed, I fancy the | t 
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wedding,. when it takes place, will be a very private 
one. But, Lord, here am I, old woman like, 

rating about my own affairs, (I call my dear Miſs 
lton's affairs my-own) while you are as mute as a 
fiſh ahout*your's. Why don't you tell me how 
Mrs. Dellmore does? I ſhall be happy to be in- 
I am not married Madam, replied our hero, 
No! Well now, that was the oddeft thing ſhe 
ever knew. Why, every bedy at Ether believed 
the contrary. 5 aa. 
e body at Ether, he ſaid, he was ſure, did 


not believe ſo; Mr. Franklyn, in particular, had 
reaſons to know this. | PTD! 
O, ſhe begged pardon ; ſhe might be miſinform- 
ed, but as. the young lady and himſelf had choſen 
to abſent themſelves together, the concluſion was 
natural, and ſhe thought ſome body had told it ber 
as a fact; but her memory was bad, very bad, 
and her misfortunes had been ſo great thai — 
Here her apology, and what ſhe might be yet 
inclined to fay, was interrupted by the entrance of | 
a great perſonage. 


L 


a 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


A Inflance of Neighbaurly Kindneſs. 
Tun perſon who broke in on the private con- 
ference of Mrs. Napper and Henry Dellmore, was, 
as I ſaid in the concluſion of the laſt Chapter, 
a great perſonage. „ 

It was Mr. Puffardo. 1 
All the fawning civility with which he had been 
accuſtomed to treat Madam la Governante was en- 
tirely vaniſhed, he addreſſed hes with an affecta- 


| 


| 
| 
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tion of a familiar. kind of pity, in which” contempt 
and diſlike were viſibly blended, for which behavi- 
our he had ſome reaſons, which he very liberally 
aſſigned, and others which he choſe to keep a pro- 
found ſecret ; among, the former was her extrava- 
gant living. bogs | 

Poor deſpicable woke, whale chest had been 
founded by charity, and ſupported by cheating ! 


proud beggars! with heads as high as monuments,” 


and not a whole ſhift to their backs. Ongh, he 
deſpiſed ſuch cattle, 
Among the latter were ſome unpolite liberties 
taken with is character, and that of his lady. 
Mrs. Napper, though poſſeſſed of as large a 
there of cunning. as generally falls to one woman's 


ſhare, Was not always” fo gvarded'in her ſpeech 


and ſentiments as is neceſſary in a world where cu- 
rioſity is the predominant paſſion. She had in parti- 
cular been very communicative to ſome of the wo- 
men who chaired in her houſe, a ſort of people 
with whom, at certain times, ſhe” converſed on a- 
very familiar looting, in regard to ſome anecdotes. 
ſhe had learned of the: original end hiſtory of ber 


neighbour Mr. Puffardo; ſuch ass, Ḿ | 


That he was a low-bred ignorant Cs ako 
had been apprentice to a dirty mechanical trade, 
from whence he had eloped, and condeſeended to 
« commence. Engliſh hero, on the ſame terms that 
Candidus became à Bulgarian one, ſave only that 
Puffardo willingly ſold that freedom which Ve 4 uf 
taire's hero was cheated of; that he had run t 


gauntlet through innumerable ſcenes of immoral 


indigence, before an advertiſement threw him into 
Fortune's lap, by introducing him to his preſent la- 


dy, the then widow of a perſon who kept a poor 


day ſchool in Ratcliff Highway, where he had, 


dy dint of parſimonious induſtry, ſaved a ew 


3 which was We foundation-/of' all Mr. 
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Puffardo's greatneſs. oſe anecdotes being ag- 
peated to him, with additions, together with igno- 
rant fellow, low vulgar creature, a man of no un- 
derſtanding, a woman of no charaQter; now that 
ſhe was done up, as he termed it, was what he 
could never forgive, and though he had been 
long acquainted with her ſentiments, yet it being 
in ſome meaſure his intereſt to feign ignorance, 
and as feigning was the clevereſt thing he could do, 
he had hitherto concealed his rancour under a maſk 
of extreme civility; but now Mrs. Napper was 
ruined, and it was quite another thing; he did not 
mind offending her; and beſides, though his viſit 
was meant to be one of- worldly ' compaſſion and 
mean triumph over his neighbour, he had his own, 
intereſt in ap. 2 2 ARTS LH 14S; ASUS 
There was a certain piece of ground, commonly 
called an-orchard, which Mrs. Napper held on: 
leaſe with her premiſes, and which ſtood moſt in - 
vitingly and conveniently oppoſite to Mr. Puffardo's. 
garden; now on that piece of ground he caſt ma- 
ny a look, that proved he did not hold the tenth 
commandment in the moſt perfect reverence, for 
there Mrs. Napper actually did, and Mr. Puffards. 
longed to, keep a cow; therefore one could as ill 
ſpare it as the other could content himſelf without 
it; and with thoſe convenient premiſes in view, 
the pedagogue viſited his diſtreſſed neighbour, for 
the double purpoſe of mortifying her, and ſerving 
himſelf. e mit ig TOME 
He began aſter the firſt ſalutations, by declaring 
| how ſorry and how ſurpriſed he was to ſee her in 
that diſagreeable dilemma ; he had always ſuppoſ- 
ed Mrs. Napper was getting money as faſt as he 
himſelf was, and tat, he thanked God, was pret- 
ty well; he could leave buſineſs when he pleaſed; 
he could take his friend by the hand, and bid him 
enter the houſe of an independent man: _— _— | 
9 8 ends 
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friend Mrs. Napper had as great a number of ſcho- 


lars, he thought her to be in the ſame thriving 


way. To be ſare, he believed he did not fit up 


quite ſo late, or dreſs hot ſuppers, nor drink ſo 


much punch; but what of that, every body to 


their fancy, \it was his to keep out of debt ; what 
was one man's meat was another's poiſon; and it 


would be all the fame an hundred years hence. 


He adviſed her to keep up her ſpirits; when things 
were at the worſt, they would mend. 


The lady was far from reliſhing this mode of 
comfort, ſhe wept, but her tears were not thoſe 


of diſtreſs for her circumftances, they flowed in 
mere ſpite z neither could they be called filent tears, 


as ſhe had never found herſelf leſs diſpofed to be 


| ſeen and not heard. She hoped God would protect 


her from the malice and wickedneſs of the world; 
ſhe wondered people were not aſhamed of them- 
ſelves ; truly, it would better become ſome folks 


to look at home; ſhe thought there was little to 


blame in keepi nteel company, all the quality 
of Eaſtſheen FOR rei , ſhe believed there . 
people in the world who would not grudge much 
more than a hot chicken, and a baſon of warm 
tertain ſuch company; to be ſure there 
om ſome people would not viſit on 
any terms, no not if they might be treated with 
nectar and ortolans. | : 


Mr. Puffarde could not bear an inuendo;. the 


more provoking becauſe true, for he was little 


e ſteemed, and ſeſs reſpeted where he lived, and 
the offence offered his vanity and pride was the 


more unpardonable, as coming from a perſon ſo 


much beneath him, one who was fo infinitely his 
inferior, inaſmuch as ſhe was poor, and incumber+ 


ed with debts, and he was not. Swelling with in- 
dignation, he proudly roſe, and told her, a little 


more prudenee heretofore, and a little more hi | 
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was going away, too angry to conſider the utility 


had given him the nick name of Mumps, under 
circumſtances which would have rendered him re- 


liberty of addreſſing him by ſo deſpicable an appel- 


_ calling him out, detained our hero, was one who 


huſband to invent an excuſe for his. abſence, ha 


. Choſen to render that excuſe as reſpeQable bo. 
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lity now, would much better ſuit her circumſtan- 
ces; that he came, hearing ef her diſtreſs, to of- 
fer to ſerve her, but he ſhould leave her to the 
comfort of refleting on the grandeur of her ac- 
quaintance ; and turning ſcornfully from her, ne 


of the orchard ; but he had not advanced two paces 
towards the door when he ſaw Henry. What 
Mumps again! exclaimed he in aſtoni "Wk 

Mortifying as was our hero's preſent ſituation, 
neither that, nor the anguifh of his mind, had ren- 
dered him very meek fpirited. The perſon who + 


- 


pectable to a feeling heart, was equally the object 
of his contempt and diſlike; the right to take the 


lation, had originated in his friendleſs and defence- 
leſs ſituation, he was ſtill in the ſame predicament 
with reſpe@ to friends; but perſonal inſults re- 
quiring perſonal chaſtiſement, he found himſelf 
very much inclined to be the champion of his own 
cauſe; and his mind, rendered iraſcible by the 
ceding converſation he had held with Mrs. 
apper, was foon inflamed to a pitch of rage that 
Mr. Puffardo would have found it difficult to with- 
ſtand, had not the ſudden entrance of Mr. Trap, 
diverting his attention, ſaved the quondam 
maſter from the violence his old ſcholar was on the 
point of committing on his perſon. GE 
Mr. Trap having watched Mr. Latitat out, very 
leiſurely entered his own dwelling ; the eminent 


gemman in the law, whoſe ſudden bufineſs had, by 


had no corporeal ſubſtance, he was a phantom of 
Mrs. Frap's own brain, who being ordered by he 
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ſible. To be ſure Mr. Trap's plan was, as far as 
concerned himſelf, (which 1 A generally the prime 


__ conſideration in moſt people's plans) a very reaſon- 


able one. Here, ſaid he to bis wife, Latitat's a 
fly dog, he would not have been in ſuch a hurry to 
ſerve that young man, if ſo be as how he was not 
worth ſerving; and to be ſure I had a mortal deal 
of trouble to get him, beſides paying the coach, 
neither has he ſpent a ſhilling here, ſo that it can 
be no harm to give him a little time; and beſides, 
there's M Dougal, we ought in conſcience to let 
him know what's going forward. 

Mr. M Dougal had a numerous ſet of employers 


and friends; he was exceeding liberal minded, no 


delicate ſcruples, no narrow prejudices, prevented 
his doing aWin his power tolive; he was ſometimes 


an aſſiſtant to juſtice, as a thief taker ; at others, 


when a caſe, offered that required particular ſagaci- 
95 he alſo condeſcended to accept a commiſſion 
om gentlemen; in Mr; Trap” s way, and he was 


firſt man at ſeveral houſes in the purlieus of Covent 


Garden, where means were found to aſſiſt young 


men in getting rid of two things of very little value, 
namely, time and money; in ſhort, ſo various 


were the abilities of Mr. Lonald M. Dougal, that 
his aſſiſtance was often of great ſervice, and his ac- 


quaintance much ſolicited, by a certain order of 


men, without whom, it hes been ſaid, the conſtitu- 


tion could not be ſupported, it being found abſo- 


lutely neceſſary that villains ſhould be employed to 
enforce laws deſigned to guide honeſt men. 
Mr. Trap therefore - ought in conſcience, he 
to: ſaid, inform Mr. M*Dougal of what was going 
forward, which having done, he returned, as I before 
ſaid, juſt in time to ſave Mr. Paffardo a rubbing. 
The ſchool-maſter, highly incenſed at the pre- 
ſumption of a perſon who had been, as he reproach- 


he Aae, fed and cloathed by his charity, no ſooner 


found 
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appearance on one hand, and his contempt of him 
on the other, had ſuggeſted an idea, founded both 


on intereſt and revenge, he reſolved to make an ef- 


fart to recover the money he conceived to be his 
due, for the miſerable morſel which had barely ſup- 
orted his exiftence ; but, when he found from 
rap's repreſentation, how poor and deſtitute he 
yet was, all the eloquence of that able orator could 
not prevail on him to throw good money after bad; 
he would by no means give into a ſcheme he had 
cunning enough to ſee was meant to anfwer ſome o- 
ther purpoſe, at his expence ; and having a little 
cooled ſince he had fat down over a bottle with 


Mr. Trap, the advantage ofthe orchard, with the 


tity of choice winter apples it produced, as 
well as the before mentioned grazing for a cow, re- 
curred to his memory, and he determined within 


himſelf not to be provoked, by any thing Mrs, 


Napper could . to loſe ſight of the orchard. 
rs. Napper loſt not a moment of the time of 
his abſence ; enraged at his reproaches on her ex- 
travagance, and amazed at a freedom of ſpeech he 
had never before preſumed to make uſe of towards 
her, the wounds inflicted both on her pride and va- 
nity were inſupportable; ſhe did not in her turn 


ſpare him. Aſter recapitulating every ſcandalous 


| anecdote ſhe could either recolle& or invent of him- 
felf and tamily, and finding her auditor cooled in his 
attention, in proportion as ſhe grew warm, ſhe hit 


on an expedient to make Dellmore her partizan, by 


giving him an inventory, from memory, of ſeveral 
elegant and valuable preſents they had from time 
to time received from Mrs. Dellmore; and from 
thoſe, the e to the eruelty and ingratitude 
with which he had been treated by them, Was both 


_ juſt and natural. He hadnot till now any idea that he 


| could have claim of jufice on the indulgence of 
the Puffardo's, but the many generous acts Mrs, 
p Napper 
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R Napper brought freſh to his memory, and which 
he now perfectly recollected to have witneſſed from 
Mrs. Delln ore to them, filled him with a fond re- 
gret for her, and encreaſed his hatred of them. 
When Mr. Puffardo returned to the apartment, 
not ithſtanding his placid countenance and fawn- 
ing addreſs, he had, from the gloomy brow of the 
lady, and the reſentful looks of her companion, ve- 
ry ſmall hopes of ſucceeding 1n his deſigns on the 
orchard; he had indeed no ſooner dropped a hint 
of his propoſal, than Mrs. Napper declared, if ſhe 
were obliged to part with her orchard, which 
thank God was not the cafe, he, Mr. Puffardo, 
ſhould be thelaſt man en earth to whom ſhe would 
diſpoſe of it. SE | ; 
This frank declaration again raiſed the anger of 
the ſchool-maſter, who repeated the refleQions he 
had before caſt on her want of economy, with ag- 
gravations and additions, and proceeded from one 
reproach to another, till having gone through a long 
routine of folly and expence, debts contracted with- 
out a poſſibility of paying them, diſſipation and 
waſte, where, he for once juſtly ſaid, order and re- 
gularity were more particularly expected; and laſt- 
Ph having upbraided her with planning the de- 
ſtruction of that ſweet girl Miſs Elton, whoſe 
name, mentioned under fuch circumſtances, elec- 
trified Henry, Mrs. Dellmore was no longer re- 
membered ; he was all ear, and his countenance, 
changed its reſentful caſt, curioſity only animated 
his features; he eagerly liſtened whie Puffardo 
proceeded to charge her with aſſociating with a-poor 
deggarly man of faſhion,in order to retrieve her own 
finances, by giving him poſſeſſion of the young hei- 
reſs, who was ſo ſhamefully left under her care. 
_- Henry's opinion of Puffardo was ſo very contemp- 
tzble, that it was on no other ſuhject he could have 
given the ſmalleſt degree of credit to his moſt ſo- 
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lemn aſſeveration; but on a theme ſo intereſting, 
a hint was ſufficient 10 inſpire hope, to exite fear. 
Mrs Napper's inſinuation that Clara was partial to 
her lover, might, he hope it git, be founded on 
her own wiſhes, which (conſidering her as the de- 
ſigner ſhe was repreſented it was natural to ſup- 
poſe) were bound to her intereſt; and he feared 
(what has an ardent lover not to fear in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation?) He liſtened with profound attention for 
| ſomething farther on the ſubject, but Puffardo, hav- 
ing vented his ſpite and his revenge in expoſing and 
inſulting the priſoners, thought proper to take him- 
ſelf away. 

Our hero would & n have engaged Mrs. Nap- 
per on the concerns of Miſs Elton, but ſhe choſe 
to parry: bis deſign by anſwering one queſtion with 
aſking another ; -ſhe was dying with curiofity to 
know all, how, and about, Mrs. Dellmore, who, 
ſhe heard, was vaſtly handſome. 

Thus foiled inthe deſire of his ſoul, he retired 
to a wretched bed, (where payment was demanded 
as ſoon as he entered) notwithſtanding the lady's 
preſſing requeſt, that he would favour her with his 
company to eat a chicken for ſupper, a meal ſhe 
prey ſhe could not go without. 


C HAP T E * XXXV. 


An Iriſh Fowl. 


l the next morning, a gentle men 
brought Miſs Napper to Mr. Trap's in his own 
carriage, and to releaſe her mother out of du- 
rance. 5 
Henry ſoon underſtood that this gentleman was 
the lover of his Clara; the ladies made no ſecret 
6f the matter ; his Sega * and equipage, 
| a. 


nd 


fence? thought Henry. 
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as well as his lively unembarraſſed manners, exhi- 


bited too many ſigns of eaſe and affluence for Hen- 
ry to doubt, but he was a ſucceſsful admirer ; and 
that Puffardo's account was inflamed by that ma- 
lice he well knew to be inherent in his nature. | 
Miſs Napper on going away, made him a low 
curtſy, and told him ſhe exceedingly lamented - 
leaving him in frch a place, and in fuc# company. 
How- can I have given that young lady ſuch of- 
Away rolled the ladies and gentleman; in all the 
triumph of ſucceſs and good fortune, leaving him 
aaloheorpty}?7 7 6: 9 8 | 


«© Come, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Trap, won't you pleaſe 
cc for to have ſome breakfaſt? Our rowis are ſpe- 
6e cial good; dear me, Sir, don't take on fo, I 
% dares for to fay your friends will be ſoon here, 
«and then yor know you may follow the ladies.” 

Her invitation was offered in vain, a riſing in his 
throat; which reſembled. ſuffocation, prevented 
tis eating, and unable to conceal his emotions, he 
retired to his wretched bed- chamber, leaving Mr. 
Frap who heartily curſed him for a ſtingy milk- 
ſop: however, Bet, cried he, charge him regu- 
lar meals, and as he was preſent when the lady's 
ſupper was ordered, and he don't know ”twas paid 
för, fet that down' to. 
Mr. Latitat had promiſed to be at Trap's early in 
the motning ; but it was near twelve betore he ap- 


_ peared, haying, as he aſſured Henry, been engag- 


ed all the morning; and Trap chuſing to ſearch: - 
the offices for detainers, it was near three before 
he could be baited: the bifl Mrs.” Trap delivered 
him, he thought an impoſition, but, as Mr. Lati- 
tat Was f u different opinion, and adviſed the pay- 
ment, he diſcharged it; they then procceded to 
Bow-ſtfeet, where, to the manifeſt ſurpriſe of Hen- 


iy, and viſibly leſs of the attorney, they found 


2a — 
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they were too late, the Magiſtrates having left the 
office. 7 1 8 
The attorney then offered to accompany him to 
his lodgings, in order (as he ſaid) to enquire into 
Macdougal's motives for ſuch an atrocious act, as 
ſwearing a debt againſt a man, who had never 
any money tranſaction with him; he accepted the 


offer, which he conſidered as a mark of politeneſs, 


and they again took coach to Orange- ſtreet. 
The firſt thing they ſaw on alighting, was Ja- 
net Macdougal, ſetting up an Iriſb Howl at her 
own door, which had collected together a number 
of people; ſome of whom were laughing at, and 
others pitying, the poor old Iri/þ Woman.— 
Mr. Donald Macdougal was rather apprehenſive 
of the reſolution Mr. Benwell perſiſted in of mak- 


ing an inveſtigation into the entagrety of his actions; 


he had therefore wiſely reſolved to ſerve old Janet 
as ſne propoſed ſerving him, viz. leave her in lit- 


tle Orange: ſtreet to let lodgings by herſelf ; but, 


he had taken eſpecial care to free her from as ma- 
ny of the troubles of the world as he poſſibly could, 
having diſpoſed of the whole of his furniture by bill 
of ſale to the broker; and probably, being in want 
of linen, he had alſo carried with him all that 
Montgomery had left in his portmanteau- as to 


Henry he had his wardrobe on his back, and he 


had luckily given his two ſhirts to be waſhed by a 
woman whom the miſtreſs cf the inn had recom- 
mended.—As he had now nothing to do in theſe 
lodgings, he was going from thence, by Latitat's 
deſire, to Mr. Benwel}s: at the moment he was 
getting into the coach, a ticket porter aſked if his 
mame was Conway. 1 
le look'd at Latitat=can this be another arreſt? 

ſaid he. (4 
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be hanged; for that Scotch rogue my huſband, 
troth but its the greateſt pity in all Lunnan he e- 


ſelf, my dear, for, dye fee, he hath robb'd me on 
the highway, here in Orange-ftreet, of all m 
houſehold goods that my dear firſt huſband leſt me, 


brokers removing the goods while ſne continued 


her from a ſight that diſtracted her; but as the 


that it would be neceſſary to procure one before 
night; ſeeing therefore a bill up at a houſe he a- 
lighte *, knocked at the door, and hired two rooms 
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What's your buſineſs, friend? aſked the attor- 
ney—he had a parcel for Mr. Conway, the parcel 
was delivered, and opened.  _ 
To our hero's unſpeakable ſurpriſe, it contained 
his gold watch, chain: and ſeals; no words can de- 
ſcribe his joy at this unlooked-tor event; he de- 
elined accompanying Mr. Latitat to Mr. Benwell, 
but promiſed to wait on that gemleman early 
next morning. | EE | 
Juſt as he was again upon the point of leaving the 
ſtreet, Macdougal's wife, who had not before ſeen 
him, bawled out— — 1 
„ Arrah my dear ſhowl, and is it you indeed! 
fait, but I wiſh with all my heart you had been to 


ver gat up after you knocked him down ſo clane 
andi cliver. Oghl but I will go to the juſtice my- 


and all that I woorked ſo hard for myſelf ſince ; and 
now, how ſhall I get back to dear little Ireland? 
Ogh ! but if my dear ſweet maſter Charleſs Mont- 
gomery was here, he wauld not let ould Janet 
ſtarve, and fait I am too ould to-woork.” | 
Henry comforted the poor woman with his pro- 
miſes to aſũſt her to the utmoſt of his power; the 


her lamentation, and, ſetting up a freſh howl at e- 
very load they carried off ; he perſuaded her to get 
into the coach, merely with an intention to remove 


carriage moved on, he conſidered that the old wo- 
man muſt have a lodging as well as himſelf, and 
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in it, with the ridiculous reſolution bf taking a dif- 
treſſed old woman into keeping, 

When Janet, at. his requeſt, entered the houſe, 
the landlady knew her, and ſo pitied her caſe, that 
the deſired ſhe might eat and drink with her as 
long as the choſe to ftay. 

Henry having thus by accident ſtumbled on ſuch 
a comfortable place for his old protegee, left her, 
and went into the city to diſpoſe of. his watch and 
chain, for which he received twenty-five guineas ; 
on his return home, he purchaſed ſome linen and 
ſtockings, and the next morning, while he went to 
Mr. Benwell's, he deſired Janet to make enquiry 
after the cheapeſt and quickeſt conveyance to that 
dear little Ireland, whither ſhe was ſo anxious to 

Teturn, ; 

Mr. Benwell was a perſon of ſtrict honour and 
probity; he was. exceedingly diſſatisfied with the 
proceedings of his attorney, and very much diſap- 


Pointed that Macdougal had eſcaped: he received 


our hero with great politeneſs, and would poſitive- 
ly have refuſed the repayment of the money ad- 
vanced by Latitat, had he not ſeen in Henry's man- 
ner of urging it, that he ſhould wound his pride, 
in a degree very inadequate to bags ſervice the mo- 
ney could do him. 
lle gave him a general invitation to his houſe, 
and introduced him to Mrs. Benwell and two mai- 
den ſiſters who lived with him; all agreeable 
well- bred women, with whom he dined, and ſpent 
the remainder of the day 

At his return to his lodgings, on aſking for | anet, 
inſtead of the old woman. a letter curiouſly folded, 
and directed to Miſter Conway, theſeꝰ, was deli - 
mens to him, which he Js: to contain as fol- 
OWs ; 
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© ONORED SUR” Dt. 

&* ] hop you will not be angry, at my being ſo 
ce trobleſum, becaſe way, I am ſhoore you are 
«a jentleman, and as for poor Janet, d'ye ſee, why 
& the is gone to dear little Ireland at this preſent 
& riting, for the Killarny ſail's before I have done, 
* and my dear ſhoul, I am ſorry I have no more 
& to ſay, in the time, but one thing I may ſay, 
&« and that is Juell, to axe you, if you will take 
4 auld Janets dear little miſtreſs out of pane, and 
cc keep it, till I cumes back, O hone, many is the 
ce day | have woorked all night, to pay intruſt mo 
& ny for it, the double tiket is fowlded up in the 
& letter, O my deer but the Captain of the Kil- 
&« larny, is a Dublin lad; fait but he has a good 
& heard on the back of his face, and ſcorns to axe 
e money of a poor countrywoman, I hope I ſhall 
„ never lave dear little Ireland any more, till my 

deer little miſtreſs cumes home, and then by 
& that time, fait owld Janet will be rich enuff to 
& pay for the piktur, ſo no more at preſent from 

« your loving umbel ſarvan” 
| «© JanET MACDOUGAL.” 


'The double ticket, (as Janet called the duplicate,) 
was incloſed in this extraordinary epiſtle, with the 
name of the pawnbroker written on the back of it, 
and the ſum her dear little miſtreſs was pledged for, _ 
was four guineas. Henry was at a great loſs to 
concetve what kind of a picture Janet could have 
in her poſſeſſion, which would fetch ſo much mo- 
ney ; but there was ſomething about her, beſides 
the having nurſed his friend, which intereſted him 
in her favour, and he fully determined to comply 
with her requeſt, | 


D 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 
4 Bolin Nn. 


Two aa: were now. elapſed ſince our hero 


had paid his reſpects on Dowgate- hill, and Mr. 
Sab concluded his propoſat had not, on mature 
deliberation,, met his acceptance, a. matter that 
involved him in ſome difficulties with reſpect to 
Mrs. Gab, which he knew not how to get over.; 
the truth is, e had ſome ſecret bufineſs in London, 


and: his lady an indiſpenſable engagement in. the 


country; her abſence was alſo perfectly conveni- 
ent to him, but he neither could ſend her, nor in- 
deed would ſhe go without a male protector; he 
had hinted the matter to the captain, but that 
Polite young man was ſhocked at the idea; his 
mother, tho? it ſuited him to pay court to her fa- 
vour, was in his opinion an animate autre“ with 
| whom he would not be ſeen in public for the uni- 
. verſe. | | x 9 
Henry was therefore a moſt welcome gueſt to 
Mr. Gab, who could not conceal the ſatisfaction 


his return afforded him; he gave him his word, the 
Weſt India voyage ſhould immediately ſucceed the 


Brighthelmſtone excurſion ; mentioned his wife's 
Tidiculous quality-pride, as the reaſon for a conduct 


as irkſome to himſelf as it could be to him, and 


cautioned him upon no account to ſuffer a hint of 
his dependant ſituation to eſcape his lips, nor ever 
to contradict the idea ſhe had formed of his rank; 
concluding his inſtructions with a draft for fifty 
© many on Sy, _ which ſum he deſired 

enry would equip himſelt in a proper manner, to 
6s Mrs. and Miſs Gab. 4 | 
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Nothing in the world could be more pleaſing to 
our hero, than the proſpe& of the Welt India 
voyage; the buſineſs on which he was to go, pro- 
miſed a rich reward to induftry, as half the profits 
of that part of Mr. Gab's trade was to be his 
own.,—The poſſibility that one day, if Miſs El- 
ton was not engaged to the Baronet, he might 
meet her on terms of equality, all objections remov- 
_edandevery difficulty ſyrmounted, fired him with an 
emulation at once delightfu} and animating. Every 
interview with that lovely creature confirmed her 
empire over his heart; his judgment and fancy. 
were united in his partiality for her, and the more 
he ſaw of the world, the ſtronger was the connec- 
tion between reaſon and paſſion. In this warm 
caſtle-building ſcheme he totally forgot his betroth- 
ed Lavinia ; all that terrified him was the hand- 
ſome Baronet : but thoſe viſionary ideas were ſuc - 
ceeded by diſquieting realities; he muſt live with, 
fatter, and attend on one of the moſt diſagreeable 
women in the world ; one, whoſe vulgarity, ig- 
norance, and low breeding, were the leaſt diſgut 
ing parts of her character: there was a malignan- 


cy and envy in her diſpoſition, which ſhe had not 


art to hide, and which, ſhown as it was on every 
trifiing occaſion, rendered her altogether odious. 


Miſs Sophia, however, would be conſtantly of 


their party; and her amiable converſation and 

good humour, would ſoften-the-{lavery inflicted by, 
the folly of her mother. Sth 5 

Mr. Gab introduced him in form-; his ſpouſe 
was in extacies at the thought of having a man of 
rank under her roof; ſhe had perſonally inſpected 
the convenience of his apartment, and begged he 


would conſider himſelf as * quite at home.? 


Sophia's eyes ſparkled; ſhe ſhould enjoy the dear 
delight of talking of, and perhaps in time of hear- 
ing from her beloved Charleſs; ſhe welcomed our 
8 Ds hero 


＋ 
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hero with a pleaſing earneſtneſs that flattered Wm, 
and gratified her Mama. = 1 
After dinner, Mrs. Gab (unwilling one evening | 
ſhould be loſt, by ſpending it at ber own houſe | 
without a croud of company,) propoſed, that Mr. 
Conway ſhould take a corner m her coach, and ac- = 
company Sophia and herſelf to thoſe people = | 
whom the had long been indebted as a viſitor; to | 
be ſure ſhe ought to make im a thouſand apolo- 
ies for interdooſeing Aim in company /e mult de- 9 
eile becauſe, for ſartain, fe had been uſed to 8 
ether us /a ſort of beings; and, indeed, ſo was ſhe NF 
too, but Mr. Gab's obſtinancy obliged her to 1 
breathe the odious city air; fe would ſtill grub on 
in his old way; no ambition, no ſpirit in Aim, 
tho? all the world knew he was rich enough to get 
into Parliament, or at leaft buy a Lordſhip : “ and 
fo, as the old ſaying is, dear fir,” continued Mrs. Gab, 
„hen at home we muſt do as Romans do; 
while we live in the horrid city, one mu/? be ci- 
vil to the things one is obliged ſometimes to ſee; *! 
' tho? really ſhe ſhould bluſh to announce a parſon 
of Mr. Conway's rank among tradeſmen.” = 
Mr. Conway entreated ſhe would be perfe&tly £ 
eaſy on his account; 4e ſhould be honoured in 
paying his reſpects ” any friend of Mrs Gab's.— 1 
„That was the very thing that vexed her, all lf 
eier friends were different ſort of people, they 
were Ladies, and Ducheſſes, and Lords, ang 
c Barrow-Nights, and people that went to court, E 
and ſpoke to the King and Queen, and who 
© would be ſo happy to have her among them. But 
* it did not ſignify, Mr. Gab would not be prevail- 
e ed on, and ſhe muſt make the beſt of it, tho? 
„ to be ſure ſhe never ſent her cards round, but 
«© ſhe bluſhed to death at dating them from Dow- 
© g}ate-hill”; and the tears aQually filled her eyes, 
at the cruel recollection. 415 A 
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thought I ſhould have ſounded; ſo up 
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Mr. Gab ſat ſipping his wine like a philoſophe 


during this harangue, nor once did he interrupt 
her, except to drink her health.—Preciſely at 
feven, he wiſhed them a pleaſant evening, and 
went out. „ „ 

„There again now,” cried Mrs. Gab, © you 


ſee how I am uſed; Mr. Gab has no more 
taſte; all his delight is ſneaking into holes and 
corners with low company. I never could get 
him to go to Lady Baſto's affembly but once, 
and then, if you'll believe me, I could not 

erſuade him to wear a bag, or put on a ſword, 
Only think what diſtreſs I muſt be in, to inter- 
dooſe a man in a drab coloured cloth coat, and 


a grizzle bob, as my ſpouſe, among people of 


quality: no, nor after loſing one rubber, ny 
one, at the Gauld table, would he play again, 
tho' Lady Betty Counter herſelf ax'd him; not 
he; and there at twelve o'clock he began to 
yawn and gape; Oh dear |! 1 never was fo con- 
founded in all my life; and, then again, having 


with the utmoſt difficulty perſuaded him to ſtay 


when the ſupper was announced at two o'clock, 
(we never ſup till two there; don't you think 
ſupping in the morning delightful ?) well, there 
if you'll believe me, if he didn't take out his 
watch, and ſtare as it he had ſeen a ſpectre 


and, ſupper, ſays he, to Lady Baſto's man out of 


livery (a very pretty behaved gentleman) ſupper, 
why 'tis paſt two o'clock | Lord! Mr. Conway, I 
i goes, 
and ſlides a guinea into Mr. Ferret's hand, and 


whiſpered Mr. Gab, that it was the cuſtom of 


Lady Paſto's houſe, and begged he would not 
expoſe me to the ridicule of the company; and, 
i ailure you it was as much as | could do to per- 
ſuade him to be quiet: well then, after ſupper, 
Lady Baito, and Lady Betty, and Captain Gungt- 
MD. 4 let 
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% let all perpoſed a ſingle rubber wi' me; and ſo, 
'« while we were at cards, what does Mr. Gab do, 
% but entertain the company with his hiſtory from 
« beginning to end; all about his firſt coming to 
% town, and, and, all that ; ; and do you know I 
e was ſo ſhocked and confounded, that I took a 
* nervious fever, and never ſtirred out of my room 
“ the whole winter after.” 

Henry could hardly forbear laughing at this dif 
mal account of Mr. Gab's deficiency in the graces; 


but the coach drawing te the door, very fortunate- 


ly relieved him from her repeated queſtions of © Did 
1 you ever, Sir, hear the like? — Can you con- 
« ceive how exceedingly ſhock'd I was?— Don't 
« you wonder I ſurvived it”? as. it was proper a 


few more diamonds ſhould be crouded-on her head; 


and _ Sophia was alſo commanded to wear: her 
earls. 
F Thefe matters adjuſted, and Mrs. Gab, her 
daughter, and our hero ſeated in the carriage, ie 
was ordered to Great St. Helen's. 
The direction filled him with terror; ſhould the 
viſit be intended to Mr. Leviſage's, and he, or any 
ol his family recollect him, what would become of 
Mrs. Gab's quality Mr. Conway, or, what was of 
more importance, of his Weſt India expedition 
nay, it was far from unlikely, that Mrfs Elton, or 


ſome of Mr. Franklin's connections might be there; 


all his hope was, that Mr. Gab, whoſe acquaint- 


” .ance was univerſal, had other viſits to pay in Great 


St. Helen's ; this hope however was of ſhort dura- 
tion; as, on ſtopping the coach he ſaw. by the 
light ef the lamp at the door the name of Levi- 
fage ;” it was then too late to retreat, the ſervant 
appeared, and the way was led into a handſome 


drawing room, before he could determine on any 
means of eſcaping ; his anxiety was increaſed at 
it announced to the Company, as Mr. 
Conway. | 


hearing bimſe 
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Conway, a near relation of Lord H 's; more 
eſpecially, as Lord Creſpigney, Miſs Leviſage's 
lover, was- preſent, who ſat indolently picking his 
white teeth on the ſopha, without taking any other 


notice of their. entrẽ, than juſt caſting a ſatirical 


glance at his fair miſtreſs. | 
But the moment Mrs. Gab mentioned. the rank 
of her eſcort, his lordſhip. paid the moſt polite at- 
tention to our hero, who, however, felt extremely 
aukward at the duplicity of the character he had 
unwillingly aſſumed. | „ . 
Lord Creſpigney was grandſon to an earl of an- 
cient blood, large eſtate, and great, family ho- 
naurs; his father died when he was a very young 
minor, but not before the large perſonal fortune, 


his mother had brought into the family, was en- 


tirely diſhpated, and all. the eſtate that could be 


The large jointure, ſettled on Lady Creſpigney, 
was a great drawback on the income of the old 


mortgaged deeply incumbered. 


earl, who, fortunately, was a perſon, who had a 


reat turn for expence, many. paſſions to grati- 
55 and as few, ideas of prudence, as well as his 
Lady Creſpigney- was a woman of great: ſenſe, 
and little prudence ;. her houſe was the refort- of 
pedants, and authors; ſhe took. on herſelf the pa- 
tronage of men of letters, and female wits. Lady 
Creſpigney had a vain heart, and full purſe z it was 
the. mode to conſult her on each new publication; 
and her countenance was anxiouſly ſought after at 
the firſt repreſentation. of a new piece. She was a 


Writer, a critic, and a platoniſt. 


But it was not merely literature that delighted 
Lady Creſpigney, ſhe was a violent lover of har- 


mony; Haly, dear Italy, was the land of rapture: 


to the urprze of every body who knew her lady - 
ſhip, and to the diſgrace of the Belles Lettres, her 
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paſſion for ſound, without ſubſtance, was carried 


to a prodigious length; to mdulge her penrhant, | 
the actually quitted England, and deſerted her chil- 


dren. Having ſold the reverſion of her land, and 


realized her .perfonal eſtate, in favour of a Signor 


Cremona, whoſe long fingers, delicate nails, and 
capital execution on various muſical inſtruments, ſhe 
had found irrefiftible, the happy pair, it is ſuppoſed, 


retired into the very boſom of telicity, as the lady | 


has never ſince been heard of, except by the perſon 
who purchaſed her jointure, he being obliged to 
produce a certificate of the Signora's exiſtence de⸗ 
fore he can receive her annual income. 

Miſs Creſpigney was, happily for her, taken un- 
der the care of her noble grandmother, and two 
maiden aunts; but her brother fell more properly 

to the tuition of his grandfather, a man of profeſſed 
. and redueed income; ſo that Lord 
Creſpigney was obliged to fee through the earls 
ſpectacles, in his choice of a wife, and take her 
whoſe caſh was abundant ; a matter indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to conſider, as all the money that could 
be borrowed on the joint ſecurity of the noble earl, 
and his grandſon and heir, had been raiſed, and 
politely ſpent. 

Some diſtant family relations with Lady Baſto, 
had introduced them, by her means (as the derang- 
ed fortunes of the family were perfeQiy well known 
to her ladyſhip) to Mrs. Gab; and his lordſhip 

taking an early opportunity of falling i in love with 
Miſs Sophia; that young lady, as her mother ſaid, 


« Mought have been his wife, and ſhe mother to a 


& counteſs;” but Miſs Gab, who was not anxious 
to improve her rank in life by ſo great an alliance, 
declinedthe offered honour. —Mifſs. Leviſage ha ppen- 
ing to viſit them at that critical period, and, as was 
her general cuſtom, having exhibited her air and 


graces to my lord, before the earl, he was imme 


diately 


0 
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diately directed to transfer his violent attachment 
from Miſs Sophia Gab, and fifty thouſand pounds, 
to Miſs Eliza Leviſage, with fixty. TTY OP 

This exchange, indeed, without mentioning the 
odd ten thouſand, was very judicious, as Mifs Le- 
viſage was a lady whoſe tafte, ſentiments, and 
manners, were a vaſt deal more adapted to ſhine in 
high life than thoſe of her friend Miſs Gab. D 

Mr. Leviſage had, however, but one induce» 
ment to conſent to the match; which was to gra- 
tify his darling and only child ; he had many ob- 
jections to oppoſe to her wiſhes: it was with great 
reluctance he could be prevailed on to give fixt 
thouſand pounds of the money he had toiled and 
moiled for through thick and thin, up eafly and 
late; and all for what? juſt to make Betſy a lady; 
when at the fame time, in his opinion, a Lady 
Mayoreſs was the only title worth coveting, It 
would have been far more agreeable to him to 
have choſen a ſon-in-law off the Dutch-Walk on 
the Exchange, in order to extend his bufineſs, than 
the firſt title at court. | 
But, although every interview with Lord Cref- 
pigney ſerved to increaſe his diflike to the match, 
he wanted reſolution to put a negative on any re- 
queſt of Tetſy's; ſhe was his firft object, all his 
pride was centered in her, and whatever ſhe did, 
or ſaid, however ridiculous, was clever, and to 
the purpoſe. | | | | ; 
Mr. Leviſage found from his attorney, as well 
as from common fame, that Lord Creſpigney had 
nothing clear to ſettle on his daughter, but his mo- 
ther's jointure, which he was not in any likelihood 
of ſoon ſucceeding to; as to the earls eſtate, that 
was likewiſe in ſafe hands; thefe were facts, he 
hinted to his Tetſy, but her Ladyſhip, and 
the agrement of the charming lord, were more pow- / 
jF ©riul in their influence over her mind, than 1 bagel 
3 ER | father 


— 
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father could urge on the ſcore of prudence ; tears, 
exclamations, and faintings, followed every conver- 
ſation of that ſort, and the old man agreed to give 
the ſixty thouſand down, although, he ſaid, hemight 
as well toſs it into the Thames. | | 


Mrs. Leviſage was a motherly good. fort of a 
woman ; ſhe was famous for making hunting pud- 


dings, and keeping an exact order and regularity 

in her family. Her delight, as Lord Creſpigney 
ſaid, was in a great quantity of roof? and boiled.” 
which ſhe diſtributed herſelf every morning to a 
ſet of indigent people, who attended her for that 
purpoſe ;. ſhe paid great part of her pocket money, 
annually, for: the expence of nurſes and midwives 


to poor people; employed all her leiſure in 2257 | 


coarſe linen for children; ſhe made excellent plaiſ- 
ters; and was her own confeftioner, 

The whole morning Mrs. Levifage was in her 
kitchen, enjoying life; in the evening in her draw- 
ing- room, dreſſed alike in winter and ſummer, ſo 
richly, that her finery weighed her down; ſhe too 
was a wonderful admirer of Tetſy, and not a little 
vain of the rank that awaited.her acceptance. 

As ſoon as Mrs, Gab was ſeated, a rivalſhip com- 

menced between the two matrons, which conti- 
| _ under the moſt: friendly maſk during the 
vint. | 


not having done herſelf the honour of waiting on 


Mrs. Gab, but really Tetſy and her had been ſo 


much engaged, what with chooſing furniture, fix- 
ing on the colour of carriages, and ordering cloaths, 


looking over jewels, and preſents from my lord's 


family, and what with her own domeſtic concerns, 
that it was impoſſible to ſtir out. 

Mrs. Gab, whoſe acquaintance in two or three 
of the great ſquares filled her with an idea of ſupe- 


Tior conſequence, looked down on all family con- 
cerns,, | 


Mrs. Leviſage begged a. thouſand pardons for 
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cerns, nor would ſhe,. on any account, venture to 
give her opinion of the dreſſing of the proviſion, 
either at her. own table or that of any other per- 
ſon, leſt it ſhould have the fatal. effect of remind- 
ing the company ot her culinary talents; that part 
therefore of Mrs, Leviſage's apelogy ſhe looked 
on as a mark of. the poor woman's ignorance. 

But every alluſion to the wedding, every hint 
that led to her daughter's nobility, ſtruck her to 
the heart, and impoſed a momentary filence, even 
on Mrs. Gab ;. but her natural volubility was too 
powerful to be reſtrained by her reflection, and ſne 
ſoon recovered from the embarraſſment into which 
her envy had thrown her. NET 

To be ſure ſhe had been immenſely wretched, 
at having been ſo long deprived of the pleaſure of 
ſeeing Mrs.Leviſage; and indeed ſhe ſhauld have cer» 
tainly called in Great St. Helen's, but Eady. Baſto, 
and the counteſs, were wretched when ſhe could 
Not be at all their private parties; and then the 
dutcheſs. was, beſides being ſo very peremptory in 
her invitations, ſuch a prodigious, agreeable body, 
that really it was abſolutely impoſſible to miſs her 
nights; ſhe had not yet, ſo numerous were her en- 
an been to pay her reſpeQs to the Lady 
Mayoreſs, ſince the Eaſter Ball, when the crowd 
had ſo fatigued her, that ſhe could only bow her 
compliments, e 

Mrs. Leviſage fat half impatient, and half iner 
dulous, during the whole former part of Mrs Gab's 
ſpeech, but when the Lady Mayoreſs was menti- 

oned, it relieved her, and that being a ſubje@ on a 

which. fe alſo could talk, having graced the Eaſter- 9 

ball herſelf, the two mothers, however they gene- 
rally differed in taſte and judgment, happened, at 


p 
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e Preſent, to be of one mind: they agreed, that. out 
bs of the number. of their fellow citizens, who. filled 
- the. Manſion-houſe on that occaſion, there were 
bs, " 8 


— none 
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none who were properly dreſſed, or who had con- 
ducted themſelves on that trying occaſion, with 


half the elegance they themſelves had done; and 


the ladies, after a deſcription of the dreſs, and an 
inveſtigation into the circumſtances of every city 


dame they knew, perfectly iagreed in envying all 


who were richer, and deſpiing thoſe who were 
poorer than themſelves. : 


During this converſation, the young ladies had 
alſo entered into a {eparate confab. 

Miſs Leviſage was fo delignted with © the ho- 
nourable,” ſoon to be annexed to her name, ſo 
charmed with the ſplendour oi her proſpects, and 
ſo elated at the idea of the dreſs, equipage, viſits, 
etcetera, that ſhe could neither think nor talk of a- 
ny thing elſe ; Sophia was a filent, though hardly, 
attentive-auditor of the thouſand. fine things, ſhe 


was entertained with; her ſilence was modeſtly im- 
puted to envy, a paſſion the amiable Miſs Leviſage 


did all in her power to increaſe, by exaggerating 
her extreme good fortune, and by enlarging on 


the magnificence of the intended nuptials. She took 


unneceflary trouble; 'Sophia's thoughts were on 
objeRts far removed from eourts : and ſo little was 
the affected with the kindneſs of her friend, that 
ſhe would have been puzzled, had ſhe been called 
on for that purpoſe, to-recount any part of the in- 
| tereſting ſtory. : 2 | 9 
Lord Creſpigney (as Mr. Gab ſaid) now finding 
it poſſible Mr. Conway might be a hundredth cou- 
fin to a nobleman, thought proper to enter into 
chat with hin: | | | 
Don't you find this confounded city a tireſome 
4c hore, Sir ?” faid he, in the moſt genteel indo- 
tent tone imaginable ;- I never enter it but it af- 
© fedte my neryes ; pon my donor that woman 
& that Mrs: Gab, ſets me in a fever whenever L 


& look in her abominable red face - hat a redun- 
EUR & dancy- ' 


- 


92 
© 


dad Bi 4mm old 6s 4 ® boo 


/ 


r IIA. ]ĩ . —˙•mwÄ T — 


* 


i JUVENELE INDISCRETIONS. 567 


& dancy of tongue and completion !—the one re- 
& minds me of the running down of an alarum, 
the other of a raw beet-ſteak.—Does Lady Baſto 
really open her doors to the ſavage? Oh! yes; 
—] think I recolle& her ladyſhip's private 
«© purſe is not in the moft agreeable ſtate.— Well! 
thoſe citizens have certainly an advantage from 
their gold. Did you look in the Haymarket 
£« laſt night ?—that little devil, the Theodore, 
_ & danced divinely, I am told; I was not there my- 
„ ſelf, I had an engagement,“ (yawning)- that 
kept me till late this morning.” ——Before Henry 
could anſwer any part of this elegant addreſs, they 
were interrupted by the bride ele&t; who having 
heard her ſwain talk of being out all night, imme- 
diately exclaimed againſt ſuch irregularities : | 
Oh, you wicked creature!“ liſped ſne,“ you 
© talk of the head- ach. How can you expect ever to 
'« he free from it, while you are ſuch a rake ?? _ 
Ah ma belle ange, replied my lord, vous 
«© avez rui ſon, but your charms will make a ſober 
fellow of me.” -A converſation ſucceeded this 
gallant ſpeech, very intereſting to the parties, but 
of ſmall conſequence to this hiſtory—my readers. 
will therefore ſuppoſe it as exceedingly clever and 
entertaining to them, in proportion as it tired and 
diſguſted Sophia; and they will not be ſurprrzed 
that the ordering Mrs: Gab's carriage was as joy- 
ful a relief to that young lady, as it was to our 


— 


D | 
The ſatisfaction of poor Sophia was, however 


N 


> 
but momentary ; they were no ſooher ſeated than 
her mother began to vent on her the envy with 
Which the thought of Miſs Leviſage's approaching 

nuptials filled her.— She charged her daughter wit 

ancorrigible ſtupidity, meanneſs of fpirit, and the 
extremeſt folly in refufing a lord, who was alfo a 
nne gentle man; and appealed to Henry, whether 
| | 1¹ 
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it were not the moſt aggravatingeſt thing in the f 
whole world. —Poor Sophia could only anſwer with I 
her tears ; and theſe Mrs. Gab'was pleaſed, in her : 
wonderful wiſdom, to attribute to a ſource very fo- 1 
reign to the true one.—“ Yes, yes, ſhe might well c 
cry and make a piece of work! my lord was ac- I 
© tually gone, —loſt ;—and the next lord the took | 
& the trauble of getting for her, ſhe would know t 
« better how to uſe him; ſhe was ſerved aright, C 
« did. not Mr. Conway think ſo ??? 85 | 
Henry, who was congratulatmg himſelf on the t 
eſcape he had juſt had, could not fail, at this ap- 1 
peal, of being diverted at her longings after a ſon- C 
in-law who ſo cordially deſpiſed her; — but, ridicu- c 
lous as her ambition rendered her, and much: as he 6 
felt for Sophia, whoſe gentle ſighs reached his ears, 0 
he avoided contradicting her on quality ſubjects, in c 
obedience to the injunctions of Mr. Gab. | | c 
It was ten o'clock when the carriage ſtopped on 8 
Dowgate-hill; and he was aſtoniſhed to find that 8 
the faſhionable Mrs. Gab was then going weſtward, a 
to the aſſembly of a woman of ſaſhion: ſhe choſe 9 
to ſet her daughter down, but preſſed our hero to MM 
accompany her; adding by way of inducement, yy 
“ ſome of his relations, as well as many other per- t 
* ſons of quality, ſhe durft to ſay, he knew would 55 
6 be there: but the conſtraint he had already ſuf- 8 
fered, the anxiety he had felt in fear of a diſcovery 
of his real character, and the apprehenſion of A 
what would be the reſult of ſuch a diſcovery, were, Ge 
he thought, quite enough for one evening, and he :D 
declined ſecing his relations and friends, under t 
pretence of. a violent. head-ach z on which, with t] 
the addition of another footman, and two wax- fi 
flambeaux, the prudent; mother left him to the ſ 
ſociety of her beautiful: daughter. Sophia bluſhed 1 
at a retroſpect ſo little to the hanour af her mo- t! 
ther; her want of delicacy was as conſpicuous as e 
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her want of breeding; but though contempt and 
ridicule were properly her portion from people of 
a different deſcription, who ſaw that her ignorance: 
was the leaſt diſguſting part of her character, her. 


daughter who was a compoſition of ſoftneſs, good - 

. nature, and ſenſibility, could not help wiſhing to 

þ ſoften the glaring traits of her mother's folly, and 

7 to blunt the edge of thoſe vices that rendered her 
, deſpicable. | | . 

She, therefore, as ſoon as they were alone, at- 

e tempted a vindication of Mrs. Gab, by eriminat- 
1 ing herſelf; My mama,” ſaid the amiable advo- 

— cate, © having no ſuſpicion that I can, at ſo early 
= e a period of my life, entertain a partiality for any 
e 6 one who has not received the ſanction of my 
„ b parent's approbation, and Lord Creſpignẽ 
a * happening to ſuit her ideas of what would con- 
„ ce ſtitute my felicity, it is natural to ſuppoſe ſhe 

n & ſhould be diſpleaſed at the diſappointment of her 
it «views for a child, from whom the has a right to 
d, % expect obedience, without any reaſon ſhe ma 

ſe dare to aſſign, for the contrary, I wiſh,” con- 
1 „ tinued ſhe (dropping a tear) I could obey my 
1 Mama“ Good God! madam,” cried Henry 
1— | haſtily, “ ſure you do not wiſh you could pledge 
ld | « your faith and love to ſucha being as Lord Cref- | 
j. © pigney?” ? , 
ry „Mel no; ” anſwered ſhe, © I only wiſn I could * WM 
of e obey my mama; and, perhaps I may alſo mo- 
* „s deſtly with that a certain wandering ſailor had a | 
be title.“ Having thus gratified herſelf by vindica- 
ler ting her mother, it was but fair, ſhe ſhould ſeize + 
ith the preſent longed for occaſion of talking on the 
x- ſubject neareſt her heart; every circumſtance re- 
the | ſpecting Montgomery was told over and over; all 
ned | Henry remembered of him, even to a minute repe- 
no- tition of his words, was called for, and again repeat- 
83 ed; Montgomery was the theme of the night.; 
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but, in the number of particulars, Henry entertain- 
ed her with, „, as old Janet would have faid, re- 
membered to forget every part of the' Bagnio ſcene; 
nor did Sophia once in the courſe of the evening, 
agan 1 could 1 her mama. 


| CH AP TER XXXVIIL 
12 4 return t old Fellies and 0/4 Friends, 


"AE: me Ro paſſed at 'Dunſtan's- kill, and: 
| lever elſe Mrs. Gab choſe to figure, with won 
derful ſatisfa ction; and the town emptying very faſt, 
Henry was in lefs danger of being dragged into 
company, chat would difconcert him. Mrs. Gab's 
regard increaſed with her pride on the reſpect paid 
her friend Conway in all companies to which he 
Was introduced; and many good natured people 
gave a ręaſon for her attachment not quite conſiſt- 
ent with her rigid virtue; but no malevolent aſ- 
perſions could hurt Aer; any little body indeed 
would have been ruined by the interpretation put 
on her extraordinary [fondneſs for the young man's 
party”; but it is no more than juſtice to Mrs. 
Gab to iy, that all her penc iam was for his ſup- 
poſed rank; and ſhe added to her other civilities 
the title of Honourable, by which ſhe diſtingurſhed 
him æt afl her own parties. 
Henrys perſon, figure, manners, and behaviour, 
* extremely well calculated to carry on this 
rye ro he had a polite addtefs, a good under- 
| and an affability that endeated him to 
dag der Nek v hom he converſed on terms of eq ua. 
lity; and where he choſe to ſhew reſpect, he could 
ae doit wit hout the ſmalleſt tindure of fervi- 
he was indeed in ſuch general eſtimation in 


lity; 
the circle of Mrs. Gab's — that has 
* ? — > TE he: 72 
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he been diſpoſed to take advantage of the counten- 
ance ſhewn him, he might have out- ſoared Lord 
Creſpigney himſelf; as a jeweſs of immenſe fortune 
caſt on him the eyes of affection, but he was too 
honeſt to diſſemble; and the hateful truth, that 
he was engaged, was oppoſed to her offer of 
changing her religion for him. This circumſtance 
increaſed his intereſt with Mrs. Gab, who was 
delighted that her man of faſhion refuſed to mix 
with the kennel; and Mr. Gab was exceedingly 
pleaſed with the whole of his conduct; he found 
moreover, his own actions ſo little ſcrutimzed-intoy 
that he was profuſe in promiſes of future, and ex- 
tremely liberal in his preſent friendſhip. © 
The lady to whom it pleaſed her huſband he 
ſhould be Ciceſbeo, without the leaſt regard to pro- 
priety.or expence, kept him in a conſtant vortex of 
pleaſure; dreſs, diſſipation, company and public 
places, began to ſteal on his ſenſes by impercepti- 
ble degrees; the reſpect paid to the well known 
wealth of the Gab family, rendered his attendance 
on them but too flattering to a young man; Cap- 
tain Gab, notwithſtanding all his boaſts, was ſtill 
leſs acquainted among people of rank than his mo- 
ther, and believing in the family creed, that Mr. 
Conway was ſomebody, he paid him great court; 
| nay, he carried his attachment further than any 
q = one of the family: Happening to call at Dowgate- 
hill ſometimes when his ma' was out, and by no 
means chuſing to trouble Pa?;* he condeſcended to 
fupply ſome unexpected exigences in his affairs out 
of Henry*spurſe ; a matter, as both the borrower and 
lender conceived it, of very trifling importance; 
for, although Mr. Gab was a man who valued 
himſelf on his ready money dealings, never ſuffer- 
ing a tradeſman to leave his houſe with a bill un- 
paid; and although he had recommended the ſame 

mode of conduct to Henry, yet, as Captain Gab 
— : engaged 


yep w ww = 
8 


— 


bales I > To UP Sw 
% & — 4 9 


@ OT 
* * Fg 


72 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 

engaged his honour to repay him when he received 
his income, and as the taylor, ſhoe-maker, and 
other tradeſmen, to whom Mr. Gab had recom- 
mended him, were ſo far from prefling for pay- 
ment, that they did not bring their bills in when 
ordered, it made, as Captain Gab ſaid, and as 


Henry agreed, very little difference, whether the 


money were in the hands of a parcel of raſcally 
tradeſmen, whoſe charges would well enough af- 
ford credit, or in his, who had very particular oc- 
caſion for it. But I am now ſure my young rea- 


ders will think it high time to hear of my hero's 


making ſome effort to ſee Mifs Elton, 
The truth 4s, he had been twice at Faſt-Sheen 
but being always a perfon of more warmth of tem- 
r than prudence, his enquiry was made with fo 
little caution, at a fruiterer's near the ſchool, that 
they were carried with a few of the uſual additions 
to Mrs. Napper's, as ſoon as he left the ſhop. 
Mrs. Napper immediately gueſſed who the offi- 
cious meddler in the affair of her young charge 
was, and ſhe had the beſt of reaſons to dread his in- 
fluence might militate againſt her deareſt intereſts, 
if Henry Dellmore got to the ſpeech of Clara Elton; 
ſhe therefore expreſſed her fears, leſt ſome wick- 
ed perſon might have a deſign on her. ward, and 
gave the woman her leſſon, in caſe the ſame per- 
ſon ſhould repeat his viſit, | | 
In a very few days Henry called at the fruiterer's, 
and was there told that Miſs Elton and Jemima 
were gone to Eſher; Henry put half a guinea into 
the woman's hand, and gave her an addrefs to A. B. 
at a coffee-houſe; ſhe promiſed to inform him of 


derreturn; and this converſation was faithfully 
tranſmitted to Mrs. Napper, as far as it concern- 


ed her to know it; for as to the money, that was 
a different concern. So long a ſpace had now elapſ- 
ed, without the promiſed information, that he had 


ti. a 


Sh md 


RO | Sg. 
2. * 0 3 


6 
. 


1 ; 
n N 7 


JUVENILE INDISCRET.IONS, 73 


no doubt of her continuing with Mr. Franklin, and | 


for ſome time after, the Weſt India voyage was the 


goal in view, which would one day be the means 


of rendering him worthy of Clara Elton. 
Buy degrees, howe er, he thought leſs of ex- 
ploring the ocean for riches, which he could ſo 


eaſily command in the regions of pleaſure. 
Mrs. Gab very ſeldom made an engagement 
in which he was not included, but when otherwiſe 


he loſt the pleaſure of Sophia's company.—All his 


enquiries after Montgomery, were fruitleſs; he 
had even written to Ireland, by an acquaintance 
he had made with a linen- factor, hut no account 


was received of him; the diſappointment ſunk into 
. the ſoul of the gentle Sophia; ſhe retired from ſo- 
ciety with more real ſatisfaction than thouſands wha 


deteſt ſolitude would ſeek it ; even Henry had. no 
longer power to amuſe her; thoſe evenings there- 
fore, few as they were,- that left him diſengaged, 


were devoted to the company of young men, as 
thoughtleſs as himſelf, and at this period he was 


initiated into a practice to which he was hitherto 
happily a ſtranger—of deep pla x. 
In this eritical ſituation, I grieve to own that all 
my hero's Juvenile Indi ſcretions were reſumed, ex- 
cepting only the one he - had-folemnly renounced ; 
neither company, the roar of mirth, nor example, 
had power to tempt him to exceed the third glaſs: 
„ what errors {ever more commit,” ſaid he, 
4 ſhall be charged to my reaſon,” ? . 
He was one evening with Mrs. Gab and her 


by 
- 


daughter at the little theatre, when a ſervant who 


was keeping a place being called to in the middle 
of the firſt act of the play, it oceaſioned a little buſ- 


tle by his falling over the ſeat, and drew the atten- 


joy of the gentlemen, which was dcawn, off to- 
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_ dreſſed and glittering with jewels, came into the 


box. | 
Her features were lovely; they were too famili- 
ar to Henry not to be inſtantly recognized; in 2 


moment her eyes teſtified ſne knew him, although 


her recollection was not accompanied with the con- 
fuſion that overwhelmed iim; ſhe aroſe, and mak- 
ing the faſhionable bend, ſat down to view in the 
gazing multitude the effects of charms which were 
too conſpicuous to be unobſerve. 
Henry turned pale, he trembled, he ſaw in the 
elegant figure before him the bane of his peace, the 
ruin of his morals, the world that ſtood between 
him and Clara Elton. 8 
It was Lavinia Orthodox. 3 | 
„ Bleſs me! Mr. Conway, what's the matter 
& with you?” cried Mrs. Gab, you look extreme- 
« ly ill.“ | | | 
Again his eyes met thoſe of Lavinia, who hay- 
ing ſacrificed to vanity, had time to give him a look 
of ſoft invitation: what his thoughts were at this 


rencontre, would be perhaps difficult truly to ay; - | 


he then returned her firſt notice with a graceful 
8 and a look of pleaſure highly flattering to the 
ady. %/%%ööͥ „ area baghadgh LL 
The notice Mrs: Gab had taken of his change 
of countenance, and the anxiety ſhe expreſſed leſt 
he ſhould be ill, naturally carrying her obſervations, 


to the part of the houſe whence his agitation ſeem- 


ed to ariſe, ſhe quickly ſaw Lavinia. | 
* [5s that aladyof quality?“ whiſpered ſhe. 
HFardly knowing in his confuſion what anfwer to 

make, he choſe the'moſt improper, and told her, 
it was; on which, Mrs. Gab, fearful of appearing 
to be defictent in politeneſs to an acquaintance of 
Mr. Conway's, roſe immediately, and obliged her 
daughter to do the ſame, to pay her reſpeQs to the 
woman of faſhion. * e 


9 . id a may... .. 


This procedure attracted the eyes of the beaux 
from Lavinia; the glaſſes were directly levelled at 
Sophia, and ſome young bucks, in boots and 


" cockades, from the other ſide of the houſe, made 
n their way into the box, and greatly exaſperated 
- Henry by their familiar glances at Sophia. Among 
8 others, was one perſon who watched, an unreaſon- 
e able length of time, for an opportunity of making 
© his bow, and which, when he had done, as he 
| thought it caught our hero's notice, met not the 
je leaft return. | 
ie His attention was indeed otherwiſe engaged. 
en The appearance of Lavinia, in that elegant 
| ſtile, baniſhed from his heart a load of care; + the 
was, he now thought, undoubtedly. married, and 
er | he freed from the long, long ſickening idea, of an 
e- engagement with her. While he looked with 
_ | pleaſure on Lavinia; and while, in the internal 
y- agagitations which the fight of her occafioned, he 
ok turned his vacant eye round a fall threatre, and 
his ſaw not a ſingle object, Clara Elton appeared to his 
y; mental view, adorned with modeſty, truth, and 
fut 3 Kindneſs ; her ſoft hand was in his graſp, he en- 
he cCircled her waiſt, her eyes ſwam in tenderneſs, and, 
Phat he had never before dared to indulge in, he 
ige lived over the happy moments that paſſed at Trap's, 


eſt & before Miſs _— introduced the ſubject of his 
ons engagement to I. avinia. „ 
m- ager to ſatisfy himſelf, and confirm his hopes, 
att the end of the ſecond act he went to her box. 
5 If Lavinia Orthodox had ever (which is a diſput- 
r to ed point) loved any body, it was Henry Dellmore. 
her, Beautiful as ſhe appeared, her figure was not more 


rin attractive as a female, than his was as a male; 
e of few young men equalled him in perſon, and fewer 


ſtill in that nameleſs grace that forms the perfect 
gentleman. The reception he met with from his 
old acquaintance was warmer than he wiſhed or 
— wa expected; 
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expected; her eyes were far more eloquent than 
her tongue, although ſne was no niggard in expreſ- 
ſions of unbounded joy, at meeting him, when ſhe 
had long given up every hope of ever more being 
ſo happy: but this,” ſaid ſhe, ** is no place to 
« ſay a thouſandth part of what I think; when 
& will you call on me?” 5 . 
He was not, he anſwered, at his own diſpoſal ; 
but he would endeavour te obey her commands, at 
any time and hour ſhe would appoint. | 
„ Commands, Henry ==] live at the milliner's 
« in Greek-ſtreet.” . 
„ You have changed your name, I preſume, 
% Madam?“ She gave him a card, with * Mrs. 


Wallace” printed on it. Twelve, to-morrow, I 


© ſhall be at home,” ſaid ſhe, piqued at his cool 
manner. | | 
&« At that hour I will have the honour to attend 


you,“ anſwered he, bowing as he left her. 


In the lobby he encountered the ſame pair of 
lobular unmeaning eyes that had ſo long watched 
bis motions from the other ſide ot the houſe. | 
Henry's heart was uncommonly, light; it was in 

a humour to enter into an exchange of kindneſs 


with all mankind ; now he ſaw the eyes that ſaw 


him, and, forgetting the diſpleaſure of their laſt 
meeting, extended his hand, with apparent plea- 
ſure ; and proceeding to his box in familiar chat, 
did the very thing for Martin, in mere thoughtleſs 
r-00d-humour, which that young man had offered 
im a thouſand pounds to do before, and which 
had very nearly procured him the honour of being 
kick'd down fſtair-— he introduced Mr. Martin to 


Mrs. and Miſs Gab, as his particular friend. 


The beau (he was ſtill a beau) was breathleſs 
with joy at his good fortune ; never was any crea- 
ture ſo obliged, ſo reſpectful. He had made ſeve- 
ral efforts to creep round the lobby without beirig 
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n 
able to muſter courage to proceed above half way, 
e before he was placed on the pinnacle of felicity. 
g Not an office clerk in the houſe but would, he 
0 thought, envy his ſituation; at firſt, indeed, ſome 
N recollections, not quite pleaſing, made him feel a 
little comical, but they were momentary ; and hay- 
3 ing attained a degree of joy he could not have 
at hoped for, by being thus introduced to the Gabs, 
his next point was to render himſelf as acceptable 
* an acquaintance as poſſible: he was perfectly ac- 
quainted with Mrs. Gab's weak ſide, and gueſſed 
Ce, at her daughter's ; one he knew was vanity—the o- 
rs. | ther's he ſuppoſed, from her penſive countenance, 
I FF to be ſentiment; he, therefore, | = 
_ } « With all that cunning which in fools ſupplies, 
nd | | «4. And amply too, the place of being wiſe,” 
of attached himſelf to the folly of the former; and 
1ed contented himſelf with making obſervations on 
_ that of the latter; he flattered Mrs. Gab's well 
s in Known foible of imitating people in high life, paid 
ieſs 3 her the moſt fulſome compliments on her taſte and 


ſaw 3 politeneſs, and fixed himſelf in her eſteem, by ha- 
laſt ving at his tongue's end the name and title of e- 


lea» | very perſon of rank preſent : from that dear theme 
hat, be ſtruck on one which drew ſome little regard 
tleſs from Sophia; he could entertain them with fifty 
ered pleaſant anecdotes of the different performers ; and 
hich © (which is not always the caſe with voluble young 
eing men) though he talked a vaſt deal, he was very en- 
in to tertaining, and the ladies were much pleaſed with 


the amuſement he afforded them. 


rea- Lavinia | - 

„ Oh! Mr. Conway,” cried he, what do you 
being „think of that figure in light brown, ſhe with the 
able, ids 8 diamond? upon E ſhe is reckoned a pro- 


digious 
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* digtous fine creature, and quite a new face; you 
«& ſee ſheis not mounted yet; ſhe is ſeldom ſeen; — 8 _} 


4% J have betted a bottle and fowl, that ſhe does 
& not keep to the lower boxes above a month.” 

* Do you know her then?“ aſked Henry ea - | 
gerly. = | 


in re Es © 
re OE INS, VO 


En paſſant only,” replied Martin;“ the is 0 
8 ke t in ſtyle, as you ſee ? 5 = 
Kept # ſaid our hero, ſtarting with hor® | 
ror. . : ; 
Kept l cried Mrs. Gab; © why, Mr. Con- ( 
% way, did you not tell me ſhe was a woman of = ' 
% faſhion? Oh Heaven! and have I been taking 
& notice of a kept woman? Oh I ſhall die Pa = ( 
Sophia bluſhed. = ' 
— looked the picture of pale deſpair: Mar- 
tin, with his aforeſaid cunning, ſaw he had done : 
miſchief, and if he did not repair it, perceived he 
3 loſe the accidental advantage he had | 
ine $2 
% Whom do you mann, madam ?” ſaid he tio 
Mrs. Gab.— 15 ; 
« Whom do I mean !” anſwered ſhe, ſwelling 3} *« 
her intolerable large features, why that woman 
«© in the front box, with the diamonds as you cal! 
© them, though I dare ſay. they are nothing but a 
4 parcel of trumpery paſte, they don't look ary | : 
c more like mine than nothing at all.“ = 
What, that lady next the gentleman i in black?” b : 
aſked Martin, with a kind of ſerious curioſity, which 
effeQually deceived Mrs. Gab, who gave an af 
ſenting nod. f 
& Oh dear, ma' am; no, that's Lady—Lady— ; 
% *Gad I forget her name, but I dare fay you 4 
% know her: no, ma'am, the lady that I : 
« meant ſat juſt behind her in pink, in the right- 3 


« hand box, and left her ſeat while I was ſpeaking. 
* to Mr. Conn” * 
| Mr" 
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Never, no never, will the outrageouſty virtuous 


ſecured by age or deformity from a poſſibility off 
temptation) a fallen female; who would have be- 
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Mrs. Gab's features brightened up ; but though 
Henry could not but be obliged by the dexterous 
manner in which Martin had brought him off, he 
was exceedingly ſhocked at the impropriety he had 
unintentionally. drawn Sophia into; and he was 
plunged into the extremeſt miſery at what he heard 
of Lavinia's ſituation, 435 | 
The honout, generoſity, and good-nature,. 
which were the leading traits in his diſpoſition, 
were all concerned in her welfare; if ſhe were aban+ 
doned, his heart ſmote him at the cauſe of her 
ruin. He looked round the houſe; in every face 
of hardened iniquity he ſaw his own guilt, and in 
every innocent © countenance fancied the viſage of 
the once: uncorrupted Lavinia - ſuch as theſe, cri · 
ed conſcience, ſhe once was —ſuch as thoſe: the is 
he had not only betrayed, but he had abandoned 
her, left her to unſpeakable evils, in a ſituation the 
moſt binding to humanity. „„ 
Experience proves how liable young women, 
once feduced; are to temptation, and how poorly 
fortified they in general are to reſiſt it: how ſel> 
dom the ſoothing: voice of comfort reaches them; 
how flow is forgiveneſs in overtaking them when 
miſled ; with what alacrity they are condemned; 
with what reſolution is every return to honour bar- 
red againſt the hapleſs criminals; how little com- 
paſhon is ſhewn, particularly by their own ſex, to 
a misfortune, perhaps the reſult of a ſenſibility that 
would in every other refpeC& attune the foul to the 
ſofteſt, moſt lovely attributes of humanity, or which 
perhaps might owe its cauſe to arts in the Teducer, 
to ſituations, to feelings, an innocent heart- could 
nr 8 | 
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come amiable and uſeful in ſociety, had that, mer- t 
cy been extended by mortals to one ſingle offence, 1 
which they hourly receive from a perfect God for 
repeated offences. F xcluded from this, they are, 
from mere deſpair and deſperation, immerged in, 

- guilt, from which, in this world, there is no re- 
demption! | EE, EE oe) 
The remorſe and anguwth thoſe reflections gave 
Henry, as they aroſe in his mind, baniſhed all thoſe 
agreeable ſcenes which jancy had formed, and im- 
agination had pictured with Clara Elton. Branded 
with the guilt of ſeducing the innocent from the 
paths of reQitude and honour, and ſelf condemned 
for having expoſed her by his deſertion to temp- 
tation and proſtitution, how could he dare Jift his 
eyes to Clara? no, this was the moment of deſ- 
pair; his agonies were too ſtrong to be ſupport- 


® aps 4 ws 


He looked at her, decorated as ſhe was, he ſaw. 
ſhe was lovely, and ſhe had ſpared no art to add 
to her native beauty; ſhe had not yet, indeed, ſo 
entirely caſt off all ſhame as to carry the certificate. 
of her profeſſion in her undaunted brow to the de- 

gree he had often ſeen it, but it was eaſy to per- 
ceive ſhe had loſt the grace of all graces: 2 8 


« The robe obſcene was o'er her ſhoulders thrown 3˙ 


— . 1c 


her eyes ſpoke a language he ſhuddered to under. por 
ſtand, and her whole deportment proclaimed the (a | 
levity within, 5 bet 
It was a very fortunate circumſtance for Henry, day 


that Martin was preſent to take care of the ladies, 
as he was actually obliged to leave the theatre, and - | 
retired immediately to his room, where he paſſed Þþ Qi 
| a wretched ſleepleſs night, during which he refoly. 
| ed to write to Lavinia, and offer her every afſif= 
| 1 . | 255 3 4 Jance. 
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tancg in his power to retrieve her loſt fame, but by 
no means to truſt himſelf in her company. 

Mr: Martin continued to amuſe the ladies with 
his faſhionable mn till the entertainment was 
ended, when he was offered a corner in the coach 

| home, and invited to ſup; and ſo good a uſe did 
he make of his time, that he received at parting 
2 general invitation to Dew gatortulls 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


ff Part y at V. auxhall.. 
Ms. Gab was at this period gone a wy 0 8 ride 


out of town, to attend the ſale of a manſion he 
had ſome inclination to purchaſe; and Mrs. Gab 
devoted the next day to the giving directions about 
ſome alterations which ſhe intended ſhould be made 
at her country villa, while ſhe took the excurſion 
to Brighthelmſtone: Sophia accompanied her, but 
they made it ſo late before they ſet off (and Henry 
could not well avoid attending the breakfaſt-table) 
that the appointed hour was elapſed before he had 
written his excuſe, and aſter it was paſt, his mind 
was in ſo diſtracted a ſtate, that he could not pleaſe 
pm in a letter. | 
Captain Gab dined with him, and ien bor- 
e ten guineas, his Ma? not being at home 
(a circumſtance the noble Captain knew full well, 
before he formed the reſolution of vifiting her that 
day) in the evening ſaid he was going to Vauxhall, 
and aſked our hero to be of his part OY 
Any company was at this time more acceptable 
to him than his own thoughts, and he went with 
the young man to the gardens, where they were 
met M Mr. Gab's ſignora, an "Hakan fler, an 
E 5 two 
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two Italian ladies, chorus-ſingers at the Hay ?- 


market. FC | 

Henry was ignorant of the quality of his com- 
panions, but ſoon ſaw that Mr. Gab was on a 
very familiar footing with the whole ſet ; they ſe- 
cured a box with difficulty, as the night was very 
fine, and the company numerous. 


About eleven the males of his party pointed to 


his notice a very fine woman, who was alſo in an 
extreme elegant diſhabille ; Heavens! cried 
Henry, my fate purſues me! | 

It was Lavinia, arm in arm with another fine 
woman ; ſhe ſaw him at the ſame moment, and 


after a whiſper to her companion approached the 


party. 


« So, Henry,” ſaid ſhe, placing her arm under 
his, you would not come to me to day; - and 
drawing him off from the company—** for which 
of thoſe foreign figures am I rejected?“ in a voice 
expreſſive both of anger and tenderneſs, br 

were all, he aſſured her, ſtrangers to him; and, 
pleaſed at an opportunity of talking to her, with« 
out riſking a private interview with ſuch a faſcinat · 
ing object, he ſuffered her to lead him inſenſibly 
to one of the unfrequented walks. 8 

There ſhe ſaid ſhe underſtood, to her great joy, 
that Henry was acquainted with no more of her 
hiſtory than was perfectly convenient to her pur- 


poſe. She utterly denied any act of levity, but 


what his deſertion of her had occaſioned; and ſaid 
that her father and mother refuſed to receive her 
after her lying in. | 


What is become of the child 2” cried he ea: 


gerly. 32 | "SSIS 6 2 þ EL * 

% Oh it was ſtill- born. 3 
% But did Mr. Franklin 

de 66 I did not apply to him.“ 

3 4 Ob, Lavinia lj. 
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% Why, how could J endure to retuin to Fſher 


to bear al he ſcandal of the place? beſides, my 


aunt was poor, and Lord Belvoir bribed her to his 
reaſon 


intereſt; and come, Henry, you have little 


to reproach me, you who are the occaſion of all 
my errors.“ — They were walking. on, Henry tel» 


ling her, although ſo little was in his own power, 


he would apply to Mr. Franklin on her behalf; 
when ſhe turned ſuddenly round—** Who are thoſe 


« impertinents that follow us?“ ſaid ſhe ſharply. 
were 
then rather drawing back, and, on their proceed- 


Henry looked round, two female figures 


ing, ſtill followed them. 


„ We will face them, however,” continued 


Lavinia, turning back. The intruders then left 


the walk, and Lavinia followed, ſtill holding under 


Henry's arm, but loſt them in the crowd. 


They were then joined by Henry's party, the 
ſignoras exceedingly out of humour; preſently 
infor». 
mation that a party, with whom they were engag-- 


Lavinia's companion alſo joined them, with 


ed, was that moment entered the gardens. . 


J. muſt leave you, Henry,” cried. Lavinia- 


tenderly, but I inſiſt on ſeeing you - to-morrow, 
at the hour Lvainly expeQed you to- day; yow-: 
things 


4 cannot in honour refuſe me, I have many 


« to ſay to you, on which your welfare as well as 


& my own: depends: do not. refuſe me, I beſeech 
c you,“ continued ſhe, laying her hand affe ction - | 


might 


ately on his, ** this requeſt.” 
Henry heſitated, he was uncertain hat 


be Mrs. Gab's engagements the next day; and, to 


confeſs a truth, the beauty. of Lavinia, her bewitch= - 


ing ſofineſs, and ſome recollections that had bet- 
ter have been forgotten, notwithſtanding his ardent 


antes; him FRG, of himſelf. 


paſſion for Clara, raiſed ideas in his mind, that ren» 


_ 
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Can you, Henry, can you refuſe once more to 
44 ſee your Lavinia ?”” 

In that moment, when the full force of the queſ- 
tion, -and the fondneſs viſible in the interrogator, 
called forth the emanations of grateful ſenſibility, 
and he (pardon him, dear moraliſts) preſſed the 
hand that had reſted on his arm, a chain of ladies 
bruſhed rather rudely by, and the one next Henry, 
who was hanging on the arm of a very fine young 
man, turned round full upon him he ſaw, he felt, 
it was Clara Elton; and his own hand becoming 
motionleſs, he dropped Lavinia's 

Heavens | what a moment for her to preſs her 


ſuit in! and ſhe could not wait a more favourable 


one, as her companion urged the impatience of 
their friends. 

“ Will you come then, may I expect you?“. 
He heard her not.—She repeated her queſtion.— 
His eyes were ſtrained after an object that filled 
him with anguiſh.- 

„„ Well, Mr. Dellmore, ſaid Lavinia, aſſum⸗ 


ing a haughty air, if my entreaties want power 


to move you to grant me ſo poor a boon, I no 
40 longer ſolicit it as a favour, I demand it as an 
% act of juſtice ; and if you are not with me by 


© twelve to-morrow, I have an infallible clue to find 


© you out, and you may expect I ſhall be your vi- 
* ſitor;“ with this threat ſhe left him, and joining 


her companion, they paid their compliments to 


Captain Gab and the two ſignoras, and took their 
leave. 


ject he gueſſed to be an aſſignation; the lady's face, 


it is true, was not known to him, "but that of her 


who accompanied her was; and no more doubt 


could reſt with him of their characters, than did 


with them of 15500 of his ſignoras; and the Captain 


Captain Gab had not heard the fubſtance of the 
diſcoutſe between Henry and Lavinia, but the ſub- 


ig 
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chuſing to be thought a man of univerſal gallantry, 
in the abſence of fis fair Italian he eontrived to 
draw Henry aſide. 8 ö | 
% How deviliſh unfortunate it was,” ſaid he, in 
a very low voice, that J brought my girl here * 
„„ this evening | pon honour, I regret it very & 
„ much: what a joyous party you and I and thoſe 9 
4 two fine girls would have made l'“ | fi 
„ Your girl !” replied our hero, “ pray which: 
of the ladies is it you ſo honourably diſtinguiſh 27 
© Oh! come, pooh | you. know her well e- 
nough,” anſwered the Captain ;.** poor thing, e- 
very body knows her : ſhe has indeed made her- 
ſelf too ridiculous in her attachment; but you, 
Conway, you beat me hollow; two of the fi 
neſt creatures in the garden aſter you.“ g 
I ſhould be very ſorry to beat you; Sir,” ſaid: 
Henry, inwardly provoked at being drawn into ſuch 
a party; and much doubting, from the information 
of the ſignora's eyes, which were that night great 
wanderers, her prodigious partiality to the Captain. 
„Here, here,“ cried Mr. Gab, here comes. 
< the lovely creature that followed you ſo cloſe, 
«© when you was walking with the other lady.” 
„Heavens!“ ſaid Henry, ſeeing Clara Elton 
_ advancing with her party, © what is it you tell me & 
« follow mel? B „ 
„Ves, anſwered he, by Gad did ſhe ;; and 
that fine girl in the green,” pointing to Jemima, 
4] am certain they followed you; T heard her diſ- 
4 ſuading the other, and declaring it was not, 
4 worth her while.“ WT: 
+ C lara's party had again paſſed them as before, 
with the difference only, that ſhe was now walk- 
ing between the Miſs Nappers, and Jemima hang= 
ing on the arm of Sir James Reſtive. a 


4. 


- 
* 
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The ſignoras now came up; they were, as I be- 


fore ſaid, very much diſpleaſed, the Captain's lit- 


tle enamorata. was quite enragee, and that ſweet 
creature felt herſelf mortified in no fmall degree, 
The fine Engliſh women, who attracted the no- 
tice of the males of their own party, were not the 
only ladies preſent who very far eclipſed her in per- 
ſonal charms z and finding her large black eyes 
rolled without the ſmalleſt ſucceſs-on every ſmart- 
fellow. they encountered, ſhe withdrew- them in 
ſcorn from the inſenſible multitude, and fixed 
them in anger on her dear Gab. 
Lou be very polite, Sir, your hurry be very 
« great; - pardon me,” taking hold of his arm. 
As jealous as the devil,“ cried the Captain a- 
fide to Henry, who, full of the information he had 
received of Clara's obſerving his-motions; was: now | 
as intently watching her's; and, ſeizing the oppor- 


tunit / which the reproaches of the lady to her lover 


gave him (of which ſhe was in no degree ſparing, 
mingling appeals to her companion, in their own 
language, on the barbarity of the Captain's treat- 


ment, which excited the attention of the paſſers by) 
to ſteal off, he directed his courſe, glad to eſcape 


them, to that part of the garden where he ſuppoſ- 
ed Clara was; and his heart bounded, as he haſtily 


eroſſed the walk, at the ſight of her he was 5 in 7 
ſearch of, detached from. her party, .walking 2 . 


3 


gow, and appeuring- in ſerious and earneſt dif- 
courſe with Jemima ; he quickened his pace; and 


was within a few yards of her, when he was fa 
miliarly clapped on he ſhoulder by Mrs Peter Mar- 


This rencontre happened at a,period:very unfa- 
vourable to the deſire Mr. Martin certainly had, of - 
being on the meſt friendly terms with our heroes 
his loud Hah | my dear friend, w/o thought of 
b es, ſecing 


. Aid 
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55 ſeeing you here l“ ſtartled the ladies, who, without 

looking back, walked on very faſt. | 

% And who the d-“! wiſhed to ſee you, Sir '* 

ſaid he, in a voice as loud, and rather more diſ- 

eordant. | 5 
% GomGommGod bleſs me, Sir, Il beg par- 

don,” cried the mortified intruder, in a tone of hu- 

mility, that in a moment made his peace; upon. 

„ my ſoul, I thought no harm, I beg a thouſand: 

pardons.” 

Our hero's good-nature faid more in Mr. Mar- 
tin's behalf than his own elocution, ſuppoſing he 
was poſſeſſed of any, could have done. Convinc- 

ed the man meant well, though he had happen- 

ed ſo unpropitiouſly to have fixed on a time for 
expreſſing that meaning, he begged pardon, in his 
turn, for his own captiouſneſs; a condeſcenſion 
that encouraged the beau to offer a further petition, 

_ ſuppoſing, by Henry's being there, that Mrs. Gab, 

and her fair daughter, were alſo in the gardens. 

After lamenting his diſappointment, as he had ex- 

peed, he ſaid, to meet company there, he beg- 

ged Henry would ſuffer him to join his party; a 

tavour he made no ſcruple of granting, as he had 

no doubt of his intereſt with Captain Gab, nor 
was he troubled with any reſpectful ſcraples on 
behalf of the ladies; but he took care, as they 
walked, to keep his eye on Clara, who he at 
length ſaw enter a box, where the reſt of her 
party were, and where the table was ſpread with 

a profuſion of every delicacy the place afforded, 

The horns and clarinets in waiting witneſſed the. 

genteel ſpirit of the gentleman who did the honours 

of the evening's entertainment; when he ſaw, with 
ſickening envy ſaw, Sir James Reſtive hand Miſs 

Elton into the box; and, a ſituation more enviable 

than a throne, he likewiſe faw him ſeated by her: 

 —unable to bear a fight fo fatal to his wiſhes- 


- f 
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(hopes he had none) he turned back, and led the cc 

way, in ſilence, to the box which Captain Gab's " 
party had engaged; and formally introduced Mr. mi 
Peter. Martin, and his friend, to the company. W. 
The ladies were all condeſcenfion, the gentle- be 

men in perfect good humour; but Mr. Peter Mar- 9 

tin, in this company, loſt the ſervility that Henry of 
had before obſerved was familiar to him; “ 1 the 
| % thought, whiſpered he, the Gab's were it \ 
g % here; then taking his ſeat, looked confidently gu 
i at the women, and aſked the foreigner ** Quel ſor- ni. 
A & te, du vin.gvez vous, Monſieur 2” iq TY 
i The behaviour of Martin, who ſo welt knew the haf 
i} town, would have convinced Henry of the deſpica- ed) 
"if ble character of the ſignoras, had he not before ſpic 
i formed his own conje ctures: but the paſſing hour pla: 
being the laſt that he ſhould be likely to ſpend in ed i 
" ſuch ſociety, and the deſpair which filled his ſoul, paſt 
it finking his ſpirits to the loweſt ebb,.—“ I have envi 
it ſworn,” ſaid he to himſelf, © to. avoid drinking, pub 
" & but I have loſt Clara: dear divine creature | my oy 1 
„ parting libation to thee ſhall be in what will at mer 
6 leaſt enable me to bear, for this night, the ſight brar 
« of thy happy choice ;” and then calling for a to fl 
balfpint bumper of brandy, regardleſs of what gard 
might be the nemarks of the company, he knelt on to di 
one knee, and deeply fighing, articulated*© Clara,” ' ſunk 
before he drank it. ? is minc 
The company were not diſpoſed to, or not qua- fuſio 
lified for, deep reflection; they ſaw the extrava- | 1 
rant act, but as they had no idea of ſupping at: Clar 
Vauxhall, without being, as. Captam Gab ſaid, the 
„ very funny,” and as the ſpirits of the whole par- the c 
ty required a ſtimulus to enable them © to ſetthe 1 M 
table ina roar,” though perhaps not of that very of mi 
potent kind which Henry had juſt ſwallowed.— to Ba 
Captain Gab ſwore he was a Bon Vivant, and Mr. to Ca 


Peter Marti, who felt himſelf a perſon of great 
We 1 | | conſequenc << 
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conſequence, and who, moreover, finding the ſon 
and heir of the Gab family made one of a ſet with 
whoſe features he was perfeQly well acquainted, 
was 1n tip-top ſpirits, and ſcorned to be out done, 
being, as Sancho Panca tells his maſter, ** a ver 
* devil at every thing ;” he alſo called for his glaſs 
of ſpirits, and, with wonderful addreſs, perſuaded 
the ladies that the evening was way cold, though 
it was quite the reverſe, and prevailed on them to 
guard againſt the weather, by ſwallowing hot Rhe+ 
niſh in great abundance. n 
In a ſhort time, although there might be fome as 
happy parties (the gardens being remarkably croud- 
ed) there were none whoſe mirth was more con- 
ſpicuous ; they ſung catches, and were ſelf a 
plauded ; told ſtories, at which the relaters laugh- 
ed moſt heartily, and attracted the notice of all that 
paſſed by ; who, while ſome deſpiſed, and others 
envied, all joined in a curious obſervation of ſo 
public a party. | . | 
In this ſcene of mirth and noiſe, Henry was a 
mere paſſive ſpectator; and notwithſtanding the 
brandy he had ſwallowed, his ſpirits yet continued 
to flag z—his ſoul was on the oppoſite fide of the 
gardens ; it was exerting more than mortal powers 
to diſpoſſeſs Sir James Reſtive of his ſeat, and it 
ſunk in deſpair and ſorrow as often as reflection re- 
minded him that thoſe exertions were the mere ef- 
fuſions of impotent fancy; that, do what he could, 
Sir James had till poſſeſſion of the envied ſeat next 
Clara Elton ; and that Henry Dellmore was, for 
the time being, a miſerable companion to ſome of 
the out · caſts of fociety. . wr ob 
Mr. Peter Martin's efforts to keep up the ſpirit 
of mirth in the company, -and his frequent libations 
to Bacchus, rendered him morftrouſly entertaining 
to Captain Gab, and his ſele& friends; be preſum- 
ed he was endowed with talents for munickry, _ 
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he was alſo a ſpouter, beſides other. innumerable 

requiſites to excite laughter, at the expence of the 
underſtanding ; he was, therefore, what is vulgar- 
ly called, The fiddle of the company,” who, 

while he _ cauſed. the laugh,, ſeldom troubled: 


himſelf whether it was at or wit4 him. 


This jolly party, IL have ſaid, excited the attenti- 
on of the multitude, and- each paſſer by made a 


| ſtop, to obſerve as miſerable a ſet of beings as ever 


were perhaps united in.the. laudable defire to FRO 
time.—Amongltt the reſt, 
The divine eyes of Clara Elton, peeping over 


Jemima's ſhoulder, with a look of diſguſt and abhor- 


rence, met thoſe- of our hero; they were again 
detached from the reſt of their party: Another 
ſs of brandy was ſwallowed, and then he left the 
x with precipitaney, and followed them. 
The ſecond. glaſs, together with the air and ex- 
erciſe, trifling as it was, as he walked once round 


the gardens after Clara, gave bim a flaſh- of falſe 
Se ſpirits, and he boldly accoſted Jemima, at the ſame 


time. bowing: reſpectfully to Miſs Elton. 
Jemima was good-natured,. chatty, and incon 

fiderate, ſhe was really glad to ſee our hero, and 

made no ſcruple of telling him ſo; but while ſhe 


entered into familiar chat, and rallied him on the 
happy choice of his company (leading impercep- 


tibly to the moſt unfrequented part of the gardens) 
Miſs Elton obſerved a profound ſilence, not deign- 
ing to honour him with a ſingle glance. Fortifi- 
ed by brandy, and rendered bold by deſpair, Henry 


went round from the fide of Jemima, where 
was walking, and takin 


what he had done to 


5 cue 
5 Fi 
5 42 
a” . 


Clara's hand, e 
nd her, and why: it was. 
the would not bleſs. his ears with the ſound of her 
voice. | 


: 
ö 

Y 
1 
8 
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x propriety, that moral rectitude, that 
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Clara ſtruggled vehemently ; her face in a glow* 
Henry was ſtronger, and brandy felt not the frown. 


of offended delicacy. 


I ſay, Clara,” ſaid he, “take notice, II warn 
« you of it, I have been ſwallowing falſe courage; 
« ] wi//know what I have done to offend you; and, 
« by G—d, you ſhall tell me whether you mean 
« to give yourſelf, your adorable ſelf, to that 


„ happy fellow who poſſeſſed this hand an hour 


« ago, without any of theſe violent ſtruggles to 


, 6 deprive him of it.” 


& Good God! Jemima ;” cried Miſs Elton, 
« where are we got to? not a creature is near 
us, and we are in the power of a madman : un- 
&* hand me, Sir! let me go, Mr. Dellmore. 
5 You are perfectly ſafe, nevertheleſs ;” ſaid he, 
% How can that be when your inſolencelꝰ “! Inſo- 
« lence! Clara?” 1 

Ves, inſolence !” cried ſhe, burſting into 
tears. 5 5 

He let go her hand, and falling on his knees 


„ Oh! forgive me, Clara, dear Clara, forgive 


& me; I told you I had been arming myſelf with. 
« falſe courage, but you ſee I cannot reſiſt your 
4c tears; only tell me in what I have offended you, 
« and anſwer my other queſtion, and I will leave 
« you for ever.” EG | | 
7. What, Sir, is become of your Lavinia? 
Is that an anſwer to my queſtion ? ſatisfy me 


in that one point, Do you favour the addreſſes 


« of Sir James Reſtive? for God's ſake ſay ns. 
66 or yes. „ | 
„Who was that lady that, not two hours ago, 
« walked this very walk hanging ſo fondly on your 
« arm?!“ . 
% Oh! Clara, why do you thus torture me? 
What, Sir, is become of that manly regard to 
es 
4 fo 
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© to decency, you muſt have obſerved in my guar- 
„ dian, and which you know how to feign ſo well 
8 yourſelf ; * 

Heavens! Clara; what is my crime, that 
* thus you torment me ſo ſeverely ??— 

Here, —in this ſequeſtered ſpot, where there 
is no eye, fave the one that will pierce your ſoul, 
« fere—[ bluſh at holding converſe with you, and 
& my character would ſuffer, were I to be ſeen 
« with you, by any of my friends.“ 

„ My God! Madam.” 

© It would, Sir. This, Mr. 1 is he 

& aft time J will indulge my faulty partiality, by 


„ converſing with you; and as—as—notwithe 
« "ſtanding the dark fide of your character, I believe 


« you do not hate Clara Elton, I will—in hopes 
that you may conſider * as my 3 
$6. ords eo | 
She ſtopped 
Henry, ſtill at her feet, caught hold of her muſ- ; 
Un gown, and in it hid his face— 
© You are too much attached to your friends, 
T perhaps, Sir, to fee that your aſſociating with 
& them will baniſh you from the ſociety of the in- 
% nocent, the ſimple, and the honourable part of 
c mankind ; that it is a ſcandal to the principles of 
& a woman of real virtue, to admit a profeſſed liber- 
© tine into her company; and that entering into 
& converſation with a man juſt come from the 
ce abandoned of her ſex, is a _ violation. of 
% modeſty.” ? 


6 Good God ? 8 am I, am I a profulſes | 


« libertine am I the monſter you are painting ? 
© Dear girl, whence your information —Who 
& has cruelly defamed me ?” 


. < Oh, Henry | when in thoſe hap F at 


& Eſher, we went through Lord Chel erfield's In- 


« ftruRtions to his * you forget how fully we «tf 


% aCCOLpec 
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accorded in opinion, that his ideas of the utility 
ot preſerving the moral character was among 
the moſt wiſe, as well as rational of his precepts, 

you agreed it was not only proper but neceſſary.” 
To be ſcrupulouſly jealous of your moral cha- 
raQer, to keep it immaculate, unblemiſhed, un- 
ſullied, it will tnen be unſuſpeQed : defamation 
and calumny never attack where there is no 
weak place; they magnify, but do not create.” 
Many are the anecdotes with which my ears 
have been offended, and-and why ſhould | now 
difown i1t—my heart wounded - ſince your ab- 
ſenting yourſelf from F.ſher ; I attributed much 
to youthtul levity, and more to private malice: 
© but prob, ocular proot-” 

% Jo, lara, be merciful ; pity me! 

85 1 do from my ſoul, Henry, pity you; alas 
how, much —how very much—did I pity you, 
when J paſſed you at ſupper | in ſuch abandoneli 
% company !? 


« Hear me, Miſs Elton; ; Jet me tell you hems 
came into ſuch company.” 

„Oh, Henry“ 

« By heaven! can account for it without 
wounding your delicacy, or departing trom the 
ſtricteſt veracity.” Oh, Henry! but who was 
the lady you left your company with re: 
Henry was ſilent. 

Can you tell me Hat, without CORY: my 
delicacy, without departing from truth? 
Ves, Clara, I can; it was Lavinia Ortho- 
* dox”. 


&« Flow !” cried ſhe, almoſt breathleſs, « was ſhe 
* was that—that fine woman ſhe”? 
« Inde:d{—Vir. Dellmore,” ſaid Jemima, . why, 
« ] thought Lavinia was a mere country chit 
« juſt ſuch a thing as her ſiſter, and did not won 
8 te der at being told you had lefi her; but you aſ- 
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„ ſaw: are you married?“ | 
„ Oh!” ſaid Clara, till panting for breath, 


* if he is not ſhe would be the man who can ru- | 


in innocence, who can—but I ſhudder at the 
c idea: farewell, Sir,-you have anſwered my 
. queſtion, will return the civility ; I have not 


4084 rejected the addreſſes of Sir James Reſtive” ; and - 


with theſe words ſhe walked away, leaning on 
Jemima. Her pace was flow and irregular, her 
trembling feet could -with difficulty ſupport her 
weight; but, the time it took her to rejoin her par- 

„was no advantage to our poor hero, who ſtruck 


to the ſoul by her laſt words, ſunk motionleſs on 


the ground, in a paroxyſm of anguiſh and defpair.. 

How long he continued in that ſituation, is un- 
certain; he ſaw no more of any of the parties 
who had thus accidentally contributed to involve 


him in the deepeſt diſtreſs of mind. Cold, ſhiver- 


ing, and diſtracted, when he aroſe from the ground, 


\hewalked about in agony; 


Brief tears his heart and drives him to and fre, 
An all the raging- impotence of woe." | 


E 


At length—“ I cannot be more miſerable, 1 


* will tollow her,” he cried, © ſhe ſhall hear how 
J adore her, and if ſhe baniſhes me for ever, [ 


will got repine”.;', © ; N 
With haſty ſteps he bent his courſe towards the 


box in which ſhe had ſupped; the waiters were 


clearing the table; the company had left the gar- 
long had they been gone?“ 
which door did they go out of?“ exclaimed 


Toney 3 
The waiters had lighted them to their carriage, 
and were but juſt returned, 


en 
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He flew to the door, no trace was there of 
Clara Elton; he remembered Sir James's livery, 
and thought he ſhould recolle& his carriage: un- 
mindful of danger, he puſhed through the crowd, 
and in his frantic eagerneſs to get once more to 
the fight of the women he loved, reached the turn- 
Pike before he thought of the party he had left in 
the gardens. : | 46, 
Bitter recollection, unavailing regret, then o- 
vertook him; his heart recoiled from the idea of 
rejoining people who had been the means of de- 
priving him of the eſteem of Clara; and he pur - 
ſued his comfortleſs way te Dowgate- hill, where 
he underſtood neither Mrs. or Miſs Gab had re- 
turned from the country; but the lady had ſent 
him a note to let him know they ſhould be in town 
in time to dreſs for a ball, which was to be given 
the next day at the London tavern. e 


The Man of Buſineſi in Leue. 


| H E retired to his chamber in a tate little ſhort 
of trenzy; the brandy he had drank, (being unuſed 
to ſpirits) the agitation of his mind, and a cold 
he had caught by laying fo long on the damp 
ground, all contributed to the diſorder of his body, 
and he went to bed very much indiſpoſed. | 
| Much as he wanted reſt, nature's ſoft nurſe was 
ſrighted, ſhe would no more weigh his eyelids 
: down, nor fteep his ſenſes in forgetfalneſs,” n 
raging pain in his head, and ruthleſs anguiſh at his 
heart, 'kept him awake till late in the morning, 
when he dropped into a flumber more fatiguing 
to the mind, than fitting up wholly could be. He 
was falling down precipices, ſinking into mud, he 
4 5 vas 
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was drotuning, — burning, and enduring every kind 
of death, that a perturbed imagination could give 


tiſe to; and, in every danger ſtill ].avinia was in 


the back ground; he awoke in a trepidation, and 
then reſolved to prevent Lavinia from putting her 
threat in execution of viſiting him by going to her, 

and taking a final lea. . 


* 


She was in handſome lodgings, at a millener's 


where on the paſſage door, the braſ*' plate mtormed 
him, it was the reſidence of Mrs. Wallace. 


The maid of the houſe opened the door; but on 


ringing the bell, a foot man appeared, ard no ſoon- 
er heard the name of Henry given to the maid, 
than he jumped down five or ſix of the ſtairs, and 
ran to our hero, embracing hin, capering, and 
enxhibiting every mark of ungovernable joy. | 
Henry ſoon recolleQ«&d him, —it was the identi- 
cal Matthew Hudſon, whoſe deſire to travel and ſee 
the world, was not to be conquered by the breach 
ol promiſe of his late maſter :—his trantic expreſſi- 
ons of joy were ſo vociferous, that Mrs. Wallace 
Mit Orthodox, who was armed at all points, 
in expectation of her viſitor, rang her bell to know 
the cauſe of ſo violent and extraordinary a com- 
motion; on which Matt making a ſign for Henry 
to follow him, and clapping the tore finger of his 


right hand to his lip. method of enjoming ſi ence 


which he had learnt nm his other, aſcended the 


ſtairs, and opened the door of his. miſtreſs's apart 


ment. TE | png © ed. 1 Ha ; 
Oui hero was ſcarce entered before Lavinia was 
in his arms, and actually overcome, or very well 
feigning to be ſo ;—we will by no means ſtake our 
veracity on either, — ſhe was near fainting; 


All that art, deſign, and dreſs, could do towards 


rendering a naturally beautiful perſon irreſiſtible, 


Lavinia had done; ſhe found to her great-ſatisfac- 
tion, that Henry was ſtill prepoſſeſſed with the | 


OE” 
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fame idea of having ſeduced her; by which, when 
a mere ſimple country girl, ſhe had contrived to 
mould him to her purpoſes, without the advantage 
of.that knowledge and experience ſhe now. had ; her 
perſon had charmed him unadorned, and without 
the decoration of art and expence; how could it 
now therefore fail of captivating him, when fo 
much pains had been beſtowed upon it ? 2a 
As ſoon as by the aſſiſtance of hartſhorn on the 
one hand, and a ſoothing attention from Henry on 
the other, ſhe. had recovered herſelf, ſhe ordered 
chocolate, which was brought in by Matt; and 
when he was diſmiſſed, Lavinia taking advantage 
of his ignorance ot her conduct, lamented her un- 
happy fate, and with a flood of tears, ſhe candidly 
laid before him all the errors of her life, attributing 
them to her firſt falſe ſtep with him with re- 
proaches ſhe mingled tenderneſs, The heart of - 
Our hero ſunk under the one, and he Was not proof 
againſt the other, but his ſenſibility, though it 
diſtreſſed him inconceivably, was not exactly of the 
fort ſhe withed to inſpire. Three hours paſſed in 
well acted anguiſh on her ſide, and with real ago» 
ny on his; during which, ſhe informed him, that 
being, on her recovery from her lying in, deſerted 
by all her friends, excepting indeed only Mr. 
Franklin, to whom, as ſhe heard Henry had left 
Eſher, ſhe did not apply, and deſtitute of ſupport, 
ſhe was obliged to accept the offer ot an old no- 
bleman, whoſe ſeat was near the village, where 
her aunt lived: —he had, ſhe ſaid, ſupplied her 
wants, and when he left Derbyſhire for the winter, 
removed her to theſe lodgings in town, where ſhe 
had but one deſire, which indeed compriſed every 
thing, and that was'content, 1 +, 
Henry implicitly believed every word ſhe uttered; 
for as he had never entertained the ſmalleſt doubt 
of her innocence, when, as he ſuppuſed, her un- 
rat: © '* bounded 
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| bounded love for him, robbed her of the guard of 
prudence, and left her honour too open to the ex- 
ceſs of youthful paſſion, the natural conſequences 
of that firſt Juvenile Indiſcretion, were the er- 
rors which ſucceeded it, and the guilt of the 


| whole he ery generouſly laid upon himſelf. 


He believed Lavinia's principles were naturally 


too good to leave her the voluntary ſlave of proſ- 


titution, and he was wiſely concerting a plan for 
her reformation, which was to commence with a 
return, to the amorous ' nobleman, ot all thoſe un- 
neceſſary ornaments, with which ſhe made ſo bril- 
liant a figure, at the play-houſe; and he already 
fancied an increaſe of her beauty, from the plain 
ſimple attire which would become a ſtate of peni- 


tence, when he was ſtartled by a ſmart double. ”w | 
at the door that announced a/ viſitor. - 
_ Lavinaa, in great confuſion, ſaid, ſhe was fore | 
it was my lord; ſhe knew his rap, © run, my dear 


80 Henry, ® cried ſhe, „down ſtairs, turn ow > 


right into the fore parlour; if he ſees you, I 


ruined :”—No time was left for a ſecond thought | 3 
otherwiſe, Henry would probably have repreſented 
to her, how immaterial it was to the plan he had 
laid down ſor her, what his lordſhip's comments 
might be on finding a friend with her: he obey- 
ed her without thinking, and found himſelf in a 


ſituation that would admit him to purſue a further 
arrangement of the ſcheme he was forming, for 


the reformation of Lavinia, without interruption. 
He had ſeen no perſon in his deſcent from the 
drawing room to the parlour, which being empty, 
his thoughts preſently reverted-to what he had ſo 
much at heart ;—before' he had fixed on any thing 
deciſive, he was a ſecond time alarmed by a rapat the 
door, very different from the former; inaſmuch as 
that was a ſmart ra? tat tat, and this was the tre- 


mendous thunder of a perſon of quality's foot-man. 


A violent | 
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A violent buſtle over his head, haſty opening and 


| ſhutting of door, and a confuſed ſound of voices, 


convinced him this was no common viſitor z yet, 
as he had no doubt but Lavinia's lord was with her, 
he could not ſuſpe& it concerned her. 

Another louder faſhionable rap, — the 
impatience of the perſon who. was ſo unreaſonably 
kept in waiting ; and Henry's curioſity being raiſed, 
he looked over the blind, and ſaw a hackney chair; 
in which ſat a tall pale old man, of a delicate com- 
plexion, and genteel figure, whoſe noble appear- 
ance ſtruck him with admiration, as his venerable 
looks did with awe ; fo taken up was his whole at- 
tention in obſerving this viſitor, whoſe figure, as he 
ſtepped out of the chair, when after a length of 
time the door was opened, gave him an idea at 
once of grardeur and humility ; he ſmiled good 
humouredly while he reproved the maid for keep- 
ing him ſo long at the door, and our hero's eyes 
being fixed on him, till he entered, he did not at- 
tend to what was paſſing nearer himſelf. | 

Perhaps the reader ſuſpects, from the hints we 
have dropped, that Mrs. Wallace had more male 
viſitors than ſhe choſe to acquaint her triend with 
that was preciſely the caſe ; the firſt alarm at the 
door ſhe well knew was not Lord Bclvoir's ; it was 
in fact one, ſhe did not by any means chuſe to in- 
troduce to Henry, and his lordihip having always 
given her notice of his intentrons to viſit her, ſhe 
had no fear of an interruption from him, but it ve- 
ry luckily happened, that he had on this unfortu- 
nate morning, been diſappointed in ſome buſineſs 
which could not be ſettled, and having an hour be- 


fore dinner which he had not pre-engaged, he was 


carried from the chambers of his attorney, to thoſe 
of his miſtreſs, in order to favour her with an a- 
N ſurpriſe. | 
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Having thus accounted for an accident very com- 
mon to ladies of Mrs. Wallace's proteſſion, I muſt 
return to my hero. 

When he loſt fight of Lord Belvoir, he turned 
round with intention to reſume the ſubjeQ, from 
which his thoughts had been interruped ; a ſcuffle 
at the door which led into a back room, however, 


prevented him; “ indeed fir,” ſaid a woman on the 


outſide, © that room does not belong to my miſ- 
treſs ;” “ ſtand off, I will ſee who is in it,” anſwered 


a voice he thought he knew; immediately the door 


was opened, and in burſt Mr. Gab, followed by 
Lavinia's maid, proteſting he was taking an unwar- 
rantable liberty, in-thus breaking into a gentleman's 
apartments, who (winking at Henry) was an en- 
tire ſtranger to Mrs. Wallace. 4 | 
Mr. Gab ſtarted, —Henry looked petrified.— 
„ Mr. Conway l“ ſaid Gab.“ I thought you 
was in the country, fir,” anſwered Henry. I be- 
lieve you,” replied Gab; the aſtoniſhment which 


this unexpected rencontre had thrown him into, 


quickly changing into jealous rage. 
Henry had yet no ſuſpicion of the real accident 


that had thus thrown him in the way of Mr. Gab; 


nor even though a lady of the ton's maid: was mak- 
ing all kind of grimaces, to let him into her miſ- 
treſs's ſecret, had he the leaſt conception of the 
cauſe of Mr. Gab's extraordinary agitation ; he 
innocently. began an apology for intruding into that 
room, which he concluded belonged to forge per- 
ſon with whom Mr. Gab was in ſome: ſhape or o- 
ther connected, either on buſineſs or as an ac- 
quaintance, _ 1 . 
Mr. Gab's return to his apology was gloomy 
and reſentful ; he deigned not to anſwer him, but 
_ after a minute's ſilence, rifing in a rage, told him, 
he was not to be impoſed upon, he knew his buſi- 


neſs. there was with Mrs, Wallace, and he inſiſted 


n 


JUVENILE IN DIS CRETIONS. TOI 
on being informed of the nature of their connecti- 
ons; how long he had known her —where their 
acquaintance commenced, and many other particu- 
lars of equal importance; and he concluded with a 

proteſtation, that if he deceived him in the minuteſt 
article, he would never do him another friendly of- 
fice while he exiſted. _ | | 
But Mr. Gab's violent method of proceeding, de- 
feated his own purpoſe ; mildneſs and good-hu- 
mour would (as he had nothing himſelf to conceal, 
nor yet ſuſpected any ſecrets on the ſide ot the lady) 
have drawn from him the whole hiſtory of Lavinia 
and himſelf; but he would not be commanded or 
threatened out of any thing; he therefore kept a 
ſtubborn ſilence, nor would he anſwer a ſingle in- 
terrogatory. Is 
Mr. Gab became at this provoking conduct, 
quite vociferous ; his rage increaſed every moment: 
it was in vain, Lavinia's maid, and the woman of 
the houſe joined in imploring him to conſider, how 
his violence would diſtreſs Mrs. Wallace; in vain 
they remonſtrated againſt loud ſpeaking ; he con- 
tinued in high and reſentſul upbraidings, and in- 
ſiſted that Henry was a favoured gallant of the jilt 
above ſtairs, —he would ruin him, and expoſe her; 
ie did not value a lord, he could buy twenty of 
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them: My lord, indeed! let my lord do as he did, 

| pay twenty ſhillings in the pound, and he believed 
ittle enough would remain for his miſtreſs. | 

8 King, ring, ring, from above ſtairs, again ſet 

. the women to entreating the enraged citizen to 


moderate his paſſion; but to no purpoſe ;—from 
= abuſing my lord, he fell on Henry, and in the heat 
Jof his rage upbraided him with that very duplicity 

of character he had put him on acting. Our 

* young man's aſtoniſnment at this treatment could 

only be exceeded by the ſhock it gave him, to find 

the real character of Lavinia, was that of an aban- 
8 T3 _ doned - 
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doned woman of the town: Mr. Gab's ravings 
were the effects of his paſſion for her; he was 
actually weak enough to be in love with her, and: 
had hitherto flattered himſelf, ——he was equally 
beloved. 

With the conviction of hey unworthineſs, his 
concern for Lavinia lefTened, but his wiſh to re- 
claim her, and remove her out of the way of temp- 
tation, did not loſe its force; for as he yet charg- 


ed himſelf with her ſeduction, all her ſubſequent 


errors he concluded, originated with him. 

But what could be aid for Mr. Gab, a married 
man, the father of a family; who could expoſe 
himſelf by a conduct ſo diametrically oppoſite to 
every principle of moral rectitude -e could not 
hear his jealous rage without PAs, nor look 
on him without contempt. 

Mr. Gab was one of thoſe wary citizens e 
experience had taught, that to be maſter of the 
paſſions was an advantage to a commercial man, 
ſuperior to any thing but a deep inſight into the 
riſe and fall of the ſtocks: he was remarkably ſuc- 
ceſsful in his efforts to diſguiſe his real ſeelings; 


Was uncommonly cool, and ſteady in all his deal- 


ings.;—and ſo happy in the art of concealing his 
predominant paſſion for women, that no creature,- 
in the line of his connection, ſuſpected him of it, 
except Mrs. Gab, whoſe complaints on that head 
went further than mere ſuſpicion. 


But who can be always on his guard ?—a per- | 
fect judge of mankind avers, every man has his 
weak fide, and if any appear without one, it is be- 


cauſe it is not yet found out ;”—in the preſent in- 
ſtance Mr. Gab exhibited bn, with very little cre - 


dit either to his morals or underſtanding; all that 
ool, that collected firmneſs, on which he had, by 


che kucceſy it inſured, ſuch reaſon to value himſelf, 


whjgh 


* place to rage and jealouſy; * warmth with 


. 
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which Lavinia affected to return his attachment, 
had, as he ſaid, loſt him money enough; that ſhe. 
was Lad: Belvoir's miſtreſs, and that ſhe was alſo 
under great obligations to him, was no ſecret to 
Mr. Gab; for, as the aſſured him, it was a cir- 


cumſtance equally. repugnant to her principles and 


inclinations, both which were devoted to him; al- 
though as his: lordſhip! had ſeduced her from her 


friends, and ſhe. could not entirely leave him, it 


was, as to that artief wow” ſtory, of little impor- 
tahce to Mr Gab. 

' Lord: Belvoir Wark: engt to be Lavinia? 3 
grandfather; Mr. Gab was a younger, a hand- 


 ſomer, a richer man; ergo, Lavinia muſt certain- 


Iy- prefer him ; arid/moreover;, as I before ſaid, he: 
had her o authority for beſieving ſhe doated on 
Him; ſo that, while: 8 ſe dure in her affections, | 
HOWE ne kind: ef -objeAinns io the dichonouring 
a lord, although ſo'exceedingly, enraged at the idea 
of Henrys being a favoured admirer, the matter, 
indeed was totally different. 

In the firſt caſe, i had the honour of ſupplant- 
ing = nobleman; whom, with the connivance of 
his miſtreſs, he might conſider. as a dupe to his ſu- 
peribr attractions; ſo far was he from feeling an 
uneaſy ſenſation on that account, he was never ſo 
— tel as when his charming J. avinia enter- 

ned him with ludicrous anecdotes at the old 
peer's expence ; ; nor ever felt himſelf ſo great a 
man as when he happened to meet his lordſhip, 
Which he never did without a ſmile of contempt at 
his & HU; and a ſecret exultation in his own ſagaci- 

even the mention of Lord Belvoir's name gave 
lim triumph, in the aſſurance and ingratitude of 
a faithleſs*countezan. But in the latter, the caſe 
was unmercifully reverſed ;- if his confidence in La- 
vinia "chiefly depended on the contraſt between 
him N dae taff, how much more ſtriking, and how 


Ce deem ene Fe —— — — 
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much leſs to his advantage, did that contraſt ap- 


| pear, on a compariſon between the young and 
ndſome Henry Dellmore of two and twenty, and 
the ſolid citizen of four and forty ; if, therefore, 
Lavinia was fond of Henry, heaven and earth, what 
an offence | he the wiſe, the money- getting Mr. 
Gab, was in that caſe the dupe ; the very ſame 
Injury he coolly and with premeditation, nay, that 
he gloried in doing another perſon, who from his 
| ſuperior rank might have claimed ſome reſpect; 
when offered, as he ſuppoſed, to himſelf, threw - 
him into a rage, little ſhort of inſanity. He con- 
tinued raving and ſwearing, till the earl, no leſs. 
diſpleaſed at the rude noiſe, than aſtoniſhed at the 
temerity of thoſe who durſt (knowing him to be in 
the huuſe) raiſe ſuch an indelicate diſturbance, 
walked down ſtairs, followed by Lavinia, who. had 


vainly endeavoured to prevent her noble lover from 


expoſing his ſacred perſon on the occaſion 
Neither the pride of riches, nor the fancied per- 


ſonal ſuperiority, that had hitherto ſupported the 
comparative conſequence of Mr. Gab, could now 


ſupply him with an adequate degree of courage to 
continue his bluſter; the tradeſman ſhrunk into 
his native littleneſs, before the man of real quality; 


 —the awe people of low birth ever feel, let them 


E what face they can on the matter, in the pre- 


ence of perſons of rank and family, ſilenced Mr. 


Gab for a few minutes ;—but on Lord Belvoir's 
demanding in a haughty tone, Who it was that 
durſt diſturb his privacy, in that rude manner ??— 
Mr. Gab was again the wealthy man, who valu- 
ed no lord in England; who paid twenty ſhillings 
in the pound; and who could buy a peerage when 
he pleaſed. Aſter theſe general hints, he was con- 
tent to confine his inveteracy to Lavinia, whom. he 
abuſed very handſomely, giving her every vulgar 
appellation his low breeding could furniſh, nor 
Et made 


{7 
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made he the leaſt ſecret of his connection with 


her; but proceeded, without reſpect to per ſons (as 


his wife would have ſaid) to charge her with equal 


infidelity and ingratitude; the one he inſtanced by 


her preſent ſituation ; and gave proofs of the other 
from memorandums in his pocket-book, under the 
article of private adventures, of divers handſome 


| ſums with which he had rewarded her vile con- 


duct. 

Lord Belvoir heard him with great patience; he 
looked over the date and amount of Mr. Gab's pre- 
ſents; and with a nmchalance, for which he was re- 


| markable, when Mr. Gab ſtopped to take breath, 


and wipe his face, told Lavinia es was 8 8 con- 

cerned for her. : 
Here, child,” ſaid he, you have poſſibly loſt 

three lovers, merely for want of decent manage- 


ment; I lament your faux pas, it was exceedingly 


unfortunate ; but how could you be ſo impolitic 
as to make one morning. ſerve ſuch a treble pur- 
poſe ?? 

No, no, my lord, ” cried Gab, © ſhe is not 
ſuch a novice as to do that ſilly thing, it is not her 
fault J was no longer her dupe: I have been at a 
ſale in the country, and have bought the jade a 
pair of ear-rings ſhe has teized me for this month; 
and, fool like, I muſt come here before I went 


home ; 1. could not reſt till I had brought them to 
her.” 


On this, Lavinia's tears began to flow; “ Ah ! 
you crocodile, yes, you may weep, but you ſhall 
never fee them; no, I will give them. to na. 
daughter.“ 

* Your daughter,” repeated Land Belvoir, — 
Ah! I thought I recollected you; Miſs Sophia 
Gab, I believe, is your daughter; you are perfectly 
right, it will be certainly more conſiſtent with pro- 
priety to preſent them to that charming little 


= . froſt- 
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| froſt-piece ; not but the diamonds will become 
this lady quite as well as the buying jewels for a 
miſtreſs does you.“ | | 5 
The ſignificant ſneer that accompanied this 
ſpeech, provoked Mr. Gab, who anſwered in the 
ſame tone, and it might be as much for the ho- 
nour of your lordſhip's family, if you were to be- 
ſtow your ready money favours: on your grandſon 
inſtead of a miſtreſs; I believe Lord Creſpigney 
wants caſh as much, nay, I fancy I might ſay 
more, than Sophia Gab does diamonds.” | 
The ſhrewd truth conveyed in the retort, was 
not leſs provoking to the peer than his irony had 
been to the citizen ; but he had a happy command 
of his temper, and he conceived it derogatory to 
his dignity, to manifeſt any tokens of anger in 
company ſo much beneath him ; turning therefore 
from Gao, his ſeatures perfectly in uniſon, with 
that eaſe of mind he choſe to aſſume, and addreſſ- 
ing himſelf to our hero | 
And pray, young gentleman,” ſaid he, who 
may you be ? I ſhall not be ſurprized if you, hav- 
ing no diamonds, nor other favour in the pecuniary 
way to part with, are content to receive from this 
young lady, what in point of equity more properly 
cught to be beſtowed on that gentleman's daugh- 
ter, and my grandſon.” | 
The ſmiling countenance with which this ſpeech 
was delivered could not mollify its ſeverity ;— 


Henry coloured: his ſoul ſcorned the idea of being 


minion to a proſtitute. _ 

* You are miſtaken, my lord,” anſwered he, 
© I have received no favour of the lady; and if 
I had conferred any, I ſhould be above repeating 


. | 
Lavinia now came forward; but Mr. Gab flying 
from her approach, renewed his invectives againſt 


the Jezebel, the Hyena, the Raitle-ſncke, and ran 
$ . | out 
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Gut of the hobſe. The lady, with an effrontery 
that confounded Henry, advancing to his lordſhip, 
dropped a tear, and after lamenting the inſults he 
had received from a lunatic, proteſted Henry was 
her brother. | | 
« I am happy, Madam,” replied the wary peer, 
& to know your relations :!>You are this lady's 
brother, I preſume, Sir? :- 
No, my Lord,“ anſwered Henry, with a mix- 
ture of ſorrow and reſentment in his countenance, 
infamous as ſhe is, I would give the world I was, 
or any other relative, ſo that I felt nothing for her 
but family diſgrace. Lavinia,” continued he, ad- 
drefling himſelf to her, unhappy Lavinia, thy ill 
conduct is the bane. of my peace; I ſhall never 
ceaſe: to reproach myſelf for the part I have had 
in thy ruin; deſtitute as I am myſelf of friends and 
fortune, for thee,. to preſerve'thee from the horrid 
and ſure conſequences of this deteſted way of life, 
there is nothing [| would leave unattempted: I will 
throw myſelf at the feet of my benefaQor: thoſe 
favours I have voluntarily declined accepting for- 
myſelf, L will ſolicit for you. Look back, Lavinia, 
to the days of ihnacence; and peace from which we 
both have fallen; you may yet return; Mr. Frank- 
lyn's intereſt will, I know it will, inſure you a kind 
reception; you are yet young and lovely; dear 
Lavinia, let me be the means of replacing you in 
that guiltleſs ſtate from whence I ſeduced you.“ 
„Well, Henry,“ anſwered. ſhe, after a long 
pauſe, ©* are you then ready, if I accept your of- 
fer, to perform your engagements?” . | 
„Heavens, Madam!” cried he, © what is it 
you aſk | can you expeg ?—Let me conduct your 
home, Lavinia; let me ſnatch you from deſtruc- 
e e ee e | 
„ You hear, Madam,” ſaid Lord Belvoir, 
hat your refer ſays? lt bo en, 
3 | I hear 
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1 hear enough,” replied ſhe, ſcornſully, to 

make me depiſe him.“ ES, hon 55 
Do me the honour, Madam,” continued his 
Lordſhip, © to inform me in what degree of relati- 
onſhip the gentleman, who juſt now left us (Mr. 
Gab, I think is his name) has the happineſs to 
ſtand in to you. There was an air of dignity, a 
tone of determination, in-the old peer's addreſs, that 
confounded Lavinia, and filled Henry with awe : 
ſhe ſaw he was convinced of her guilt, and unable 
to lift her eyes to the face of a man of his quality, 
whom ſhe was conſcious ſhe had injured, ſhe retir- 
ed a few paces back, and hid her face in her hand- 
kerchief. 3 3 3 
& Here child,” continued Lord Belvoir, taking 
out his purſe, are ten guineas, it will pay the ex- 
pences of conveying you back to the old dame's, 
from whence I took you; and if you ſhould be diſ- 


ſhould be inſufficient to compleat his purpoſe, 
.eutre as his propoſals are) I will not object to 
doubling it.“ Young man,“ addreſſing Henry, 


a phznomenon.” | „ f 
„ think you ſaid ſomething about being deſti- 
tute,-there is my addreſs; I have not much inter- 
eſt, neither do I often aſk favours, but you may 
call in St. James's-ſquare, I will give my porter 
directions to admit you.” He then returned a 
graceful nod to our hero's reſpectful obeiſance 
and bowing politely to Lavinia, juſt as eaſy as if he 
had caſually met the moſt indifferent acquaintance, 


ordered his chair, and left them. 

Henry was now, as he thought, at liberty to re- 

urge his propoſal to Lavinia, who fat in a moody, 

reſerved manner, with the purſe, Lord Belvoir had 

given her, ſtill in one hand; Henry took the other 
| | | | between 


poſed to follow your brother's advice (if that ſum 


« I am charmed with your conduct; if your prin- 
ciples are really what they appear to be, you are 
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between his, and was earneſtly imploring her to 


follow his advice, when Mr. Gab (whoſe culpable 
fondneſs for his miſtreſs would not let him be long 
abſent) entered as the chair was carried out, burſt 
into the parlour, and glancing a furious look at 
Henry, threw himſelf. into a chair. 4A 
Lavinia knew her power over Mr. Gab: he 
ſwore he would never ſee her. more ;—but ſhe de- 
clared ſhe never would part with him: —and, in a. 
peremptory tone, bid Henry leave the houſe, nor. 
ever preſume to enter it again: I reject, Sir, 
ſaid the artful woman, all your propoſals, nor 
would I, for millions, leave my preſent ſituation.” ? 
Henry would have anſwered, but ſhe inſiſted on 
his leaving the houſe ; which, now believing her. 
hardened beyond his power of reclaiming her, he 
was glad todo. 1 
He was right in his conjectures; Miſs Orthodox, 
or as ſne then choſe to be called, Mrs. Wallace, 
was really paſt ſhame :—ſhe felt little regret at 
| parting with her noble lover, who had received her 
from her aunt's in Derbyſhire, where ſhe had been 
delivered of a ſtill- born infant, and had taken thoſe 
lodgings for her before he ſent for her to town. 
Beſides paying her rent, he allowed her a paultry 


pittance, as ſhe now called three guineas per week, 
although when he firſt named that ſum ſhe thought 
it immenſe, and conceived it would not be poſſible 
for her to ſpend ſo much money ; but fo infinite 
and various were the reſources that offered, as ſoon 
as ſhe made her entree into the great world, that 
three guineas a week was pitiful indeed; it would 
not, ſhe ſaid, pay her hair-dreſſer; nevertheleſs, 
though ſhe deſpiſed him for his meanneſs, as ſhe 
called it, and laughed at what ſhe more properly 
termed his folly, his rank was her public protection; 


and in private (as in the caſe of Mr. Gab) the pride 


N a 


ro ro vin üb coal 


of being well with 4 noblemarꝰs miſtreſs, n | 
enhanced the value of her favours. '- 
When Lord Belvoir viſited Lavinia, her dreſs was 
as neat and as plain as it was at other times ſhowy 
and expenſive; her diamonds were the gift of Mr. 
Gab, and the eſtabliſhment of her family had ſeve- 
ral generous contributors towards its ſupport. 
Hallber Hudſbn, a part of her ſuite, was never 
| ſeen by his lordſhip; be nk: as ſoon have expect- 
ed to have met a pair of lawn ſleeves among her 
domeſtics as a footman ; but it did not follow, be- 
cauſe an old whimfical lord ſhould not ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of a footman for a fine woman, that fbe- 
ſhould deprive herſelf of ſo agreeable an appendage 
to gentility. _ 
Lord, my dear,” cried Miſs Charlotte, who 
viſited Fan Wallace, I am aſtoniſhed fo much. 
good company as you keep, you do not have a foot 
man; Jam ſure you can afford it. wh 
| Lavinia was exceedingly clever at a hint the. 
| immediately ſent to the regiſter· office for a foot- 
[nt | 
The perſon who kept the office took down her 
| nume, and place of abode, and very politely put 
her ſhilling in his pocket; he ſhould ſoon be able 
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young men out of employ on his books ;—but the 
man had ſome liberal ideas, he choſe to have an 
hundred more; and next actually paid three ſhil- 
lings out of bis pocket, for an advertiſement to 
ſupply a lady with a ſervant, from whom he had 


received but one: J 


. N T . D. | 
A ſmart young man to wait on a gere ay. 
„ Perquiſites allowed; good wages, and very little 
* Work. —Enquire at the regilter office.“ 


to ſupply her; he had indeke a hundred names of 


we Merry, 


a, 


feen, 


in her addreſs, 
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„Mercy,“ cried Matthew Hudſon (who having 
grown out of all patience at the length of time it 
took or ſhould have taken our hero, to write him: 


the promiſed letter, had ſtaid in London by ſtealth, . 


and had been in the dire& road to preferment long: 
enough to ſpend his hoarded new guineas, an 


crown pieces) Mercy, though if I hate Vimen, I 


wiſh I could get this place, howſever Þll try ;“ and 
away went Matt to the Regiſter office many 
were the anxious applications and enquiries after. 
Mrs. Wallace's place, but Matt having, as the. 
office-keeper very juſtly obſerved, an.honeſt coun- 
tenance, and having likewiſe very fortunately re- 
ſerved two Queen Ann's half crowns for a pinch, 


which he ſurrendered to this judicious; obſerver ; he 


was not only ſent to the place, but furniſhed with 
an undeniable character, having lived two years. 
in his laſt place, with a, clergyman, be fad never 
Mrs. Wallace knew. Matthew the moment ſhe 
ſaw him, and hired him out of mere pride and oſ- 
tentation,.not doubting: but the ſplendour in which. 
ſhe lived, and the fame of- her beauty and: fine- 
cloaths, would be tranſmitted to Eſher; - poor La- 


vinia l—ſhe forgot, or perhaps had never yet been 


told, that grandeur, purchaſed at the expence of 


| honour, is a more ſevere. reproach, than the moſt: 
_ abject poverty. „ : 


Mf. Gab, with whom ſhe had accidentally met 
with at the play, was to her a mine of riches ; hig- 


fondneſs was exceſſive, and his purſe was ever open 


to her demands; frequent and extravagant as they 
were, ; it was therefore of far more importance to 


her, to retain his partiality than that of. the noble 
lorcd's ;—halt an hour reconciled the gallant, - ſhe 


got the ear rings, —ſighed at parting, —and gloried 


4 


. CHAP- 


o 
: 

? 

* 

% 

5 

5 

a 15 
5 
* 
* * 

© © | 

* 

+. 

by 
F; 

. 
3 
= n 
+: 

4 

IS 
N 

7 

. 
EW 

1 x 


3 a 0 — e r 


YL 
OO  whac over” nw. 
T 


8 


q 


| 
A 
" 
| 
. 


* 
5 
Fl 
3 
q 
[2 
l 
bl 
1 
% 
. 
: 
* 


» 
bes — 


„ 
r 


r e * » 


x12 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS, 


CHAPTER XL. 


Tide will ive a fall. 


their parting; nevertheleſs, he could not but con- 


elude he would be as glad to avoid any diſagreeable 


retroſpect as himſelf; and as the abhorrence he felt 
at Lavinia's conduct was real, he believed every o- 
ther man who was witneſs to the morning's tranſ- 
action, would hold her in the contempt he did; 
and that conſequently, when Mr. Gab came to 
cool on the matter, he would not only be aſhamed 
on his part, but be glad to bury the whole affair 
in oblivion. When he had made theſe concluſions, 
he tecollected his engagement to attend Mrs. Gab 
and her daughter to the ball; and it being then 
four: o'clock, he haſtened to Dowgate-hill'to dreſs. 


The ladies were juſt fitting down to dinner, the 


frizeurs having done their utmoſt to render them 


perfe&ly charming: immediately after the cloth 


was removed, he retired. | | 
The buſineſs of the toilet was ſoon difpatched by 


Henry, he-was at all times elegant and genteel; 


and he re-enered the drawing-room full two hours 


© before the ladies were ready ;—the interval gave 


time for reflection even to madneſs.” * | 
The end of every illaudable purſuit now ſtruck 
him, as manifeſted in the dreadful fate of Lavinia; 
her addreſs, her boldneſs and her diſſimulation 
went to his heart; he confidered them as the par- 
ticular conſequences. of his own- vices, and he 


ſhuddered to anticipate, the cataſtrophe of ſuch 
| ab andoned 


W HEN Henry left Greek. ſtreet, he was verx 
undetermined where to go, or how to conduct 
himſelf: Mr. Gab's looks were very unfriendly at 


his oẽ]õ . 


i 
| 
5 
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abandoned actions, nor, hardly could he hope. 
it might end with her, while he knew him» 


ſelf to be equally guilty: —once before, he had re- 


retted, he was not ſtill in poſſeſſion of Mr. Frank- 
finds pecuniary tavours ; that was at the moment, 
his heart expanded towards the honeſt ſailors ; and 
once alſo he ſeriouſly regretted, that he was not in 
reality heir to the Dellmore fortunes, which was at 
the inſtant he held the ſoft hand of Clara Elton in. 


* 
[7 


® 5 


Now, again, he deptored his. poverty and tle_ 


pendant ſtate, which afforded no reſource for re- 


Pentant iniquity, even if he could prevail on Lavi- 


nia to adopt that character; but of one there was 


as little probability as of the other; no hope of 2 
decent proviſion even for himſelf, but in a long 
Weſt India voyage; or of reformation, in her, but 
from very adverſe fortune, and a ſeries of that diſ- 
treſs, which is the general reverſe of their gay 
hours, to ladies who prefer her mode of of life. 
Mrs. Gab, in a vaſt, flow of ſpirits, elegantly 
dreſſed, in her own idea, that is, as fine as rich 
cloaths and jewels could make her ; and her daugh- 
ter in virgin-white, attended by our hero, ſet aff 


at nine to the London tayern. 


The room was creuded with opulent citizens 
and their families, and the riches of a commercial 
nation, ſhone in full ſplendour, in the brilliant ap- 
Pearance of her traders ; among thoſe (as Mr. Gab 
was one of the moſt wealthy, ſo he was alſo among 
the reſpectable) way was made for Mrs. Gab and 
her daughter, who, with their eſcort, were ac= 


commodated with one of the moſt convenient ſeats 


at the upper end of the room: J ſhe was no ſooner 
ſeated, than caſting her eyes round the aſſembly, 


an all the triumph of immenſe wealth, ſhe com- 


menced a caricature hiſtory of the company; weak - 
ly imagining, that by depreciating -her 1 


— 
= 
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ſhe ſhoutd conceal one part of her own hiſtory, and 
.. ˙ EE 5 
Mrs. Gab had every quality requiſite to form a 
complete ſatiriſt, except good ſenſe and good na- 
tare; but thoſe trifling deficiencies were amply ſup- 
plied with a ffrong memory, a moderate ſhare of 
envy, and abundance of eurioſity, and a tongue 
that defied every impediment but fleep. 
She was gratifying the malevolence of her tem- 
per, and as ſbe conceived it, wonderfully entertain-. 
ing to dur hero, at the expence of every individual 
ſhe knew; when a family, whofe riches were ati 
leaſt equal to Mr. Gab's, entered, andias, the la- 
dies were arrayet in ſuch an elegant ſtile as to vie 


with, if not out- ſhine? Mrs. © Gab; they became 


inieieclaje ſübjects of her 'diſcoorſe; thbte wer: 
unfortün tely Tony anecdotes in this Farhily, ich, 
expoſe them to the cehſüte of their ſriends; tlie 
wounds cauſed by the indiſcretion ofa female wear 


relatlo}, were not quite healed ; and they wers 


 confequently proper objects for Mrs. Gab to dif- 
play her talent of ridicule upon ;—the father (what 
was a father's feelings to Mrs. Gab) ſat 2 
Behind her; he heard, he felt, he groamd' at her 
volubility; the ladies cofoured, and at fength un⸗ 
able to bear ſb mortifying a ſituation removed to a 
reater diſtande, —but the amende awaited them. 


A poung man approachdd Mi Gab, Whöſe 


ſpick and ſpan new clothes, pretty ſtile, and ſmirk- 
ing manner entitled him, as he fancied, to dance 


with the greateſt fortune in the room; a diſtinction 

beg leave to recommend to every well dreffed 
Young. man, who having his taylor's ſong ee, 75 

| becauſe the 


is diſtreſſed for ways and means; becauſe the 
dancing (particularly if like Mr. Peter Martin, he 


excels in e exercife) a whole evening 


with a young | all, mi 
be of the utmoſt advantage to a pretty fellow ws 


ol 


y Who has any vanity at all, muſk 
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can preſs a ſoft, or indeed if it be a hard hand, it 
does not much ſignity, heave a ſigh, and Janzuith 
at proper periods ; it is indeed, a matter of ſuch 
extreme importance to thoſe charming Jena 
men, who, but for ſuch occaſions, might paſs 
their whole lives without a ſingle opportunity of 
diſtreſüng an induſtrious parent, by bettering them- 
felves in the way of marriage, or of wounding the 
feelings of a whole family by having the honour 
aſcribed to them, of ruining an innocent female; 
it is on behalf of thoſe dear creatures, I hint at 
a manœuvre they would find of great advantage to 


them; which is, where there happens to be a mo- 


ther, or aunt, or chaprone of any kind, who is not 


| quite ſo young, or younger than their dang ters, 


nieces, or friends, and are conſequently impertinent- 
ly ſcrupulous about the FFoprr for the partners of 

their young women, that ſuch may be. exclud- 
ed from a poſſibility of even entering a ball room. 

I hope, Smarts, you will improve on this hint. 
No, by no means, I could not ſuppofe the dear 
thing in queſtion to be, as to his taylor's bills, in. 
the foregoing ſituation; they were all paid; but it 
was the opinion of his apa, his guurdians and himſelf, oF 
that to dance with a perſon of large fortune, was. 
to put himſelf in the way of marrying one; There. 


fare had he ſelected Miſs Sophia Gab, therefore did 


he aſk the honour of her hand for the evening, and 
therefore he was vaſtly diſappointed when ſhe 
modeſtly told him-ſhe was engaged. 

„ Who is that perdigious ſmart beau ”= ſaid: 
Mrs. Gab, careleſsly, to a perſon who. ſtood near | 
her, and to whom he had bowed. 

He is a young attorney,” replied. He-Alt 
Gab bridled ; ** what, ſomebody's cletk, I ſup-- 
poſe; well, it is 8 really aſtoniſhing to me, how peo- 
ple Who have any pretenſions at all to che gente 


; thing, can let themſelves. down ſo much as. to ſuf- 
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fer their families to mix with ſuch ſort of low folks; 
it is happy for Miſs Gab, that my connections are 
in a higher ſpear, I ſhould expire to ſee my daugh- 
ter dance with any but a man of fa ſbion,? The man 
of taſhion ſhe alluded.to, was not quite ſo vain. of 
his rank; he would ha.e been. glad.to have ſunk 
his dignity, and very well contented to be one of 
the preſent aſſembly, and waved every pretenſion to 
any thing above it. The eyes of all within hear- 
ing of the lady, now directed their. attention to 


Henry,. whoſe feelings ill accorded with the look 


of ſuperiority with, which Mrs. Gab regarded 
their obſervations. | 
Preſently a voice, too.well.known to be miſtak- 


| en, exerted itſelf.— 


A man of ſaſhion ) why. Billy,“ bawled he, 

« is not that Mumps?“ — 

Upon my honour l believe ſo,” anſwered the 

KLE who had ſolicited Miſs Sophia to een him 
r her partner... 


\. Henry's confuſion at this Jenowement: was inexe_ 


 preſſible, and greater, than from his motives, 


| might be expected; he had in changing his name, 


nothing to reproach Himſelf with, becauſe it was 


not meant to injure any living creature; as to the 


man of faſhion, that was a character put on him 
by others, and adopted by neceſſity, nor, had the 


diſcovery been made on any other occaſion, 
would it, have been of the conſequences it was now; 


but Mrs. Gab's vain glorious boaſt of the faſhion 
and quality of her eſcort, ſhewed. the matter in a 


light which could not fail of exciting ridicule, con- 
tempt, and indignation... True, he had been but 


a paſſi ve inſtrument of another's folly, nevertheleſs, 


the ſhame of detection was his, and for a moment 
unmanned him: the confuſion, viſible in his coun- 
tenance, gave his enemies r while it wholly 
diſmayed 


* 


8 e : 
* 
* 3 H 
E „ 
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diſmayed his friends. In the promiſcuous crowds, 
which are. always to be met with at a public city 


aſſembly, it is hardly poſſible for the moſt reſpec- 


table, and opulent part of the Britiſh empire, to 
eſcape the inconveniencies of being crowded with 
people who have not the leaſt pretenſrons to ſuch 
ſociety. Mr. Holcomb had been prefented with a 
couple of tickets by a Weſt India merchant, and 


he had favoured Mr. Puffardo with one, who, 


proud of every opportunity of -exhibiting himſelf, 
and ſuppoſing his own conſequence inereaſed, by 


his being ſeen-among his betters, gladly accepted it, 


and had now the full gratification ef revenge, and 


the happy means of rendering himſelf conſpicuous 
by the ſame cauſe, | 


© Your ſervant, Mr. Dellmore,” cried he, ad- 
vancing. 1 1 1 17 R 

«© Dellmore!” anſwered Mrs. Gab, * the 
man's mad; the gentleman's name is Conway.“ 


* 


lt may be ſo,” replied Puffardo, „but when 


I kept him on charity, he went by the name of 
Dellmore; though to be ſure no body can blame 
him for changing it, for he had no more right to 
it than I had.“ | | 


4 Charity!cried thecitizen,” who had found him 


ſelf much diſtreſſed by Mrs. Gab's hiſtory of his 
family misfortunes, and as much incommoded b 
her Man of Faſhion, ** Oh, Lord! Oh, Lord! a 
man of faſhion, kept on charity! Why Mrs, Gab, 
how's this?” then turning to the ſchool-maſter 
(who, with the echo Holcomb at his five, not only 


gave, in his own way, the hiſtory of our hero's. 


outh, but the circumſtances in which he had 
ark met him) aſked if he were clear as to the 
man. FE 8 "17; B4 IHE 


Henry, in the mean time, had recollected him- 


ſelf; and though the ſentiments of any one preſent 


were of no importance to him, yet the ſome thing 


wes. 
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implanted in our nature, that ſhrinks from general 
cenſure, would have dictated to him a vindication of 
himſelf trom the flanderous, and in many parts, 
untrue hiſtory of him then giving, had his attenti- 
on not been called off from himſelf, and his own 
affairs, by the ſituation of the lady he was with, 
Mrs. Gab, aſtoniſhed as ſhe was at the poſitive aſ- 


ſertions ot Puffardo, would have treated his intelli- 
ence with haughty contempt, as the proteſted 


g. Con wa y's every act was ſo much that of a 
perſon of quality, ſhe ſhould know him for ſuch in 
the moſt obſcure diſguiſe, had not the young man, 
as well by his confuſion as words, confirmed the 
fact againſt him. The e, light in which 
ſhe was-conſcious ſhe-muſt now appear, was aggra- 
vated by an obſervation from the piqued citizen 
before mentioned ;——** that he wondered how a 
lady of Mrs. Gabꝰs knowledge of the world, and 
acquaintance with polite life, could be ſo taken in 3 
now, tobe ſure as all the fat was in the fire, 
Mis could not dance at all, as he did not believe 
there was another man of faſhion in the whole 


Aſſembly. ? ä 
The | "ig look, and on to the fat, joined 


te her oπτ mortilying re fle ctions, actually over- 


came her; ſhe fainted away, at the inſtant Henry 
Was advaneing to Poffardo, who diſliking the par- 
ticular caſt of bis eye, retreated to the other end of 
the room. 

Sodhia, ſhocked at being the object of ſuch 

blic obſervation, and terrified at the ſituation of 

er mother, intreated him to aſſiſt in conveying 
her out of that room, into a private one; he obey- 
ed the amiable girl, and Mrs. Gab very ſoon Tevis 
ved to a ſenſe of humble pride, that ſat very ill on 
berifeatures; ſhe at length recovered=the 'firft 
object the diſtracted matron ſaw, beirg the one 


— 


* bad cook offended. her, ſhe inſiſted on | bis 
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leaving the place, and on no account to preſume 
to follow her, or attempt entering her doors; as 
the moment ſhe ſaw Mr. Gab ſhe would not only 

acquaint him. with the impoſition put on him, but 
inſiſt on his puniſhing ſuch an impoſtor with, the 
denen ſeverity of the law. _ 

Few of her fellow citizens eſteemed Mrs. Gab; 
a ſtil} leſs number loved her; but the preſent occa- 

Hon was neverthelefsintereſting to every lady there; 
they now came in crowds to enquire. ho-w- 

found herſelt and Henry. though conſcious af the 
little part he had wiltully borne in her drama, 
coul d not ſtand the inuendos and obſervations of ſo 
large an aſſembly; he, therefore, very prudently 
-withdrew, leaving the lady to face her numerous 
Friends, or foes, Which the reader pleaſes. He was, 
it is true, forbid to return to Dowgate hill, but as 
there only it Was probable he might. ſee Mr. Gah, 
in order to apprize im of the unfortunate diſcove- 
ry, as Well as to explain, away! any. doubts that 
gentleman might entertain from the circumſtance 
of his having changed his name, he now reſolved, 
-notwithſtanding the prohibit ion of Mrs. Gah, to 
go there; and he ſound ſo far; he had judged 
right, for Mrs. Gab. had p N one minaue 
— bin. 

The brow 'of - nut, of Jochen ok 3 
neſs, yet clouded that genrleman? 's features; he had, 
it is true, forgotten, in tbe arms of the ſyren, all 
that had diſturbed his e in the morning's 
adventure, and had continued with her from the 
time our hero left him to the preſent moment; but 
when the animated, youthful, and engaging coun- 
tenance of Henry met his eye, a thouſand ſearſul 
ſuſpicions aroſe i in his mind; ill was he diſpoſed to 
enter imo the merits of his caſe, as a friend, and 
ſtill leſs could he venture totally to diſcard him, 

| oh Lavinia, who from his * had it fully in her 


f power, 
* 
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power, ſhould likewiſe adopt the inclination ts 
ſupport him ;—the Weſt India voyage was, in the 


idea of both, the only method-of making all things 


| eaſy; It was accordingly ſettled, that Hen 

ſhould take his paſſage in the firſt ſhip that ſailed ; 
and Mr. Gab adviſed him to remove from Dow- 
gate-hill, without coming to any further expla- 
nation with Mrs. Gab, to whom he would make a 
merit of diſcarding the object of her diſlike. ' He 
recommended it to him to retire then to reſt, and 


be off in the morning before the family was ſtir- 


ring. He hud ſcarce left the door when à thun- 
dering rap announced the fair, or rather red miſ- 
treſs of the manſion; her tears and ſobs were heard 
diſtinckly, from the ſtreet - door to the drawing- 

and prepared her huſband for the ſtorm be- 


fore the entered; Sophia too, from refleQtons very 


remote from thoſe which operated on the feelings 
of her mother, was likewiſe in tears; and the 
countenances of both ladies gave omens of inward 
"perturbation. pins. ia T3 oe abies fares 9 
4 Oh! Mr. Gab,“ cried his ſpouſe, What 
have you done ?—you have made me the-laughing- 
ſtock of the city àſſenibly. How could you have 
the cruelty for to go to Inter dosſe that feilor to me? 


Oh! to think how I have been and expoſed my- 


elf, you baſe man you; when you ſo well know 
1 keep none but the very beſt company; and here 
you go and fpend your time, God knows where, 
yourſelf; and for to go for to leave your own wife 
and child to the company of a ſharper —Oh 1! Mr. 
Gab, ſhame on you!“ nit ood 94s ! 


Tube huſband, iconſeious that his motives for 


conſigning to a ſtranger the-temales of his family, 
would not bear enquiring into, affected to be very 
*angry; and much fur prized at what had happened : 
15 proteſted he had been himſelf deceived; that fe 


2 


— f 
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- puniſh the fictitious Mr. Conway, if money could 
do it. 3 N os 
Mrs. Gab was in ſome degree appeaſed by this 
promiſe, but poor Sophia's tears did not ceaſe flow- 
ing; the anguiſh in her countenance now filled her 
father, who truly loved her, with jealouſy of ano- 
ther kind ; he feared Henry had not loft the many 
opportunities the mutual folly of both himſelf and 
wife had given him with Sophia; and the com- 
punction this idea inſpired, almoſt bamſhed Lavi- 
nia from his mind. A ftranger to delicacy, and to- 
tally ignorant of the foft and imperceptible grada- 
tion to the confidence it inſpires, he, in a paſſion, 
demanded the reaſon of his daughter's uneaſineſs:; 
adding with bitter imprecation, “ if he found the. 
villain had preſumed but to think'on her, he would 
pat him to death.” | | 
This hint called forth freſh reproaches from his 
lady; but the gentle girl exculpated him from eve- 
ry accuſation, with reſpeQ to her, and her folemn 
affeverations, that he had never attempted to in- 
ſpire her with one partial thought of himſelf, qui- 
eted the apprehenſions of her parents; this ſhe 
could truly declare: but, alas! if Henry Conway 
was an impoſtor, what muſt his friend Charles 
| Mongomery be?—thence. ſprang Sophia's grief, 
and thence the tears, that had fo highly exaſperat- 
a Einen ch 7 | e 
: They ſoon retired—Mrs. Gab to vent her an- 
> ger, and her daughter to indulge her tears. 


CHAPTER XL. 


The News- paper Intelligence, 


I ENR, in purſuance of Mr. Gab's advice, 

left, Dowgate-hill long before the leaden god had 
relieved Mrs. Gab from the diſagreeable impreſſi- 
= 7 EL y 
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ons the ball adventure had leſt on her mind. Mor- 
Pheus, it is true, had viſited her pillow, the mo- 2 
ment her head, diſincumbered from its daily load 2 
of hair, pomatum, pink powder, and black pins, | 
was laid on it; but Morpheus, though a god, Gi 
could not baniſh the Man of Faſhion from her tor- bc 
tured imagination ; and the ſarcaſm of her neigh- fat 
bour about the fat, rung in her ears, when all her = 
other ſenſes were in a ſtate of total forget ſulneſs.— cc 


Ii, will be ſome time before the courſe of the hiſ- 
tory will return to this lady; I could not therefore, 
part with her, on civiller terms (as I have deprived 
her of her quality eſcort) than leaving her under 
the protection of a. god. | | | 
Short as the time was, which our hero expected 
to paſs.in the metropolis, as he had his baggage to 
remove, and ſome pecuniary .matters to ſettle, it 
was neceſſary he ſhould take a lodging; he was 
yet young, and yet inconſiderate, which is ſaying 
enough to convince our readers, that in feeking a 


- - 


dwelling he turned his face backward. 
On Ludgate-hill he met, to his ſurprize, as it 
was ſo early an hout, ſtalking on his tip-toes, by 
way of preſerving his clean white filk-ftockings 
from a ſpot of dirt, with his beſt new ſcarlet coat, 
A ſhining waiſtcoat, and hair dreſſed en gout, Mr. 
Peter Martin. F 
_. Henry. ſtopped, and enquired where he was go- 
ing, at that time in the morning, ſo perfeQly well 
dreſſed ? He anſwered, that it was his day to at- 
tend the office; — that as it would be four o'clock 
before he could leave it, he ſhould not then have 
time to dreſs, as he underſtood. tat was the dinner 
hour on Dowgate- hill, —and as Mrs. Gab, who 
was the politeſt woman breathing, had given him a 
general invitation there, he meant to pay his de- 
Vvoirs to the ladies, and take his dinner with them 
- that day; —that as one cf Zheir gentlemen had 
| 23 * Re 


— 


BA poor 
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gone out on a party of pleaſure, he had promiſed 


to do what little of his buſineſs there was to de; 


and therefore was going thither thus early, but,“ 


added he, . I ſhall. ſee you at dinner.” 


„ You do well,” replied Henry, © to ſettle * 


bout dinner, before other people have broken their 


3 
i 


* 
1 un 
o 1 


7 
—— 


the morning papers. After a very hearty breakfaſt, 
on the part of Martin, ſeeing his companion in a 
Viſible conſternation, at a paragraph he was per- 


A 
Wo 5 . < #275 1 1 2 8 5 
„ uſing in a news paper, he judged it (being, as he 


F 
* 
8 
* 
— 1 8 
= 


faſt.” 


Gad ſo, that's right, ſaid Mr. Peter Martin, | 
“ neither have I breakfaſted yet ;—Shall we take 


a diſh of coffee together ?” 


Henry aſſented, and they went to the London 
coffee houſe, where, while Mr. Peter Martin was 
giving directions about the muffins and coffee, our 
ſer amuſed himſelf, with a curfory glance over 


ſaid, preſſed for time, having exceeded by twenty 
minutes the hour in whieh he ſhould have been at 


his friend's deſk) unneceſſary, or impolite, or what- 
ever elſe the reader pleaſes, io interrupt him, and 


juſt giving him the bonjour, hurried off, without 
paying for his repaſt, an act he attributed to his 
very treacherous memory. g. 
It muſt have been a matter of far. more impor- 
tance that could rouſe our hero from the total ab- 
ſence of mind, into which the paragraph he was 
reading, although he now ſaw it not, had thrown 
him; he had, with anguiſh, read in a morning pa- 


Per, a piece of news that benumb'd his ſenſes, and, 


in one of the hotteſt mornings in July, froze him 
with horror. Tt was exaQly this: i 

[+ Yeſterday morning Sir James Reſtive ſet off 
on a matrimonial ex e to the North, with 
Miſs Clara Elton, a beautiful young Heireſs to 2 
good eſtate, and a large perſonal fortune.” — 
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hy had loſt . 


| would be ſeen ; 55 77 
his * and tan out of irs ca nes 12 0 


- know the force of ſecret anguiſh ; 
or * is rent with ſorrow; 1 would be had 


124 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS: 


Over and over had he read the fatal paragraph, 
and over and over had his eye ran, without 
able to read it at all; the thing was paſt doubt $ 
there was but one Clata; Elton; ſbe was married; 


and, in the terreſtial globe there was not another 


partner for the fout-of i Henry Dellmorfke 
He continued an immoyeable figure of defpair 
3 minutes after Martin left __ 8 59 


4 Pirdion . upid: lethargy of woe, 3 TR as 
No- n to riſe, * year had power to bo. . Ly 


At let gih the paper dropped from his 179 5 wy 
ſight fai ed; all nature was as dark to him as his 
blaſted hopes, and he would ha ve fallen on the floor, 
had not a perſon, who had obſerved him from th by 


next box, caught him in his arms; awhile he con- 
tinued in a ſtate, however pan ee it 92 ap- 
pear, of ſenſi ble in ſenſib, 751 ty; z ſince, 71 e had 


not power to ſpeak, or even J ls eee 


pins ul of 4 8 * the. eee artin 


been or 
e be- 


ior gs * 
Wikre « art 1 going, bent 2” ſaid 11 6 


ene the man. 9 


-» Fs To make the gentleman p pay f for the break 
| waz he. 


Thou cant not . and therefore dot not 
the heart of er 
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not, by his ſudden abfenting himſelf, defeated my 
oſe of giving comfort to his wounded mind; L. 

* pay thy demand; think: friend, in future, 3 

fore thou Addurbeſt 2 foul, dend ſacred by al 


tion, 


In the diſtvaction ob his mind! it was of ſmall im- 
portance to Henry which way he went; ſtraight 
forward, however, his feet involuntarily and with. 
wonderful celerity carried; him: he was: paſhog 


Charing-croſs with.the. ſame rapid inattention tothe 
path he was-purſuing;;but/was there ſtopped by the 


drawing out of a ſtage coach, the letters on the 
door of which informed him” it was going to Eaſt | 
Sheen, | 

This important intelligence ronſed dm; ang: KF. 


: wils ſeated in-the vehicle in the ſame minute that 


le underſtood where it was going. 
And ere, having no fellow traveller, he could 
indulge in bitter chat ſunk bn is: 
pair. I 
Dear lovely Clara, tiowart: now indeed yas. | 
aides from. hopes but, 1 af 


* 7 1 : 


. Cad. ee de ge 227-91} FR 
8 Long as the vital ſpirit moves my heart: 
ia che melancholy ſhades belew, b ah 
gd '« The flames of. friends and loyers ceaſe t to glow 3 

he." Vet mine ſhall ſacred laſt, mine undecay d, 

« Dixn on through death, and. animate my ſhade, | 


The agony he felt in the 1 of her being. 95 
ever 1oft to him, fevere'as it was, did not 1 ral 
the A ry ref thoſe regtets, which filled" his 
Hoare, or having. ſuffered his own, concerns in the” 
fiſt inſtance, and his idle engagements with Mrs. | 


Gab is the ſecond, to divert his mind ff ie 


dangerous ſituation in which he had leſt hers » 
reproached himſelf for not having immediatel 


quainted Mr. Franklin of the perils with NN WW 


G 3. 
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wasenvironed, and from which that gentleman's in- 
ter ſerence only could reſcue her: he dreaded, yet 


expected to find ſhe had been as Puffardo faid, a 
victim to the art of the woman, to whoſe inter- 


eſted views her unfortunate attachment rendered 
her ſo,caſy a prey: he had generoſity enough to 
wiſh, ce ſhe had made any other choice than him- 
ſelf, that ſhe might have given her hand to a perſon 
worthy of her affection; his was now | 


/ 


| 4 The ſpecies of love whoſe exceſs prevents jealouſy.” 


His heart ſunk with grief when he ſuffered himſelf 


to ſuppoſe that (all lovely, all attractive, and all di- 
vine as ſhe appeared to him) the ſymmetry of her 


form, the beauty of her countenance, and the 
ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, were perhaps the leaſt 


temptation to the happy being who poſſeſſed her; 


and his imagination recoiled from the poſſibility of 


finding that her fortune and eſtate, might be of 
more moment to Sir James Reſtive, than the 


charms, which in Alis opinion, would adorn a re- 
gal title: With theſe ideas, the natural reſult of 
what he had heard, what he ſuſpected himſelf, and 


what, from the purity of his affection, he feared, 
his reflections of himſelf,” for the inactivity of his 


_ friendſhip, recurred with double force, and he 


ſunk into an agony of ſorrow, which he had an 
opportunity of indulging for the firſt two miles, be- 
ing without a fellow traveller, when they overtook 
a fall thin lady, who then entered the ſtage. 


Henry endeavoured to conceal the perturbation 


of his mind, and, by an exertion of that politeneſs 


that was natural to him, ſoon ſo far ingratiated 
Hife into the favour of the lady, as to be entruſt - 


ih her name and cucumſtances, 
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This communicative perſon, was already arrived 
at (nay, ſome think a damſel of thirty, is paſt) the 
mature period of beauty; be that as it may, ſhe 
was not yet arrived at that diſcretional time of life, 
which knows the propriety of keeping her own ſe- 
erets; ſhe gave Henry to underſtand, that his ci- 
vilities were not abſolutely thrown away; foF that 
her name was Perkins, and that ſhe was head 
teacher at Mrs. Napper's boarding ſchool ;—a: 
piece of information of very great importance: to 
her companion, and her ſubſequent diſcourfe was. 
more ſo.- : | $2 5 + hs 

Miſs Perkins led herfelf to the ſubject of the 
elopement ; the aſked our.hero it he had heard oft? 
and without waiting for his anſwer. to that queſtion, 
proceeded to another; namely, whether he knew 
Sir James Reſtive; he is, continued ſne, a very 
fine gentleman, perfectly polite, and well bred, 
Miſs Elten's money could not be better laid out: 
then, he is the moſt generous creature breathing, 
always making the ladies at Mrs. Napper's pre- 
ſents, and in ſuch a pretty manner; indeed, ſhe 
wondered Miſs Elton could wit}.ttand him ſo long; 
' but poor young lady, ſhe had been diſappointed in 
her firſt love; —heigh ho !—it. was a ſad thing to 
be diſappointed ; and men were ſo deceitful, . that 
young women could not be too much on their 
guard; Sir James, ſhe was pretty confident, knew 
the ſtate of Miſs Elton's heart before he fell in love 
with her at Vauxhall; but as Mrs. Napper knew 
what a-ſhabby good for-nothing fellow ſhe had ſet 
her mind upon, why, ſhe did all in her power te 
make up the match; and to be ſure, good reafon 
the had, for Sir James had been an unknown friend 
to the family of the Napper's ever ſince he firſt ſaw * 
Miſs Elton; poor dear, ſhe was very loth at lat 
_ to conſent, notwithſtanding all the perſuaſions: of 
her friends, the aſſiduities of the gentleman, and 

| W-4. | the 
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the grand ſtile Sir James lived in“ A ſudden 


Jolt of the coach, by knocking the very head of the 
voluble Miſs Perkins againſt our hero's, then ſtop- 
ped her harangue ; and as ſhe complained much of 
the pain the accident gave her, he was afraid ſhe 
had wholly dropped her admired Sir James and his 


bride : after giving her time to adjuſt her curls, he 
took courage to aſk, jult by way of renewing” the | 


ſubject, 


« If the cendiemant's fortune and an en 


were fo entirely unobjectionable, what was the ne- 
ceſſity for taking a ſtep that on the lady's ſide at 
leaſt, implied indiſcretion? 

Oh my head,” cried Miſs Perkins, « do you 
know, Sir, Iam exceedingly ſubject to a diſorder 
in my head and a kind of giddineſs that“ 1 
am much concerned, madam but pray did Miſs 
Elton ?P— 

Oh dear, fir, I beg you will make no ſort of 
apology, for you know, fir, if I had not had the 
good fortune to run my head directly in your face, 
T muſt have fallen againſt the glaſs, and perhaps 
quite disfigured myſelf,” — 

2“ And that, Ma'am, would have been a ge- 
2 misfortune—Pray, Ma'am, is Miſs Elton hand- 
e 1— EH. 

Some people think her ſo; but for my part, 
T think her complexion is too fair; : and (viewing 
her own face in a pocket-glaſs) 1 think a little 
rouge would be a vaſt addition, but Miſs an 
never could prevail on her to wear any.“ 

«© Good'God,” cried Henry, how magh of 
_ Miſs Napper's kindneſs has been thrown away on 
this young lady !—I ſuppoſe ſhe was more ſucceſſ- 
ful in her arguments for the Scotch journey; I pre- 


ſame tat was a matter ſhe was eaſily prevailed on 


to » conſent To ED 


ob. 


4 EC 
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„ Oh, not ſo eaſy, I aſſure you: to be ſure 
(lowering her voice(; L believe there was a little 
contrivance, between: Mrs. . Napper and the Ba- 
ronet.“— 2 
4+ $5} vs; how, dear madam,” (lowering: his voice 
alſo W) 
wat | Dave: | you + Aw, Sin James? but 1 typo | 
you don't; ; well, then, fir, though I would not have 
it mentioned as coming from me for the world 
Sir James is as poor as a rat.“ 
And ſo generous; ſo: een in his preſents LY | 
* Ah, Lord Sir; that's—but however, it is no 
buſineſs, of e en Was ſtretched on me 
rack > » 
_——_—— Ma am; proceed, Ibes; Man younre 
ſo agreeably eee — 
e You are very polite, ſir en I deteſt. ſcan- 
dal.z if 1 can ſay no good of a perſon, why, I can 
8 hold my tongue, that's my way, ſir; though to be 
ſure, as to Sir James, Reſtive, why every body | 
knows, ſo that it: is no ſecret, his i is a character 
better known than--truſted j he has made a ſhiſt te 
ſpend a fortune about three times larger than he 
ever poſſoſſed of his own, and is ſtill pretty com- 
ſortably i in debt; ; Sir James. like many others, con- 
deſcends to commence Patriot at the inſtant he is a . 
beggar :: but Miſs, Elton 8 fortune they ſay is very 
large, and he has already advanced-Mrs, Napper a 
deal of money, and promiſed to ſettle her af. 
taigs entirely, when they return; from the north: 
for my part, I wiſſi he may with all. my heart; 
poor woman, ſhe. owes me a' year's ſalafy, and I 
only wait to be paid; I don't much. like to leave my 
propertyin ſuch hand —to be ſure we were all in 
a violent fidget to'ther day, the match had like to 
| mo been-broken off; that ſhabby, fellow I was fay- 
ng Muſs. Elton, liked ſo; 5 why: dear me, as Mrs. 
apper ſaid, af n ruined, ſure it is much 
= _ "WS -- more 


ON 


3 SE \ 


130 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 
more to a young lady's honour, put the worſt to 
the worſt, and let Sir James be ever ſo wild, to be 
ruined by a gentleman, than a poorlow born wretch, 
as he certainly is, and lives entirely among bad 
women: but do you know, fir, we were like to have 
been all in the wrong ſeveral times; and I firmly 
believe, if Miſs Elton had nor met him herſelf with 
ſome of his aſſociates, ſhe would not have gone at 
laſt ; though, if ſhe had not, poor Mrs. Napper 
and Sir James might have compared notes together 
in the King's Bench; but thank God they are 
gone; every thing conſpired in favour of Sir James: 


ing her two months ago ; he had long entreated 
her to leave Mrs. Napper, and his laſt letter was 
an abſolute command; but, the very morning he 
intended to ſet out from Devonſhire, he was ſeized 
with a fit of the gout ; Cupid,” as Sir James ſays, 
laid an embargo on old fquaretoes;—to be ſure 
Sir James has a vaſt deal of wit.” gs Johns 
% Poor! poor Clara!” exclaimed Henry, with 


Orphan, where flept the power that ſhould have 
protected thy innocence, and rewarded the benefi- 
cence of thy ſpirit with felicity as inexhauſtible as 
the ſoftneſs of thy nature!” 3 
Miſs Perkins actually jumped to the other fide of 
the coach; frightened at the fudden alteration in 
his looks, and terrified at the warmth of his manner, 
which ſpoke an' intereſt in the ſubject of their diſ- 
courſe, very improper for the confidence her volu- 
bility had repoſed ; ſhe aſked him, trembling, if he 
knew Miſs Elton? ?: e 


eſtion.— Sr es . 

„ Wbat now,” continued he, © avails this fruit- 
leſs journey ? Ingrate that I am! why was it not 
- undertaken before, when the interference of 3 
is, Ws: 


the young lady's guardian was on the point of fetch-_ 


_ an/ involuntary burſt of grief; Dear, helpleſs 


Joo much abſorbed in grief, to attend to her 


JUVENILE IN DISCRETIONS. 131 
. ſhip might have ſaved the moſt lovely of women 
from ſure deſtruction? This, then, madam, was 
a plan concerted and carried into execution at a 
boarding ſchool ; a place dedicated to the ſacred. 
purpoſe of forming the minds and manners of young, 
females. Oh that Clara Elton's fate was not the. 
one deſtined to ſpeak to the feeling of thoſe thought- 
leſs parents, who caught by mere. outſide ſhow, by. 
a ſpeciouſneſs of manners, and an affectation of 
_ wiſdom, where folly only dwells, conſign the mo- 
rals of their daughters, the honour of their poſte- 
rity, into the care of women, who have not un- 
derſtanding properly to inſtru, or prudence to 
uide in their own families; who, having prodigal- 
y parted with the credit of every thing deſirable 
in their own-character, can ſo little enforce its value 
to younger minds! = 
Why, to be ſure,” anſwered the ſemale, not 
a little pleaſed at an opportunity of . ſetting. forth 
the purity of her own principles,. at: the expence 
of her employer; poor. Mrs. Napper, and in- 
deed her daughter, are too little careful about ſav- 
ing appearances; but to tell you. the. truth, this 
marriage of Miſs Elton's was the forlorn hope; 
the ſchool has been dropping off a long while; they 
are a very imprudent family. 4 32 
. +. [mprudent,” repeated Henry, ** call them 
vile, wicked deſigners, and include yourſelf in the: 
deſcription, you, who could be a party in ſo inſer- 
nal-a plot: Open the door, cried  hejto. the 
coachman, Iwill no longer breathe the ſame air 
with any part of ſo deteſtable a ſet; but remember, 
madam; and let Mrs. Napper likewiſe. remember, 
there are laws ſevere ones, againſt the ſtealing of 
an heireſs ; expect your gonfederacy will meet 3 
reward;”—fo ſaying he jumped out, leaving a. leſ- 
fon of taciturnity with Mrs, Perkins ſhe never for- 
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85 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS, 
What he had heard from the teacher, reſpe&i 
the plan concerted for the deſtruction of his love, 


though it planted daggers in his ſoul, fell ſhort of 
the anguiſh it gave him to find, that the dear 


- creature aQually loved him: he had now nothing 


to learn by going to Faſt Sheen, and therefore 


turned back, after beſtowing a few hearty curſes on 


the inhabitants ;—in his. rage againſt Mrs. Napper, 
and his contempt of Puffardo, I am afraid he had 
not the grace to ſeparate the godly from the un- 


godly. 
CHAPTER XIII. 
Friendſbip of the old and new School. 
T was a very hot day, and now near noon : he 
was walking on, covered with duſt, broiling with 


heat, and loſt in unavailing regrets, when a voice, 
in which gentleneſs and harmony were blended, 


ls reached his ear, from a plain brown chariot paſſing 


him oh the road; a momentary thame clouded his 
fratufes. | 
He now ſound it was the amiable Quaker, whoſe 


0 he had ſo ungratefully forgotten: ſhe de- 
fired he would get into the carriage, and es 


him to dine with her in his way to town. 

To reſiſt her intreaties was impoſſible, but the 
remembrance of her former goodneſs, often, very 
often filled him with confuſion : he endeavoured to 
frame an apology for his neglect, but invention 
was obſtinate, he could think of nothing but Claraz 
her image filled his heart, and ir loſs caſt an an- 

guiſh on all his feature.. q 


&« Haſt thou a reaſon, young man, og canſt ; 


aſſign to me, for rejeQing cur. 1. friends 
zip; pr? ſaid the Quaker. 5 


He. 


e 
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He owned he had not; one excuſe, and only 
one, there was; but that he could not at Preſent: 
explain. 

The fair Quaker forbore to reproach him, but 

after fixing on him her fine penetrating; eyes; « 
do not like,” ſaid ſhe, the appearance of myſter ry: 
in young people; what can a heart, unacquainted 

with guilt at thy age, have to conceal? If thou, 
haſt any diſtreſſing cauſe for ſecrecy, thou haſt 
acted unwiſely.— 

«© Tf thou art in indigent circumſtances, thou 
knoweſt little of Daniel Burgeſs, if thou haſt doubt- | 
ed his will to ſerve thoſe whom he eſteemeth. - 

© If, in the hours of youthful gaiety, prudence, 
hath deſerted thee, if inadvertence hath miſled, 
thee, if inexperience hath blinded and involved thee; 
in difficulties, which required the lenient hand of 
indulgence to extricate thee from; why haſt thou 
not ſought the habitation of Daniel and Rebecca. 
Burgeſs ?? _ 

The ſoft accents of kindneſs and humanity that 
flowed from the mild lips of Mrs. Burgeſs, - were 
enforced by looks of ſweet benevolence ; and a, 
ſwimming fluid that, as ſhe gazed on Henry, filled 


her own eyes, deprived. him of the power to ay 3 


ſwer her. 

Thou canſt not be ungrateful ; thou art uns, 
fortunate * and the chryſtal drops then diſtilling, 
from her eyes, © thou art a living image of a frien 
L loved in my early youth ; thy face, thy voice, thy 
manner ; Ah, how. like | it was that ſtrikin reſem- 
blance, which opened my heart towards: 14 20 
I have grieved inceſſantly. at that forgettulneſs 0 
thy promiſe, that deprived me of the pleaſure of 
retraeing features, long of, * ever e to n 
ſoul. ** 3 3-221 a ts r 1323 10 
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1 „Oh, where,” thought Henry, © can I hope to tc 
46 find an object whoſe features will remind me of if 
{10 thoſe ſo adored—l have for ever loſt.” T“ | U 
= Mrs. Burgeſs, after a few moments ſilence, re- el 
je ſamed, ** my health will not ſuffer me to live in of 
#0 London, and my ſpirits are too weak to ſupport me = 
in much ſociety; there are few things the world: lis 
wo can now give that have intereſt: in my wiſhes; to | Bi 
Hh ſee thee often and to know thou art not unworthy ee 
. the kindneſs of Daniel and Rebecca Burgeſs, is now- Ee 
5 one of the very few things that would pleaſe me.” 
„ — Henry felt himſelf affected at this addreſs, his po 
"a heart was on his lips; he could have revealed his for 
"| whole hiſtory to the good Quaker; but the 10 
{if 1 of his foul was not at that time for him» _ af 
{IN e | 
5 % Oh! Madam,” ſaid he with a deep dsh, and- 55 
* eyes which were averted, to conceal their ſoft ver- ap 
. flowings, Clara, Clara Elton 1” he ſtopped #* Fo 
Uh © Thou alarmeſt me ; what of. toner ed 
Io 4 the dead! 22.— 0 hai 
ſh % Ah! no, no, ſhe is el nes to a for- | 
1 tune hunter for ever bound to a being whoſe love 
1 0 is to her eſtate, who ſees not, knows not, how in- 8 
5 © finitely richer ſhe is in ſoul, than in wealth. 5 hank 
165 « Well,” anſwered Mrs. Burgeſs, © I. un— trie 
x derſtand thee : poor youth why haſt thou con- ht 
37 cealed thy love for this young woman, till it is too Fir 
1 late for thy friends to be of any ſervice- to thee ? 5 
ih We wrote to our friend Franklin, and thought mu 
1 be had ſent for his ward to him; he aſſured us he N 
ö would: whom has ſhe married? „ her 
15 The name of Sir John Reſtive was enough i the 11 
1 good Quaker ſighed for the fate of the young or- Anc 
| phan; his was a very. public character; folly and dead 
bi 0 1 marked all his actions: deeply involved n0 
4 bts, contracted partly by extravagance of liv- as t 
Wi ing, and partly by a. weak and obſtinate adherence bi 
1 1 
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to party, and ſetting up for a country borough in 
| oppoſition to miniſtry, at the end of the conteſt he 
had gotten to the bottom of his purſe, and loſt his 
election: neceſſity then pointed out to him a mode 
of exiſtence which nothing can.excuſe in a man of 
honour, though poverty might perhaps a little pal- 
liate it in a man of, the world; he ſupported 
himſelf by the credulity of people on whom he, 
could impoſe ; in plain Engliſh, he lived by his 
wits. . 5. f 
Mrs. Burgeſs deplored the unhappy fate of the 
poor Clara, nor, gentle as ſhe was, could ſhe wholly 
forbear ſome reflections on Mr. Franklin, for his 
neglecting to remove his. ward out of ſo hazardous 
a ſituation, which, ſne ſaid, might have been done, 
notwithſtanding his gouty attac. 5 55 
Mr. Burgeſs was that day gone to town; he had 
appropriated it to ſettling ſome accounts with Mr. 
Leviſage : and, a thing that ſeldem indeed happen 
ed to him, he had ſet out very early from Clap- 
ham, and meant to dine from his Rebecca.  _. 
The converſation of our hero with Mrs. Bur- 
geſs was therefore uninterrupted; and it became 
more intereſting, as her recollection ſtill: reminded 
her of the ſtrong likeneſs he bore to- the beloved 
friend ſhe told him of in the chariot.——After a long f 
pauſe, during which ſhe had fixed her eyes on % * 
im, till they were ſurcharged with tears: _ |} 
Are thy parents living 2 ſaid ſhe, in a tre- 
b / 
Henry was very. much at a loſs how to anſwer 
her; —if he ſaid they were, the next na- 
tural queſtion would be, Who are they?“ 
And if he told her they were dead, that would alſo 


lead 5 particulars he wiſhed to avoid: there was 
no part in his own life he was ſo much aſhamed of, 


as the fraud practiſed on a reſpectable family by 
dis pretended mother; he bluſhed wheneyer ſhe 


was 
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was mentioned; and her. cruelty, in : ſo totally 
abandoning him, after ſhe had gotten him into her 
power for ſo infamous a purpoſe, left on his mind 
a diſguſt, that had entirely eradicated all thoſe emo- 
tions of tenderneſs which, at his firſt going into the 
world, had filled his heart with more regret for her 


loſs, than indignation at her duplicity. 


He therefore, ſlightly ſaid; he had the misfor- 
tune to be deprived of both his parents, when he 
was not ſenſible of their loſs; and that he had been 
brought up and educated by a relation. His an- 
ſwer threw Mrs. Burgeſs into a fit of thoughtful- 
neſs, which brought on ſickneſs and cold ſweats, . 

and theſe ended in a fainting fit. 3 
Henry was dreadfully alarmed at her ſudden. in- 
diſpoſition, but he. was in ſome meaſure pacified, 


20e „„ 


055 


by her-maid's ſaying, the was very often ſeized in 


that manner, It was near ſeven o'clock before ſhe - 
was recovered enough: to ſee. him, when ſhe con - 
firmed her maid's account of the ſtate of her 
health ; and the carriage being ordered to town, 
to fetch Mr. Burgeſs, ſhe begged he would make 
ufe of it to convey him home, and not again truſt 
ti accident for a renewal of their acquaintance. 


ere. 


— 


Henry had engaged to meet Mr. Gab at eight 


o clock, and he was yet unprovided with a lodging 3 
indeed, the adventures of the day had been ſo ra- 


A 


did in their ſucceſſion, as well as extraordinary 
in their nature, that they appeared, on recollec- 
tion, more like a viſion than. reality; but the ſad 
conviCtion, that Clara was loſt, ſoon connected 
his ſcattered ideas, and he alighted from. Mr, 
Burgeſs. chariet at Newington . Butts,, from 
whence he walked to his old lodgings at Char- 
ee having engogd 5 bed bs, ti 
tepaired to, his appointmens with, Mr. Gab. ., 
TE. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 


| Sri. gloomy, ſuſpicious, and uneaſy 


was Mr. Gab; the ſight of his young rival was 
a baſiliſk that deſtroyed him: twice in the courſe 
of the day had that amorous perſonage journied 


from Dowgate-hill to Soho, in order to try whe- 


ther it was poſſible for him to be more unhappy, 
by detecting Henry and Lavinia in an interview to- 
gether; and, though he did not find his fears con- 


farmed, yet, the certainty that it was poſſible, and; 


the idea. that it was alſo probable, they would, in. 


| ſpite of all his vigilance, find opportunities to meet, 


he became every moment more inſupportable; his 
mind was the ſeat of diſtruſt, and the moſt ranco- 


rous jealouſy ; he was wretched at home, uneaſy. 
abroad, and totally incapable of giving the uſual; | 


attention to his extenſive buſineſs. 


While he was in this unenviable ſtate, a meſſage 
from an eminent agent, in whoſe concerns he was, 


deeply intereſted, was delivered to him, requeſti 


his immediate preſence at his. houſe, on an af- 


fair of great importance. He. trembled at the 


idea of being off his watch, but could, by no means, 


avoid going to the agent's; nevertheleſs he took 


coach, and paid a third viſit to Lavinia before he 


went to Crutched Friars. There, however, reluc- 


tant as he went, he was furniſhed with an opportu- 
nity of wholly getting rid of a man who was ob- 


noxious to his peace. , | W 
Captain Manly was an officer of great worth and 
honour; he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſeveral ac- 


tions with the enemies of his country; and his 


bravery could only be equalled by his generoſity : 


| if to relieve the Ciſtreſfed, and to ſhare, his purſe 
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138 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS, 
with his unfortunate brother officers, was not the 


real uſe to which a brave man ſhould put his mo- 


ney, he was, he confeſſed, ignorant of any other; 


the conſequence of this ridiculous way of thinking 


was, that when the war was ended, notwithſtand- 
ing Captain Manly had taken many prizes, he re- 
turned to England crowned with jaurels, but not- 


quite out of his agent's books. While, therefore, 


many more diſcreet officers, were retired to their 


ſnug boxes, enjoying the reward of their prudence. 


as well as valour, fe was obliged to ſolicit employ- 
ment abroad, in time of profound peace; for 
though he had been favoured with the command 
of a guard-ſhip in one of the royal harbours, his 
ſpirit was too magnificent to be reſtrained by his 
power; he found, at the year's end, a cenſiderable 
balance in his. agent's accounts in that gentleman's 
favour; and a fleet being ordered to the Eaſt In- 
dies, he obtained the broad pendant, and was fet- 
tling his accounts when Mr. Gab was announced, 

The Captain's leave of abſence was expired; he 


was going out of town the next morning, to join 


his ſhip ; his buſineſs could not therefore be poſt- 


poned, and Mr. Gab condeſcended to wait. 


Captain Manly was not remarkable for his pati- 
ence; he was heartily tired of looking over figures 
that told ſo much againſt him, and ſincerely lament- 
ed the loſs of a young man, who was lately dead; 
and had for many years been his public clerk, and 
private ſecretary, adding to his regret for his un- 


timely fate, the ſmall hopes he had of ever ſupply- 
ing his place ſo aceeptably to himſelf; “ for,” ſaid 
he, he was not only the moſt faithful domeſtic, 
but the molt agreeable and unaſſuming companion 


in the world.“ | | 
* believe, Sir,” cried the provident Mr. Gab, 
half choaked with his own eagerneſs, © I can re- 


commend: you a young man, whoſe abilities and e- 


ducation 
_ 
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ducation will qualify him to anſwer every purpoſe 
you have deſcribed.” „ 
„ But,“ ſaid the Captain, © I fail the inſtant I 
get on board; your friend muſt, if I approve him, 
have time to provide for ſo long a voyage.” 
Mr. Gab had already ſurmounted every difficul- 
ty in his own mind; he knew there wanted but one 
thing to compaſs every purpoſe in the metropolis, 
which he poſſeſſed in great abundance ; and what 
was money, in compariſon of a kind glance of La- 
vinia? He eagerly engaged for and promiſed eve- 
ry thing on behalf of Henry; and the agent, being 
too well acquainted both with his judgment and 
power, to doubt but that the perſon he ſo warml 
recommended was properly qualified for the place, 
feconded his wiſhes; the Captain therefore gave 
him directions to his lodging in Suffolk ſtreet, where 
he deſired he would bring his friend, who, if he 
approved of, he promiſed to engage. 5 
When Captain Manly took his leave, Mr. 
Gab could very lightly attend to the buſineſs. that 
carried him to the agent's; he was impatient to 
fee Henry, and as doubtful of his acceptance of a 
lace which he was himſelf conſcious was beneath 
him. But notwithſtanding his recent promiſes to 
provide for him in ſo different a manner, the 
fending him immediately out of the kingdom, to 
ſuch a diſtant part of the globe, from whence it 
muſt be ſome months before even a letter could 
reach Lavinia from him, was a matter of that. im- 
portance to his peace, that he ſecretly reſolved to 
carry his point, at any riſk or expence, even though 
he ſhould be obliged to give Henry a ſum of mo- 
ney, adequate to his diſappointment in the Weſt In- 
„ * . | 


„ 1 Eaſt, weſt, north, or ſouth, from the burning Lf 
5 ſands of uncultivated Africa to the freezing ſhores = 
- of the inhoſpitable Zealanders —ſeaſons, 3 =_—_ 


*Þ 
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and people, were now all equally indifferent to our 
hero: the with, ſo natural to men, of riſing in 
the world, the. deſire for inde pendence, no longer 
exiſted in his ſoul; Clara Elton, on whom every 
thought ultimately dwelt—whoſe i image perpetual- 
ly glided on his imagination—from whom his. ideas 
were never wholly ſeparated - hoſe gentle graces 
had firſt taught him to diſtinguiſh between the blan- 
diſhments of a wanton and the delightful thrills of 
a viriuous paſſion—whoſe-face was the index of ſe- 
raphic excellence, whoſe voice, whoſe touch, melt- 
ed him into rapture -was for ever loſt. Hitherto 
his thoughts had, on every occaſion, always revert= 
ed to her, as the ſource of tuture happinefs; ; when 
his mind, elated with thous htleſs mirth, and all 
apprehenſions of future cars folt i in the preſent hil- 
arity, was inſenſible to pain, even then there was 


more in view Clara was 2 degree of pleaſure too 


great for a mortal to think of with hope, but he 
would think of her nevertheleſs: when depreſſed by 
misfortune, poverty, and ſorrow, Clara was his 
conſolation; ſhe was his taliſman againſt grief, 


and her ſweetneſs and perfection could at any time 


fill his ſoul with a delight too exquiſite to be over- 
come by the common occurrences of human life; 
and though he had never yet ſuffered himſelf to. 
think ſeriouſly on any means whereby, he might ob- 
tain the jewel that dazzled him with its luſtre, the 
anguiſh-he felt at her marriage was an inconteſtible 


proof of the conſequence ſhe. was of to his peace. 
Sick of. the world, and all it now could afford, 


he was waiting the appearance of Mr. Gab, equals 


ly deſtitute of hope, and void of fear. 
©. Othello himſelf could not be more. ſranticly. j jea- 
lous than Mr. Gab, ſave his 

to wreak it on his wiſe, and the citizen felt his ire 
excited only againſt his rival; he, however, diſ- 
guiſed. his ſentiments, under an appearance of 


*« we 


is Moorthip, choſe 
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friendly ſolicitude for an object he would have re- 


joiced to know was no more; he had collected a 
long ſtring of excuſes for the non-· performance of 
his promife, and a variety of arguments to per- 
ſuade a young. man of firſt rate abilities that it was 
a moſt deſitable thing to go to the Eaſt Indies, as 
captain s clerk of a man of war. 


He had received ſuch accounts from his Jamaica | 


rake nv kg that rendered it unneceſſary to ſend 
ap per on to, manage his property there ey 
had placed a perſon to ſuperintend his affairs, whom 
he could not remove, without affronting them; 
and moreover, as it was one who was very conver- 
ſant in the buſineſs, to remove him would be high- 
ly prejudicial to his own intereſt, 

On the other hand, Captain Manly was a man 


of great intereſt; could handſomely provide for any; 


perſon who had 'the good fortune to pleaſe him in 
his official capacity; and many and juſtifiable were 
the reſources by which a ſecretary to the com- 
mander in chief might accumulate 'princely for- 
tunes; as to its being in peaceable times, that was 
nothing, it was always in the power of the eom- 


pany's ſervants to ſet the ſimple inhabitants of the 


eaſt together by the ears, which they would cer- 


tainly not fail to do as often as it concerned either 


their intereſt or caprice; and in that caſe, would 
a Britiſh commander not partake of the loaves and 
filhes! Ny, no, they knew better! + 

Mr. Gab, ſo earneſt was he to carry his point, 
had n TY theſe redoubtable reaſons to 


writing, leſt the ſmalleſt tittle ſhould eſcape him; 


„ * 2067 


ing Henry's ready conſent to go with Captain 


the W without ſo much as aking. the reaſon why 
eft India plan was given up ?., | 


Mr. Gab could not conceal his fatisfaQtion, 
though he wor wu pains ſo to do; it was un- 
neceſſary, 


but he was moſt agreeably ſurprized, at receiv- 


2 
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neceſſary, Henry had that within him, which ſuf. 
ficiently engroſſed his attention; but he did not 
forget to thank the citizen for his ſolicitude to ſerve 
him, and immediately accompanied him to the 
Captain's lodgings, | 
Captain Manly was exceedingly pleaſed with our 
hero; but ſo far from conciding with Mr. Gab 
in his opinion, that it was an <ligible proviſion, 
he ſincerely lamented he could not offer a young 
man of Henry's appearance and abilities ſomething 
more worthy his acceptance, than the office of his 
clerk ; which, however, he engaged to render as 
agreeable and advantageous as was in his power, 


10 Melancholy had marked him for her own. "© 
But Henry was not ſo entirely abſtracted from the 


world, as not to diſtinguiſh, and feel the politeneſs 
and fympathy with which the gallant Captain ad- 


dreſſed him: never indeed had that gentleman _ 
felt himſelf more intereſted than on his behalf; his 


imdifference to his fate, it was eaſy to perceive, 
was not the effect of ſtupidity ; his countenance 
was the exact herald of his thoughts—what thoſe 
were the reader knows. . 
Captain Manly was as poor as his intended 
clerk, and as thoughtleſs too; he had the advan- 
tage in years, but fis ſtock of worldly wiſdom was 
rather leſs than Henry's; his credit was ſtretched 
to its utmoſt limits in fitting himſelf out in a proper 
ſtile for the voyage, and his ready money was barely 
fufficient to carry him on board his ſhip. | 


Jill advance,” thought he, this young man 


twenty guineas ; he is certainly in diſtreſs,” —this 
was thought'the firſt. 13 | 


„But I have not half that ſum for myſelf. 


| That was thought the ſecond, | 


\ 


Iwill 
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Iwill ſave him his expences down, however," - 


ſaid thought the third and accordingly he very 
politely offered, and Henry gratefully accepted, 2 
place in his poſt-chaiſe ; an offer that was both ho- 


nourable and convenient to him; and he promiſed 


to attend the Captain at eleven the next morn- 
ing 


Our hero knew nothing of the neceſſaries fit for 


ſo long a voyage; he had a tolerable ſtock of linen, 


and ſome few changes of clothes, all which were 
ready packed. | 


When Mr. Gab's private convenience rendered 


it proper Henry's appearance · ſnould be conſiſtent 


with the character of a gentleman, he had liberally | 
ſupplied him with means to ſupport that characterz 


but when tat was no longer the caſe, the hatred 


inſeparable from jealouſy barred every avenue to 


| kindneſs; he therefore parted with him, without 
hinting at pecuniary matters, although he had .en- 
gaged te- Captain Manly he would take on himſelf 
the care and expence of equipping him for the 
voyage. | LS, 
Henry had no home to return to, no relations 
to take leave of, no friend to weep the parting 
adieu with; Clara Elton was now in the tranſports 
of nuptial enjoyment: ſhe would ſoon return t 
England, hateful country! how he deteſted it! 
gloom and diſcontent filled his foul. | 


He returned to Charing-croſs, and at his ſolitary 


ſupper took out his pocket-book to throw away 
uſeleſs papers, and there he found Janet Macdou- 
gal's letter, and the duplicate. | 

«© Poor Janet!” ſaid be, I forgot thee too; I 
remember every thing too late: I will ſend to 


Captain Gab,—if he does not repay part of the 


money I have lent him, I ſnall not have enough to 
take thy little miſtreſs out of pawn: “ —a letter was 
Inſtantly diſpatched, to requeſt the Captain would 
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favour Mr. Conway with the loan of twenty 
pounds—the ſum he had borrowed was fifty. | 
Captain Gab was not at home ;—the meſſag 


was repeated; — the Captain was ſtill abroad. Ear- 
Ty next morning Henry went himſelf to the Cap- 


tain's lodgings, where he had the honour of ſeeing 
him and his ſignora at the window, and of being 
told by the ſervant, they were gone to Bath: he 


Aung from the door with contempt; the noble 


Mr. Gab's breach of promiſe ferving to enforce, 
in his opinion, the abſolute obligation on every man 
' of honour to beware how he gives bis word, but 
when once given, to keep it at all events. 


4 have promiſed Janet, ſaid he, as he tookthe 


way to the pawn-brokers—— ] 
% How much does this picture come to?“ 

The man looked earneſtly at him: Five pounds, 

mn | 


Henry had but three guineas and a little Jooſe 


ſilver; he looked vexed, and ſighed, “ Poor 


. | 

If the picture is your's, Sir,” ſaid the man, 
t as I think, notwithſtanding the alteration in your 
growth and features, it is“ _ 
„ Mine no friend, it belongs to a poor woman, 
For whom I promiſed to redeem it; but I am ex- 
ceedingly mortified to find the ſum exceeds my 


ability: and it may be never more in my power.” 


The picture, Sir,“ ſaid the man, ſhall: not be 
Fold, if it be ſeven years years before I hear of the 
honeſt Iriſh woman, I could have ſworn it had 
been your own, the boy's features are ſo amazing- 
Jy like; will you walk up, and look at it ?— 
Henry's curioſity was raiſed, and he followed 


the pawn: broker into his beſt room; where (ima- 


gine his aſtoniſhment) he ſaw a portrait of Mrs. 
more and himſelf, when about twelve years 
old, which he perfectly remembered ſitting to the 
1 painter 

0 
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painter for: „ Good God l' ſaid he, ſtarting 


back, © it is my picture; how could that woman 
poſlibly be ia poſſeſſion of? it 7? 


All the pawn broker knew of the matter was, 
that the old Iriſh woman pledged it ; and that he 
believed her very honeſt, and would preſerve it for 


her, as he before ſaid, ſeven years. N 


Dellmore's amazement increaſed, as he FOE OE 
voured to recolle& every circumſtance he had heard 


Janet repeat of her life: not once had ſhe menti- 
oned her having been in ſervice; her two marriages, 


and peregrinations from Ireland to Scotland, and 
from thence to England, and her uncomfortable 


life with her huſband, ſhe had repeated with that 


prolixity, and tedious exaCtitude, natural to old 


people; but not a ſyllable had the mentioned of 


ſerving any lady : yet in her letter ſhe called the 
picture her dearlittle miſtreſs. But, intereſting as was 
this matter, our hero hadno time toloſein developing 
myſteries, he did not know where to find Janet, nor was 


he ſure, if he did find her, ſhe could acquaint him 


with what he was now moſt curious to know, 
which was who he really belonged to; and even 


that was of the leſs importance, as he thouglit it 


but too probable that he was the offspring of penu- 
ry and vice; ſince poverty only could never have pre- 
vailed on the molt abject of God's creatures to give 
up their child for ſuch baſe purpoſes ; he paid the 


intereſt due on the picture, and then returned to his 


lodgings, from whence he joined his Captain, 


baving ſent his baggage to the ſtage ; with thirty- 


eight ſhillings in his pocket, no credit, and few 
cloaths, Henry Dellmore left London with Cap- 
tain Manly, to begin a voyage to the Eaſt In- 
dies. 

In the courſe of their long Journey to N 
which they reached without any remarkable oc- 
currence, both the captain and his clerk's good 
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opinion of each other increaſed ; the former indeed 
conſidered the latter as a valuable acquifition ; 
and Henry found in Captain Manly's ſociety a 
relief from the ſadneſs of heart which oppreſſed 
him. 

The Captain repaired immediately on board, 
but left Henry to wait the arrival of the ſtage, with 
his baggage, and orders on a particular ſignal, to 
$0 on board at all events, even ſuppoſe it ſhould be 


efore the ſtage arrived, which aQually' was the 


'caſe, although his trunks were ſent off to the ſhip 
be ore they fest the Sound. 

The Captain received him in a manner that 

inne the reſpect of thoſe young gentlemen with 

hom it is cuſtomary for perſons in his ſtation to 


meſs; but he had not been long introduced to them, 


before he found he had an embarraſſment to get 
over, of which he had before no conception ; which 
was, his inability to ſubſcribe his quota towards 
the ſtock already laid in; and the further expen- 
'ces which would be incurred when the ſhip touch- 
ed at the Madeiras. | 

'A certain inborn pride, inherent to human na- 
ture, a and more particularly predominant over the 
minds of young people of elevated ideas, rendered 
"this a very diſtrefling circumſtance” to our hero; 


*he felt mortified at his poverty, and aſhamed to 


confeſs it to a ſet of light-hearted young men, to 
whom care did not appear to be known. While 
he was ruminating on his ſituation, and fervently 
wiſhing he had been apprized of the difficulties he 
bad to encounter, before he accepted his preſent 
Nation, the ſquadron were all under weigh, and 
the wind being fair, hey ſailed at a great rate. 
Henry had nevci hc 7 been on ſalt water, ex- 


cepting only croſſing the channel from Dover to 
Calais in his infancy; and the uſual effect, on firſt 


failing on the briny elemente ſeized him with great 
violgnce ; - 


i d 


9. 

ſt 

at 
A 
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violence; he retired to his cabin, and continued a 
week unable to leave it, during which time Cap- 
tain Manly's ſervants confſantly attended him ; and 
his meſsmates were, notwithl ee had not 
yet paid his ſhare. towards the meſs, kindly Tolict- 
tons to ſerve and oblige him. 
As the ſea ſickneſs went off, the uneaſineſs of 
his mind increaſed; the qpen-hęarted ciyilities of 
the young midſhipmen were ſo many reproaches 
on him for, obtruding himſelf on their - ſociety, 
without power to pay his way: the blood mounted 
into his cheeks at their approach, and his extreme 


” 


_ diſtreſs of mind affected his health, ſo that he was 


unable to attend his duty for ſeveral days after the 
ſickneſs had left him: to add ſurther to his morti- 
fication, none of the cloaths he brought with him 


were ſuitable to his ſtation; a few, fine ruffled 


ſhirts, ſilk ſtockings, and three coats, with a pair 
of ſattin breeches, and muſlin and other, gay waiſt- 


coats, were not fit for ſo long a voyage, nor for the 
appearance of a Captain's clerk. ob” 15 
Theſe were matters that came to his knowledge 
too late; he ſickened at his proſpect, and his heart 


ſunk in deſpair : not; one friendly boſom was there 


in the whole world for fim, nor among the my- 
riads that inhabited the earth, was there one who 


felt the leaſt ſolicitude for him; and if there 
were, if he could be reſtored. to the fond pa- 
rental careſs—if he could be re-adopted by the 
man of benevolence—if proſperity and affluence 
were again to gild his days—the ſadneſs of his ſoul, 
the deſpair. with which it was filled the inſtant he 
was alone, and could without interruption. meditate 


on his loſt Clara, convinced him his peace was for 


ever ruined. Hopeleſs in mind, he, became care- 


leſs of his perſon ; his fine eyes loft their luſtre; 
the vermilion, that gave to his manly countenance 


the appearance of health and chearfulneſs, was no 
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dered, and which Henry refuſed to ſwallow. 
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more ſeen; and his fine hyacinthine locks were not 
only no more the ornaments of his face, but they 


were totally negleQed ; in vain were delicacies 


ſent to him from the Captain's table, for they were 
returned untouched : the deſpair and anguiſh of his 
mind became conſpicuous in his figure ; and in a 
very ſhort time the handſome, blooming, and ele- 

ant Henry Dellmore ſunk into a ſpectre; a 

rea only of what he had been now remain- 
The ſurgeon of the ſhip reported him to the 
Captain as a young man whoſe intellects were diſ- 
ordered; and his opinion met the greater credit, as 


he had often wondered at ſuch .an accompliſhed 
| Perſon being reduced to accept a ſituation ſo much 
beneath his education and appearance: the Doc- 


tor's report was, therefore, an elucidation of the 


myſtery, very little to the. credit of the perſon who 


had recommended him; but Captain Manly's idea 


of his inſanity did not deprive Henry of his pity, 


on the contrary, he gave ſtrift orders that every 
attention ſhould be paid to his unhappy malady; 
and the notion of his inſanity gaining ground from 


his profound melancholy, he was, by degrees, for- 
ſaken by the young Mids, who were too humane 


to ſport with miſery; and who all reſpected the 


wreck that ſorrow had left of ſo amiable a 


man. 3553 
In this deplorable ſtate, brooding over misfor- 


tunes he had no hope that time would relieve, and 
a voluntary exile from ſociety, he continued a 


total inattention io his perſon ; his beard had been 
a week unſhaven, and he was fitting, with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, the flow tear rolling down his 
pale cheek, when one of the DoCtor's mates enter- 
ed the cabin, with a medicine which had been or- 


Mr. 


A 


* 


felt the ſincereſt compaſſion for our hero; and, 
not quite ſo poſitive i 80 his opinion as his principal, 
endeavoured to engage the wretched youth in con- 


verſation; and ſo far ſucceeded, as to prevail on 


him to be ſhaved, to change his linen, and accept 


a book, which Henry promiſed to read; but which 


he found, on viſiting him the ſucceeding mormags 
he had not opened. : 

Mr. Williams again made every friendly effort 
to induce him to adopt ſome mode that would at 
leaſt divert the paſſing moment; and 'pointed out 
ſome beautiful paſſages in the book he had left 
him. Henry's politeneſs had not wholly deſerted 
him; in compliance with Mr. Williams's perſuaſi- 5 


on, he looked over the paris he pointed to; and, in 


that interval, the Mate alſo took out of his pocket 2 
book; e ſubject of A ſtudy was one much 


more calculated to engage Henry's attention, in his 


then ſtate of mind, than Hayley's Poems —it was 
«© The Sorrows of Werter,” and was then open 
at the ſhort note, beginning with— 

% ſometimes cannot comprehend how it is 


_ ©. that ſhe loves another, how ſhe dares 


And ending 


„ Whilſt I think only of her, know 0 her, | 


* and have nothing but her in the world,” 


It caught his- Of, it pierced his heart; Do me 


the favour,” ſaid he eagerly, to lend me the bock 


you are reading, when you: have gone through 


it, 27 
- ©. have alteady read it throngh,” anſwered he, 


looking at the ſame inſtant cautiouſly round the 


cabin, and adding, Can you lend me a piſtol ?* 
Alas !” replied Henry, © I have no ſuch thing z 
have you not obſerved I am unprovided with every 


| thang ſuitable to my ſituation ?” 


H 3 Williams 


0 
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Mr. Williams was ſkilful and good tempered, he 
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Williams then thought he might venture to leave 
him the book. 


Dangerousindulgence! poiſe onous ſenſibility ! How 
many victims to ſin and, folly has that one publicati- 


on produced? The mind, indeed, on whom it can, 


have a baneful effect, mult be cnervated by paſſt- 
on, it muſt be loſt to virtue; but ſuch there are, 
and ſuch at this period, was our hero's. 

He ſhut himſelf up with his new companion—in 
Werter's paſſion he read his own, and he even ſaw 
his Clara cutting bread and butter for a. parcel: of 
chubby-faced children. Whether, he envied the 
German hero the boxes on the ear or not, he cer- 
tainly conſidered Sir James Reſtive as the Albert of 
his tragedy; and bravely determined on following 
the example the ſuicide had ſet him. 

*I have a thouſand reaſons,” faid the infatuated, 
youth, ce to be weary of exiſtence, which Werter 
had not: —a thouſand excuſes to carry with me, to 
the only father I ever knew, for coming unbidden, 
into. his preſence ; for claiming from him, that 

roteQion this world will not afford me. From 
infancy. I have been marked with ſorrow and mif- 
fortune,  Werter had a mother, Ie had friends; 
fortune had not denied iim a home; he had. loſt his 
Charlotte; and there alſo: my anguiſn is ſuperior 
to his; he knew ſhe was. the betrothed wife of ano- 


ther, at at: the firſt moment. he beheld. her; my, Clare ; E: 


AA my God! but Werter, thy voice. 
Nee me from thy grave; and, behold, 1 follow. 
thee 
It was. by this time midnight; and our hero af 
cended to the middle deck, with. as much ſilence 
and precaution, as pofſible, and paſſed, without, 
eaking, or, being poken to; to the ſnip's ſide, 


m whence, with err] in his boſom, ho plung⸗ | 


ed into the ſea 125 


i 


0 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


Tur Chaplain of the ſhip was a moral man, 
and ſomething of an aſtronomer. The night was 
remarkably clear, and the ſtars unuſually brilliant; 

he was alſo, though a married man, a paſſionat e 
lover, and he was indulging his favourite propen- 
ſity of reading the planets, and ruminating on the. 
virtues of an abſent and beloved wifc; at the ſame 
inſtant, the noiſe occaſioned by our hero's plunge: 
into the water, had nevertheleſs power to drive 
his wife and the ſtars out of the head of a fond 
huſband, and a devout aſtronomer :—had this gen- 
tleman half the time in conſideration about ſaving 
the liſe of a fellow creature, that Henry. had taken: 
to reſolve on his own de ſtruction, my hiſtory would 
Have finiſned at the end of the laſt chapter; and 
perhaps my readers may repret that it did not, and 
condemn the folly of a poor parion, whoſe young 
family's daily bread depended on his exiſtence; for 
the imprudent riſk of his own life, in behalf of a 
ſtranger, and one, who, for aught he then knew to 
the contrary,” might be one of the moſt. worthleſs! 
among the crew of an eighty- gun ſhip of war; but 
as this was not the firſt ſilly act our chaplain had 


been guilty of, neither, I doubt, will it be found to 


be the laſt. 


The ſea carried our hero directly under the fern 


gallery, where the chaplain was, as I have ſaid, in 
alt; he ſaw the perifhing' object, and being himſelf 
an expert ſwimmer, which it was evident the 
Wretch, who was at the mercy of the waves, was 


not, he inſtantly ſtripped off his coat, and fearleſsly. 


Jumped 1 into the ſea, juſt in time to catch the ſink- 
H o_— | ing 
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ing body by the hair of its head, and ſupporting | ct 


him till fonze men from the ſhip took them both n 
. GU EE: | tn 
Captain Manley was alarmed at the danger of xi 

his Chaplain, who was his great favourite; and he fr 

was ſoon informed, it was the lunatic, who had | al 
acted fo perfeQly in character; he inſiſted on the FF 

former going immediately to bed, and ordered the 13 

latter, who lay quite inſenſible, to the care of the | c 

Doctor. Williams, as his principal was gone to ſu 

reſt, immediately attended; and, on ſtripping Hen th 

ry, found next his heart a ſmall locket with hair, th 

and T he Sorrows of Werter; the latter he unmerci- | 2 

fully conſigned to the waves, with a ſeaman's bleſſ- ; th 

ing on the author: he then proceeded to the hi 
uſual remedies ; and after two hours humane and | in 
cloſe attention, left our hero in a gentle perſpira- - 

tion in bed. | | | 1 
The next morning, at Captain Manly's breax- - 

faſt, he mildly condemned his Chaplain, for riſking 5 

a life of ſuch importance to his family. = 

The Chaplain pleaded an irreſiſtible impulſe, 

and expreſſed a deſire to ſee the ſuppoſed mad- 1 

man; ſcarce had he uttered this his wiſſi, before a | 

note was delivered to the Captain, which he read ta 

to the Chaplain z it was from the maniac; and 5 

; contained as follows : PET | LM 

C Sir, © | I WW 
| After an act which was rendered abortive by the ſh 
bumanity, (a poor word to expreſs my idea of the in 

motive, that impelled the miniſter of God to ruſh x: 

on ſuch imminent danger, to preſerve a wretched fe 

being from eternal perdition)—how, fir, ſhall I a 

dare to appear before you, with ſuch a weight of be 

impious folly on my head ; how deprecate your py 

juſtly excited indignation; or how gain your credit all 
to my profeſſions of penitence, and promiſe of a- « 

mendment? Alas! Sir, I have no arguments to | 08 
| | conquer | 0 
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conquer the diſguſt my conduct muſt have raiſed; 
n apolagy to offer for the appearance of ingrati⸗ 
tude for your kindneſs; no vouchers for the ſince- 
rity of my repentance -I am ſimply an outcaſt 

from fortune, the child of grief, drag > Thing and 
anguiſh ';—yet I am convinced, and health 
were not beſtowed on me for the. hateful. purpoſes 
of indolence and ſuicide ; I feel my indifcretions ; 
condeſcend, fir, to believe them Juvenile ones, and 
ſuffer me immediately to enter on that office, and 
thoſe duties, for Which you engaged me.—I have 
the honour to be, Fc.“ | 
. „ cannot perceive,”” ſaid the Chaplain, & in · 
that note, any traces of infanity.“ The writer, 
however, anſwered the Captain, is not at this time 
in apparent deficiency of underſtanding 5 tell Mr. 
Conway I ſhould be glad to ſee him. 

Preſently a figure entered, that much ſhocked 
Captain Manly ; it evidently was the ſkeleton, but- 
no more, of the fine young man he had brought 
from London. 

The Chaplain, all curioſity, en half round, 
as-he was drinking his te. 

HFenry's danguid looks were fixed on the cap- 

tain: he had prepared à ſpeech, but the power 

of utterance —_ him; he ſtood irreſolute, and 
agitate. 

Mr. Manly, pitying - his embarraſſment, and 

ſhocked at his emaciated figure, broke nn by 

introducing him to the Chaplain.— 

f Mr. Conway, * aid. _ Fc ibis 28 Jour pre- 

ſerver. T7 

Henry audibly ſighed, and barg into teare, 
bent his knee. 

Heavenly God 1” cridd the chaplain, kneeling 
15 and claſping the poor phantom in his arms, 


can it be, and am I then ſo bleſſed? may I in- 


2 lays L have preſerved. the life of my friend, 
| 8 Hs my 
=" : 85 


144 JOVENLILE INDISCRETION'S: 
my.--benefaCtof;? have I: been ſo: bappy as to 


riſk. my own, life, to ꝓreſerve that of Mr. Dell · 
- 27 Os. ; „ | DES 


more:? 14 1 JF; Jv Ot es $7899 rs 9 1 201 351153 
Dellmore,“ cried the- Captain, . you are miſ- 
taken, Cadogan, his name is Conway 
Ahl! fir,” replied: the good man, what ever 
may have been his reaſons for: changing chis name, 


GY 


he is a-witneſs of thoſe great effuſions of my ſoul, 


that ſwell it almoſt to burſting the beſt of men 
young as you ſee chim, his wirt ues have long, long 
reached. maturity: Ohl my beloved young: friend 
ſure I am, I cannot be miſtaken, —be he Dellmore, 
or be he Conway; the victim of ſorrow; or the fa- 
vourite of fortune; my preſerver, the preſerver of 
my Eliza, you moſt aſſuredly are, have you for- 
, fo mph a rh $594og) 3, 
Oh! Cadogan,” anſwered Henry as foon as 
he could ſpeak, I am thankful to heaven that I 
live to ſay, the bleſſings of exiſtence are doubly en- 
deared to my ſoul, by receiving them from you; 
but where is your wife? I ſee you here, you are no 
longer with her, and. I tremble to enquite after the 
welfare of that dear woman and her children. 
how do we meet in ſuch circumſtances ? — 
J am fejoiced we meet at all,“ ſaid the Chap- 
Iain; —“ Captain Manly, whatever name you have 
known this young man by, give me leave to pre- 
ſent him to you, as having the beſt of human 
hearts.“ : | IV Wie li nr = | i 
honeſt joy, at this interview, of a man whom 


Th 
| the: Captain know to be void of all guile, and a 


credit to his profeſſion, was a ſufficient aſſurance of 
the integrity of Dellmore; yet his change of name 
did not tell in favour of his prudence,” and he had 
great curioſity to know his motives for ſo-dbing 3 
but propriety, and the manners of a complete gen- 


ile man, were the characteriſſics of Mr. Manly; he 


| therefore / congratulated: the friends on their une x. 


«pected 
E 
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peed happineſs, and invited our hero to partake 
of their repaſt; after which, he had the goodneſs 

to requeſt they would retire to Mr. Cadogan's ca- 
bin, for their mutual information of thofe events 
that had brought them together. 

IJ have, on my part, fir,” ſaid Cadagany ce ng 
ſecrets; but the recital of what has paſſed, reſpe&- 
ing myſelf, will not, as you condeſcended before, to 
command me to give it you, afford you any enter- 
tainment; otherwiſe, as I could pledge my credit on 
the goodneſs of Mr. Dellmore's heart, A 1 
cannot venture ſo much on his diſcretion, 1 could 
wiſh you might hear from himſelf, a relation of P 
thoſe misfortunes, that could work him up to ſuch 
a degree of frenzy. 

Henry modeſtly begged indulgence to his faltivs, 
and declared he was not conſcious of an act that 
would impeach the integrity of his character, one 
only excepted, which was well known to Mr. 
Cadogan; © but,” continued, he, J am on the 
rack to know your ?affairs—1 tremble for Mrs. Ca- 
dogan. 

Go to your cabin,” ſaid the Captain n 8 
to Cadogan, and when you have ſaid all the old 
faſnioned things your heart is full of, about that 
ſame non-pareil your wife; and Conway or Dell- 
more has made his confeſſion ; you ſhall then tell | 
me all I ought to know. 

Cadogan would have remonſtrated ; a Henry 
declared he had nothing he wiſhed to conceal; but 
they were hoth good naturedly warned againſt mu- 
tiny, and obeyed the Captain's orders. 
Tze fullneſs of Cadogan's joy, prevented din 
from dire &ly gratifying Henry's curioſity, about 
his on affairs, or anſwering. his anxious enquiries 
after Mr. Franklin; but when his grateful tranſ- 
ports were ſubſided, he informed Henry, that 
Captain Maoly-x was the ſame brave commander 

v. it n 
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with whom he had ſerved in the Weſt Indies, and 


of whoſe humanity and charity, he had made ſuch 
* honourable mention in his hiſtory : that gentleman 


had continued an unwearied ſolicitor in his behalf; 


and,on his appointment to India, procured the Chap- 


lain's warrant for him ; which, together with ſome 
private commiſſions, he had the intereſt to procure 
for him, rendered the voyage at once lucrative 
and reſpeQable ; of which he ſent him notice, with 
Promiſe of an allowance from himſelf, for the ſup- 
port of Mrs. Cadogan and her family. 


Ahl interrupted Henry, How I feel for her! 
how was it poſſible you could part“? 


The tear of recollection, the figh of regret, pre- 
vented, for a moment, Mr. Cadogan's proceeding. 
He reſumed his ſtory— | 

* My increaſing family were, it is true, happily 


; provided for by Mr. Franklin ; but the ſource of 


our comforts could not be always concealed ; and 
my ſituation in the cure of Eſher, under DoQor 
Orthodox became on that account inſupportable; 
Jam loth to ſay it, but his envy and avarice were 
united to deſtroy my peace ; I foreſaw that a re- 
moval would be unavoidable, but I conſidered every 
hint of the grievances of my ſituation, as an en- 
croachment on the generoſity of Mr. Franklin; 
1 therefore concealed my diſquiet as long as I could, 
till at length, the inſults my wife and ſelf received 
from the rector, and through his means from ſome 
of the Eſher family, and thoſe under his influence 
in the village, determined me; and I was on the 
point of once more committing myſelf and family, 


to the caprice of fortune, when I received Captain 
Manly's letter. | 5 z 
% My dear Eliza was convinced; ſhe ſubmitted; 


1 mult not remember with what grief; Mr. Frank- 


lin was then going to Bath; but an event juſt then 


happened, which required the utmoſt exertion of 


reaſon 
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reaſon and philoſophy, to bear with his uſual for» 
titude.” | 
Henry ſighed reſponſively ; he could too truly 
gueſs what that event was :;—after a ſilence, whic 
ſerved for mutual recolleQion, Mr. Cadogan called 
on Henry, for an exchange of confidence; I have 
now accounted, my dear Dellmore,” ſaid he, for. 
this meeting on my ſide; will you not now gratify, 
à curioſity which I confeſs is very. ſtrong ?-I am no 
ſtranger to your reaſons for leaving.Eſher ; but how 
is it, you have never written either, ta Mr. Frank- 
lin, or myſelf?” 
Henry then-recounted; without the - ſmalleſt de- 
viation from truth, every circumſtance that had 
happened to him, fince his leaving Eſher ; not 
diſguiſing his attachment to Mifs Elton, or ſparing 
himſelf on account of Lavinia. 3 . 
Captain Manly politely diſpenſed with Mr Cado- 
gan's company to dinner, and Henry's recital was 
not concluded till late in the evening; but curious 
as he was to hear all that had paſſed at Eſher, he 
was obliged to defer it till next morning, as the 
chaplain thought it incumbent on him, to pay his 
evening reſpeQs to the Captain. 1 1 ye 
He communicated the hiſtory of our hero to 
that gentieman, who was ſo pleaſed with his cha- 
rater, that he ſent for him to ſupper, and inſiſted. 
an his conſidering himſelf, as perfectly at liberty, 
and with reſpect to him, a viſitor only, They par- 
ted that night on the moſt ſocial terms; and, as it 
was as much the wiſh of Henry, as it was that of 
Mr. Cadogan, to make him. acquainted with the 
whole of their affairs, he invited our hero to take 
his place at the breakfaſt-table, next morning. 
_ - Henry's laſt night's adventure, had cured him off MR 
a deſire to die, before it pleaſed his Creator, to WR 
call him to his laſt account: but it had not diſſipa- i" F 
ed the grief that occaſioned it; the interview with 
3 | | | f T. 
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Mr. Cadogan made him to condemn himſelf, for 
his raſh deſpairing aſſertion, that he was ſo ſin- 
gularly miſerable, as to be totally friendleſs ; but 
it had not made him to believe that Mr. Franklin 
had overtaken Clara before ſhe reached Gretna- 
oe ; neither had he any reaſon to. ſuppoſe, if that 

ad been the caſe; that Mr. Franklin would have 
- withheld his conſent to their union. 

He paſſed a ſleepleſs anxious night, and at nine 
repaired to the great cabin. . 


CAAPTER XLVL 


Recapitulation. 


T H E chaplair's hiſtory of Henry's Eſher friends, 
was now delivered in the preſence of Captain Man- 
Iy; he had many things to explain, of which our 


hero Was totally ignorant; and in order to eluci- 


date ſeveral matters, of which he had no concep- 
tion, he was obliged to retrace ſome of the events 
that had happened prior to his leaving Eſher. 

I have before informed my reader, that Mr. 


Franklin's frequent excurſions among the villagers, 
and his natural good humour, inſured him a friendly 
reception wherever he appeared; and I have alſo 
hinted at his partiality, for the landlady, of the 


Bucks-head, where he took his egg and wine at e- 


leven every forenoon except Sunday: Mrs. Hudſon's 


_— y inereaſed with the importance that thoſe 
Mts gave her, which, if the conſtant 'countenance/ 


of ſo rieh and good a character is conſidered, muſt 


be ſuppoſed to be great: ſhe was the fountain of 
all mteltigence; and the dread of all thoſe who 
wifhed to keep a ſecret in their families, a wiſh that 


was very ſeldom gratified in Eſher ; for * | 
Hos | | Ss 
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Mrs. Hudſon's penetration, and ſuch her induſtty, 
in developing myſteries, that her knowledge of facts 
often preceded tlie facts themfelves: of all the o 
currences of the rectory ſhe was fully informed, 
and to the viſits of the militia officers, and their con- 
ſequences, ſhe'was'no ſtranger; but although few' 
women exceeded Mrs. Hudſon, in loquacity, when 
her own'intereſt was not at ſtake, ſhe could be e- 
qually- ſilent when it was; and fam now about to 
give an inſtance of her extreme penetration in a 
circumſtance the reader may or may not have 
foreſeen. TRE” 5 

At the aſſembly, ſet on foot at her houſe, the 
obſervant dame had made ſome diſcoveries, not en- 
tirely conſiſtent with virgin modeſty, though per- 
fectly in character with the honour of our modern 
ſons of Mars ;—but, as it was no buſineſs of hers, 
and as the Miſſes from the rectory abſenting them- 
ſelves, would hurt the aſſembly, though Mrs: Or- 
' thodox was her very particular friend, ſhe did 

not chuſe to meddle in family matters, by dropping 
a hint of ſuch her diſcoveries. BY ; 

Lieutenant Downe indeed was not quite fo tena- 
cious;' he had many confidents, to whom, in frietid= 
ſhip; he revealed 4is triumph, and Lavinia, dif- 
honour; andtho''the ſecret had never tranſpired at 
the rectory; or the manor, there wete many in the 
village who imputed Lavinia's faded cheeks; to a 
very natural effect of a natural caufe; and the 
landlady, at the Bucks- head, having taken parti- 
cular notice of the alteration in her looks, kept a 
reckoning for her: before Henry return from Ox-/ 
ford, of this matter among others, Me acquainted 
the ſquire; on the very day Mrs. Orthodox made. 
her the conflante' of His intentions in her favour, _ 

Mr. Franklin's affèction for our hero was truly pa- 
ternal; the numerous iſſue left by his father were 
all, but the ſiſter who lived with him, dead; ex- 
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cepting her, he knew not of a ſingle relative: he 


Vas likewiſe very fond of Clara, and, fancying he 


ſaw a mutual attachment growing up between them, 
he formed a plan for their future happineſs, by unit- 


ing them, and making Henry the heir to his im- 


menſe wealth; but, anxious to ſee them really 


happy, and that they might conſider. it as their, 


own choice, rather than his, he kept in his own. 
boſom his intentions,, not revealing . them even. to, 
his ſiſter. | 

When, therefore, Henry profeſſed his attach-. 
ment to Lavinia, and propoſed to marry her, his: 
grief and ſurpriſe. may be conceived-to: be great; 
more eſpecially as Mrs. Hudſon, who ſeldom erred, 
in her judgment-of ſuch matters, had aſſured him, 
that the young lady was one whoſe modeſty would. 
never ſtand in the way of her.preferment ; and the. 


native ſimplicity and an of heart, che open, 
diſpoſition of our hero, 


unſuſpe cting, guilele 
convinced him it was eaſy for an artful woman to; 


impoſe herſelf on him in any character ſhe choſe: 


to aſſume. 


Lavinia was never a great favourite with him, 


although he had been ſo liberal in his favours to her, 


mother, when the poor-:woman, was. ſo. anxious. 
to give her /arning.; therefore Mrs. Hudſon's laſt. 


communication was the moſt acceptable he could: 
have received; and he concluded, that. the only, 
way to cure Henry of light impreſſions, and to con- 
vince him of the impropriety of his conduct, was, 
firſt to make him ſmart. for his indiſcretions, and. 
then reveal to him the falſehood of his miſtreſs; he 
was confirmed in thoſe reſolutions by his obſervati-: 
ons on the behaviour of Henry and Clara, during 
her viſit to the manor, as it was viſible to any in- 


tereſted by-ſtander,. how very partial they were to 


Each. * 
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Mr. Cadogan was the *ſquire's confidant and, 
adviſer in this affair, when Lavinia's pregnancy 
was not only announced, but acknowledged, and 
communicated to him by the curate; Mr. Frank- 
lin then thought proper, as l have related, to pay 
her a private viſit, and to tax her with the inſamous 
duplicity of her conduct: ſhe at firſt perſiſted to lay 
her ſeduction to our hero, but being told, that a. 
particular account of the time would be kept, and 
that Dellmore would not be ſuffered to ſee her till 
after the delivery, and finally, that as her father. 
would undoubtedly in that caſe deſert her, ſne 
would then be totally friendleſs, if an impoſition, 
on her part was proved; that on the reverſe, if ſhe 
would be ingenuous in her confeſſion,. he, Mr. 
Franklin, would be her protector; that he would. 
be at the expence of her removal to a diſtance 
from Eſher, from whence it would not be probable: 
any intelligence could arrive that would injure her, 
reputation, and ſupport her, till ſhe was again 
in a condition to return to the reQory. | : 

At length, ſhe confeſſed what was the real truth, 
that Lieutenant Downe was the author of her pre- 
ſent ſhameful ſituation; and, that he had on pre- 
tence of indiſpenſable buſineſs, left the village, as 
ſoon as ſhe had reaſon to fear her indiſcretion 
could not be concealed, ſhe was in deſpair, when 
Henry's return gave her the opportunity of prac- 
tiling on his eaſy diſpoſition, by perſuading him 44 
had been her ſeducer. N 

Such diſſimulation, ſuch art, in fo young a crea- 
ture, could not fail of exciting abhorrence in a. 
mind ſo ingenuous, ſo-much above diſguiſe, as Mr. 
Franklin's ; he however concealed his diſguſt. from 
her; and with the aſſiſtance of the curate, remov- 
ed her as before related to her aunt's in Derby- 
ſhire, who dwelt in a little hut on Lord Belyoir's 
eſtate, where he ſaw her; and, as that nobleman 


— 
1 * 
; 5 
7 
3 
4 * 
> 


wall 


2 
<4 + 


— — 


— —ů 
E ͤ VW—— 2 EE 


„ — — —.— EN OT CLI 
— 


62 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS, 


will hereafter appear in a, more reſpectable light, 


than he did when we firſt introduced him to our 


readers at Lavinia's lodgings, we beg the Chap- 


lain's pardon for interrupting his ſtory, by giving. 
ſome : anecdotes of a noble . l * 


CHAPTER XLII. 
I. 40 He He H. 2 riſes. 


1 Fark of Belvoir was a nobleman of diſtin- 


guiſhed rank and abilities, his antient family was 
Honourable in point of rank, and ſamous for the va- 
lour and virtue of its ſeveral chiefs: the blood that- 
now flowed in the veins of the Belvoir family owed! 
its origin to regal dignity; both Lord and Lady 
Beſvoir deſcended in a regular line, from one of 
the moſt valiant of the Hibernian Kings. 


The Belveir eſtate in Ireland, was originally ve⸗ 5 


ry large, and upon an inter- marriage in the laſt 
century, a very reſpectable addition was made to 
it, by the acquiſition of ſeveral eſtates: in Derby- 
ſhire and Lincolnſhire, | 

The preſent earl ſucceeded to the family honours 


and poſſeſſions, unincumbered with a fingle mort! 


gate or legacy ; his ſiſter, Lady Margaret Macna- 
mara, having her fortune ſettled on her, from her 
father's property in the funds. 


The dowager Lady Belvoir, early ſaw, that with 


all the fine qualities of her ſon, he had a diſſipated 
turn; and the extreme honour of his own princi- 
ples, laid him open to every kind of fraud and im- 
pofition: In an excurſion to England, where he 


Was a member of the Britiſh ſenate; and where in 


public he was adored for his integrity, and reſpect- 
ed for his abilities, he became the prey of ſharpers, 


and the 3 of a celebrated courtezan, to whom 


\ bs 


JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 163 


he was ſo attached, that as gallantry was not at 
that time held in ſuch reſpect as it has fince been, 
and conſequently a young nobleman could not pre- 
ſume to carry his oſtenſible miſtreſs, under the eye of 
a virtuous matron, whoſe heart would be wounded by 
ſuch an inſtance of depravity in her ſon; he choſe. 
rather to continue in England, and eſtabliſh his 
fuite at Derbyſhire houſe, than part with the ado- 
rable Fanny.— The dowager remonſtrated, and 
grieved at his conduct, but her letters did not con- 
vey maternal tears; they only ſpoke to the honour 
and dignity of her houſe ; and what were thoſe to 

the ſole poſſeſſion of a gem, for which a nation en- 
vied him: the gem, however, had a roving quality 
in it; the wild of Derbyſhire was not the place to 
confine its ſplendor in: and one fine moonliglit 
night, it was attracted by a ſmart colonel; and 
egg off to the metropolis in a hired chaiſe and 
5 1 „ | 
The earl ſtormed, ſwore, and did every thing 
that a young deſerted lord could do, and more thaif 
many would do, in ſuch a ſituation, for he ſent the 
baggage of the inconſtant after her, one morning, 
and the next fet off for Ireland on a viſit to his 
mother, 78 3 7 F 

Lady. Margaret, his eldeſt ſiſter, inherited a-ſuf- 
fieient quantity of pride from her anceſtors, but ſhe _ 
was unhappily,-not-attentive' to thoſe qualities that 
would: attract perſonals eſteem; her temper was 
ſour, reſerved! and contracted; her large indepen- 
dant fortune, made her ſo much her own miſtreſs; 
and her diſpoſition was fo very different from that 
of her noble mother, that ſhe alſo thought proper 
to: eſtabliſh-her own houſe; and left Lady Belvoir, 
while her ſon was zin England. e 
Swieetneſs, affability, and dignity, were blend= 
ed im Lady Belvoir: having loſt what had been tile 
ſolace and comfort of her liſe, the endearments of 
. | ad @ huſband 
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a-huſband ſhe adored, and the company of children 
ſhe tenderly loved, I have now,” ſaid ſhe, © but 
litile to take off my attention from thoſe duties 
that will enable me to follow my: dear lord, with 
the animating hope of a reunion, but my mind re- 


quires ſome. ſocial intercourſe: Hortenſia Montgo- 
mery is a lovely, amiable girl ; her father's for- 
tune is extremely narrow; I will ſee, if kindneſs 


will not make a greater impreſſion on her heart, 
than filial duty has had power to de. on thoſe of 


my own children. 

When Lord Belvoir: returned to 8 Hor- 
tenſia Montgomery was the companion of his mo- 
ther: the beauty of her perſon, which was not in- 
ferior to his admired Fanny, ſtruck him with ad- 
miration the moment he ſaw her, but the captivat- 
ing graces of her mind, forbade the libertine hope 
her charms inſpired ; and his heart was! at once a 
ſlave to her beauty, and a convert to her virtue. 

Lady Belvoir-ſaw with pleaſure the progreſs of 


4 paſſion, which, ſhe believed, would infure the 
future felicity of her ſon : ſhe hoped, a laudable at- 
tachment to a ſenſible virtuous woman, would be a 


means of rendering him happy at home, and that 
the intereſt of an object ſo dear, would caution 


bim, reſpecting his connections abroad. Miſs 


Montgomery had no expeQation from her family: 


Her father, Lord Montgomery,. was. a nobleman 


whoſe eſtate was barely adequate to the ſupport of 
the manſion where he dwelt. Hortenſia was his 


only daughter; he had many ſons, all of whom 


were differently provided for in the ſtate, church, 
or army, except the eldeſt, who was doomed to 


the drudgery of ſupporting. a large ſtock: oF A | 


grandeur, with a very narrow income. 
But, although Hortenſia was deſtitute of che 
gifts of fortune, Lady Belvoir knew her intrinſie va · 


lue; and, her. ſon's eſtate * very large, ſne ap- 
BI 
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plauded the diſintereſtedneſs of that love which was 
centered on an object ſo deferving* At this peri- 
od, Lady Margaret, having formed a friendſhip 
with the family of a Duke, where there was a 
daughter, of her own age, propoſed to her bro- 
ther a match with her friend : ſhe had the morti- 
fication of hearing, by the meſſenger, who carried 
her:propoſal;that her ſiſter, the future Counteſs, 
was already fixed on in the. perſon of Miſs Mont- | 
gomery. 

Lady Margaret, as at ha! little - mein 
Paid'to her wiſhes, as well as at her brother's choice, 
of an indigent maid of quality, for the partner of 
his rank and fortune, immediately difclaimed all 
connection with. her family,; a matter, that then 
excited the mirth of her brother; but Lady Belvoir 
was very ſeriouſly diſpleaſed at a conduct, ſhe 
called pre ſumptuous and undutiful. 

The marriage was celebrated with great magni- 
ficence; and the dowager Lady Belvoir had the fe- 
licity of leaving her ſon, when ſhe died, one of the 
happieſt of huſbands to a virtuous woman, and fa- 
ther to two lovely boys: her death, which hap- 
pened in the third year of the Earl's. marriage, ſo 
affected the Counteſs, that he judged it expedient 

to remove her from a place, where every object 
renewed her grief, by bringing the kindneſs of her 
loſt friend and parent to her memory. 

They accordingly removed to London, whete, 
deſtitute: of a fond mother to admoniſh, and with 
a very little prudence to guide him, the Earl re- 

newed his acquaintance with thoſe ſharpers of qua- 
lity, who had: before made their advantage of his 
ſimplicity ; and, again meeting the nee Fan- 
ny, took her anchor his-proteQion. + | 

Lady Belvoir was then far advanced in her third 
pregnancy, and ſhe had been promiſed by her huſ- 
: Tanks that ſhe ſhould return to Belvoir, i 1a time 
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ſor / her accouchement ; but that promiſe was made in 


the delighttul gardens at Belvoir, and it was forgot · 


ten in the environs of St. James 's. : 

The Earl was yet very young, and the company 
he kept, by no means rigid in their notions of 
morality for a nobleman to play deep, live, 
not magnificently, -as 'all his anceſtors had done, 
but profuſely, keep a miſtreſs, and negle& his wife, 
were matters that fifty years before did not raiſe 


wonder, although, perhaps, they did not, as in 


theſe liberal times, meet applauſe. | 
Lady Belvoir was a terreſtrial angel, ſhe adored 
her lord, and gratitude for his generous conduct 


towards her, united with her love for him, render- 


ed him, in her opinion, too perfect for error. She 
fighed to return to the ſweet banks of Killarney; 
but the Earl preferred the Mall in St. James's Park. 
The court at the caſtle, was perhaps, not ſo nu- 
merous, or fo brilliant, but it was „one, and ſhe 


fancied the balls and entertainments there, had more 


princely elegance in them, than the unmeaning 
routine, of going up a pair of ſtairs, to receive a 


mere how dye. In ſhort, ſhe-pined for her native 


country; but, eſteeming it her indiſpenſable duty 
to make fiat place, where her lord choſe to reſide, 
her delightful home, ſhe grew more ſatisfied; 
and, by degrees, became naturalized to the country 


Which was more agreeable to him than his o.] n. 


The union of marriage once broken, without 
the leaſt repugnance, another charmer ſupplanted 
Fanny, and a freſh face ſoon rivalied her; one ex- 
ceſs is ſure to ſucceed another; ſo true it is, that 
it is much eaſier to ſuppreſs a firſt defire, than 


to ſatisfy thoſe that follow ;” and Lord Belvoir, 


who had, as his mother fondly hoped, ſeen the 
errors of his youth, and abandoned them, became 
more callous in his relapſe, by a ſeries of impru- 


dence and diſſipation; the natural conſequence of _ 


bel 
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which was, that the Earl was gradually diminiſh» 
ing his fortune, as his family was increaſing. 
Four fine young men, and two .daughters, were 
approaching that period in their lives when pru- 
dent fathers begin to think of providing for their 
children, before e had given up his pretenſions 
to the character of a young buck of the firſt head. 
He reſolved, it is true, to retrench, and look into 
his affairs, but his reſolutions were conſtantly de- 
ferred by one important engagement or other, 
till all his ready money was expended, and mortgages 
had been granted on the greateſt part of his eſtate. 
Lord Creſpigney, his eldeſt ſon, was at this period 
entering his twenty-ſecond year, and deprived, by 
his father's extravagance, of the liberty of chooſ- 


ing for himſelf, was then married, to the heireſs of 
a rich biſhop, whoſe wiſh it was to make his ng + 
r 


ter a wit, and to ſee her a Counteſs. The 

part, he thought a liberal education would attain, 
and, he had too juſt an opinion of the value of rich- 
es, to doubt, but his iron cheſts contained what 


would enſure the laſt. 


Lady Creſpigney's hiſtory the reader is ac- 
quainted with, as well as with ſome memoirs of 
her huſband and ſon. „ „ 

The honourable James Macnamara, ſecond ſon 


to Lord Belvoir, was bred to the church; and, as 


the paternal eſtate had many great advowſons in its 
gift, and the family had intereſt to procure diſpen- 
ſations, he roſe to be a prelate, with every re- 
quiſite to render that dignity reſpectable, except 
humility, which was beneath the conſideration of 
a prelate of quality. | ge bps FA. 

Auguſtus Macnamara,. the third ſon, was a ſol- 
dier; he had been fo unſortunate as to ſucceed in 
an affair of gallantry with a young damſel, on whom 
his elder brother, then a collegian, had alſo caſt 
the eyes of affection, which cauſed ſuch rancour 


| Fi | On 


— 
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on the part of the ſon of the church, that the 
Earl, in order to ſeparate two very fiery ſpirits, 
ſent the ſoldier abroad, where he was killed. The 
Junge ſon died an invalid, having unfortunate- 
ly contra cted a lameneſs, while in the hands of his 
nurſe, which never could be cured. | | 
Lady Belvoir, who was, as I have ſaid, a moſt 


amiable and worthy character, from being the firſt 


toaſt in her youth, was an example of wiſdom 
and prudence in age; her diflike of her daughter- 
in- law, was the firſt thing that drew from the Earl 
a confeſſion of his reduced circumſtances; and the 
death of Lord Creſpigney, and her third ſon, Which 


appened nearly about the ſame time, confirmed her 


in the adoption of a plan, which Lord Belvoir did 
not oppoſe, of retiring, with her daughters and 
grand-daughter, to Derbyſhire, in order to leſſen 
"thoſe expenſes which their fortune could no 
longer ſupport, the young ladies chooſing rather to 
be buried in retirement, than to live in the world, 
deprived of thoſe appendages to grandeur, to which 
their birth and rank entitled them, and to which 
they had hitherto beer uſed, but which their cir- 
cumſtances could no longer afford. fas 


Lady Selina and Lady Emily Macnamara were 


*both handſome, but theit fentiments were formed 


by their mother, and the idea of conſidering their 


natural chatms as a ſnare for a rich huſband, va- 
3 in diſdain. EE 
The Earl of Belvoir had paſhonately loved, he 
yet eſteemed, and reſpected his lady; but though 
The had been a perfect beauty, he had in her days 
of youth and bloom been inconſtant; his miſtreſſes 
were then innumerable; time and extravagence 
had confined his powers ; he could not now afford to 


ſupport a firſt-rate courtezan, but though he had 


never been at the trouble of ſeduQion, a miſtreſs 
was ſtill an appendage of his rank, he could as well 


X Leaſe 
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*ceaſe to exiſt as give up; and, 2 misfortune, very 1 
cemmon to eldecty gentlemen, particularly attend- 1 
ed us choice.; the older he 17 the younger 118 
were his miſtreſſes; and he ſtill frequented, with 1 
inſatiable pleaſure, the fcenes where he had in his 
former days delighted to ſhine. | 1 
Phe ladies lived:wholly in Derbyſhire; but it 
- was only in ſummer that he actompanied them, his 
lordſhip ſtill denen during the winter ſeaſon in St. 

James's-ſquare,”. 561180 575 

Aecidentaliy he paſſed the! bann mien Lavinid's 
unt reſided, juſt as ſhe was recovering from her 
lying in her beauty was a temptation he could 1 
not feſiſt, and ſecrecy: was beneath a man of his | 
rank. If gallantry were a vice, he conſidered it 
as fanQtified: by his dignity; when, therefore, he 
Choſe a ſultana, heialways did it publicly; and not 
3 having! ence in his life been troubled with a hint 
of his infidelity krom the e he had long 
in to expect Wt S's 
Lady Belvoir was-a women fi nl beſpe able 
f : 20 her character, and mixed fo juſtly the dignity 
of the Woman of, faſtron with tire undeviating ten- 
0 derne(PofithEmoſtiaffeftionate wife, that no tat- 
ler Had hitherto temErityenonghtowound:herpeace, 
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| | © by'talesthdy knew! wood only be cewarded: by fer 

x [diſpleaſure adele decor; fo that her 

2 ladyſhip remained im Happy igndrance of her lord's 

{ conſtant nfidelitics,nox had-thedeaft ſuſpicion that his 

e | fummer excurſions had ſupplied him with a new 

> || favouiite, who was to follow him to London. | 

8 The Miſs Macnamara's were better informed g 

bn. they knew, and felt the folly of their father, and 

5 the convidion, that while their bloom was waſt- 

0 ing in a remote ſolitude, the ſame vices, which 

4 had reduced them to that neceſſity, were ſtill ſup- mY 
71 Plied out of the little that remained of the ſplen- 7 mY 
Nl did fortune to which they had a natural right; their 1 
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conviction, I ſay, that the money, which would have 


rendered the Counteſs happy in ſeeing it beſtowed on 


her children, was on the contrary laviſhed on young 
women, who could not be connected with him but 
on the moſt mercenary terms, greatly leſſened their 
affection and reſpect for their father; but their care 
and duty to their mother were, in proportian to 


the excellence of that example, and Hoſe inſicuQi- 


ons ſhe had always given them. 

They were, indeed, extraordinary obaraQers, 
being, at the time: their father fell in love with La- 
vinia, ſpinſters of forty, ſenſible, good natured, 
and candid, readier to cenſure their on actions 
than thoſe of their neighbours, andi in perlect cha- 
rity with all mankind. 


They were proficients i in e and drawing, 


and contrived to fill a long ſummer's: day, or wig- 
ter's evening, by an agreeable variation of female 
amuſements, in which both their bodily and men- 
tal faculties were employed, without a murmur at 
the tediouſneſs of time. They were great readers, 


and acceſſible to miſery at all times, let their en- 


gagements be ever ſo important. This hiſtory of 
family, with uchom it does not appear our hero 
can be ii any degree connected, will, I fear, ap- 
pear tedious to my readers; / but as I ſhall have 
occaſion again to introduce them, and as Henry is 
at preſent in rather an inactive rh hope the 
e be K e A en z nos 
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CHAPTER XLVIL 
A Deſcent from Nobility, 


M [SS Franklyn's attachment to Henry defeat- 
ed eiery plan concerted between Mr.Cadogan and 
the Squire for his advantage, by ſending him from 
-Eſher in ſearch of adventures: but notwithſtanding 
the obj<Q that cauſed ſuch commotions in the bo- 
ſom of wiſdom was removed, and although Dr, 
Orthodox was ſtill a regular and conſtant viſitor, 
and the hiſtory was reſumed, not all theſe conſider- 
ations, aided by the claſſics, could fill the vacuum 
which love had left in her mind. „ 

The ſly urchin only proved the fallacy of human 
wiſdom in a female breaſt, when oppoſed to the 
more potent effects of paſſion ; Dr. Orthodox was 
too far advanced in life, to accompany his conſo- 


lation with much energy, and his own conduct was 
a very poor ſupport to the arguments he ſo vainly 
uſed; neither hiſtory, ancient or modern, nor the 
ſublimity of the Greek, the beauty of the Latin, or 
the ſoftneſs of Engliſh poetry, could now recon- 


cile Mifs Franklyn to her cloſet amuſement ; it 
was in vain her learned tutor expatiated on the ex- 
cellence of her hiſtory, of the noiſe it would make 
in the world, the envy it would create, and the 


fame it would enſure. 


Thoſe were not the gratifications our woman of 


letteis ſought after; diſſatisfied with herſelf, and 
every thing about her, her long acquired philoſe- 


phy had only power to point ont the ill, without 
ſuggeſting a remedy. Diſorders, to which ſhe had 
hitherto fancied herſelf ſuperior, now found their 


way into her conſtitution ; ſhe had often ridiculed 
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the complaint of vapours, and weak nerves: If 


they were real infirmities of human nature, would 
ſhe exultingly cry, how were the ancients pre- 


rr 
F XT 
p , 3 ; 


— 


: 


in the Horatii or Curiatii, or during the long Tro- 
jan war, are we told of a ſingle being, male or 
female, who was. afflicted with them. Noz; ſhe 
would add, it was when Roman virtue expired, 
when learning and bravery were on the wane, that 
the ſoul, having ſunk into a degenerate languor, 
found out its own littleneſs, and fancied its guilty 
ſupineneſs was the effect of natural diſorders : then, 
added ſhe, came weak nerves, hypochondria, and 
all the train of horrors with which little minds are 
affected. 
Whether thoſe were the cauſes with Miſs Frank- 

lin, or not, I will not ſay, but the effects were 
tirefome and vexations to every creature at the 
manor ;z and her wiſdom was making rapid ſtrides 
Br to the gulph of folly _ 

_— Peeviſh and diſcontented herſelf, ſhe could not bear 
100 any other perſon ſhould. wear che brow of tranquil- 
my; and Mrs. Marſh, at her return from her 


. mattimonial expedition, ſound her father's natural 


ill-kumour conſtantly kept up by his friend at the 
7 manor, who would not allow an inch for fema lefrail- 


no effect on the ſeverity of her ſentiments towards 
the daughter of her friend; he continued inexora- 
ble as to pardon, and as to portion, his choler roſe 
at the mention of it: the old ſtory was repeated, 
with additional acrimony ;—he was infirm, and 
hi . £.ould live to want all the little he had been able to 
16 ſave himſelf; let the diſobedient wretch work 
Ah or ſtarve for him; he forbad his wife to name 
9 her. = 
x Mrs. Orthodox, rendered more conformable 
[if khan ever to bis will, by a dread of his finding out 


Ac the 


ſerved from them? We hear of no ſuch diſorder 


ty in others; the latitude ſhe required herſelf had 


ein 


ments of the latter, what was Captain Miarf 121 
him— true, he had married his daughter, wühett 
his conſent; but neit her for that daughter, nor her | 


JUVENILE INDISCRETITIONS. 173 


the debts the had contracted, and her anxiety a- 


bout the poſſibility of paying them, echoed his 
ſentiments; and, as Captain Marſh was too much 
of an officer to care ſixpence for his lady, the 


poor girl would have found herſelf miſerably ſitu- 


ated, but for the private goodneſs of Mr. Franklin. 


March had a plauſible manner, which, when he 


pleaſed to exert himſelf, might impoſe on a more 
penetrating man than Mr. Franklin, who, in or- 
der to open a way for a family reconciliation, often 
invited him to dine; he. ſbon became a kind of. 
favourite at the manor,' and” pereciving Miſs Frank- 
lin's weak fide, gratefully tod ever) upportunity of 
inveighing againft our hero, and indeed hinted, 
that as the means by which he was enabled to car- 
ry off Miſs Orthodox to Scotland were well known, 
that Henry had alſo been the adviſer of that ſtep, 
and there not being any one preſent, who could 
contradict that aſſertion, the odium of the elope- 
ment was go0d-naturedly attribut LY tg, the abſent 
fugitive. 1 1 

Mr. Orthodox muſt either often it 
March, or give up a good dinger; he 
wiſhed to avoid the former, but when its Ko: 
niencies were put in competition with the WR 


deareſt concerns, would he have given vp 3 good 
dinner. b 

Habit e every chin an Doctor Ortho- 
dox finding the inſurmounta ble hatred he bore our 


hero conſtantly gratified in the continual ſareaſins 
thrown oat againſt him by the noble captain, as 
well as ſeeing Miſs Franklin's features began to be 
re-illuminated at his appearance with ſomething 


be a ſmile, the pertie quarrie was Fey: 1 
e. 
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In the mean while, Mrs. Orthodox heard with 
| Tecret anguiſh from her ſiſter the ill conduct of La- 
vinia ; all her hopes of her tavourite's good fortune 
by marriage, being deſtroyed by her own impru- 
dence, ſhe became, notwithſtanding her huſband's 
Prohibition, more affeQionate to Mrs. Marſh, and 
while the above party were ſolacing at the manor, 
ſhe entertained her truant child at home. 

Care and diſappointment are excellent tutors; 
no mind ſo rude and uncultivated, but bends to 
their precepts, none ſo well informed, but finds be- 
nefit from their unwelcome convictions: Mrs. Or- 
thodox and her daughter found infinite advantages 
from the conſequence of their folly ; and having 
experienced the miſery attendant on one mode of 
conduct, they, with the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Cadogan, 
earneſtly ſet about adopting the other; in ſhort, 
what evil communication had effected, the force of. 
good example, and mild precepts, in a little time 
deſtroyed . Mrs. Orthodox entirely dropped all her. 
junketting parties, and though ſhe till continued 
the habit of echoing her huſband's ſentiments to 
his face, ſhe was entirely reconciled to her married 
daughter, and contented herſelf with her ſoci- 
700 and that of Mrs. Cadogan, when he was ab- 
lIent. 

Things were in this ſituation in the two families, 
when Mr. Downe having accidentally ſeen Lavinia 
in public, and learnt from her ſituation, that a re- 
turn to Eſher would not be attended with the con- 
ſequences moſt diſagreeable to him, namely, that 
of being urged to repair the injury he had done an 
innocent female, arrived in high health and ſpirits 
at the houſe of. his father. | 

. Qld Downe loved money Sond all things but 
himſelf then came Mrs. Betty, and then his 
ſon; if he cbuld | ſcrve the latter without parting. 

A, 4 With 
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with his money, it was well, if not he might go un- 
ſerved. - 

- Miſs, Franklin's J folly had not the advantage of 
entire concealment; Mrs. Hudſon, the indefatiga- 
ble Mrs. Hudſon, had found it' out, and as Matt 
was her fdvourite,- and Henry his, her abhorrence 


of the folly of that lady was too great to be con- 


cealed ; ſhe inveighed againſt her to every creature 


but the ”ſquire ; and his ſiſter was the object of her 


ridicule, i in all companies but Ait. 
Now, ſaid old Downe, if Miſs Franklin can like 
one handſome. Ie net fellow well enough to play 


* 7 * 2 


re his quiet ; it 3 pers 9 


1; ſt! | 
1 Jack put on a "diſinal: face 3. why faith, air? 
1 find it very hard, money is ſo ſcarce, creditors 
10 impertinent, and my income, as you ho” ſo 
ſmall? - © 

OW Lookee, Jack,“ interrupted bis father © if I 
put you in a way to get at leaſt ten thouſang 
pounds, will Jou give me poundage ?”? 

Oh, Þ thou Gent! it could not be, ſaid Jack to him- 
ſelf (RIP: Wis hep he”! Was full of Feen and 
abounded in promiſes. © 

Old Downe then repeated all he hid heard from 
Mrs., Hud ſon's communication, which was about 
ten times as much as was true, and concluded his 
tale, with injunctions on his ſon, to fall deſperately 
in lo\e with the learned lady of the manor ; “ your 
| uncle Gregory,” continued he, attends her ; ſhe 
is ſick of the” megrims, you muſt have him in your 
| intereſt; 1 muſt not be ſeen. in the affair, the old 
ſquire *would ſoon fmoke. me; let him preſcribe a 
young fellow, and do you offer connubial medi- 
5 14 cines 


thought hes has the old fellow {ound his bowels at 
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cines in the nick, and it may be the making of 
us. 2 

„Us,“ thought Jack, _ Hum 8 thing has 
a face, and the old Tabby will certainly be heireſs. 
to the ſquire; but if I have not profited by your, 
example, and "learnt to keep an eye on my own in- 
tereſt, I ought to be hanged.” 

Doctor Gregory was conſulted; Miſs Franklins 
vapours continuing, he was called in very frequent-' 
ly. Doctor Gregory was a man of ſixty years 
ſtanding i in the world, he was a rodigious favourite” 
with all female patients; his 1 its were doubly ac- 
ceptable from the news he 7 82 mingled with his 
enquiries, and thoſe particularly flattering from the 
compliments with which they. were interlarded, 
as thus : | 

« I hope, Madam, I have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing 2 re recovered to. ay 0 if 1 coi take it 


—.— one e mull. not depend 0 Hick on "thoſe k 
of ming for would you v 


wants a  fillup, mult think of e and, 
Ma'am, as I was ſaying, Mrs. W hiffle with hei 
bright eyes, is be eee with a vertigo.“ 
Miſs Franklin had not indeed been open to that 
kind of flattery ; ſhe cared as little about the beauty 
of other femaks, as ſhe did about her own before 
her attack upon Henry: the. penetrating Doctor, 
however, was at no loſs; whenever he Ky Hy been 
heretofore called to any — 4 the family, he! 
how to mingle his humble admiration 0 17 her Tearn- 
ing and wiſdom; with the common ſal: lutations of 
good breeding pay politeneſs, he would: aſk, with. 
great apparent ſolicitude, when the world was to be. 
ſavoured and inſtructed by the produce of her ele- 
gant pen ? and lamenting, there was ſo, little a 


. 
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tion paid in general to the education of the fe- 


males of the preſent age, more eſpecially as, in his. 


opinion, there was a vivacity, an alertneſs in their 
capacities, men could not boaſt, he rejoiced that 
he could congratulate himſelf and the world on her 
abilities and acquiſitions; the Doctor had likewiſe 
heard, ſince Miſs Franklin had become his pati- 
ent, to what cauſe it was that he was favoured 
with her commands; it required little art to ſee 
that Miſs Franklin's diſorders were of the mental. 
kind, and that inward diſcontent occaſioned: out- 
ward complaints; he had therefore lately put more 
of the woman into his- compliments, and embraced 
with no little eagerneſs the propoſals of his ne- 
phew, firſt, however, ſtipulating, as the father had 
done, for a ſhare in the fleece. | 


CHAP'TER 'XUX: © 
Stability of the Paſſion of Love in the Heart of a 


Woman of Letters, with a Variation only of the 
Object. 


[ HE plan of operations for: an attack on the 


heart of a woman of letters being fully agreed to 
by Mr. Gregory and his nephew, about twelve at 
noon the Doctor having received a ſummons to at- 
tend his patient, ſet out with a wig remarkably well 


powdered, , the head of his-cane freth bruſhed, and 


all the appurtenances-which formerly diſtinguiſhed 
the ſonz of Galen in the metropolis, and which 


ſtill continues to have that effett in the diſtant 


parts of the kingdom, in high order, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Downe in a new ſcowered ſuit of 
militia regimentals, a ſmart cocked hat, freſh ſtif- 
fened with ſmall beer, a good leg and large buckles, 
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with broad ſhoulders and full chitterline ; and thus 


accoutred they entered Eſher Manor. 
The Doctor made a thouſand apologies for ta- 
ing the liberty of introducing his nephew; who, 


he told Mr. Franklin, was juſt returned from the 
wars. 

Little did Mr. Downe think how well Mr. 
Franklin knew kis honourable conduct at Eſher ; he 
was perfectly well acquainted with his martial abi- 
lities, and his talents for gallantry were exemplified 
in the caſe of Miſs Orthodox, and taking him all in 
all, his character was too glaring for the modeſt ap- 


- 


+ probation of ſuch a man as Mr. Franklin. He had, 


nevertheleſs, as I have before obſerved, an indo- 
lence of ſentiment, that except brought into action 


by benevolence, often ſuffered him to remain a ſi- 


lent, inactive ſpectator, where the ſame opinions 
would have called forth the indignation of a perſon 
of more vivacity; cool, but not rude, therefore, 
was his reception of Downe—not fo the lady ; her 
ideas, a vaſt deal more reconciled to the male part 
of the creation, particularly the younger ones, 
than they had been, rendered her more polite ; 


and the Doctor, on one hand, blending the phyſical 


advantage of connubial connections, with lamenta- 


tions at the ravage that ſickneſs had already made- 


in her charming complexion ; and his nephew, on 
the other, plying her with delicate flattery, and 


well-timed compliments, both on her perſon and 


underſtanding, gave wings to the hours, and hilari- 


ty to her features, a preſſing invitation was given, 
and accepted, to dine——and Doctor Orthodox 


had again the extreme mortification of ſeeing the 


ſmiles of his pupil paſs from him to a younger ob- 
ject . | ; 1 6 


This ſudden and viſible partiality did not eſcape 


the obſervation of Mr. Franklin, but, deephy 


wourde:! as he knew his ſſter had fo lately een, 
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by the chatms of one young man, he could have 
no ſuſpicions it was poſſible ſne would ſo ſoon 


ſuffer another to ſupplant him; he was rather 


pleaſed, than other wiſe, to ſce her natural good 


humour returning. 


The gloom Dellmore's e 3 on Miſs 


Franklin's countenance, extended its baneful influ- 
ence over the whole houſe, from the maſter to the 


ttable-boy, and the real unaffected gentleneſs of 
heart in Mr. Franklin, had ſuffered inexpreſſibly 


from the moment his ſiſter loſt both her peace and 
good nature; he was therefore ſo exceedingly 
Pleaſed at the effect this viſit had on her, that the 
coolneſs of his firſt reception inſenſibly wore off, 


and every face at the table beamed with pleaſure, 


except that of Doctor Orthodox. 
Mr. Franklin, I bave faid, had no ſuſpicion of 


a freſh attachment in his ſiſter, it was a proof of 


weakneſs and degeneracy, nothing in his own heart 
could point cut, but with Mr. Orthodox it was 
another matter in lis, he learnt ſuch a thing was 
more than poſlible, it was probable. 

From the moment he found. his pupil began to 


make the human being her ſtudy, he lamented he 


could not, from his engagement, be the object of 
it himſelf, and prepoſterous as well as unlikely as 
it was, he fondly built on two things equally out of 
his reach, namely, burying Mrs. Orthodox, and 


_ marrying Mits Franklyn ; if, therefore, when that 


lady ſuffered her eyes to be arreſted by any of the 
Captain's all- powerful attractions, he had been 
poſſeſſed of the baſilifk*s power, a ſpeedy end would 
have been put to the hero's triumph, as it was, as 
vengeance on the object of his ire was denied him, 
he had tecourſe to one uſual, and to him one very 


unuſual. method of ſhewing bis difguſt; the firſt 


was, offering every poſſible ſlight and ſign of dif- 
ike to Downe, contradicting and thwarting all he 


CS : faid ; 
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ſaid; and, the other, letting imvward vexation 


ſpoil his appetite - the hunting pudding, tho pf the 


beautifulleſt yellow - brown colour ever ſeen, hie did 
not-taſte.. |: +. 7 1 


é c + 1B D344 
Captain Marſh was preſent, ie ſoon underſtood 


how matters were to go, and knowing how. jraſ- 
cible Miſs Franklyn had been in his affair, rejgiced 


in the proſpect of retaliation, as well as in the hopes 


of payment of ſome. trifling debts of honour, due to 
him from Downe. . 


From this period Doctor Gregory and his ne- 


phew became frequent viſitors at the Manor; and 
exerciſe being part of the DoQor's preſcription, 


Miſs Franklyn often rode out, attended only by. 


Mat, and condeſcended to call in thoſe excurſions. 


ſome times on old Downe,. and often- at Dr. Gre-. 
gor y's, zwhen Downe had the honour of attending, 


and as the old man ſaid, making things agreeable 
to their kind viſitor. 123 47 5; 

Mrs. Hudſon ſoon became acquainted with this 
matter,, but though ſhe might entertain the 


Squire at his morning's whet, with many ſort of 


fubje&s, the frailties of his ſiſter were of toe deli- 
cate a nature for her to venture on, and his known. 
affection and reſpect for her, likewiſe kept his vil- 
lage acquaintance ſilent on the ſubject. Mr. Ca- 
dogan had, now Dellmore was gone, and the 
Manor ſubje&t to gueſts very little to his gcat, few 
opportunities of private converſation with the- 
Squire, and little inclination to diſturb the peace 
of his family; in a ſhort time, however, the affair 
was paſt a whiſper,for Miſs Franklyn ſet off to Lon- 


gon, attended by Mat, and eſcorted by Mr. Downe, 


ſrom whence ſhe wrote to her brother under ſigna- 
ture of his affectionate ſiſter Mary Downe. | 


The effect this amazing ſtroke had on Mr. Frank- 


lyn, can only be conceived by a heart equally virtuous. 
and e qually affe ctionateʒ he knew the Jibertine turn of 
| Done, 
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Downe, he was certain he could be influenced but 


by one motive, to marty a woman old enough te 

be his mother he felt, therefore, the ſtrongeſt 
concern at the tie there now was on bim, to re- 
ceive into his family a man he deſpiſed: but as he 
abounded in wealth, and as Mr. Downe had given 
ſuch inconteſtible proof how ardently he deſired to 
attain it, Mr. Franklin comforted himſelf in the 
certainty of keeping him in tolerable order, by the 


deſire he had evinced of e heir to the 
e 


Manor, but though this was a point ſettled without 
the help of logic, it was not ſo eaſy to reconcile 


the conduct of his ſiſter, to reaſon, female delicacy, 


or fraternal affection—diſguſt at her headſtrong 


paſſions, and reſentment at her ingratitude, were at- 
firſt too ſtrong for the harmonized diſpoſition of 
a virtuous placid man; but Mr. Cadogan, to 


whom he again applied for conſolation, exerted: 


that influence over him, his own forgiving nature 


forcibly ſeconded, he pardoned the offence and re- 


| ceived the offenders to his favour, who ſoon ret urn- 
ed in triumph to the Manor. Mat, however, 


who had accepted the poſt of her attendant to Lon- 
don, in a fit of impatience at his diſappointment, 
in not hearing from Henry, not chuſing to im- 
mure his bright parts again in obſcurity, ſtaid'in. 


London, where having ſpent all his money, he was 


obliged, as. I have related, to take up his abode 


with Lavinia. : | 
This unpleaſing and mortifying occurrence, re- 


newed in Mr. Franklin's mind all the affection he 
had felt for Henry, and the time that had elapſed 


| ſince he left the Manor, appeared on the retroſpect 
a moſt tedious interval; he had contented himſelf 


with general enquiries of bis acquaintance, and 
comforted himſelf under the diſappointment. at not 


hearing of, or from him, by hoping to ſee his ſiſ- 


ter's tranquillity reſtored, and that. when reafon- 
£7 „„ | ſhould 
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- ſhould reſume its ſway over her mind, ſhe would | 


then coincide in his opinion of her error, and join 
bim in the wiſh to recover the fugitive. 

All hopes of future happineſs with her was now 
at an end, ſhe had rendered herſelf more conſpicu- 


ouſly ridiculous by her pretenſions to immaculate 


wiſdom, ſhe was become an object of contempt to 
the, world, and there were times when her fond. bro- 
ther viewed her with diſguſt; but he yet felt ſo much 
ſolicitude for her peace, that he took care to grati-- 
fy her huſband's pa on for money, by making him 
continual preſents; and his pride by giving him 


conſequence at the Manor; but as his own private 


gratifications were not now at Eſher, he conceiv- 
ed himſelf juſtified in taking every poſſible ſtep to 


poach them elſewhere, and his veins again reverted 


to their firſt favoured object, which was that of 


_ uniting Henry Dellmore and Clara Elton; to that 


was ſubjoined another equally as ſtrong, which ori- 
ginated in the diſguſt he could not help feeling to- 
wards his preſent corapanions at Eſher—to end 
his days with his young favourites, 

It was about this time that Mr. Franklin "PAM 
the firſt letter from Mr. Burgeſs, reſpeQing the 
ineligibility of Clara's fituation, he was by no 
means pleaſed with her, reſidence at Faſt- Sheen, 


| but, mean as his opinion was % Mrs. Napper, 
as mere imprudencies in giving itt6 partics of plea- 


ſure, in company more ſuitable to her own rank, 
than that of Miſs Elton's, was the principal charge 
alledged againſt her, he could not help allowing, 
ſhe was yet a more proper guardian for a girl of 
eighteen, than a woman who had forfeited ' all 
claim to a prudent character, in acting as Mrs, 


Downe had done, and having no other aſylum to 
offer, had very lightly hinted his diſlike of the go- 


verneſs, and rather left it to her choice than infiſted 
on * coming to I. mer. 8 „ 
But 
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But a ſecond letter from Mr. Burgeſs, who had, 


by ſome means, heard of Mrs. Napper's arreſt, 
rouſed him into a peremptory deſign of removing 
her; but, as Miſs Perkins x Bana. our. hero, he 
was ſeized with a fit of the gout that prevented his 
fetching her at the appointed time, and when he 
was recovered ſufficiently to travel, Miſs Elton had 
ſet out on a different route; a third letter from 
Mr. Burgeſs arrived, at the moment he was read- 
ing in the news paper the paragraph that ſo affect- 
ed our hero, and Mr. Cadogan having, at. the 


ſame time received his appointment from Captain 


Manly, they ſei out the ſame morning on their dif- 
ferent routes. 


The *Squire was grieved to his ſoul for the oc- 


caſion that called him from Eſher, although the 
Manor was by this time become ſo hateful to him, 
that he had engaged Mrs. Cadogan, with her huſ- 

band's conſent, to accompany him in an excurſion 
he meant to have taken to Bath, as companion to 
his young ward. 

Miſs Franklin's vaſt and refined ideas of the rap- 
ture and felicity of the marriage ſtate, received a 
moſt mortifying ſet down, long before that period 

was expired, which is commonly diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the honey-moon, in the indifference of 
her young huſband, who, on his part, conceiving 
himſelf undoubted heir to Eſher, and its heredita- 


ments, aſſumed an authority which coſt Mr. 


Franklin ſo much pains to oppoſe, that he at laſt 
left the uſurper maſter of the field, and contented 
himſelf with being the third in command in his 
own houſe. Doctor Orthodox, having been in- 
formed by his wife, in her anger, at Downe's mar- 
riage, of the ruin of his daughter by that gentleman, 
told it immediately to Mrs. Downe; who fired with 
jealouſy, reproached her huſband with his libertine 
actions, and he forbid the Doctor the Manor; as 
| N ſoon 


lage of Eſher. 
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foon as the *Squire ſet out for London, thus per- 
force obliged to content himſelf with ſtaying at 


home, he wreaked his inceſſant ill-humour on his. 
wife. Mrs. Hudſon having loſt the *Squire, became 
leſs communicative, and more ſcurrilous. Captain 


Marſh left his wife, and Mr. Cadogan left the vil- 


CHAPTER L. 


| Return to England with a new Acquaintance.. 


"Ems hiſtory, which Mr. Cadogan turniſhed our 


hero with, partly from his own knowledge, and 
partly from good authority, gave riſe to a variety 
of ideas. Poor Clara! her elopement was confirm-. 


ed; well, he had nothing but his- prayers, and 


thoſe ſhould be for her. As to Lavinia, the dupe 
he now found he had been to her. artifices, gave 


him no ſort of concern, all that he now regretted, 


on her account, was, that the diſcovery was made 
to him of her infamy, at a period, when the only 


advantage he would have made of his liberty was. 


for ever loſt. Mr. Cadogan joined him in deplor- 


ing his misfortune of loſing Clara, but as that was 
an event no regret could now recall, he adviſed. 
him to look forward to the happineſs actually in his- 
power to enjoy, aſſured him of Mr. Franklin's con- 


tinued affeQtion, ſaid he knew he would be receiv- 


ed with open arms, and declared the *Squire had 
repeatedly told him, he meant to leave him the 
bulk of his fortune. There are, my dear Sir, ſaid- 
the good man, two indiſpenſable reaſons why you 
ſhould return to England by the firſt opportunity, 


one of them | have juſt acquainted you with, the 


other, and a far more torcible one, I know it will 
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be to you, than your own intereſt, is, that Mr, 
Franklin, vexed with his ſiſter, diſappointed in his 


ward, and uneaſy. at the p'ace where he delighted 


to diffuſe happineſs to all around him, ſtands in 


need of conſolation ; your attendance on him will 
probably prolong his valuable life. 

' Henry's heart bounded at the thought, even 
Clara was forgot in the ſeducing proſpe&t,— What 


he, the diſcarded, unfortunate Henry, might he be 


admitted to add to the felicity of his bene factor, 


his friend | Were then his prayers heard; oh, 
he was impatient to throw himſelf at his feet. 
Captain Manly coincided in opinion, that he 


ought to return to England by the very firſt con- 


veyance, and it was agreed, the wind being unſa- 
yourable for them to touch at Madeiras, as they 
intended to have done, he ſhould go en board the 
firſt homeward bound fail, they fel Fin wit h. 

Theſe were new and elevated' proſpects for our 
hero— in deſpair and anguiſn he quitted his native 
ſhore, for a cauſe that left him hopeleſs, and his: 
griefs were increaſed by the poverty and diſtreſs to- 
which he was expoſed; theſe were now, he had 
reaſon to believe, vaniſhed ; affluence, friendſhip, 
protection, and favour waited but to be claimed, 
yet but two days back he was ungrate full ruſhing 
into eternity, to the preſence of that Being who 


had preſerved him in his orphan ſtate, and guided 
him to the arms of Charity and Benevolence. 


Over-whelmed with ſhame and contrition, he baſtily 
returned from the ſtate-room to his own cabin, and 
1.47 himſelf before that God whom he knew 

e had offended, and then returned to enjoy the 


ſweet delight he had ſo _ been a ſtranger to, 


the ſociety of a virtuous man who loved him. 


Captain Manly furniſhed him from his own ward- 
robe With clothes, and gave him a letter of credit 
. his agent's money, we have informed | our read- 


ers, 
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ers, he had not, nor will they ſuſpect the parſon of 


being over- burthened with gold or filver, 
Eut the reſolution to return to England was eaſier 


formed than put in execution, for Captain Manly 


being ſent-out with particular diſpatches, and the 
wind. being . favourable, he continued his courſe: 
without falling in with a ſingle ſail bound to Eng- 
land, and it was two.months before they anchored 
at St. Helena. 


From thence, however, he had a prope of, 


getting home, as three of the Eaſt-India Compa- 


ny's ſhips were there on their way to England, in' 


one of which he took his paſſage, having taken 


leave of the friendly Captain, and being charged 


with a thouſand fond remembrances from Cado- 
gan to his wife. They both adviſed him, as be 


was known by the name of Conway on board 


the ſhip, to defer. reſuming his own till his return 
land. They parted with mutual regret, 


_ he ſaw them ſet fail the ſame day he 


himſelf went on board the home ward- bound In- 
diaman. 

He found this ſhip carried many palſejgers to 
Europe, who had been fo fortunate as to accumu- 


late riches in the Eaſt, and among the reſt a Mrs. 
Neſbit, who it ſtruck him (Mr. Benwel having, told: 


him her name) might be the ſiſter, of Montgo- 


mery, and he impatiently waited. zer coming on 
| board. | 


The ſhip v was detained, from one cauſe gy wr 
ther: fix weeks after the Britiſh fleet ſailed ; ; and 


Mrs. Neſvit being in an ill ſtate of health, he had 


not the opportunity he ſo eagerly deſired of ſeeing 


her, till they were , weighing. ende when that 
lady made her appearance. | 
_ + Henry tried in vain to trace 2 likeneſs. in "her 


countenance to "Lis friend ; indeed Mrs. .Neſbit's 
ſickneſs was a viſible diſguiſe to her features, as ſhe 


appeared, 
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appeared, although theſe were regular, a very plain 
woman; the was very tall, thin and yellow, and 
exceſſively marked with the ſmall-pox ; whether 


from a conſciouſneſs of her immenſe wealth, or 


any other cauſe, ſhe had a haughty reſerve in her 
manner, that was very diſguſting to a by-ſtander ; 


ſhe retired to her cabin ſcarce taking notice of her 


fellow voyagers, and her indifpoſition continuing, 
Henry did not gain a ſecond iight of her ſeveral days 
nor indeed was he very deſirous of cultivating the 
acquaintance of a-woman, whoſe pride, or whoſe 
ill diſpoſition, renderercd her an object of alli to 
all the reſt of the paſſengers. | 

He was, however walking under the awning one 


evening, when ſhe condeſcended to go on deck; 


and preſently unexpectedly joined him, the polite- 
neſs of her addreſs, and good ſenſe of her conver- 
ſation, ſurpriſed him the more, as her forbidding: 
manner had given him an impreſſion ſo extremely 


oppoſite to the diſpoſition ſhe now diſcovered. 


She underſtood his trip had been ſhort, and 
aſked him various queſtions of England, and, a- 
mong other names, enquired if he knew that of 
Benwell ? 

Being now convinced ſhe was the Mrs. Neſbit, 
who was fiſter to his friend, he anſwered her 
queſtion by another : : did ſhe know that of Mont- 
gomery? 

The ſmile which accompanied this queſtion 
was changed to a look of aſtoniſhment, at the 


effect it had on the lady to whom it was ad- 
dreſſed. 


Mrs. Neſpit's complexion was not the moſt 


favourable to exhibit female bluſhes, but it ne- 


vertheleſs diſcloſed the diſturbance in her mind, | 


as ſhe, faultering, aſked Henry if he knew her ? 


The agitation viſible in her whole frame, and 


the tremor of her yoice encreaſed his ſurprize ; ; 
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fo that without knowing why, he became nearly ag 
much agitated as herſelf. 

He anſwered he did not, but that an accident had' 
made him acquainted with the enquiries of a Mrs. 
Neſbit, after a particular friend of his, a Mr. Mont- 
gomery, and as Mr. Benwell was the agent in theſe 
enquiries, he concluded ſhe was the lady, he beg- 
ged pardon if he was miſtaken, and if he was not, 
hoped he -had not offended her by the liberty he 
had taken. 

At this her countenance brightened up; the ac- 


knowledged he was right in his conjeQures, and: 


heard the character of her brother, which the goud- 

neſs of Henry's own heart painted in a moſt amia- 
ble light, with extreme ſatisfaction; the manner 
in which they met had ſomething very ſingular in 


it, and Mrs. Neſbit expreſſed great pleaſure in the 


acquaintance of ſo warm a friend of her neareſſ 
relation. HEELS | 

From this time Mr. Conwy was Mrs. Neſbit's 
conſtant companion, frequently would that lady 
fix her eyes on him with a peculiar earneſtneſs, and 
interrogate him reſpe&ing his family connections; 


again Henry curſed his affumed name, it was con: 


tinually plunging him into difficulties ; without 
recounting every particular of his life he could not 
acknowledge it was aſſumed, and the more he faw 
of the world, the greater ſhame he felt at recollec- 
tion of the baſe purpoſes. for which he had been a- 


d ted by Mrs. Dellmore. 


le was now entering on his twenty-third year; the 


| ede conduct that firſt involved him i in dif- 


ficulties (though the guilt of ſeduction was removed 


from his mind) pointed out the real evil of immo- 


rality by the ſubſequent diſtreſſes, and mortification 


which ſucceeded his firſt deviation from honour's 
he felt it the more poignantly, as he found he had, 
* thoſe. means, Joſt the amiable girl, « on 8 5 
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notwithſtanding the ſtep ſhe had taken, he yet 
doated. 

The early impreſſions he had imbibed for Clara, 
in the days of childhood, would have evaporated 
perhaps, but the time ſhe ſpent at Eſher, the re- 
collection of her engaging ſweetneſs, that delica- 
cy and ſimplicity of her attachment to him, which 
he always thought of with grief and regret, the 
beauty of her perſon, the gentleneſs of her man- 
ners, could all ſtand the teſt of cool diſpaſſionate 
reaſon, and ever left a gloom on his mind which it 
was very difficult to remove. 


Severe fits of melancholy accompanied the idea, 


that ſhe was not only loſt to him, but miſerably 


united to a man unworthy of her; in company he 
was often abfent, and out of it wretched; the 
chearſulneſs of his natural diſpoſition, the hilarity 

of his countenance were ſeldom ſeen to advantage, 
nor had his complexion recovered its bloom: yet 
his new friend grew more and more partial to dim, 


notwithſtanding thoſe diſadvantages, ſhe was in- 


deed ſcarce ever eaſy out of his company. 


The pride and reſerve of Mrs. Neſbit's FILE 


ter occaſionederemarks from the other paſſengers 
on this great condeſcenſion, little to her advantage; 


indeed a woman, at her time of life, taking a vio- 


lent liking to a young fellow was not ſo ſtrange a 


thing now to Henry himſelf, as when Miſs 


Franklin firſk made him overtures of a tender paſ- 
ſion. ks 
But *hatever appearances might fay, ku Net. 
bit was innocent of an improper wiſh towards Hen- 
ry, ſhe certainly liked his company, approved his 
converſation, and thought his perſon a very hand- 
ſome one, but the ſcenes of life through which! ſbe 
had paſſed, had effectually conquered her paſ- 
Hons, and the reſerve and pride of which ſhe was 
 n6Fuſed, were merely the reſult of habit. 5 
. ; 2 
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She had lived remarkably pri ate and retired, du- 
ring Mr. Neſpit's life-time, never mixing, in the 
amuſements, ſhew, or ſplendour ſo captivating to 
the ladies of the Eaſt, nor did his death make any | AI 
alteration in that part ot her conduct. | 
She was left a very rich widow, too old ſhe ſaid, 
to play the fool, and too young to be wholly en- 
groſſed by a love of riches ; the told Henry ſhe 
was returning to England in queſt of her relations, 
and of fome other perſons, who had juſt claims on 
ther affluence, out of her own family. | 
- . There were debts, and ſhe acknowledged to owe 
them, more binding than pecuniary obligations, 
which ſhe muſt diſcharge before ſhe could look 
round the world and enjoy her independence. 
This hint drew an obſervation from our hero, 
that real felicity was out of the reach of purchaſe. 
= The figh which accompanied the obſervation 
was echoed by Mrs. Neſbit, who added, ſhe knew 
-of no telicity ſuperior to conſcious innocence, nor , 
any miſery equal to the anguiſh of conſcious guilt. BE 
A ſtarting and involuntary tear proved her feel- 
ings were unaffected, and Henry very readily own- 
_ red, thoſe were the two criterions of mortal happi- 
neſs and miſery ; his heart reproached him for for- 
feiting, by his own imprudence, all his peace, nor 
did that of the lady ſpeak very differently to her, 
As they drew nearer the part of their deſtination, 
Henry began to think of the manner in which he 
ſhould return to Mr. Franklin, and rummaging his 
memorandums found Janet's letter which he ſhew- 
ed Mrs. Neſbit; the inſtant ſhe beheldthe name, 
and heard Janet was yet in exiſtence, ſhe threw 
herſelf, in a tranſport of joy, on her knees. 
„God be praiſed, bleſſed be the Almighty,” 
cried ſhe, tears flowing down her cheeks. Oh, 
Mr. Conway, you know not of what importance 
io my eternal welfare that poor old creature is Ry 
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that [ can call m oa, all he wealth 1 am mif 
treſs of NOR I have gilen to know the yet lived; 


from the firſt place 275 touch at T will now go to 


Dublin. Oh, 1 little thought Form you named 


M*Dougal it was my old Janet! Amiable young 
man; cs Providence now guides my ſteps after fo 
many; ears, now my penitence wil! be accepted, 
now T ſhall make atonemeiit, and n:w I ſhall be 


ſuffered to expire in Peace. 


Henry ſtood aghaſt ; he had a high opinion of 
rs. Neſbit, her DS of ſtanding was above medio- 
Oh, her ſentiments rt emed, and her manners al- 
ways marked with trid ' propriety, but her own 


mouth condemried her—what could thoſe crimes: 


be that ſo many. Years hung heavy on. her heart 
ſuch alone ment! ? He Viewed her 

with aftoniſhment!' 
Something more compoſed; the added, you 
' wonder, Mr. Conway, at what you hear; I think 
I can ſee you are not ready to believe me a very 
' guilty creature; ſome time or other I may inuſter 
reſolution to give you a teen of my unfortunate 
life; I have been very culpabſe, you think me an 
oddity, the world thinks 0 too.“ Oh: continued 
3 5 her hand on her heart,“ zero it is, here 
e myſtery lies, could 1 clear up, could I expoſe 


to view all that is here, I ſhould begin to live.” 


Although curioſity was not Henry's foible, he 
had, in this inſtance, his ſhare of it; but Mrs, 
- Neſbit's exertions of ſpirit, and the violence of her 
emotions brought on Ae and thoſe were ſuc- 


ceeded by that general relaxation of nerves ſhe 


was ſubjeQ to, which prevented its being gratified, 


and they arrived in the Pye before he again 


ſaw her. 


| Moſt of the paſſengers, eager to get on Engliſh 


ground, were ina hurry to land; among thoſe was 
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Hency; he however ſent to atk permiſſion perſon- 
My to offer og; feryics ip 1B pover if Me thdy. | 

She received him with grea pisſetngls of regard. 
rar 


% 
* 


aſked delicately if his circumſtances ſtood in ai 
friendſhip, if fo, her purſe was at his ſervice. 
Henry modeſtly declined any pecuniary fayoitrs, 
185 added, her acquaintance was an honqur he 
| ſhould give up with great regrt. 
Tears filled her eyes Give me your addreſs, 
Sir —if my fate will ſuffer me to appear in England, e 
vou will ſee me, if not, I will write to you, you N 
0 i — * r 3s. =; F | : 
thall be acquainted with the, hiſtory of a woman 7 
who will cheriſh the remembrance of the time ſle iD 
has ſo agreeably beguiled in your ſociety, as long in 
as ſhe exiſts. I have now hired a pacquet ; I pro- w 
ceed directly to Ireland, if I return,” ſhe pauſed | 
CC 
Henry was very much embarraſſed at this queſ- an 
tion, he could not certainly ſ#y how he ſhould B. 
be diſpoſed ol; but after a moment's recollection, . ret 
concluding he ſhould be at Eſher with Mr. Frank- er. 
"lin, or that that gentleman would know his ad- it 
dreſs, he wrote Elber Manor, Devonſhire, on a flip BW 
of paper, and the pacquet w hich the captain engag- for 
ed for ber coming, along ſide at that inſtant, he al- to 
ſiſted Mrs. Neſbit and her attendants in their te- hin 
moval from the ſhip.; and then, with the other paſ= ing 
ſengers, reached Deal, and thence to London the 
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II was about five o'clock in the evening | when the 
Henry was ſet down at his old lodgings, the Golden Kno- 
Croſs; he had, as he ſuppoſed from cold, woos _»Y. 


— 
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head-ach, and a faint reſtleſſneſs about him, which 


if he had a ted prudently, would ha ve induced him 


to have gone immediately to reſt—But who, on 
their firſt return to their native country, after hav- 
ing been abſent from it, could do that? Not Hen- 


ry Dellmore; Mr. Franklin” might poſiibly be in 


London, he might be that very night received to 
his affections and friendſhip, and how could he de- 


| ® vote to ſleep an hour that might be ſo delightfully 


employed ? 
lie diſpatehed a meſſenger to Great St. Helens, 
to enquire if Mr. Franklin was in town, who return- 


ed with a verbal anſwer (not one of the family be- 


ing at home) that he was not, nor did they know 
when he was expected. 
As thofe circumſtances which had indueed 33 


try to change his name were now entirely altered, 


and as the kindneſs ſhewn him by Mr. and Mrs. 
Burgeſs was conftantly in his mind, he formed a 


reſolution of going to Clapham in his real chara&- 


er, the next morning, and the evenings being (as 
it was then winter) too long for a young man to 


think of paſſing them alone, he ordered a chicken 
for ſupper, and though much indiſpoſed then went 


to the · play, and, for the firſt time in his life, ſeated 


himſelf in the pit; at the end of the ach on looks 
ing round the houſe, he recognized his old acquain- 


tance Mr. Peter Martin. 
Henry had too much good fenſe himſelf, and too 


juſt an eſtimation of it in others, to feel any parti- 

«cular. regard for a perſon-of Mr. Martin's turn ef 
mind, but he was a ſomebody he was acquainted 
with ; and there is that ine xproſſibſe affection, that 


deſire for ſociety implanted in the human breaſt, 
which, among ſtrangers, renders a rencounter with 
the moſt de! ſpicable beings we remember to have 
known, in ſome degree pleaſing. | 


Vo. Il. Im 
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Henry was under no apprehenſion of ever being 
again in want of money, the change, therefore, 
from pit to boxes was a matter of trifting import to 
him; on that account indeed I muſt confeſs he was 
ſeldom ſo attentive to pecuniary affairs as prudence 


required, as all his acquaintance, and Mr. Martin, 


in particular, could with great truth declare. 
At the end of the ſecond a& he had made his 
way into the box where Martin was, and was ad- 
vancing to him with equal warmth and familiarity, 
when ie was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at the ex- 
traordinary reception the gentee Mr. Martin ſeem- 
ed diſpoſed to gwe him. 
A ccol contemptuous look, a half bow, flow, 

ſolems, hope you are well, with eyes ſuddenly 
turned another way, and a ſtately draw-back of the 


whole body, was the quality airs. he choſe to af- 


fame. 


„Why, Martin,” ſaid Henry, Dor?t you know 


me?” ſuſpecting his memory, 

Oh, yes, that is, I have ſeen, but—but real- 
iy Imuſt beg to be excuſed keeping you company.” 
Jou will eaſily obtain an excuſe for that,” 
returned Henry, his colour riſing, * but you will 
pleaſe to aſſign, before we part, reaſons for ſuch 

tinent behaviour, and -I will then confider 
whether I will not break every bone in your'ſkin.” 
The looks of our hero were not to be jeſted with, 


and the beau exhibited certain tokens of diſmay, 


but the attention of the company near them being 
excited, and Martin, poſſibly. concluding, that in 
the multitade there was ſafety, ventured to put on 


Aan air of conſequence, and wondered at the fellow's 


affurance, to prefume to accoſt a gentleman in pub- 


lic, when he ſo well knew he had it in his power 


to trounce him. 
Henry's anger, the while it laſted, (he was very 


| * gave way to Pp at the he prodigious _ 
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und conſequential air of the poor cler As how, 


pray,” faid he, laughing, How is it in your pow- 
— 1H Gaure of ont hero. hi 
„ The: 1 me figure of our hero, his 
engaging countenance, where good humour au 


an honeft carelefſneſs were / vifibly- blended with 


vnideanted” courage, contraſted with that of the 
emaciated: perſon, unwhotefome- look, and finical 
manner of Martin, were not to the advantage of 
the latter; the laugh was caught from Henry 

the bye · ſtanders, and ſo provoked the beau, that 

ing in his: wounded: pride all ſear of petſonal danger, 
he jumped upon the ſeat, and in a voice, between 
2 ſhrick and a ſquall; proteſted Henry was a ſwind- 
ler, a-raſcab that paſſed himſelf for àa man of qua- 


liry, and went by many names, a pretender to for- 


tune, when, in reality, continued he, he is as poor 
as a cHarch- mouſe. . ; 

This harangue was unfortunately confirmed by a 
gentleman taylor, who, having the honout of a 
player's:name on his book, was ſometimes: favoured 
with: orders inſtead of payment, and now fat in a 
green box by virtue of one; he affe was taylor to 


Mr. Gab, and had farniſhed: our hero witty fore - 


clothes for which he had not been paid. 


The knight ofthe ſhears joined.the knight of the 


quill, in vilifying Henry, though as the ſormer was 
uſed to a great deal of forbearance, his accuſation 


was im an hamble ſtrain he purteſted as how, that 


was the very Mr. Conway, as Matehant Gab re- 
commended to him, whereby he had truſted him 
Wirn * three ſuits of faperfine broad cloth, and, to be 
ſure he tlleught as how Marchant Gab wed fes him 
paid, ' becauſe, as why, he tuk hin on his credit, 
he did not oft work at hap<hazard, becauſe, as why, 
there was good pay enow for a good workman, 


but finee:he found Mare ham Gab cou'd puff as well 


6 Conway was not gone 


— 
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to be a nabob, vy he would go an ſee what 
was to be lone, and out ran the knight of the 
ſhears. 

A female voice now aſſailed our hero from be- 
hind, too familiar and well known to be miſtaxen 
It approached—Henry, my dear Henry, by Gd J 


am glad to ſee thee— His appall'd eyes met thoſe of 
Lavinia Orthodox; no longer was the ſprightiy 


eye that allured, that ſent its tender glances into 
the ſoul of defire, no longer was the ſweet down 
which outvied for colour and ſoftneſs the beautiful 
peach, or whatever is more lovely in nature, viſible 
on her cheeks ; her eyes, indeed, ſparkled, but it 
Vas with the effect of liquor—her cheeks yet glow- 
-ed, but it was with carmine ; 3 her voice, once the 
gentle herald of: innocent gatety, was changed into 


a hoarſe roughneſs that ſhocked the ear ; the was 


thin and haggard, and already ker late beautiful 
and blooming figure wore the ſad appearance of 
diſeaſed. proſtitution, - 

Compaſſronate to an exceſs, tender and ſym- 
pathiſing in his nature what, at that moment, 
were the feelings of our hero? —“ Lavinia l“ ex- 
claimed he, in à voice of aſtoniſhment. 

% Dellmore,” anſwered the poor wretch in a 
trembling accent, all her falſe ſpirits forſaking her, 
and bold, as ſhe was—ſhrinking with ſhame from 
his ſcrutinizing look. 


„There,“ ſaid Martin, 06 chat's vita of his 


names—?” he was proceeding, when a buſtle in the 
ſtage-box oppoſite divided the attention of the 
ſpeQators ; a lady had fainted away on the curtain's 
drawing up; and in that inſtant, a general clamour 
for ſilence ran through the houſe. 

But, Martin, elated with his fancied victory, 


Mill, however, continued his attacks on our hero F 


who, at length, ruſhed forward, ſeized him by the 
car, and dragged him out of the box, where he 


would | 
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would have been certainly paid for his liberty of 
ſpeech, had not his vociterous outcries for help, 
| brought to his aſſiſtance ſome of the conſtables of 
the houſe. 


Martin, being filled with contempt for a being who 
was, as he ſuppoſed, poorer than himſelf, and fur- 
niſhed by Mrs. Gab with anecdotes not to be 
doubted, of his deſtitute ſituation, reproached him 
with his low birth, the deception put on the Dell- 
more family, his being brought up on charity, run- 
ning away from Mr. Franklin, palming himſelf on 


ſanction obtaining crecit fr em- different: tradeſmen, 
like a ſcoundrel as he was. 


in office, but I have yet to tell him, he was one of 


with in this metropolis, who make ſhift to let the 

epending on marrying by dint of their extraordi- 
nary merits, ſome inconſiderate female, whoſe lit- 
tle fortune is juſt ſufficient to pay off their debts, 


obſcure poverty. Such a woman; for the reſt of 

her life, fuffers the reproaches of the pretty fellows 

who have ruined them, the burthen of bringing up 

a family born to wretchedneſs, and the contempt of 
Pitileſs world! 


veterate a foe to Dellmore, when he muſt be con- 
ſcious his principles and aQions laid him ſo open 
a to equal cenſure ? 

Sons of experience men of the world! an- 
75 for him. I would f. pare Je. —Canye yu your- 
elves ? 


Many of the people who were ſeated near, had 
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Thus ſupported and deſended, bis adverſary, | 


aà merchant for a man of fai and under that 


[ have told my reader that Martin was a clerk | 
the numerous young fellows. ſo e met 
e 


pay of their office anſwer their running expences y 


make a ſhow for a year or two, and then ſink into 


Well; but how comes Mr. Martin, then, ſo in- 


followed our diſputants from the box, feeling more 
| K 3 intereſted 
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198 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS, 
intereſted about the tranſactions of two ſtrangers in 
real life, than thoſe of a dying heroine, although 
the Siddons was the performer, 8 

As Henry in voice and looks continued to de- 
nounce vengeance againſt the ſtill abuſive, tho? 
frightened Martin, the latter very gallantly charg- 
ed the conſtable with the former, and vowed he 
would ſwear his life was in danger; he, however, 
changed bis mind in the certainty he ſhould be 
protected from preſent outrage by the ſecond aſſiſt- 
ance of Mr. Buckram, who entered the paſſage 
with the very Mr. Trap beforementioned, as a per- 
ſon Who had a particular knack at ſtopping the 
travels of his fellow creatures. | | 

Again Henry ſaw himſelf very familiarly coupled 
— John Doe ne, ay uae and. 3 Martin 

ipping ſomething which ſerved as a diſcharging 
— my the hands of a . bak 
hought proper to retire, leaving our hero in the 
cultedy of bo old COR. | 


* Weh, Sir,” ſaid Trap, * Are we to walk or 


ride, bow ſtands caſh now? | 
I haye rode a few miles to-day, already, I will 
walk if you pleaſe”—anſwered he. | | 
% If it is the ſame thing to you, I had rather 
| ride, replied Trap. a 3 X 
it is not the ſame thing, J had rather 
walt!“ 5 
( Same thing over again, I ſee that, I wonder 
how ſuch poor deyils gets credit,“ quoth the fol- 


lower. 


The moon ſhone very bright, it was near ten 


o'clock when they reached the lock-up-houſe, and 


Mrs. Trap was at ſupper eating of ſauſages, of 


which ſhe invited our hero to partake. | 
* The Gem'man don't love ſauſages,” ſaid Mr, 
Trap, in a tone of voice, the lady * un- 
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deritood—the was accordingly hurrying away her 
ſupper, 
; 4410 do like ſauſages,” cried Dellmore, < and with 
the good woman's leave, will accept her *. 
Are there any more to be gotten?“ 

„The fellow is almoſt ftarved,” whiſpered the 
ſollower . To be fure there Jae ſaud Trap, 
„ for money——but if you had not enough to hire 
2 coach, how are you to pay for your ſupper ?” 

Mrs, Trap fet her pan with freſh ſauſages on 
the fire, the head of Mr. Trap was unco.ered, and 
the follower ſlunk out of the room at the ſight of 
a handful of money, gold and ſilver mixed, which 
our hero took out of his pocket, : 

The parlour door was thrown open, aol | 
not he — _ to walk in there? The kitchen 

and, oh, dear me, what a dirty table- 
cloth, why did- not her huſband tell her he ſhould 
bring a gem'man home:?“ 

« Why, my dear, how could I tell you what L 
did not know myſelſ? I happened to be at Lawyer 
Monks, when: Mr, Buckram came in for the 
writ.” 

„How monk 1 is his bill ?” aſked Henry, Poor 
| fellow, he ſhould have been paid, I am aſhamed 
of leaving the kingdom i in his debt.“ 

«© Why, Sir,” anſwered "I «© If 1 was you, L. 
would offer him half. 

“ Half what ?” ſaid Henry. 

„Half what vou owe him, and if he would not 
take that, he ſhould have nothing.“ 

There will ſoon be an Act of Grace,” conti- 
nued orator Trap, and then you will be cleared 
without paying ſhilling, you may live like a Lord 
in the Rules, on leſs than you will pay your debts 
and then, you ſee, dir, you may begin again when 
on ac is paſſed. ? | 
K4 „ What! 
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* What! To contract freſh ones, is that your 
way, Mr. Trap?“ 

„Mine! Sir, no, I could not live by that, —it's 
the way of the world though ay, and a very 
genteel part of the world too, lords, ladies, ſquires 
and parſons do it; the very laſt gentleman I arreſt- 
ed, carred his. girl, two footmen, and a man- 
cook to priſon with him—and Parſon Cleary, you 
know, my dear, his lady a mortal good clever wo- 
man — minds money no more than dirt, invited you 
to dine.” | DE : | 

© Yes,” anſwered Mrs. Trap, Madam Clearey 
never ſets down. under five things. Poor dear 
Lady !—There is but the Doctor and her, and ſhe 
has a monſtrous nice ſtomach—ſo has the Doctor 
The eats. a chicken every day throughout the 

A 1 e 

Te Aye, it was the poulterer's bill T arreſted- him 
for—eighty- ſeven pounds, I think,” rejoined the 
huſpand.— Yes, continued the wife, but, Madam 
faid it would come home to him, ſo it has, ſure e- 
nough, for he is in jail now himſelf, ſtarving on the 
common-ſide ;z as to Madam Clearey, it makes no 
difference to her, the Doctor never ſtirred out 
while they lived at the great houſe, and they live 
every bit as grand, and keep a mort of company 
in the rules.“ = 15 5 

“ Then,“ ſaid her huſband, © there is the par- 
liament-man's wife, what's her name ?” 

„ Oh, dear! I can't think of her name, but 1 
know whom you. mean, the lady with the great- 
jointure, twelve hundred a year, a woman of qua- 
lity, keeps her routs, and lives like a queen. But 
then, the Colonel, and the little Lord that I faw 
at Madam Clearey's a paying a morning viſit ;- 
dear me, how coſtly they were dreſſed, and keeps 
their footmen and grooms, and all. term time 4 
: 5 its 
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fits about in their carriages to other end of the 
town.” „„ ͤ of 8 

For God's fake ! Good people, what are you 
talking of ?” cried our hero, in the utmoſt amaze- 


ment, „would you perſuade me ſuch people 


o 


live, and ſuch things are done, in the verge of a 
priſon ?”? Shes paar pp ets 4 ep 
lf you would take my advice,“ ſaid Trap, 


© you'll ſee, for *tis certain an Act is to come out 
this ſeſſions, and then old Buckram may whiſtle for 


his money; every. ſyllable I tell you is true, you- 
may depend upon it, our priſons are worlds in mi- 
niature'! To be ſure, there are ſome poor there,” 
but that's Heir own folly, they that pay, and pay 
and part with their valuables to put off the evil 


day, till all's gone, why what can they expect? 


But, people who know better, Lord, they may en- 
joy life tere, as well as any where elſe; there's 
every thing, there's cards and dice, women and 
wine, lud! they're as merry as grigs ; it often makes 
me laugh to-read the fine long ſpeeches in Parlia- 
ment about relieving the poor debtors; when, at 
the ſame time, there is no poverty near them, the 


poverty is only to be found in the heartfelt diſireſ; 


of the tradeſmen who having given credit, till their . 
own is. gone, are entitled only to the common fide,” 


CHAPTER LI. 


| The Hero's Intellef1s again ſuſpected, and a capital 
* Oßpergtion prevented by an officious old Man. 


3 4 ; | 7 1 | 
Tur ſhock which the generous. ſoul of our hero 
ſuſtained at a recital ſo repugnant to every. idea of 
Juſtice and Humanity, would have been, ſufficient. 
to pall his appetite, 4 it been far more keen tha 
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202 JUVENILE IN DIS CRETIONS. 
it was, in the preſent inſtance ; his principles were 
unvitiated notwithſtanding the indiſcretions in which 
he had been engaged, and if he thoughtleſsly be- 
ſpoke clothes, and other articles, without fol- 
lowing Mr. Gab's directions of paying ready mo- 
ney tor them, it was, becauſe not knowing the 
fatal conſequences of diſappointment to tradeſmen, 
in the promiſed payment of their bills, he had ac- 
tually been cozened by Captain Gab, out of the 
money he received from Mr. Gab for the purpoſe- 
of paying his debts, | 2915 
But, when once his integrity was alarmed, 
when from Trap's animated account he found how. 
much he had himſelf contributed te the delineation. 
of both the characters he had ſo ably drawn, the 
delicacy of his principles was alarmed, and the tri- 
fling ſupper he had ordered, was in his then opini- 
on, an innovation on the rigid law of juſtice; ho- 
could he bear to indulge himſelf in ſuperfluous gra- 
tifications, when, perhaps, the poor taylor who | 
_ truſted him, might be rapidly advancing to the 
common fide of a.priſon ; and when the ſum then ] 
in his poſſeſſion was the de poſit of friendſhip and 
generoſity, the hard earnings of bravery and va- a 
lour, from a man, who though he had fought- 
a good fight, and was covered with wounds, as 
well as honour, two things that do not always go. 
together, was far from being in affluent circum- 
ftances ; during the time he was thus moralizing- 
on what he had hitherto thought very. little of, the. 1 
enormity of contracting debts, without a certainty. 1 
of being able to pay them, Ms. Frap had laid a ö 
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clean cloth on the table, and having began to fry a 
freſh cargo of ſauſages, aſked her huſband whether 
the gem' man would chooſe a glaſs of wine er 
3 aſter ſupper, which queſtion wasanfwered | 
y Mr. Trap with a fide wink, and a defire that F 
e gem man mought not be hunriek © 1 
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Mrs. Trap thought it was proper ſhe ſhould know 
what the gem'man would chooſe to drink, not that 
ſhe was in any hurry, but ſhe would get it ready, 
while the gem'man was roominating. 
Depreſſed by his own unpleaſing reflections, his 
head-ach growing intolerable, and extremely in- 
diſpoſed ; he could neither eat, nor drink, but re- 
tired ſupperleſs to the ſame bed, which he had be- 
fore occupied. „„ 
Mr. Trap's manſion, it is true, was not much 


calculated to lull the ſenſes of the involuntary - 


ueſts, who from time to time made him their re- 
e viſits. 5 VV 

Sleep, notwithſtanding Dellmore's fatigue of 
mind and body, did not viſit his pillow; he con- 


tinued very unwell, the diſorder in his head was at- 
tended with an acute pain in his back and limbs 


he grew very thirſty, and before morning, had 
every ſymptom of a violent fever. | 


This indeed was a dreadful night to our hero, 
the anxiety of his mind was no leſs grievous than 
the pains of his body; he bitterly reproached him- 


ſclf tor having by his thoughtleſs folly, while at 
Mr. Gab's, added to the number of the diſſipated, 


on one hand, and the diſtreſſed on the other, 
Which Trap had fo unfeclingly deſcribed; he re- 


ſolved no longer to be the dupe of his own pride 
and inexperience; Mr. Franklin was rich, and ri- 


ches were, in his hands, a general benefit to man- 
kind, the poor never ſolicited him in vain, and ſo 


far was that good man from rejecting the applica- 
tions of the indigent, that his chief happineſs was 
centered. in the relief afforded them, nor was he 
ever ſo entirely pleafed, as when by his means 
the tears. of anguiih ceaſed to flow... © 1 


Mr. Cadogan had aſſured him he could be re- 


ceived by Mr Franklin with open arms, and be 


teſolved to apply to him as foon as day ap- 
1 ns peared, 
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peared, and make an ample confeſſion of all his 
errors. 

The di order of his heed: was however; ſo great, 
and the pains about him increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that he was glad to give way to a drowſineſs which 
ſeized him in the morning, and from which, 
(though it could hardly be called ſleep) he did not 
awake till noon, and then ſtill extremely indiſpoſ- 
ed, inſomuch, that it was with great difficulty he 
could be gotten up, to have his bed made, ard 
having drank a baſon of tea, he was obliged to NE 
down. again immediately. 

Finding himſelf grow much worſe, every mo- 
ment, he ſcrawled a note to Mr. Burgeſs, direct- 
ing it to be ſent to Clapham, and then fell into a- 
doze, but was ſoon diſturbed: by Mr. Trap, with 
the agrecable intimation, that detainers were lodg- 
ed againſt him to the amount of ninety pounds. 
Henry had no doubt of being enabled to pay the 
whole of his'debts, as ſoon as Mr Franklin was in- 
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Jlitle alarmed at this intelligence, and Trap- 
knowing he had money enough to pay for civility, 


for nothing.. 

Late in the evening the meſſenger returned ban 
Mr. Burgeſs's, very much in liquor, with ſuch an 
account, as his inebriety only could excuſe; he 
ſaid, Mr. Burgeſs was out, and his lady would not 
open the note. 


ardered another meſſenger to be procured by the 
next morning, and then wrote on the out ſide of the 
note to Mr. or Mrs. Burgeſs. 


bis conſtitution, and Henry moſt ardently, but vain- 
Go, who to procure the attendance of ſome per- 
who he knew; he ſelt his diſorder was not 


TG 


formed of his ſituation; he was, therefore, very 


ordered his wiſe to take care the gem*man wanted: 


Henry very peeviſhly, and ſtill more indiſpoſed, 


A violent fever was now encreafing very faſt on ? 


to. 


4 ˙²˙ A w w vu. RUG 


A 


JUVENILE IND IS $CRETIONS. 205 
to be triffed with, and requeſted. medica aſliſtance. - 


might be ſent for. 


An apothecary, as they were pleaſed to dub him, 
was introduced by Mr. Trap, but his appearance 


was not at all calculated to inſpire our hero with eon- 
fidence in his (kill; and his manners, ſo oppoſite 
to what learning and education generally enforces, 


he looked at him with diſguſt, and, anſwered his 


enquiries with contempt. 


The doctor, as Mrs. Frap, was -pleaſed to call : 
him, was dreſſed in a-ragged brown coat, and an 


old blue ſatin waiſtcoat, black. ſtockings 85 ſewed 
rather than darned, with worſted of A different c 
lour, an old grizzle wig and very dirty linen, 


faſt. 


Aſter the firſt queſtions, and an unprofeſſional, : 
manner of feeling the pulſe, his care of the patient 
was wholly loſt, in a prodigious | and. fawning reſ- 


pet to Mrs. Trap, who very kindly aſked him to 


drink a glaſs of ſom'at, deſired he would name his 


liquor, and handed him what he choſe to. drink, 
which was humble gin | 

Henry, diſguſted as he was with the doQor, was, 
yet in ſuch intolerable pain, that after liſtening, 


with great impatience, to an unintereſting detail 
of the ſcandal of the court, where he found this 


practitioner of phyfic reſided, he aſked whether 
any thing could be done to relieve him. 

6% To be ſure,” the doctor ſaid, ** he 3 
ſend him ſome draught, he would bleed, and bliſter, 
him, and that he was ſure would ſet him up a- 
gun z” fortunately his lancets were at home, and, 

e ſaid, he would defer that part of the operation 
till evening; but before then Henry was light-, 


| headed, and ſo exceedingly ungovernable, that the 


jadicious apothecary. ſwore, be way mad. 
1 * A fright 


© * 
* 


he took a great quantity of ſnuff and talked very 
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A 1 waiſtcoat was immediately procured, . 


and the threatened. phlebotomy juſt going to beput 


in execution, when, a venerable figure, who was 


ſo.unhappy as to have been brought into Mr. Tp 


7 
a 8 

territories, half an hour before, begged leave to be 

preſent at the operation. | EE, 


On his entering the room, where Henry was, a 
fight perfectly new to him preſented itſelf; on the 


bed, bound down, hy a fine youth, "to 3 


ſoned face and fiery eye, betokened a diſorder more 
dangerous than Any os brain; on one ſide, 
rown pan, her maid- was 


Mrs. Trap held a large 


en her face behind her miſtreſs's chair, and 
Trap's 


follower in readineſs to hold the patients 


7 


arm by force. 
The apothecary was ftripped, hi 


s ragged coat 
releaſed from the drudgery of concealing a more 


ragged ſhirt, lay on the floor, a greaſy night cap 


taken place of his old grizzled wig, and Hen- 
ry*s pockets being far from empty, the room and 


every perſon in it-ſmelt moſt-delightſully of 


Britiſh compounds. 


Give me leave to examine your patient, fir ;” - 
ſaid the intruder, apmacing to the bed, when hav- 


ing felt his pulſe, **-good 
„hat are, you going to do?“ | 
* Bleed a madman ;” was the anſwer. 


the life of your fellow creatures in your: power? 


Trap) do not fuffer the poor young man to undei- 
go the operation, his diſorder is a putrid fever, 


4 « 


bleeding will be inſtant death to him.“ 


* ” " 5 . 


Mrs. Trap threw down the pan, and running 


* 


* A madman, friend, by what accident came 


Madam, as you value your own ſafety, (to Mrs. 


out of the room, a putrid fever,“ repeated ſhe, 


* oh, I ſhall catch it, and lard have mercy. on me, 


I ſhall die!” 


The ſervant pirl immediately ; advanced, «x 


thought,” ſaid ſhe, you was madderer than 


Aa v2 ag me. 
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the gentleman, poor dear ſoul, he burns like 
fire.” | 
. Britiſh compounds, ignorance, and 2. luſt after - 
Henry's gold, were too potent to admit of ſo eaſy. 
a conqueſt, and the ſituation of the doctor being 
equally as eonvenient for boxing, as bleeding, he 
maintained, that the patient was mad; that he 
would bleed him, through all oppoſition, and, that 
any man who attempted to interrupt the operati- .. 
on, ſhould fight him; putting himſelf in a peſture 
of defence as he poke. 
The old gentleman was too conſtious. of his . 1 
ſkill, too attentive to the poor object before him, 
and too humane to ſuffer himſelf. to- be overruled, 
when the life of a fellow creature was at ſtake; 
and the maid, who was. a. roſy” country. wench, 
ſiding with him, the man followed her example; 
with this reinforcement, by. mere power of {trength, _ 
all arguments being ineffectuaf he turned the 
quondam doctor out of the room. | 


Tbe old: gentleman, and his auxiliaries, then 
proceeded to buſineſs; they unbound the ſick man, 
and the gentleman who was an apothecary of mor 
ſkill, than eminence; and more true worth, than 
fortune; wrote a preferplions and fent it for. me- 
dicines to a neighbouring chymiſt's; he then in- 
ſiſted on a nurſe being engaged, declaring, that it 
was at preſent but too probable the young man 
was ut in his laſt temporal priſon. 2h 

When Henry's meſſage was ſent from Trap's to. 
Mr. Burgeſs, that wary man had conſidered, that 
as Mr. Dellmore had plenty of money, there could 
be no reaſon for him to be hurried, it mattered. 
not whether his friends came to him immediately 
or not, it was, indeed, better he ſhould take time 
for reflection; theſe: ſentiments. were underſtood 
by the meſſenger, who received the half crown for 

OO” a journey 
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a journey he had never taken, without a ſingle: 
qualm of, conſcience. 

The meffenger, who was ſent the ſecond day 
to Clapham, 'had actually found neither Mr. or 
Mrs. Burgefs' 
ſaig, better, had returned with the note. 


The third day, Henry growing till worſe, he 


had no longer a fenſe of his ſituation. 
When all was done, that could be of efficacy in 
his diſorder, by the good Mr. Oldham, he enquir- 


ed if Trap's people knew the Kenne aße of, the. 


young F 
Trap anſwered, he believed he had FROOY be 


longing to him worth ſeeking after, for that he 


was but a ſhabroon ſort of. a gem'man; a bite he 
believed; he had twice arreſted him, and each 


time under different names, and between you and 
me, added the communicative officer, he was now 


going to: priſon, in order to cheat his creditors. 


am extremely ſorry: to hear it,“ anſwered.” 


Oldham, e but it does not follow that humanity 


ſhould not feel, even for the moſt abandoned of the. 
human ſpecies; if this poor young man's Rn 


ples are ſo depraved, as you repreſent them, it 


will be the greater charity to prolong his Exiſtence, 5 


that he may have time for repentance, | 

„ Repentance ;”: repeated Trap, * Lord love 
vou, he has plenty of money.” 

The converſation was here interne by be. 
entrance of two gentlemen, and an attorney, who, 
greatly to the diſappointment of Mr. Trap, after- 
he offered his advice unafked, came to bail the: . | 
good Samaritan. Mr. Oldham would notd epart 

till he had obtained directions to Henry's ereditor, 


and left particular orders with reſpect to his treat- | 
ment, and further engaged his "Try? attend⸗ | 
ance. 5 1 


4 * , 
1 3 5 
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at home, and not knowing, as he | 
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Mr. Oldham, was in every endearing ſenſe, the 
father of a large family; a dutiful and affeQtionate 
daughter, with her numerous offspring, were all 
impatiently waiting the moment that would reſtore 
to them, the beſt of friends, the tendereſt of pa- 
rents; and his own heart beat quick, in the fond 
expectation of being received by them with tran- 
ſports of joy; but nevertheleſs, inftead of going 
immediately home from Trap's, the charity of his. 
mind led, and he chearfully followed its dictates, 
to Buckram's, in hopes to ſoften him, on behalf of 
the ſick ſtranger. | 


- 


The taylor, though warm in the poſſeſſion of an 
independency, the produce of his labour, and of- 
tentatious of his riches, was not an ill-natured man, 
he was ſurpriſed and ſhocked at Mr, Oldham's ac- 
count, E | | 
«© Far be it, from Joe Buckram,“ ſaid he, ta 
parſecute any man, thank God! I don't want the 
money, and if the man can't pay, Why he can't, 
that's alf; going to law with a beggar, is what TI 
call ſaving of ſhreds and waſtings of remnants; not 
but what I think ' Marchant Gab, of te for to pay 
me;” this hint led to the intelligence Mr. Oldham. 
Wanted, and by Buckram's direction, he went ta 
Dew To EEE He 
It being now near ſeven o'clock in the evening, 
an hour when viſitors were expected by polite peo- 
ple, he was admitted into Mrs. Gab's drawing 
room, where were aſſembled the gentleman br, 
lady of the manſion; Lord and Lady Creſpigny, 
late Miſs Leverage, and Miſs Sophia Gab. 
Mr. Oldham apologized for the liberty he was 
taking, but truſted his motive, which was ſimply. 
that of charity, would be his excuſe. _ 2 
Mrs. Gab from this unfavourable introduction of 
his buſineſs, notwithſtanding Oldham's gentleman- 
like appearance, immediately ſet him down for one 


of 
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of thoſe bold beggars who force their way into the 
8 of people, whoſe benevolence they ſolicit; 

ut a liberty of that kind was ſeldom ſuffered on 
Dowgate-hill, and as it feldom ſucceeded to the 
with of the untortunate, ſhe took on her the. office. 
of ſpokeſwoman to the intiuder. 

As to charity and all that ſort of things, truly, 
ſhe did not know what the feller meant, people 
were obliged to be charitable in ſpite of their 
teeth, did'nt they pay poor's rates enough, indeed 
the would give him n | 


Lord Creſpigny judiciouſiy obſerved, thoſe were 
not proper objects of charity, ho, notwithſtand- 
ing their affected diſtreſs, could appear ſo well. 

Lady Creſpigny hated gentlemen beggars; and 
Mr. Gab ringing the bell, afked if that were really 
all his buſineſs; the genile Sophia advanced, and 


of * 
* 


his white hair, twinkled off a tear as ſhe returned 
tot her ſeat. V 
Mr. Oldham's aſtoniſhment kept him ſilent, till 
the ſervant entered, aud he was repeatedly ordered 
to be ſhewn to the door, X 
The apothecary had Prices he had alſo a great 
ſhare of underſtanding, he ironically begged pardon 
for the ambiguity of his apology, which he owned 
muſt be great, ſince it could occaſion ſuch a miſ- 
take; bowing, he aſſured Mrs. Gab, he ſhould. 
not have taken the liberty of aſking from her a fa - 
vour, he was ſure could not be granted, and as to 
Lord Creſpigney and his lady, he would, he ſaid, 
have paid them the higheſt reſpect, if when they 
had deſcribed thoſe objects of dee 
fo much, they had alſo been ſo good 


as to inform 
Miss Sophia, and then frankly opened his huſineſa 


* 


told him her mama wiſned him gone, while ſne 
flid a guinea into his hand, and caſting her eye on 


they diſliked 


Jum of thoſe they relieved 3 he ſilently bowed. to 
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to Mr, Gab, and after deſcribing Dellmore's ſitua- 
tion, begged to know if he had any relations. 
„ Dellmore,” ſaid Lady Creſpigny, whoſe nup- 
tials and the preceding preparations for that impor- 
tant event, had ſo wholly engroſſed her attention, 
that Mrs. Gab, who was not over fond of the ſub- 
ject, had not informed her ot the deception of her 
man of faſhion, What Henry Dellmote?“ 
2 His name is Henry, Madam,” anſwered Old- 
© He is not in England,” ſaid Mr. Gab. 
He is at the ſpunging-houſe in Court,“ 
anſwered Oldham. | | 
«© No matter where he is,” ſaid Mrs. Gab in a 
rage, he is a villain.” £2 | 
He is dying,“ replied Oldham, | 
& So much the better, Panſwered Madam. 
He is a very fooliſh idle young fellow,” faid 
Mr. Gab, he kept a woman, and was very ex- 
travagant while he was here.” 2 
Don't name him,” interrupted Mrs, Gab, © I 
would have him taken up for a vagabond.” _ 
* Oh!” ſaid Lady Creſpigny, * 1 affate you, if 
old Franklin knew he wanted any. thing, he would 
ſpon beſupplied ; he will certainly be heir to that 
old fool. = 3 
And where is Mr. Franklin to be found, Ma- 
dem?? „ 
At the Spa, Sir.“ 5 
What the German Spa?“ 
=o 88 Yes.” | | I 
| © That is really tos far off, Madam.” ſaid Old- 
ham, riſing to take his leave. | 
I will ſee you down, Sir,” ſaid Gab, accome 
panying bim to the door. . 
Mr. Oldham returned: to Trap's, and again, 
very much againſt the opinion of that perſonage 
and his lady, took. an account of what valuables 
8 Were 
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were yet about the delirious patient; his money 
was conſiderably leſſened, the ſpurs were gone 
from his boots, and had it not been for this prudent 
ſtep, in all likehhood a few. hours would have left. 
Him without any kind-of ſupport. V 
The fever continued raging and increaſipg with: 
great rapidity. Mrs. Trap, terrified at a diſorder ſhe+ 
dreaded, tired every body round herwith her anx- 
lety to have him removed, and having at laſt con- 
vinced her huſband, who bore her.. apprehenſions - 
for her own ſafety, with great philoſophy, that, it 
would hurt his houſe to have a perſon die there in 
a, putrid fever, ke went. to Bucktam's, and through 
Fim prevailed on the other eteditors to withdraw 


would remit. his fees to have him removed; frqm . 
thence he went to the apothecary's, in order to con- 
ſult him on what ſteps he thought moſt expedient. 
to be taken, to procure the,patient's admittance in- 


home, and therefore returned to—Court. 
The. diſorder. of Henry's intellects, with the 


* . 
* * 


had ſaved all trouble on that head. 
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the nurſe would. have been a phenomenon indeed, 
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taking of Mrs. Trap's offered kindneſs, and her 
charge lying quiet in a ſeeming doſe, ſhe deſcend- 

ed from his. chamber to the kitchen, for the plea- 
Tures of a ſocial pinch of ſnuff, a little chat, and 

a glaſs of comfort. ES. | 

Poor Mrs. Trap was in ſuch grievous apprehen- 

ſions of the ſever, ſhe could not avoid having a con- 

fant recourſe to the moſt probable means of render- 

ing that diſorder fatal, if ſhe caught it; one glaſs. 
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their actions, promiſing, that he out of charity . 


to an hoſpital, he did not find t hat gentleman at 


fears of his wife and the careleſſneſs of the nurſe, 


Mrs. Trap, I have hinted, bad no diſlike to the 
conſolation to be derive from a glaſs of right coniac, 


in her profeſſion, had ſhe been averſe to the par- 


ſucceeded another, and when her huſband returned, 
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he found his wiſe and the nurſe inſenſible; the 


maid was in a back kitchen in private converſation 
with his follower, and the priſoner liberated, with - 


out. bail or maigprize. | 
In fine, Henry had got up, dreſſed himſelf, 
and walked, out of the houſe without being per- 


5 ceived. 


Aſtoniſhed at this event, Trap began to conſi- 


der, as he always did, on every occaſion, what 


part of the matter would turn. moſt to his intereſt, 
for as to the ſituation of the poor delirious wretch, 
who in the frenzy of his illneſs had left the hole, 
that was no part of kis conſideration. 
That he: belonged to ſomebody, was poſſible, 


notwithſtanding the diſadvangeous light in which 


his character ſtood, from the change of his name; 
and he was thinking, whether he ſhould, or ſhould 
not ſend to Mr. Burgeſs, when his antention was en- 
gaged, and his reſolution fixed, by the ſight of a 


ſmall red pocket-book, which belonged to our hero, 


and which had, by lying under a table, eſcaped 
Mr Oldham's inventory, it contained a bank note 
for ten pounds, being the remainder of the change 


ot a draft ſent him on Captain Manly's account 
from his agent, on Drummond's bank, which he re- 


ceived before he went 10-the play; very contented- 
ly therefore Mr. I'rap recommended our hero to 
Providence, burnt the book, and pocketed the note. 

The next morning, when Mr. Oldham viſited 
Trap's, his indignation at the negligence of the 


woman who was called nurſe, his grief at the ſitu- 


ation of the poor wanderer, and the uncertainty of 


what might be his fate, deprived him of ſpeech; 
he was followed by a phyſieian of eminence, whoſe . 


humane feelings were likewiſe extremely intereſted. 


on the occaſion ; while they were conſulting on 


the ſteps proper to be taken in the cauſe of Charity 


and Benevolence, the nurſe, affronted at the free- 


dom 
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dom of Mr. Oldham's rebukes, was clamorous to 
be diſcharged, and Trap knowing Henry's _— 
which had been taken out of his pocket, and ſeal- 
ed by Mr. Oldham, was more than ſufficient to 
anſwer all his demands, was alſo urgent to be paid 


His bill; having, as he faid, a great deal of buf- 


neſs to do, which would not ' brook delay, one fo 
Ittary guinea was all that was left, after the feve- 
ral rapacious claimants were ſatisfied; and that, 
Trap did not chooſe. ſhould entirely efcape him; 


he recolle&ed: his friend, whofe attendance had 


been called in, although he ſaid Doctor Spilnan's 


opinion, did a little vary from that of Doctor Ofd« 


ham's, yet as doctors would differ, that was no 
argumentation why the eee not de 
paid; and therefore he thought, as how the mo- 
1 as well be left for him. 

Mr. Oſdham's circumftances could not be thought 
to be in a very flouriſhing ſtate, by the accident 


that introduced him to our acquaintance, but he 


Had a foal not allied to poverty, it breathed the no- 
bleſt ſentiments of philanthropy; it taught him 
to relieve as well as feel, the diſtreſſes of his fellow 


creatures; it had made him all his life ſo entirely 


tegardleſs of ſelf-preſervation, that now in his fev-· 


entieth year, he was obliged to labour in worſted 


ſtockings through thoſe ſkreets, where roll'd the 
gilded carriages of many of the leſs fkilful, and leſs 
Worthy ſons of Æſculapius; n bill for medicines, 
attendance, &c. was not thought of by himſelf, it 
was therefore the leſs likely it ſhould be remember- 
ed by Trap, who received the laft guinea for his 
' friend Spilman, with the moſt perfect indifference, 
proteſting he had himſelf loſt a great deal of mo- 
ney by the diſagteeable event: | 6 wich 
The phyfician's ſoul happened to be nearly rela- 


ted to the benevolent one of the apothecary, they 
agreed to advertiſe the poor fugitive, and what the 
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poverty of Oldham could not effect, Doctor Lit- 
tleton undertook ; he fent an advertifement to the 
Daily Advertiſer, and offered a handſome reward 
for any intelligence concerning the inſenſibſe runa- 


way, and promiſed to ſupport him, if found, till he 


was in a ſituation to provide for himſelf, or till a 
proviſion was no longer neceſſary; as they were 
quitting the apartment, the Doctor happened to 
caſt his eye on the note, which} ſhould have been 
ſent ts Mr. Burgeſs's, the direction ſurpriſed Doc- 
tor Littleton, who was himſelf a quaker, and was 
as well acquainted with the integrity, and innate 
worth: of Mr. and Mrs. Burgeſs, as the world was 
of their wealth; this diſcovery increaſed his anxiety 
for the perſon he was called to viſit 5; he immedi- 
ately ordered his carriage to Chpham, where he 
very frequemly viſited Mr. Burgeſs, whoſe own 
health was in a very precarious way, the note which 
he delivered to Mr. Burgeſs was as follows: 


Dear Sir, 


THE young man ſo highly favoured on his ap- 


plication to you, on account of Miſs Elton, and 


who being no longer under a neceſſity of conceals 
ing his name, begs leave to convey to you that of 
Henry Dellmore ; he requeſts, if his dear friend and 
benefactor, Mr. Franklin, yet retains his partial 
fentiments of him, it may inffnence you to ſufpend 
all unfavourable ideas, from the circumſtances un- 
der which he now addreffes-you; till he can at once 
confeſs his follies, and relate ſome incidents he pre- 
fornes will palliate them, which he truſts, the goods 


_ neſs of your own heart will induce you to give him 


an opportunity of doing, in caſe Mr. Frankfin 
ſhould not be in town; but if he is, he intreats 
you will give the bearer direQions where to find 


* 
* 
Mr. 
7 
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Mr. Burgeſs was pleaſed, and his wife was in 


tranſports, once more to hear of her favourite ; 


Mr. Franklin had always lived with thoſe good 


people on terms of the ſtrideſt amity and con- 
fidence; he had revealed to them what he was 


aſhamed to think on himſelt; his ſiſter's conduct 


both aſtoniſhed and grieved Mrs. Burgeſs ; the pu- 
rity of Aer ideas could attribute ſuch a change in a 


woman-ſo-wiſe, and learned, to no other cauſe than 
ſorcery.; the could ſcarce be perſuaded it was o- 
therwiſe poſſible. 1 
With Miſs Franklin's hiſtory was naturally blend- 
ed that of Henry Dellmore, and ſhe was prepared 
to eſteem ſo great a favourite of a man, whoſe 
worth ſhe ſo well knew; when therefore he came 


out to be the-very-perſon ſhe had felt ſo much at- 


tached to, without power either to conquer her par- 


tiality, or explain the cauſe that inſpired it, her ſa- 


tisfaction was extreme, and was expreſſed with the 


utmoſt warmth; but a diſmal part of the ſtory yet 
remained untold; the favoured object was loſt, he 
was, perhaps, and too 1tkely, no more. Tears and 


hyſterics tollowed Doctor Littleton's relation, on 
the part of Mrs. Burgeſs, and an inſtant reſo- 
lution on that of her huſband, to ſet off directly to 


town and join his refearch with the Doctor's 10 - fe- 
cover, him; once before, ſaid the good man, ac- 
eident threw him in my way; if we meet again we 
will not ſo eaſily part. | | 

All enquiry, however, was ineffeQtual, and Mrs. 
Burgeſs, who from a variety of circumſtances: be- 
came more and more intereſted in his fate, gave 


herſelf up to ſuch grief and deſpair, that her life 


was, in a few days, in the utmoſt danger, ſhe 


„Had that: within ber, that paſſeth ſhew,” 


* 
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Mr. Burgeſs ſent an expreſs to the' Spa, where 
Mr. Franklin was really gone, and they waited his 
return with the utmoſt anxiety, though hopeleſs 
now of ever more recovering the object of their en- 
quiries; on the hour Mr. Franklin received Mr. 


Burgeſs's letter, he ſet off for England, and arrived 


at Clapham, accompanied by} his ward, not Lady 
Reſtive, but the lovely Clara Elton, till a ſpinſter, 
and full as much intereſted in the recovery of Hen- 
ry Dellmore as any of her acquaintance, not except- 
ing Mrs. Burgeſs herſelf. _ MM he 


CHAPTER LI. 
Another capital Operation prevented by a filly l ä 


an. 5 


425 


G LARA Elton, the reader is but ſlightly ac- 
quainted with; we return to her at a grievous pe- 
riod of her hiſtory ; her fate ſhould excite the tear 
of ſenſibility, and (as it is not fiction) ſpeak to the 
hearts of thoſe parents and guardians, who from 
choice or convenience, conſign the improvement of 
the minds and morals of their children to women, 
whoſe only recommendation is, that they have 


happened to fix on a pleaſant ſpot, where they 


keep a boarding ſchool. | Fen LOH 

Miſs Elton, with a ſtrong ſhare of ſenſibility, had 
a fine natural underſtanding ; left at ſo early a pe- 
riod in life, heireſs to a large fortune, unallied, and 
. very. unfortunately placed by her father, merely on 
an economical principle, with one of the laſt wo- 


men on earth to whom ſuch a truſt ſhould be con- 


fided, it was no wonder the art of Mrs: Napper, 


and her daughter, was ſo ſucceſsful as to unte to 
their family and intereſt, the affecionate heart, 
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Poſtor; he was very angry with his daughter for 
N N mäentioning 
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that, when it loſt its parents, panted for a reſting 
place. „ . 
Clara was formed of the moſt harmonized ma- 
terials; her heart melted at diſtreſs; it voluntarily 
ſurrendered itſelf to kindneſs; and gratitude was, 


with her, one of the firſt duties of humanity.—Her 


face was oval, and her mild blue eyes were the he- 


ralds of her amiable diſpoſition, which was gentle- 
neſs itſelf: her features were regularly pleaſing ; 

her complexion was remarkably clear, and her form 
was an aſſemblage of elegance, grace, and eaſe.— 


Her wit at once ſparkling and rational, was of the 
unobtruſive kind. You might ſee Clara Elton an 
hundred times, without diſcovering any thing in 
her underſtanding ſuperior to the common run of 
females.—Her voice was meiodious and faſcinat- 
ing, ſhe was early taught humility. The diſtreffed 


circumſtances of her father had awed her ſpirits, 
ſo that it influenced her happy proſpects, and ſhe 


wanted that confidence in herſelf, that fenſe of her 
own dignity, which would have protected her from 
the artifices of the deſigners, in whoſe hands ſhe 
unhappily was left. | 


Henry Dellmore, who was placed by accident at 
a ſchool in the ſame village, diſtinguiſhed Clara 
Elton, when her little heart beat with tranſport at 
his preference; her plain frock and unadorned 


head-dreſs, could not conceal from him, that ſhe 


was the ſweeteſt girl in the ſchool ; his attention 


and politeneſs, his little preſents, his choice at the 


balls, were all for Clara.—-Gratitude and affection 


were the innocent returns of her heart to his early 


partiality, and the ſudden change in her fortune 
came very much clouded to her knowledge, when 


ſhe found Henry Dellmore was to be the ſufferer. 


Mr. Elton's rage at the fraud put on the family, 


admitted not of compaſſion for the innocent im- 
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mentioning him as an object of charity, nor would 
he hear from her a word of his good qualities ; but 
they were, nevertheleſs, in no danger of being for- 


gotten ; the innocent Clara treaſured them in her 
heart, and firmly reſolved, whenever it ſhould be in 


her power, to reward them, TS 
Theſe ſentiments grew up with her; and it was 


not Mrs. Napper's cue to teach her ſaving know- 


ledge, the difference in their circumſtances was 
never hinted at by any of her family; they were 
unanimous in the opinion, that it was their intereſt 
to pay their court to Clara, through every indul- 
gence to her humour. As ſhe approached maturi- 


ty, and became more acquainted with her own 
ſentiments, conſcious of the purity of her attachment 


ſhe formed no deſign of concealing it, but went to 
Eſher with full hopes, that the partiality, on Hen- 
ry's ſide, was at leaſt equal. 


The diſappointment ſhe met in his engagement 


with Lavinia, greatly affected her, and a concur- 
rence of circumſtances convinced her, Henry's ho- 


nour was pledged to Lavinia; ſhe, therefore, con- 


ceived it criminal, any longer to attach herſelf to 
him. Maſs Franklin was a woman ſhe could re- 
ſpect, but not love. Mr. Franklin, though he 


was an indulgent guardian, and a worthy man, 


could not be the object of her tenderneſs —ſo that, 
without any other tie or connection, her affection- 
ate diſpoſition naturally, led her to unite her love to 
thoſe who appeared fo fondly to value her ; ſhe 


inſenſibly conſidered their intereſt her own, and 


had Mrs. Napper's neceſſities and rapacity ſuffered 
her to wait till ſhe was of age, ſhe and her family 
would have ſhared ther fortune, 12 


Sir James Reſtive was informed of the poor 
victim, by a Jew, with whom both himſelf and 


Mrs. Napper had dealings; with her connivance, 


he contrived an interview, and it being a matter 
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on which depended the mutual intereſt of both 
parties, it was conſequently foon ſettled. Sir 
James was, by accident, ſo polite as to offer Miſs 
Elton his box, on a very full night at Vauxhall 
Gardens, and was ſo ſtruck with her beauty, that 
he entreated to wait on her at Eaſt-Sheen.— Clara 
was ſilent, but Mrs. Napper's permiſſion could 
not be refuſed to ſo polite a gentleman. 


From this period, Sir James was dying for love | 


of Miſs Elton; he knelt—wrote—ſwore—and ſigh- 


ed — no effect had it on Clara, ſhe would never 


marry, that ſhe was reſolved. 

But Clara Elton's reſolutions were too weak. to 
withſtand Mrs. Napper's impriſonment, and Jemima's 
tears ; at the very time when the ſight of Lavinia, 


hanging on the boſom of Dellmore, was freſh in 


her view, .ſhe could have ftoutly reſiſted the love 
of the Knight; but kat recollection, aided by the 
| ſight of two bailiffs, who were dragging her dear 
governeſs to priſon, conquered her.—Henry was, 


if not married, not only engaged by every tie of 


love and honour, but he was, according to the ac- 
count ſhe received from others as well as from ocu- 
lar demonſtration, loſt to virtue and morality ; 
her heart upbraided her for a fondneſs that was 
an infringement on the right of another; and het 
pride revolted from the idea of withing to blend 


her image with the companions ſhe had ſeen in 


the memory of a libertine; yet the reſolution to 
give up her firſt and only fond impreſſion, over- 
whelmed her with ſorrow; tears guſhed in tor- 
rents from her eyes, and at that moment the diſ- 
treſs of Mrs. Napper, (who was again arreſted) 


the proteſtation of diſintereſted love from the Ba- 


ronet, the grief of Miſs Napper, and the anguiſh of 


Jemima, aſſailed her; and the gentleneſs of her 
diſpoſition, being thus worked upon by her-own _ 


en and the art bY: others, ſhe gave a ow, 
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flow conſent, and the chaiſe, and four, which was 
in waiting, ready for ' the fatal conqueſt of deſign 
and treachery, even ingenuity and candour, had 
carried her, and her young friend, attended by the 
entaptured Sir James, from Eaſt Sheen, before 
Clara had time to'recolie& the importance of the 
ſtep ſhe had ſo precipitately taken; and, when re- 
flection overtook her, it was too late to retract. 

I have now told my readers the motives that pre- 
vailed on 'the young and thoughtleſs heireſs, to 
«lope with Sir James Reftive, who, with his golden 
prize, and her companion Jemima Napper, reach- 
ed Berwick without any accident. Mliſs Elton's 


F heart miſgave her during the Whole Journey Ly 


was ſelf-condemned, and wanted the animation of 


paſſion to gloſs over the indelicacy of the act ſhe 


was now guilty of, as well as her ingratitude to a 
guardian, who, The well knew, would not withhold 
his conſent to any meaſure in whichi her honour or 
happineſs was concerned. 


nerves, and, together with the long and rapid jour- 
ney, and unavailing regrets, ſo diſordered her, 
that, before they croſſed the Tweed ſne was inca- 
pable of proceeding on the matrimonial expedi- 
TI ge „ We 
This untoward accident almoſt deprived her 
lover of his ſenſes ; and Jemima, with leſs tender- 


neſs for her friend than ſolicitude for Sir James, la- 


mented. inceſſantly the delay. 


Still more repugnant to compleat the purpoſe of 
her journey, Clara was miſerable in the impoſſibi- 


e 0990 on ns 6 | 
The diſtance between her and Eaſt Sheen, now 
leſſened the diſtreſs of Mrs. Napper's ſituation; and 


Reaſon bid her recollect, the imprudenee of that 


woman, to which her embarraſſments were owing; 
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it alſo reminded her, how near the was to coming 
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of age, and the eaſe to herſelf, with which ſhe 
could render the family, to whom ſhe was ſo par- 
tially happy, without binding herſelf for ever to a 
man for whom ſhe had no predilection but from 
vanity, FE | . | 
hut inconſiderate as this ſtep had proved her, 
Clara did not want underſtanding to diſtinguiſh, the 
ridiculous figure ſhe ſhould cut, in the cenſure ſhe 
would incur, by changing her mind; no one gloom 
of pleaſure now offered to her view, that could 
compenſate for the ſacrifice ſhe was about to make, 
yet on ſhe muſt go. 5 1 


The pain of thoſe reflections was too potent for. 


the power of medicine, and their anguiſh was en- 
creaſed by the conduct of Jemima, Who was ſo 
out of temper at the delay, and ſo ſtrenuous an ad- 
mirer of all Sir James Reſtive ſaid or did, and, ſo 
warm an advocate for him, that the uſual openneſs 
with which Miſs Elton had always hitherto commu- 
nicated her ſentiments to her young companion, 
was entirely repreſſed ; and ſhe became a prey to 
the moſt uneaſy ſenſations. 
Conſcious, however, that there was no retreat 
with honour, ſhe at length reſolved to exert her- 
| ſelf to overcome prejudices that ſhould have had 
weight before. Ill therefore, as ſhe continued, 
while e e on the ſecond morning for her 
journey, Sir James was rapturouſly hurrying the 
horſes, and Jemima warbling an Italian air, when a 
noiſe in the yard of the inn alarmed them; Jemima 
ran to the window, and full only of the accompliſh 
ment of her own ſcheme, ſcreamed out, 
& O Clara, we are undone |—Sir James is taken 
up, I am ſure he is, that black ugly Chancellor has 
certainly ſent after him; ſee they are carrying him 
away, and O Lord! I ſhall be proſecuted as an ac- 
ceſſary' ? 1 „ 
An acceſſary to what?” cried Clara, greatly 
agitated. 8 Stealing 
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„Stealing an heireſs, my dear, ſtealing an 
heireſs ; pray, dear Clara, protect me !” A rap at the 
door added to her fears—Clara, though hardly able 
to move, opened it. 8 | = Fs 

A venerable white headed old man entered; the 
traces of grief were on his countenance, and a 
flood of tears, which he endeavoured' to hide, ran 
down his furrowed Cheeks.—** Ladies, your ſer- 
vant—l am grieved, indeed | am, at the intruſion 


my misfortune obliges me to be guilty: of, and at 
he.diſappointment I occaſion ; but you have per- 


parents, though you are ſo eagerly running 


from them; if you have not, you will one day 
= know a parent's feelings.“ 


„Lord,“ interrupted Jemima peeviſhly, are 
we te wait till then for an explanation of your con- 
duct.“ | | Sg 

„Pardon me, young lady, pardon me,” replied 
the ſtranger, © I had forgotten how very young 
you are; may I crave to know which of you was 
the one deſtined to be the bride of a villain, of Sit 
James Reſtive.” ; 


Clans bi ed de hät reverts b hen ties; - 


=——— Jemima fired up“ you are a very rude 
old fellow, and if Sir James heard you call him a 
villain, he. | 5 ee 

„ He has often heard it,” interrupted he, 


„ heard it with the moſt impenetrable cruelty, 


heard the ſorrows of a wretched father, heard a 
weeping parent bemoan the miſeries he created, 
with fortitude. that might have honoured a bet- 
ter cauſe ; but, madam, are you the intended 
bride?” TAS. +: 

Perhaps I am,” ſaid ſhe ſmartly, and what 
« then?” 1 | 

% Ah!” cried the old man ſhaking his head, 
«& then I fear, madam, I ſhall not preſerve you 


from ruin; you carts have too much courage, 
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to fear infidelity and ill-treatment. from a huſband, KK 
who, in marrying you, breaks every ſacred engage- : 
ment, murders a Woman who adores him, aban- 
dons his children, and brings the White hairs of her 


ſather with ſorrow to the grave.” | A 
Can it be,” ſaid Clara, almoſt choaked with _ 
her emotions, can Sir James Reſtive be this - ] 
man ?? boy | - 


„Ves, gentle lady;“ anſwered the weeping fa- 
ther, turning from Jemima, and evidently ſurpriſed at 
Clara's agitation, “ and it is you, I fear, whoſe heart 
muſt be wounded by a. recital of ſorrows his Heese 
have occaſioned; I ſee, in your countenance, ur 
intereſt in the bad man; I could have told my ſa 
ſtory to that young lady, with no ſenſe but that of 
my own miſery; I thought.ſhe: had not the feelings 
of diſappointed love; but you, madam, how ſhall I 
add to the languor of your look? How deſtroy the 
hope of delicacy itſelf ? yet t muſt be how elſe 
will yau know the precipice on which you ſtand, 
or how feel what little right the, ceremony, mere 
temporal ceremony can give a virtuous woman, to a 
betrayer of innocence ??? ? | 5 
Phe mind of Clara, though much agitated, was 

perſedly free from the anguiſh to [which the old 
man attributed her looks; ſhe indeed felt a joy the 
was aſhamed to-expreſs, at the poſſibility of retreat- 
ing with honour, from an engagement which had 
not the ſanction of inclination to plead for its indiſ- 
cretion; ſhe was, nevertheleſs, much affected at 
his ſorrow, and be ſought he would, without a fear 
of wounding her peace, ſay all that could add to 
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CHAPTER LIV. 


A common 1 Gery and an unro em Reſolution i in a run 
away Heireſs, 


| 14 T was ſome time before he could recover him 
ſelf from a freſh flood of anguiſh, when he gave 
the following hiſtory of himſelt : 

& I am, ladies, of a genteel profeſſion; I was 
leſtʒ eighteen years ago, the ſorrowing widower of 
the beſt of women, who died in the bloom of youth 
and perfection of beauty; ſhe left two girls, the 
dear. pledges of her love; thoſe were all my care 
and all my hope; the youngeſt was the darling 
both of her ſiſter (who is ſeven years older) and 
myſelf. Jam a catholic, and in order to have my 
children educated in the ſame faith, ſent them 
early to a convent in Paris; the cldeſt 1 ſent for 
home to ſuperintend my domeſtic affairs, before 
our mutual darling had compleated her education. 
My daughter ſoon married; my own circumſtances 
being eaſy,” I was the leſs: ſolicitous about obtain- 
ing a rich partner for my child; ſhe choſe an ho- 
neſt man, and I was ſatisfied Ae was in the ſame 
profeſſion as myſelf, and as age was creeping on 
me, we received equal benefit, my affairs were 
better managed by a younger man, and it was of 
advantage to him to enter on an eſtablihed bu- 
ſineſs. a | 
„When Maria returned from her convent; we 
found her perfonal charms improved beyond our 

expectations; her mental ones were no : leſs. per- 
fed, but clouded by a melancholy that diſtreſſed and 
| ſucpriſed us; ſhe endeavoured to make us eaſy by 
aſſuring" us it was habitual, and we conſoled our- 
n in the hope of changing it by our affection 

* | and 
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and attention. After a few months the ſweet 
creature begged leave to viſit the convent where 
the had received her education, with ſuch earneſt- 
neſs my heart was not proof againſt her entreaties; 


_ danger of an early blight; miſtaken indulgence !_ 


ill-tated Maria! Whom, dear ruined girl, didſt 
thou deceive! Why ſhould I thus affect your feel- 
ing heart? My child, my dear lovely blooming 
child, had been ſeen by the reptile Reſtive ; he did 
not flatter her with riches, rank, or power, for 
ſbe was ſuperior to thoſe common art of ſeduQign. 
At a banker's, where only ſhe viſited, he was intro- 
duced to her as the ſon of ſorrow, as a poor ruined © 
man; Maria had learned of the holy ſiſterhood, the 
calm pleaſure of adminiſtering comfort to the dif- 
treſſed; it was the firſt precept of religion ſhe had 
been taught; the language of conſolation was her's 
—artful- and dangerous, he affected to find happi- 
neſs only in her ſociety ; — ſhe, he ſaid, gave him 
acquieſcence to the Divine Will; ſhe conſoled him 
under his misfortunes: ze, oh villain, villain ! led 
ner to deſtruction; a marriage fabricated for the 
black purpoſe of deſtroying innocence, was the bait 
by which he:tempted her to make her firſt excur- 
| Hon; and deceived the moſt guileleſs and unſuſ- 
pecting of the creation. All hope of retrieving 
his circumſtances, he ſaid, depended on the will 
of a moroſe old uncle; on that plea, he bound my 


| 
| 
J ſuffered the bloſſom of beauty to encounter the 
| 
{ 
( 
| 
| 
| 
( 


child to a ſecret, from which her father was ex- 


cluded. A ptetence to viſit the convent a ſecond 
time anſwered the purpoſe of bringing to light the 
miſerable victim of his inhumanity; my indulgence 
was ſo far from conquering her melancholy, that 
after every excurſion, it encreaſed, e 
At length Sir James returned to England, and ac- 
cident diſcloſed the fatal ſecret to a wretched fa- 
ther: New, ſaid my child, I am abſolved of my 
#554 | N LIE 
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vow, my father's heart is the ſeat of honour; 7 
that am his child, the darling of his age, will not 
plant there the dagger of ſhame; to him we may 
ſafely reveal our marriage, and the reaſons for 
concealing it. Behold, oh | my father ! a daugh- 
ter whom love has betrayed into an act of diſobe- 
dience, but whom no temptation could ſeduce into 
one diſhonour ; with the irreſiſtible ornaments.of 
truth and fincerity, did the unſuſpeCting ſufferer. 
reveal the ſtory of her love. True, his lips did 
not confirm her tale, but neither did they contra- - 
dict it, and I thought his ſilence was a ſufficient 
proof of her veracity. Fond, fooliſh, credulous 
old man, I. took him to my heart, to my conft- 
dence, conſented to conceal the marriage, ſuffered 
my child to lye- in in my houſe, and bore the con- 
tempt of the world which ſuppoſed me privy to her 
undoing— | 1 | | 

A guth of grief ſtopped” the venerable man for: 
ſome moments, Clara's tears flowed, nor was the 
inſenſible Jemima: wholly unaffeQed——He. re- 
ſumed; | : 3 13 

His circumſtances- were conſtantly embarraſſ- 
ed; but he ſoon ſhould be, he ſwore; in affluence; . 
ſoon in circumſtances to reward Maria's love, and 
repay every obligation to her family.—My eldeſt. 
daghter's huſband was in partnerſhip with me in 
my buſineſs ; too honeſt himſelf to ſuſpect compli- 
cated villainy.in another, he became joint ſecurity 
with me for a large debt contracted by Sir James 
at an election buſineſs; but, lady, I dwell not on 
this, nor the various ſtratagems by which he drain- 
ed me by degrees of my little all; had he left me 
and mine beggars, time might have mellowed our 


diſtreſs; but my child's. honour, her peace of 5 


mind, oh | 47 23 
Laſt week we had an execution put in our 
houſe for a ſum for which we were his ſecurities, 
and 


bo 
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and which he aſſured us he had paid; I wrote to 
him; #fere,”—ſaid the old man, trembling, and 
the colour mounting into his pale -cheeks, while 
flaſhes of indignant fire diſpelled a ſtarting tear 


6 there is his anſwer. 


o 
— 


Clara received it with eager curioſity and read, 
Sir, „„ 5 
I CAN only ſay in anſwer to your's, I am very 
ſorry for the trouble I have involved you in; the 
beſt amends I can,now make, is, to deal ingenuouſ- 
ly with you; and I beg you will break the matter. 
to your daughter in what way you think will leaſt 
affect her—ſhe is not my wife; happily I may ſay 


» 


for her the is not, for I am worſe than a beggar.— - 


[ have no uncle, nor ever had one, on whom I had 


any dependance ; when you are ſure of that, 1 


need ſay no more to convince you, the ſtory of the 
marriage was an invention of love; but I own, I 
feel great compunction for the diſtreſs in which I 
have involved your family. ' I am at this -inſtant 
ſetting off for Scotland with a young lady, infinite- 


Iy. too good for the purpoſes of retrieving my ſhat- 


tered fortune; my reſolutions towards er, are, to 
make what amends will be in my power, for the 
deception I am practiſing, and towards you, to re- 


May you amply for all your kindneſs, to ſettle, on 
Maria and her children, a comfortable ſufficiency ; 
it is all I can now do. - Poor Maria, ſhe deſerves | 


a better fate. | 
Clara returned the letter. I ſhudder, Sir, 
oat: oray go on? 7 nd 5 5; 
.  * was out when the letter was brought; my 
dear girl, ſhe had not ſeen him for a longer period 
than he had ever yet leſt her; his hand and ſeal 
Was f- well known; her impatience opened 
£ 72430 eee 
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 it—Ah! my God! I was ſent for what a tight; 
for a father 5 8 _ 
„ My Maria was fallen ſenſeleſs on the floor, 
ſhe had ſtruck her head againſt a piece of furniture, 
the blood ſtreamed from the wound with an alarm- 
ing rapidity, that was the only evidence that ſhe 
yet exiſted; her face was the emblem of death, 
and her breath totally impenetrable—the proof of. 
her ſhame, of my diſnonour, yet in her hand... _, 
Convulſions firſt, and then delirium ſucceeded ;. 
twenty-four hours her gentle delicate frame, was, 
by the agonies of her mind, rendered too, powerful 
for our ſtrength, we were obliged to tye her down; 
that outrageous phrenzy at length gave way to a 
grievous ſadneſs—PFather, my father, beloved, moſt 
honoured parent, groaned the poor girl, ſtop this 
fatal marriage, reſcue unſuſpecting innocence; I 
am indeed his wedded wife, ſoon will the barbarian 
be at liberty, ſoon will my eyes loſe the power of. 
weeping, for the ſorrow I give the beſt of fathers. 
—Oh, prevent this laſt cruel ſtroke of guilt; fol- 
low him, fave a.virtuous woman from deſtruction. 
 —Faintings that interveged did not weaken her- en- 
treaties; ſhe continued urging me; my other 
daughter, her honeſt huſband, their infant fanuly - 
(although this marriage was the only means that 
could preſerve them from ruin) united in calling on 
me for compaſſion to the deſtined victim of his 
villainy, and vengeance on iim. But oh, cried my 
dying child, let not my father break the command» 
ment of God, let him not embrue his hand in hu» 
man blood; God preſerve.my father from the guilt 
of murder—purſue the callous deſtroyer, do juſtice, . 
but love mercy. . | „ | 8 
I conſulted an attorney, who ſhocked at the 
villainy my ſad heart too juſtly painted, accompa- 
nied me here; I have arreſted Sir James for the 
various ſums he owes me; and you have now, 


madam, 


— 


| ſhall rejoice to hear it from you. Here on this 
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madam, my moſt miſerable hiſtory; I know you- 


Have wealth enough to relieve him, you may yet. 
marry him, if“ — . 
„Stop, Sir, for God's ſake—I marry him! I. 


unite my fate to a deſtroyer of innocence ! Clara 


Elton add'a tear to weeping age, inflict deſpair on 


a ſorrowing mother, and rob her children of their. 


real father ? Nor this journey, diſgraceful as it is 
to me, will teach me a leſſon of many years expe- 


rience, if you, Sir, can point out a way how I may 


expreſs my compaſſion for you, and your daugh- 


ter? How teſtify my gratitude to you as the means: 


of my narrow. eſcape from ſhame and miſery? I. 


ſpot end my Juvenile Indiſcretions ; from hence. 
will inſtantly ſet out to my good guardian's, nor 
ever more tempt Misfortune by truſting my own 
wiſdom, till it has received the ſanction of his.— 

emima, if you will adopt my ſentiments, as I have 


ong adopted your's, my guardian is the fountain of 


benevolence, e will be a much more honourable 
reſource. than Sir James Reſtive; I. will try my in- 
fluence. with him for. your mother, but I am now 
ſo convinced of his judgment, and ſo. doubtful of 


my own, that what he forbids I will not do-—1 


leave you to conſider; and, haſtily riſing, ſhe or- 


dered a chaiſe and four, gave the old gentleman 
her addreſs, and the bill having been diſcharged by 
Sir James Now, Jemima, in an inſtant reſolve,” 
cried ſhe, with an alacrity which agreeably ſur- 


priſed the ſtranger, 1 


Jemima conſidered, and re · conſidered; ſhe well 
knew Xthe conduct of her family would not bear the 


ſcrutiny of Mr. Franklin, and, conſcious they did 
not merit it, ſhe could hardly hope for his favour ; 
however, it was the laſt reſource; Clara's eyes 


were opened; it was. in vain to hopę they could 
| | carry. 
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aarry ſuch another ſcheme into execution; but. 
though her judgment was no longer to be impoſed, 
on, 2 had yet her weak ſide, and Jemima knew. 
it; the compaſſion of her nature was unblunted b 
experience, ſhe therefore gladlyggcepted the of- 
fered kindneſs; and the ſame hour that brought 
Mr. Franklin to London in conſequence of her e- 
lopement, carried the young. penitent to Eſher in, 
- purſuit of him. | : 

The fair travellers were received with great po- 
liteneſs by Mr. Downe, and a proportionable quan- 


tity of reſerve by his lady. Clara's heart bounded 


as ſhe entered the room, where ſhe had ſpent ſo 
many happy hours with Henry; and it recolled, 


when ſhe recollected they were for ever paſſed, and; 2 


never to be renewed. - 
Mrs. Downe always loved Clara; ſhe ſoon con- 


quered her. averſion to handſome young women, in 


her favcur; but nothing could prevail on her to 


treat Jemima with common civility; very impo- 


litely, ſhe would only. ſuffer. Clara to fit with her, 
in her drefſing-room,. whoſe taſte ſhe. conſulted on 
the ornament of her toilet, the ſtudy of which, as 
in affairs of more moment, if we dare call it a lux- 


ury, wholly ſupplanted the hiſtories both of Greece. 


and Rome; it did not, indeed, deſtroy her Oliveri- 
an ſpirit; for, as it happened, Mr. Downe choſe. 
to be of the Jacobue party, and the contradictin 


him was one of the om pleaſures ſhe could en- E 
ter every proof to ſupport her 


joy; her avidity, a 
own ſide of the argument, kept up ſome. inclination 
for reading; though. the hiſtory, the produce of all 
her ſtudy and learning, lay by unfiniſhed. | 
In thoſe unſocial intervals, what could poor je- 
mima do with herſelf? Mr. Franklin had a fine li- 
brary of books, but they were horridly choſen, 
| hardly a novel in it; walks there were in abun- 
dance, but not a creature to ſee, or what was of 


more 


. 


-mima hated it. 


- 
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more importance, to be ſeen by; it ſigniſied no- 
thing going abroad, one might as well ſtay at home 
to hear a married man talk nonſenſe, as to work; 
her eyes were weak, and of all earthly things Je- 


Mr. Downe was very polite, he was always at 
the command of a fine woman, and being the only 
perſon, within reach of faying a civil thing to her,. 
he was on the point of commencing Flirt to Miſs 
OO ogg ovaries e ee, e 
The true Olivertan ſpirit © could not ſuffer that; 


her great original only had ſpies in all parts of the 


world; his copy had alſo her's in all parts of Eſher 
Manor. | 1 ; 


: | | 
Clara hinted to her friend, that Mr. Downe's par- 


ſome fellow, and then another; dreſſing the old ewe 
flamb-faſhion, ſtalking into the dining parlour like 
the fore horſe of their own team, adorned with all 

their gew-gaws, except bells; frightening every 


ticular attention to her diſpleafed his lady; but Je- 


mima declared the had no notion of humouring ſuch 


old frumps; ſhe deſerved to be tormented for her 
folly; ſetting her ridiculous head, firſt on one hand- 


body with her ſpiteſul looks and diſguſting manners; 


indeed, the old woman might fume, but ſne ſhould 


* — 


13 1 1 3 1 l =— <2 2 
divert herſelf ; what elſe was there in that hideous 


lteneſs. 


manſion to prevent the horrors. i 
_ Clara looked grave; but even ſbe could ſay no- 
thing in vindication of the lady's hoſpitality or po- 


- Phe truth was, Mrs. Downe,. though very jea- 
lous of her huſband, was too voie to be rational; 
inſtead, therefore, of endeavouring by good bul 
mour and indulgence, to render the matrimonial 


b oY 


yoke eafy ; (Which conſidering ir mate, mbft be 


à lutlegalling to a young man) her rage, at 


le, preſuming to know. any one thing-as well” 
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her, whom he had flattered with being a paragon 
of wiſdom and learning, was only to be equalled by 
her contempt of a man who woug Tee ſuch a jew- 
el in his poſſeſſion, and be ſo pr ki l 
ble ok its value. 
That ſhe had raiſed him from a ſtate of 1 
gence and dependence, to one of caſe and affluence. 
that ſhe had made the ſon of her brother's fiewart 
to be maſter of his houſe ; was a part of his obli- 

gations to her, ſhe never remembered; her heart 
was realy, above all mercenary ideas, and the on- 
ly ties, which would have power to bind Aim, were 
thoſe on which fbe ſet no. value; bickering, diſ- 
content and jealouſy on her part, were continually 
anſwered with contempt, ill- humour, and neglect 
on his; ſo that never was learning and wiſdom 
yoked with youth and folly, with more diſadvanta- 
ges, and leſs proſpeQts of felicit. 

Her diflike of Jemima, without any real cauſe, 
was a ſtimulus to that young lady's pride to give her 
one; and though ſhe:knew better than to ſuffer | 
herſelf to ee the dupe of the folly (begging 
Mrs. Downe's pardon) of either the amorous huf- 
band, or his learned wife, ſhe ſuffered the vanity: 
of one and the ſuſpicions of the other, to feed on 
her condu@; which, as extreme delicacy was not 
her'foible, 1 Was ſufficient for her, \ was not eſſen=- 
tially guilty. 

The hurricane this behaviour raiſed at Eſher, 
greatly diſtreſſed Clara, who knew no one being in 
the neighbourhood but Mrs: Marſh ; the diſagree= 

able ſcenes at the Manor, often (while ſhe wWwait- 
ed for Mr. Franklin's anſwer to a letter ſhe had 
written him confeſſing her folly) drove her and her 
fair companion out; they would ſometimes call at 
the parſonage, and oftener at Mrs. at” where: 
they met Mrs. Cadogan, _ 


MM 


"2, 
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That good creature, who had juſt parted from. 


| her huſband, with great modeſty invited-the young 
ladies to take tea under her humble roof, where 


the elegance other ſentiments, and the propriety 
of her behaviour, with the benevolent diſpoſition ſhe 


diſplayed, gave Miſs Elton a pleaſure ſhe had not 
| „ Ming it poſſible to meet with in a country fe- 
male. | 


Miſs Elton owed every thing that was amiable in 


her compaſition to nature; it is true ſhe was 


taught by the firſt maſters, French, muſic, dan- 
cing, drawing, and geography; ſhe, excelled in 


each of thoſe polite accompliſhments, and ſhe 
foung, in the admiration they excited, how advan- 
tageous thoſe were to a beautiſul perſon; but it 


was not in Mrs. Napper's poroer, it was ſtill leſs 
her intereſt, to attend to the expanſion ef her mind; 


and Mrs. Cadogan was aſtoniſhed to find a- young 
lady apparently. accompliſhed, ſo very deficient 
in that mental knowledge; which was, in her opi- 


nion, an indiſpenſable requiſite to a well bred 


woman. a 


Clara had not read: much, and lucky it was, 
that the hooks at Mrs. Napper's were ſo little to 


ber taſte, that ſhe ſeldom ſaw more of the half - 
bound volumes from the Eaft Sheen library,. than 
the titles and. mere denouements of the few matters of 


facts they contained. The tireſome pedantry of 


her guardian's ſiſter, had given her. a general diſ- 
like to all other ſort of reading; but one evening's 
converſation with Mrs. Cadogan inſpired different 
ſentiments, and opened a new and delightful diſ- 
eee. 
Without the leaſt. © Ye any of affectation, that 
good woman diſplayed the advantage af reading 
tat world, where young ladies could not be con- 
ſpicuous, without great dangers; and ſhe repeated, 


with inimitable grace, quotations from ſome of her 
—__ favourite 


_—_ 
. r 


a 


Gn ene wp nooner. 
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favourite authors—and added many ſentiments and 


maxims, entertaining as. well as important in 
themſelves, and conſiſtent with the delicacy of 
ber ſen . hs 


| Clara bluſhed at a deficiency ſhe had been inſen- 


_ fible of before, and, at her return to the Manor, 


& 


flew to.the library, where (ſhe had taken it on the 
word of Jemima) there was not a book worth look- 
ing into—She ſoon. found the authors Mrs. Cado= 
gan had mentioned; and, fired with emulation, 


greedily commenced a purſuit of knowledge. 


There was. no time that wanted filling up—no 


time would. ſhe willingly loſe from the library, but 
that devoted to. Mrs. Cadogan,to whom ſhe ingettu- 
.ouſly acknowledged the obligation ſhe owed. to her 


ſociety ;>=a new world was opening to her view, 


andjſources. of. pleaſure, ſhe had not thought of, ap- 


peared within her graſp. _ | 3 
Mr. Franklin's knowledge of her return to Eſher, 


was protracted by his following her to the North; 
he traced her at every ſtage, and, to his infinite ſur- 


prize, heard at Berwick. the arreſt of the gentle- 


man, and the return of the lady; from. thence, 
to his unſpeakable joy, he likewiſe traced her to 


Eſher, where, when he arrived, and heard from 
her modeſt lips, a confeſſion of her imprudence, 
and a ſolemn promiſe of being in future wholly 
governed by him, the exceſs of his joy is not to be 
conceived. 5 


Miſs Elton was as good as her word; ſhe urged 
Mrs. Napper's intereſt ſo warmly, that though 
. - Mr. Franklin felt himſelf exceedingly enraged a- 
gainſt that family——he very var 


' own judgment to her will, and ſent immediately 
orders to his attorney to call on Mrs. Napper, ad- 
vance her what money would ſettle her affairs, and 
enable her to go on with her ſchool; and, inere- 
Cible as it may ſeem, it is an actual fact, that 
„ 5 though. 


ily ſacrificed his 
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though the affair of Miſs Elton, and the governeſs's 


ſhare in the tranſaction, was publicly known; 
though her extravagant imprudence was the talk 


of all who knew ber, ſhe and her daughters had 
it no ſooner in their power to dreſs, and be ſeen 


in gay company, than ſhe became a proper per- 
ſon to educate young ſemales; her ſchool filled 
ſhe renewed her acquaintance (which had been 


wholly dropped) with Puffardo, and became of the 


vtmoft importance among the quality of —_ 
n 

Toff wy, Mr. Franklin was very en, 

| try,” ſaid he to himſelf, * by gratifyin E 

in Weir darling paſſion, pride, to make her, whoſ; 

influence over Clara 1 moſt fear, a friend to pro- 


9 15 


New clothes, plenty of money, a pad for her 


own_riding, and every wikh ; ratified—one would 


fuppoſe mi Fit ſatisfy Jemima; before ſhe had them, 


the idea of the happineſs they conferred; on thoſe 
who were in poſſeſſion of ſuch things, was rapture; 
but there was ſomething more wanting wat to 
the mind of a young girl can poſſibly be of more 
importance than dreſs, money, and * 

1 poſſe r 

Simply, a lover out of poſſeſſion. 


Jemima Napper,- having nothing elfe to nhdble | 


lr: took it into her pretty head to fall in love. 
Enſign Wells was the object of her charming paſ- 
ſion— how Enſign Wells came by ſuch an abun- 
gant piece of good fortune nobody can tell—as he: 
was neither handſome, witty or rich, but, 


. lover ſees Helen' 8 beauty i in the brow of | 


| E pt. 
ee. he wore a red coat, and 4 cotkade; and 


finally, was the only ſingle man in the pariſh, Mr. 
Franklin excepted, who had the leaſt pretenſions 
to F gent. to his name. 


Terti- 
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- Terrible havoc, indeed, was the little god mak- 
ing at the Manor; what was ſport to the gay je- 
mima, was death to poor Downe; a handſome 
young girl was an object of too great danger to be 
ſported with, by a young man, who was yoked to 
an old woman whom he hated—he ſeriouſly liked 
Jemima ; and, at the time ſhe became enamoured 
of Wells, he had ſettled the point within himſelf— 
that a trip to the continent with the lovely Jemima 
in one hand, and a full graſp of old Franklin's riches 
in the other, would be no bad thing. The jealou- 
ſy of his wife was a ſubject he better underſtood 
from his obſervation on Wells and Jemima, which 
poiſoned. all his other enjoyments—this was the 
conſequence of one ſort of love. Some of my read- 
ers, though, perhaps, not all, may know there are 
two; North and South, good and evil, or any of 
the moſt oppoſite things in nature cannot be more 
different than the effects from thoſe two different 
_ cauſes, and Mr Downe's jealouſy was of that ſort 
which Rochefoucault deſcribes as having 


< 1. love than ſelf-love in it.“ 
gc a 4 | ; N 
Ciara Elton became more and more a ſavourite 
with Mrs. Downe and her brother; the latter 
again took delight in the Manor; Clara read to 
hin, walked out—ſung—played—and, in ſhort, 
Mr. Franklin one day folding her to his heart, 
could not help giving a ſigh to the memory of poor 
Dellmore. 5 3 
* Oh, my dear ward,” ſaid the good man, 
© there was once a youth whoſe heart was wor- 
thy of .yours— one whoſe generous, noble diſpo- 
ſition, ought. to have been united to Clara Elton 
E poor Henfy”"——Clara ſtarted. - | \ © 
But he is married, Sir.” 3 
5 ä 
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„ Married!” repeated Mr. Franklin, © to 


whom?” 


% Why, fir,” anſwered ſhe, bluſhing, “had he 
not your ſanction to marry Miſs Orthodox? 

This queſtion opened a fubje& to which Clara 
was a ſtranger, and gave freſh life to hopes that 
were almoſt extinguiſhed. | 5 

With great delicacy Mr. Franklin ſlightly hint- 
ed at Lavinia's ill conduct and deceit—and tender- 
ly touched on his ſiſter's madneſs—as he called it; 
but when Henry was the ſubje&, then he was elo- 
quence itſelf; the genuine virtues of his ſoul were, 


he declared, too ſublime for mortality—it was ne- 


ceſſary there ſhould be a ſmall alloy, he would elſe 
be too dazzling for human nature. The fondnefs 
of his affe ction had treaſured up every commenda- 
ble act: in his memory; with what pleaſure did he 
repeat the ſeveral inſtances of a noble and ingenu- 
ous difpoſition, that had endeared him to his heart, 
while, parent like, all his faults were buried in a 
Partial oblivion.— The ſtory of the Curate was 
confirmed by Mrs. Cadogan; and Clara, though 

The was far from lofing her newly acquired relith 


for books, found, in the willing tribute of gratitude, 


which that good woman was ever ready to pay to 
the memory of Dellmore, more wiſdom, more 


ſentiment, and more ſterling wit than all that was 


ever ſaid or written on any other ſubject. 


But the delight of recalling to her idea the firſt 


pleaſures of her imagination, being attended with 
the moſt anxious wiſhes for the recovery of the ob- 


ject of her affection, Clara entreated her guardian 


to make freſh erquiries after him; and as ſhe had 
ſeen him in London, to take that opportunity of en- 
gquiring after the unfortunate old gentleman to whoſe 


interference ſhe was indebted for her preſervation 


from ruin. | 


as a_—_— - 8 1 


a was , 
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th 


» 


lin would refuſe ; he went to London at her defire, 


| ney orders to aſſiſt them in caſe of any future 


had ſurmounted all ſenſe of the injuries ſhe had 


deliverer, as ſhe always called him, with thankful 


were too ſanguine, not to hurt her in their diſap- 


party. 
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Clara could not make a requeſt that Mr. Frank- 


but returned without the leaſt fucceſs in his re- 
ſearches after Dellmore ; he was more fortunate in 
the other matter—he found the old gentleman on 
the point of ruin—a verdièt had been juſt obtained 
againſt him and his ſon-in-law, as ſecurities for Sir 

ames Reſtive, for a large ſum which he was total- 
y unable to pay; I preſume, I need not ſay Mr. 
Franklin advanced the money. 

He did—and not only that, but gave his attor- 


trouble on the ſame account—he found that the 
love of the daughter, which in her dying moments 


ſuffered, and prevailed on her father to liberate Sir 
James, who was failed for India on an appointment 
from government, leaving, however, as his laft 
act, a power of attorney in behalf of Maria's 
children. 3 £444 | | 

Clara heard of Mr. Franklin's goodneſs to her 


pleaſure, but as ſhe had given way to hopes, which 


pointment, ſhe grieved in ſecret, and tired of every 
thing about her, or within her reach, ſhe vainly 
flattered herſelf that a change of ſcene would beget 
a change of ſentiment, and ſhe took advantage of 
a diſorder which ſeized Mrs. Downe, to perſuade 
them to comply with Doctor Gregory's advice, and 
go to the Spa. | Apt! — b tES 

Mrs. Downe would not go if Jemima was of the 


Mr. Downe would not leave Jemima. _ . 
Thoſe were the ſecret reſolutions that each of 


theſe perſonages choſe to keep to themſelves, but | 
which each were reſolved to-perſevere in; ſo that 


the journey to the Spa would have dropped, had not 


A 
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an alteration in the looks of Clara viſibly to the 
diſadvantage of the roſes in her cheeks, determined 
Mr. Franklin to change the ſcene—his authority 
had great weight at Eſher Manor—intereſt bound 
its inhabitants to obey him; but the influence of 
love, was ſtill greater, it ſurpaſſed even inter- 
eſt. 

Mrs. Downe, indeed, having i in a very ſhort pe- 
riod, as is cuſtomary with all eager appetites, ſuffi- 
ciently ſatisfied her curioſity, in the enjoyment of 
matrimonial gelight with a young man, was leſs de- 


termined——ſpite towards the man who was con- 
tinually ſending mortitying truths home to her feel- 


ings, was her motive—and it would have been done 
away eaſier, had not the ſudden reſolution of her 
huſband. to ſtay at Eſher on particular buſineſs, in- 
ſtantly followed Jemima's with to take that oppor- 
tunity of viſiting her mother, and rendered her as 


obſtinate from oppoſition, as her huſband was 


from a ſtill more blameable motive. 
Mrs. Downe wculd- finiſh her hiſtoryz and 


5 octor Orthodox, prodigioutly well qualified for : 


her biographer, by the almoſt total loſs of his own' 
memory, and for her aſſiſtant, by the rapid decline 
of every ſenſe but one, re that of taſting; 
being again eſtabliſned at Eſher by the kindneſs of 


the Squire, and backed by Mrs. Downe, he firmly 
reſolved: not to ſuffer the ſelf-dubb'd authority of 
the upſtart Downe again to prevent him from en- 


joying the ſweets of good living—not that the 
Door mated himſelf in that OE at ee 


| 7 Light i in the dance and doubly” ſweet the lays; 4 EE 
28 Sos | When for the dear gelen another pays.” 5 * 


ff 
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bs the cloſet. 5 


Jemima's 5 
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And he rejoiced i in again . to the laben | 
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Jemima's wiſh to remain in England did not now 
affect Clara, as a reſolution «to deprive her of her 
ſociety would have done a few months back; ſhe . 
was, from mere habit, fond of her company , but 
the ſtate of Clara's mind was not now ſo well adapt- 
ed to that of Jemima's—ſhe was ſenſible of the time 
ſhe had loft, and very eager to improve the preſent, 
but ideas that ſhe could not reſiſt, conſtantly croud- 
ing themſelves betwixt her eyes, and the books 
ſhe moſt wiſhed to be acquainted with, and a per- 
petual habit of ſighing, reminded her of the ſome- 
thing neceſſary to her happineſs ; that ſomething 
ever appeared to her wiſhes in the form of Henry 


Dellmore — fo that the benefit of Mrs. Cadogan's 


_ precepts and example was nearly loſt in the inquie- 
tude of her mind, while the ſimple, fiighty, incon- 
ſiderate Jemima's utmoſt efforts could not amuſe 
her. | 
But though Mrs. Cadogan's underſtanding ceaſ- 
ed to fill her with emulation, there was ſtill a ſome- 
thing in her that rendered her a molt pleaſing com- 
panion to Miſs Elton, and that was, a diſpoſition, 
the inſtant he was mentioned, to run out into the 
moſt extravagant encomiurss on Henry Dellmore ; 
his perſon—underſtanding—pleaſing manners—and, 


above all, his goodneſs of heart, were themes on which 


ſhe ſpoke with almoſt as much delight as Clara heard 
herznow Jemima never having herſelf found out any 
of his good qualities, except his fine eyes hair 
teeth and handſome figure, all of which was, in her 
opinion, ſurpaſſed in Mr. Wells, ſhe could not poſſi- 
bly point them out to Clara—conſequently her con- 
veriation became inſipid, in the ſame degree as Mrs. 
Cadogan's grew intereſting. x 

When therefore, to ſo many other objections to 
the Spa journey, was added, the want of a proper 
companion for Clara, ſhe begged Jemima might be 
indulged, and ſince her guardian was fo good as to 
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take the journey merely on her account, as Mrs, 
Done, for whom it was firſt intended, would not 
go, ſhe aſked his permiſſion to engage Mrs. Ca- 
dogan. 3 

The pleaſure this requiſition gave Mr. Franklin, 
was in proportion to the affection he bore his ward; 
he rejoiced in the hope of weaning her from an 
attachment to the frivolous object that had hither- 
to engroſſed her friendſhip; and he was too well 
acquainted with Mrs. Cadogan's good underſtand- 


ing, to doubt but her accompanying them in their 
trip to the continent would be of the moſt ſerious 


advantage to Clara. 55 
Mrs. Cadogan's maternal feelings on leaving her 


children, very properly gave way to the requeſt of 


2 


her benefactor, and the Spa excurſion was made 


without the perſon for whoſe health it was pre- 


ſcribed. But change of ſcene had not the power 


.over the mind of Mifs Elton, that Mr. Franklin 


wiſhed and ſhe expected; a ſhort refidence abroad 
ſerved to raiſe her anxious expectation from Eng- 
land — her trembling eagerneſs was at laſt, as her 
fond hope foreboded, gratified by news of Henry. 
But what news the ſituation of mind in which 
they found the amiable Quaker, her tears and la- 


mentations, and the ſolicitude of her hufband to 


diſcover the loſt youth, rendered it impoſſible to 
keep ſecret from them, the cauſe of her diſtreſs, 
| had it been rendered neceſſary by any lapſe from 
virtue in the former part of her life—but that 
Was happily not the caſe with Mrs. Burgeſs. 


— 


2 
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CHAPTER Lx. ' 
Fuvenile Indiſeretions of a fair Quaker. 


R BEC CA was the daughter of one of 
the moſt rigid of her ſect, ſo incruſted in the for- 
mality, and ſtrift adherence to every the minuteſt 
part of their cuſtoms and religion, were Zephaniah 
Fry and Rebecca his wife, that they held common 
converſation with the profane, as they termed thoſe 
of every other faith, in the ee, abhorrence, 
as a breach of their owh purity, and as a deviation 
from the ſanctity they avowed. Zephaniah was 
very rich, and perfectly contented with his lot. 
although for many years he was not bleſſed with a 
child; in the decline of their days, however, his 
wife, who was very earneſt in her prayers for an 
offspring, to inherit their wealth, had them anſwer- 
ed in the birth of a daughter, who was named Re- 
becca after her mother. | 
They had now an object on which it was hardly 
poſſible for an unintereſted perſon to look without 
pleaſure, that filled nem with. thankful rapture, and 
that bound to the world their wiſhes and their 
hopes. | | _ 
The young Quaker grew up beautiful beyond 
deſcription; ſhe was admired. by all people, and all 
ſets who ſaw her; the frigid diſpoſition of her pa- 
rents relaxed in their love of their beautiful child ; 
and though they continued the ſtricteſt puritans in 
their religion, they ſuffered their darling to receive 
a liberal education. : — RY 
The gentleneſs of her nature—the ſoftneſs of her 
diſpofition—and the fimple elegance of her man- 
ner, rendered the young Rebecca a favourite; with 
thoſe who could view her beauty with the 
8 M 2 | o 
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of a ſtoic, ſhe was univerſally belored, and as uni- 
verſally admired. | 

The tenderneſs of her parents was returned by 
her with the molt grateful affection, and dutiful 
adherence to the * they profeſſed; and as 
ſhe grew to years of maturity, their indulgence 
left 5 the free choice of her heart, with one only 
reſtriction, which her own inclinations would them- 
ſelves have pointed out; for though the was not 
quite ſo rigid in her notions as her father, ſhe was 
from principle a ſtrict Quaker ; when, therefore, 
her patents told her, if ſhe ſwerved from their prin- 
Ciples, or endangered the purity of her own heart, 
by yoking with a mate of a different religion, that 
ſuch her deviation from the faith of her forefathers 
would end their days in ſadneſs, and bring deſtruc- 
tion on herſelf, ſhe would aſſent with ſmiles to 
their ſentiments, and ſecure in herſelf, affirm * 
was in no danger. 

Their reſidence was at Poifyleaita 3 j abair ac- 
'Y - quaintance and converſation were among their own 
5 people; but the fair Quaker was too lovely to 
=] : eſcape the notice and admiration of the whole pro- 
'F vince. 7 
When a ſtranger arrived, or at the return of 
any who had been cated to 'Penſylvania by 
buſineſs or pleaſure, the firſt and conſtant queſtion 
| was—have you ſeen the fair Quaker? The fame 


of her beauty excited general curioſity, and which 
does not often happen to celebrated beauties—the 
gratification of that curioſity was ſure to be 1 85 
ceeded by ſincere admiration, | 


& Here was the naked beau ty and the, living grace, 
Which needed neit'c geld nor ornaments.“ | 


Ana under the pure unſullied robe of innocence, 
her 2 2 brown dreſs appeared elegance itſelf. 


Zephaniah 
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Zephaniah Fry had a country houſe a ſew miles 


from the capital of the province; one bias, and 
only one he had, towards what ſome very abſtruſe 


perſons would deem a luxury; he had an ardent 


paſſion for the cultivation of flowers, and next to 
the fame of his daughter's beauty, that of his gar- 
den was an object that attracted general notice. 
Every beauty of Art and Nature was blended-at 
the Oatlands (the name of his ſeat); Order and 
Nentneſs were ſeen as handmaids to the Na iades, 
and Woodland Nympfis; the pleaſure grounds ex- 


| er, and* the ripened plenty of au- 
tumn. Ho V indeed, could the Oatland gardens 
fail to pech perfection, when the lovely young 


| Rebecca was her father's conſtant companion in te 


alks, and when her taſte was added to his judg- 


ment, and experience; Summer months were al- 


ways paſſed at this delightful retreat, from whence 
they ſeldom returned, to their warmer dwelling. in 


town, till the cold became too intenſe for the weak. 


conſtitution of Mrs. Fry. 
Rebecca was in her ſeventeenth year, whey her 
father was for the firſt time in his ik 

fit of the gout, which, as it happened in June, in- 
terrupted his favourite amuſement, but his daughter 
ſtill continued her attendance on the opening 
beauties of Nature. 


She was one morning viewing a plant ſhe herſelf 


ſet; and, thinking it wanted pruning, called to a 
rſon who was at work near her, and bid him done 
| Her a ſmall pair of garden ſhears, which had been 
made for her; he obeyed. The extreme white- 
_ neſs of his hands drew her attention, her eyes were 
rivetted on a face that appeared pale and languid, 
and ſurprize ſucceeded curioſity ; as ſhe obſerved, 


he ſtudiouſly tried to avoid the ſcrutiny of her 


glances, and reſumed his labour, although his 
— MY ttembling 


; I” bloom of ſpring, the full 


e, taken with a 


|; 2 
K — Lo oo no Fes » 


- . 
3 — 


Was in character with her religion, coarſe 
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trembling hands could with difficulty hold the pot 


with which he was watering a parterre of flowers. 

& What aileth thee, friend?“ ſaid ſhe, after hav- 
ing taken notice of his continued trembling, as he 
. Preſented, at her command, a roſe that he gather- 
ed—** Why art thou thus kept to labour? thy 
looks are forry recommendations to thy abilities ? I 
wonder if Jaſper will employ thee—here, take this” 
—offering him money.—** get thee a habitation, 
retrieve thy ſtrength, and when thou art able re- 
turn to labour.” To her further aſtoniſhment, the 


_ gardener rejected, in ſilence, the offered money. 


% Nay, art thou offended?” continued ſhe, 
truck. at his manners, and the expreſſion of grief 
in his countenance—** I meant not—why wilt thou 


not accept my proffered kindneſs ?”? 


The garb in which the young man appeared 
ſe and 
plain; but his expreſſions and geſtures, while he 


. 
* 


ſpoke, had ſomething more than common in them, 
and his eyes, ſtill more expreſſive than his words, 
filled her with aſtoniſhment. The approach of 


ow called the young man to his work, and;Re- 


+becca returned to the houſe, her mind filled with 
an uneaſy kind of curioſity that kept her ſilent. 
The day appeared much too long, every hour paſſ- 
ed with leaden wings, and the next morning ſhe 
went earlier than uſual to the garden. | 


Again a flower was commanded; again the obe- 


dience of the labourer, was accompanied with an 


ague fit; the moſt indifferent queſtion from the 
fair Quaker brought paſſion into his eyes, and the 


colour into his. cheeks ; her curioſity continued; it 


increaſed with the obſervation, that the * of 
it was one of the moſt perfect creatures, ſhe had hi- 


therto ſeen Morning after morning Rebecca re- 
eeived her flowers from the ſame hand; ſoon the 
bloom of health re · animated his features, and ſoon 


Rebecca 


— 
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Rebecca learnt the language of his eyes, though 
his tongue was ever ſilent, except in anſwer to her 
que ſtions. | 
The pleaſure the fair Quaker felt in thoſe inter- 
views, was all that-for a time occupied her thoughts; 
morning was to fer the ſeaſon of delight; the fra- 
grance of the opening flowers, the bloom of carna- 
tions, the ſweet ſcent of the blown roſe, were ever 
i pleaſant, and were now infinitely more ſo ; and if 
there was one that had any particular beauty in its 
ſcent or form, the young gardener was ſure to 
| mark it for her obſervation, | 
That thoſe attentions were highly pleaſing to her, 
that the ſervices of ſo handſome, ſo engaging a ſer- 
vant, were far more acceptable than thoſe hared by 
Jaſper, Ephraim, or John, was a matter ſhe did not 
think required ſecrecy ; but it was not, as every o- 
ther ſenſation of her mind had always hithertobeen, 


revealed. to her parents. 
For this reſerve ſhe would have been puzzled to 
| _ aſſign a cauſe, but the feelings of her heart were 
| ſoon elucidated. 5 
One fine morning Rebecca went according to her 
now conſtant cuſtom to the garden, there were on- 
ly Jaſper and Ephraim, her friend was not to be 
Teen, every walk was explored, all the green-houſes 
and hot-houſes were looked into half an hour longer 
| than uſual, ſhe wandered in ſearch of the ſomething 
| wanting——the morning was extremely fine, but 
| there was a heavineſs in the air that affected her 
= breath, ſhe retired to her chamber and burſt into 
| tears. 8 
I he day —Oh, what a _day!—lt at laſt paſſed 
with the morning light, Rebecca viſited the gar- 
| 1 den, her heart palpitated, her eyes were ſtretched, 
vainly ſtretched in ſearch of what was not to be 
found; again her ſtay exceeded the uſual time 


| 
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neither on that, or any ſucceeding morning, was 
the young Aoriſt to be ſeen. 


At laſt her diſtreſs inſpired her with courage 
* What, Jaſper, haſt thou done with the young 


man who managed the flowers?“ 
“ Verily, I know not, anſwered Jaſper, what 


has happened to him, he hath abſented himſelf, 


and moreover hath not received the money due to 
him—1 fear he is ſick, 
-Was he one of our people,” aſked "FEI ? 


iy vg nay,” replied Jaſper, * but he was ſkil- 
ful in + 


abour among the flowers,” 
© Well, but can'ſt thou not enquire aſter him, 
if he be ſick he may need his money, he is a Chriſ- 


tian—he may be in want.” 


« Yea, and for that reaſon, I have laboured to 
find him, but he is not to be found.“ 


Poor Rebecca walked in at the concluſion of this 
dialogue, and again wept her diſappointment. 


The garden became more dear to her from the 
recollection of him who was but too conſtantly the 


object of her thoughts, morning, noon and even- 

ing; her body hovered where her ſpirit conſtantly 
was. Ten days after ſhe firſt miſſed the young 
gardener, walking at moonlight by a canal ſhaded 
with cedars, alarmed by a noiſe behind her, ſhe 

ſtarted; an elegant figure approached, it had ſcar- 
let cloaths on, and it gliſteged with gold, it was ar- 


rayed in the raiment of the workers of vanity, ſhe 
was haſtening away, it purſued her, it kneeled at 
her feet, it called her its fate, its voice was that of 


the young floriſt; but alas! it was no Quaker. 


What a tale did it unfold to a girl of ſeventeen ! 


whoſe ſoul, pure and white as the ſnow from hea- 
ven, melted at his words—He was of Engliſh pa- 


rentage, a ſoldier of family, he had been wounded 


in an engagement with the French and Indians, 
bad come to ſick quarters at Penſylvania, had fol- 


lowed 
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lowed the croud to ſee the beautiful Quaker—had 


looked—loved—and deſpaired—yet eager to feaſt 
his eyes where his ſoul's treaſure was fixed, and 


having from early youth been fond of the cultiva- 
tion of flowers, he had taken on him the habit ofa 
labourer, and in that diſguiſe long watched her 


| ſteps before ſhe had obſerved him ;—he now came 
te take a parting look; the army was again under 
marching orders: he might not ſurvive to return, . 


he did not indeed wiſh it; ſince, as he was ac- 
quainted with her parents inexorable ſentiments, 
as well as hopeleſs of her favour, life was a miſery. 
to him. 

She wept as he uttered the laſt ſentence; he was 
kneeling—bumbly kneeling—her garment only did 
he venture to touch—** Oh, thou, my ſoul adores,” 


continued he, looking up to her face, © what is 
the difference of common forms—are we not all 


children of the fame father, and oh, that I could 
ſay, vitims to the ſame paſſion.” “ | 
Tender and fond the tears ſtreamed from Re- 


becca's eyes—they | pps on the face of the 


young ſoldier. . 
« Doſt thou then pity me, cried he, are thoſe - 


thy tears—ſay; doſt thou pity me? 


Rebecca could not anſwer with:her tongue, but 
the ſoldier was encouraged——he could-ſoon change 
his queſtion “ doſt thou, Rebecca, doſt thou 
love? With extatic tranſport, with rapture in- 
expreſſible, he ſaw ſhe did—nor did the guileleſs 
creature ſeek to deny it; unc onſcious of guilt ſne 
confeſſed he was the world o her, would her pa- 
rents but conſent. 

Death was in the thought; full well the lover. 
knew it was impoſſible—the cold ſweat ſtood on 
his forehead, he implored her not to venture his 
ſenſes on that riſk—if they but ſuſpet—if it is but 


dated, I know I ſhall ſee thee no more. Rebecca 


M5 5 heſitated, . 
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heſitated, ſhe reflected on her duty to her parents, 


her religion and her principles; Reaſon painted 


them all in too ſorcible a light to be eaſily over- 


obſtinacy. 


come, but they were ſtill leſs potent than her af- 
-feQtion for the amiable ſoldier unable to reſolve 
on parting, ſhe agreed to another meeting. 


The influence of duty leflened as that of love 
enoreaſed, and every interview with her lover add- 


ed to her affection: in the courſe of a few days, 
poſitive orders arrived that the ſoldier muſt join his 
regiment hat diſtraction. now rent his breaſt, 

what anguiſh hers he dreaded the gentleneſs of 


her nature her ſenſe of duty, her obedience to 


her parents, had their objections been vincible, 


had they depended on honour, on wealth, or on 
glory, hope would have warmed his heart but 
here he had mountains to level, bigots to eonvince, 
religious zeal to overcome, prejudices almoſt born 
with them to remove from the boſom of age 
well he knew it was not to be done, and ſhould: 


they, during his abſence, eſpouſe the intereſt of 


one of their own ſeA——ſhould they urge their gen- 
tle child--how. would her ſweetneſs oppoſe their 
Rebecca ftarted, burſt into tears, affirmed ſhe. 
would ſee him no more. | 
The ſoldier threw-himſelf at her feet, implored: 


pardon, was forgiven, and offended again. 


What could love and poor ſeventeen do? Re- 
becca was united to her lover in the preſence of a 
Female friend, a Quaker, by the Chaplain of the 


regiment, under a ſolemn vow on the part of the 


huſband, not to claim his bride, during the life of 
ber parents -in a few hours after the ceremony 


they parted. 


The female, whom Rebecca intruſted with this 
important ſecret, was her ſecond couſin, and ſiſter. 


40 Mr. Burgeſs, who was then paſſionately 2 | 
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. —wretched Rebecca, ſhe was not deſtined to re- 
ceive one.—In a ſkirmiſh through a wood in their 
way to the army, the party he commanded was 


ed, and his ſcalp carried to. the enemy's quarters, 


ing as it was unavalling.. 
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with his beautiful relation; thro' her medium all 
letters were to paſs from the huſband to the bride 


e. £9 > bees 


Cut to pieces by the Indians—her huſband was kill- 


1 1 - - 
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The agony this news gave to Rebecca threw her 
into a fever, from which ſhe was not expected to 
recover; but its violence, contrary to the opinion 
of the faculty, gave way to her youth and excellent 
conſtitution—ſhe wes reſtored to ſorrow as unceal-- 


* n 


„ This,” ſaid Rebecca to her couſin, “ this is 
the reward of diſobedience— this 15 the conſequence 
of a deviation. from our principles of religion—but, 
oh! my dear, my beloved huſband, that I, inſtead * 
of thou, had been the victim? „ 

A ſhort period convinced her the marriage could 
not without great difficulty be concealed—ſhe was 
pregnant—her good couſin, who was under an en- 
gagement to an Engliſh merchant, delayed her 


voyage but till the painful moment was paſt. 


Daniel Burgeſs, the brother, was at that time 
making propoſals to old Zephaniah and his wife for 
their daughter; he procured their conſent, but the 
ill health of the young friend obliged him to defer 
making his application to her he had a houſe, in 
another province; change of air was ordered for 
the unhappy bride—ner friend propoſed inviting 
her there, but then it was neceſſary to make the 


brother a confidant; Rebecca conſented, and Da- 
niel had the miſery of hearing that the object of his 


love had been the wedded wife of another but 


Daniel's heart was filled with the“ milk of human 
| kindneſs ;” her misfortunes added to thoſe charms 
which were before ſeraphic—he. engaged his ſer- 
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vice, and received the idol of his ſoul with every 


appearance of brotherly love. 


From his houſe, they continued to follow one 
excuſe with another, till Rebecca was delivered of 
a fine boy, which her couſin kept concealed till ſhe 


went to England, whither ſhe took him with her, and 
at her arrival placed him under the care of a faith- 


ſul honeſt perſon, in the vicinity of the metropolis. 
Meanwhile Rebecca's father and mother, being 
very far advanced in vears, had but one wiſh—it 


was to ſee their darling ſettled. Daniel Burgeſs 


continued on terms of triendiiip with the fair Qua- 
ker; but while he cheriſhed an unconquerable af- 
fection for her, the ſacredneſs of ker grief prevent-. 
ed his ſaying a ſyllable of „ig own, till called on by 
Zephaniah for the reaſon why he did net proſecute 


- a ſuitto his daughter, which had received his ſanc-- 


tion. 


A perſon lefs delicate, leſs generous than the- 
beautiful Rebecca, might have conſtrued this. 
backward addreſs of her lover into want of affeQti- 
on but be ſaw the ſtruggles of his heart—he was. 
in poſſeſſion of her only ſecret—the ſenſihility, the 
friendſhip he had ſhown her in her ſorrows— the 


cafe with which he had guarded her fame—his. 


faithful love, and the re ſpectſul manner in which 


he had repreſſed his own wiſhes, called for her gra- 


titude, yet her heart was too firmly fixed on her: 


| firſt choice to be ſcon changed; ſhe heſitated, and 


delayed till: her mother. and father in one day took. 
to their beds; and joined in entreating her to let 
them depart in the pleaſing certainty of leaving. 
their only child ſecured from the wiles of an evil 
generation, which they could not be aſſured of but: 


by ſeeing her united to their friend Burgeſs. 


She obeyed the dying injunctions of her parents, 
and they ſurvived the event they deſired, Zephaniah- 
four days only, his wife three weeks—and very ou | 

; N | 1 ter- 
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after Mr. Burgeſs's removal for England was acce- 
lerated by a ſummons, for him to. ſucceed his uncle. 
in London. 

Mrs. Burgeſs was impatient to.. ſee her infant; 
ſhe had received from her friend the moſt flattering 
account of him, he was the image of his father, 
and the lovelieſt of children; four..years were elap- 
ſed ſince the death of her, huſband, and ſhe deter- 
mined, with Mr. Burgeſs's conſent, to introduce 
him, to his, father's family as ſoon. as. ſhe reached 
England; the riches . Mr. - Burgeſs inherited from 
his uncle, were very. conſiderable; her's from her 
father beyond his expectations; whether they had, 
or had not. a. family, there would be abundance | = 

more than enough to provide for the- child, in caſe il 
his father's relations objected to receive him. | 

With all a mother's anxiety for the offspring of 
the man ſhe doated on—with all the impatience,of 
ardent , maternal. love, Mrs, Burgeſs reached her 
ſiſter· in· la w's in London. 

The good woman's face was clouded with grief 
tears guſhed from her eyes the inſtant ſhe ſaw - 

E Mrs. Burgeſs; inſtead of meeting her embrace, ſne 
retreated from. Mts eden her. ee in a. ban 
kerchief. 5 

The mother's fond: enquiries were angel wü 
ſighs; and the agony. this conduct inflicted, en- 

creaſed by: an explanation of the cauſe. 

I have ſaid that the child was placed at a ſmall 
village, under the care of a faithful dependant, and 
that he was doated on by his protectreſs and her- 
huſband,-who.was-enquiring for a ſchool fit to ſend 
him to; but their care was fruſtrated, and the 
lady's heart broken (as ſne never had a day? s health 
after) the villainy of ſome, deſigning perſpn, who 
ftole the child from the door of its nurſe, and had 
done it with ſuch ſecrecy, and precaution, that no 
poſſible trace could be found where it was _— 
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altho? every ſtep was taken that human invention 
could ſuggeſt tor that purpoſe ; different ſums were 
offered for recovering the child; the laſt, a thou- 
ſand pounds; but not one cireumſtance tranſpired 
that could give the leaſt ſatisfaction. 

This was a thunderbolt to the poor mother 
tears, hyſtericks, and faintings were followed by a 
conſtant hectic habit, a continued fever on her 
ſpirits and weak nerves. The ſearch was recom- 
menced with freſh vigour, but attended with no 
ſucceſs. Mrs Burgeſs's ſiſter died in leſs than a 
year, and gratitude only could have induced Mrs. 
Burgeſs to wiſh to live; ſhe did, indeed, exiſt, but 
equally diſpoſſeffed of health and peace. 

The day the young officer parted from her, he 
Vote to his mother, in confidence, an account of 
his marriage, with the reſtrictions his wife laid on 
him not to claim her during the life of her parents, 
in order, if he did not return among the living, ſhe 

0 if ſhe choſe it, be acknowledged by his fa- 
milly: — the lady, on hearing of her fon's death, 
wrote to the young Quaker, and Rebecca rejoiced 
in the hope of preſenting her with the likeneſs: of. 
her lamented ſon; but deprived of that power, 
ere had never. wiſhed. to ſee any part of the fa- 


CHAPTER IVI. 
4 Wife's, Reproof, _ 


Ox comparing the time When Mrs. Burgeſs's. 
child was kidnapped, with-the proofs of the death 
of Mrs. Dellmore, and the deſcription of the two: 
children adduced on the trial, though by the eſcape 
of one evidence the impoſtor could not be identifi- 
ed; and on recolleQion of Henry's remarkable 8 
ES | i. neſs 
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neſs to her huſband, Mrs. Burgeſs once more flat-. 
| tered herſelf ſne had found her ſon found him, 
and in the ſame moment, more irretrie vably loſt 
him than ever hope had always hitherto animated 


her boſom, anxious as it was, ſtill it was hope; but 


a wanderer, delirious in a high fever - where 
could he be concealed; every means had failed to 
diſcover him; was it not likely, moſt likely he had 
fallen a victim either to the phrenzy or the fever? 
it was no longer in her power to ſupport her fate 
»—— [he ſunk under her ſorrow, and ſaw her ap- 
proaching end with the calm reſignation of pi 
tigued traveller. | 
The tender grief of Clara Elton endeared that 
young lady to her heart, it was a ſweet, a melting 


” 
- 


proof of the merit of the youth, whom ſhe perſiſted 


in believing was her ſon, to ſee him ſincerely la- 


mented by ſo amiable a young woman; and it was. 


to Clara an inexhauſtible ſource, both of tranſport 
and grief, to hear from her the avowed tenderneſs, 
the delicate regard for her honour and peace, which: 
filled the heart of Henry Dellmore, his ſentiments 
in her. favour, to which ſhe had been hitherto. a: 


ftranger, gave additional ſtrength both to her paſſi- 


on and regret. It was ſome conſolation, however, 
to be a comfort to his mother, to mingle tears and 
ſorrow with ſo amiable. a woman, and to feel her 
partiality for Henry confirmed by the approbation 
of ſo many reſpectable characters. 


Mrs. Cadogan, eager to ſee her children, ſet off ; 


for Eſher. as ſoon as they arrived, but ſhe left. Clara 
at no loſs for a, companion, for. although Jemima 
was not entirely baniſned from her affections, Th 12 
enjoyed a melancholy pleaſure in the attachment 
ſhe felt to Mrs. Burgeſs. : 


Mr. Franklin, who recei 


ved a. prefling requeſt 


from: his ſiſter to return to Eſher, had not yet learnt 
to put a negative on her wiſhes; and as Clara's 
. | | | 5 ſoeiety 
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bociety was become ſo dear to the unhappy- 


Mrs. Burgeſs, he conſented to leave her be- 
hind. 


Change of air was the laſt preſcription the wor- 


thy Mr. Littleton could give the dying Quaker; it 


was of no importance to her where ſhe was carri- 
ed; not the lively grief, the heart - burſting ſorrow 
of her huſband, not the unbounded poſſeſſion of 


wealth, nor any of the world's enjoyments could 


baniſh from her mind the laſt ſad diſappointment ; 
but though in a ſtate of the utmoſt weakneſs, . 
though it was painful for her to move even acroſs. 
the. room, ſhe conſented. to the preſcription of the 
Doctor at the requeſt of her huſband, not becauſe - 
ſhe was herſelf deſirous of life, but becauſe his life - 
was wrapt in hers. 

Briſtol Hot Wells was the place fixed on for 
their invalid, and Clara went to Faſt Sheen to ſee. 
her old friends, previous to her leaving Clapham. 
The firſt perſon ſhe ſaw, on entering the parlour, 
was Mr. Downe, very gallantly entertaining Jemi- 
ma; there was alſo on a tea viſit Mr. and Mrs. Puf- 
fardo, with the accompliſhed Billy Holcombe and 


another gentleman and lady. The firſt compli- 


ments were hardly paſſed when Mr. Puffardo recol- 
ledcted a monſtrous clever thing that had happened 


to him at the city aſſembly. 


« You muſt: know, Mis. Elton,” ſaid the educa- 
cator of young gentlemen, that I and Billy Hol- 


combe obtained tickets, and ſo I thought it was a 
very polite place, and none there but people of 

character none of your what dye call'm doings— 
none of your Bachanalians, or them ſort of things; 


nor none of your ſhabroon vulgar. creatures, none 


but ſubſtantial people like myſelf---we'd go. . 


you muſt know, Miſs Elton, though I kee 

e [ don't care that about it (ſnapping bis * 

ets); * * it for my divartion, nothing 2 
the 
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the world elſe, and being an independant man, 
as I am, may be a gentleman as ſoon as I 
pleaſe.” | Fg: 
„wonder you don't pleaſe, Mr. Puffardo,” 
cried Jemima, *© I think it the pleaſanteſt thing in 
the world to be a gentleman—I wiſh any body 
would make a gentlewoman of me, fee whether L 
would ſet a foot in a ſchool. 
Why, as to that, Miſs,” anſwered Puffardo, 


every body to their fancy, as the old woman ſaid, 
many men, many minds, what's one man's meat is 


another man's poiſon ; I can take my friend by the 
hand when and where I pleaſe ; what of that, I 
muſt have my divarſions, I muſt unbend, I might 
be introduced among the great, but Lord as I ſay, 
what ſarvice can that be of to me; a certain friend 


of mine ſays to me, Puffardo, ſays he, you're loſing 


your time in this here low way, ſays he, you are a 
man, ſays he, of that ſenſe and abilities, ſays he, 


and ſays he, I know you are rich; why, I denied it, 
but, Lord, he knew better; you are, ſays he, I 


know you are, and ſays he, I mentioned you yeſter- 
day to a certain great perſonage, and he was ſur- 


| pans to hear of your talents—and I aſſure you, 
iſs Elton, I might have had an illuſtrious viſitor, 


but I did not like it, for as I ſaid to my friend, what 
ſarvice can it be of to me?” 


« Well, Mr. Puffardo,” cried Jemima, © but. 


did all this happen at the city aſſembly ?” 


« O I beg pardon, no; what I was going. ts. 
tell you was a piece of aſſurance of that beggarly 


fellow Mumps.“ 
«© Who?” cried Miſs Elton, colouring, 
6 Who?” ſaid Jemima, eagerly. 


«© Why you remember him, Miſs Elton---Mrs. . 
Napper, you recolle& the fellow I kept out, of 
charity, Sir Henry, as we uſed to call him.“ Well, 
Mr, Puffardo, from. every mouth. — WR 


) 


* 
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as you are alive there, had he got into the family 
of a capital merchant, one Mr. Gab, and was on 
the point of marriage with his daughter, to be ſure, 
we poppedon himrather unexpeedly---eh, Billy— 
ſome how or. other the feller had good cloaths, and 
did not look amiſs, but we took him down—there 
he Fad got a quality name, indeed—l believe IL 
ſhou'd not have known him, only Billy wanted a 
partner, ſo I makes a few erquiries, and Miſs Gab 
being pointed out as a city heireſs—l ſays, Billy, 
fays I, now's your time, but Miſs was engaged, 

her mama ſaid, to a perſon of quality. I thought 
I knew moſt of the people of quality, ſo. up I goes 
to take a peep, and who ſhould it be but Mumps. 

Pray, Sir,” ſaid a ſun- burnt young man, who, 

in company with a good looking woman, was come 
to ſee her daughter, did. that Mumps, as you call 
him, go by the name of Conway? 

& He did, Sir,” anſwered Puffardo, © I. brought 
him up; it was eaſy toſee he was ,a dirty low- born 
fellow, not the leaſt bit of a gentleman in him, 1 


| always faid that the dog would be hanged.” 


ou did,” ſaid the fun-burnt young man, 
then you told add lye.” 

Puffardo ſtarted—the lady was in tears, and the 
young man was on tip-toe with rage. 

'«. | tell you— you ſcoundrel, all you have been 
ſaying is a parcel of lies did not know that Henry 
Conway was Dellmore, but I know he was as ho- 
neſt a fellow as any. alive, and perhaps, you Mr, 
Puff, what the devil is your dirty name, may look 
a little fooliſh, when 1 tell you, Mrs. Dellmore 
is now in London with forty-thouſand pounds in 
her pocket, for this ſame gallows bird -you are 

Pleaſed to abuſe ſo; and I'll tell you another ſecret 
' —and J anſwer your proverb at one and the ſame 
time, honeſty is the beſt policy Mrs. Dellmore 
that was, the widow Neſbit that is, my own. _ 
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and whether Henry be her ſon or not, thoſe that 
dare ſpeak to the impeachment. of his honour, fhall 
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do it through my heart's blood, d—me, ſhall 
they.” | ; 


The aſtoniſhment of the company, at this ſpeech, 
was general, though the eff<Qs were various. Put- 


fardo, ſtrange to tell, was out of countenance, his 
face of various colours, and his wife, having to her 


2 ſatisfaction not opened her lips, was quite at 


berty to reflect on her huſband, which her looks 


ſhewed ſhe would take the farit opportunity of do- 


Mrs. Napper was endeavouring, by farther en- 


quiries, to hear ſomething more of Dellmore=— 


Jemima's eyes were fixed on Clara, and her's were 
fuffuſed with tears, yet full of eager attention. 
The young man informed them, his name was 


Montgomery, he was brother to Mrs. Neſbit, 


who was juſt come from Ireland, where ſhe went 


on this very buſineſs, in her way from the Eaſt; 
and we are all in purſuit of this ſame beggarly fel- 


low, ſaid he, looking fiercely at Puffardo the 
lady who accompanied him, was, he faid, his bro- 


ther's widow, and it was to the generoſity of Mrs. 


Neſwbit that ſhe owed the power of providing - for 
her family; he arrived in the river himſelf but a few 


days, before, and would give all he was worth to get 


along-ſide of his friend; at the ſame time, conti- 


nued he, I ſhall be under great obligations to any 
of you, who can inform me where I may hear any | 
tidings of Mr. Dellmore. | 3 
Pcor Clara, overcome by the different ſenſations 
which the preceding converſation had raiſed in her 
mind, and entirely off all guard, now wrung her 


hands, and burſting with agony, anſwered, he 


ma. a” . :. -: 


The lion- looking Montgomery was in an inſtant 


Changed into the lamb. Why, ſure, Miſs, ſaid 


2 
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he, that muſt be a galley-packet, ſomebody or 
other has told you fo juſt to vex you—if it be true, 
my ſiſter will break her heart, poor woman, that's 


near done already.” Montgomery was a rough, 


unpoliſhed, uneducated ſailor, he had not learnt. 


« To liſp and nick- name God's creatures.“ 


But, without any learning at all, he was a general 


favourite with the wamen. Miss Elton had been 
but half an hour in his company, ſhe could weep 
on his ſhoulder, own her love, and repeat the laſt 
fad circumſtances, they were acquainted with reſ- 


pecting Dellmore, without a bluſh ; ſhe gloried in 
her fondneſs for the amiable youth; and vowed to 


lament him while ſhe had life. 


Mr. Puffardo not being quite ſo much at home- 
as at the beginning of the viſit, thought proper, at 


this period, to take himſelf off, followed by his lady. 


and beau Billy. 


They were no ſ6oner out of teiting; than Billy: 


was ſorry they went out that afternoon. Mr. Puf- 
fardo dared to ſay that wasa half crazy ſailor, who- 

did not know what he ſaid, and Mrs. Puffardo was 

aſtoniſhed, ſo much as ſhe had faid to her ſpouſe, 

and ſo often as ſhe had warn'd him of letting his. 
tongue run before he knew his company, that he 
Ae ſtill 8 on lg making g himſelf ridiculous. 

10 


ardo did not like to be leQured. _ 
Ms. Puffer liked nothing ſo much as lecturing, 


etgo, Mr. and Mrs. Puffardo were not like to 
come to a point; they quarrelled, it was nothing 
new; they fought, it was what they had done be- 
fore; they recollected themſelves, and: it was well 
they did. 
They were ſeen en, in the cotinſh of the | 

evening, 3 arm in- arm, be · deared each other till bed 
5 * 


* 


W 
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time, and behind the curtain the ſame . 


Was renewed with the ſame conſequences. 


And ſo on to the end of the chapter. 


CHAPTER Ln. 
22 Penitent. 


Sheen, ſhe coldly requeſted Mr. Downe to preſent 
her dutiful compliments to his lady; the polite 


huſband, with ſowe embarraſſment, replied, that 


as Mrs. Downe was not acquainted with the buſi- 
neſs that occaſioned his being in J. ondon, and as 


| W HEN Clara parted with her friends a at Faſt 


he had ſome family reaſons for concealing-it, he 
ſhould eſteem himfelf much obliged to Miſs Elton 


if ſne would not mention to Mr. Franklin his having 


had the honour to ſee her at Faſt Sheen. Clara's 


anſwer, to this requeſt, was a ſlight formal curtſey, 


as he had handed her into Mr. Burgeſs's charivtz -. 
and her reflections, during her ride to Clapham, 


were not to either his advantage or that of her quon- 


dam governeſs. 


Miſs Elton” s accidental interview with Mr. Mont- 
gomery, put a ſtop to the Briſtol journey, as Mrs. 
Burgeſs had every reaſon to flatter herſelf, that the 


_ arrival of Henry's pretended mother, would one 


way or other determine her fate; and ſhe waited. 


her. 


> = Clara 


in the moſt painſul anxiety for the notice Mr. Mont- 
gomery had promiſed to ſend Clara, of a viſit from N 


A week having expired ſince Miſs Flton's s meet=' 
| ing him at Eaſt Sheen, Mrs. Burgeſs was relapſing 
into deſpondency when, as they were taking coffee, 
4 Neſbit and 82 Montgomery were announc= 
ed. | 


2 
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Clara would have received them in another room, 
but Mr. Burgeſs, in a voice of eager curioſity, 
begged they might be ſhewn into theirs: 
Mr. Montgomery entered, ſupporting his ſiſter, 
whoſe anxiety of mind had very much added to 
her indiſpoſition, and whoſe extreme weakneſs 
rendered his aſſiſtance neceſſary. 5 
Clara aroſe, and although her heart revolted 
from the idea of friendſhip for a woman, whoſe 
artful conduct had involved the man ſhe loved'in 
fuch a ſeries of misfortunes ; the extreme melan- 
choly and dejeQtion of her countenance, in which 


ſickneſs and ſorrow had made equal ravages, her — 
emaciated form and flowing tears reached the heart ] 
of the gentle Clara, in a language ſhe could not 
reſiſt. | | | Þ 
A filent guſh of anguifh filled an awful interval 
that laſted a few moments, after which, Mrs. Neſ- * 
bit addreſſed Miſs Elton, “ you ſee, Madam,” ſaid 4 
ſhe, ſtruggling with her emotions, “ before you, 9 
the ſad remains of a woman, whofe guilty conduck fi 
would have deprived you of your inheritance ; lit- K 
tle, very little, can I urge in my own defence, C 
little to extenuate my guilt towards you; but as the ſu 
law has made you reſtitution, as it has inveſted - 
you with the eſtate to which you are the legal and C 
undoubted heireſs; and as it has pleaſed Heaven to 
put me into the juſt poſſeſſion of a fortune that will ry 
enable me to return with ample intereſt, the ſums re 
I received of your Tight after my ſon's death, I pr 


ſhould not, had I no other cauſe for the anguiſh 
that will ſoon put a painſul period to my, exiſtence, 
deſpair of your forgiveneſs, nor yet, what is of ſtill. 
more importance, of being at peace with myſelf.” 
„ Ah!” ſaid Clara; © but the other, the moſt 
cruel, the unfeeling part, at which could influ- 
ence you to abandon to mifery and want, the moſt 
io | amiable, 
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amiable, the—the”—burſting into tears, „ the 


deareſt youth,” 9 0 
Charming young lady,“ replied Mrs. Neſbit, 


cc how 1 honour, how | admire your ſweet ſenſibi- 


lity, for that indefenſible, that horrid part of my 
life, fwhich concerned the unhappy youth; I have di- 


ed a lingering unpitied death; but oh ! Miſs Elton, 
all that Puffardo could inform me, from him I have 
heard; and I have traced the poor deſerted victim 
till he was my Companion in the ſhip, which 
brought me from the Indies.“ 

« Heavens ! cried Clara, ſtarting, When 9—— 


We have loſt him; when was he with you? was it 


lately, ſince November?“ 
Mrs. Nefbit ſighed, and the tranſient hope that 


had animated Clara's features, was no more. 
„Mr. Gab,“ continued Mrs. Neſbit, ©* from 
whoſe friendſhip he was diſcarded, as I underſtand 


from his lady and himſelf, on account of ſome irre- 
gularities in his conduQ, ſome youthful ſallies, I 


| ſuppoſe, accounts for his leaving England in the 


King's ſervice, as he ſays he recommended him to 


Captain Manly; I am, myſelf, therefore, only : 


ſurpriſed at his ſo ſudden return, as I am ſure he 


| parted on terms of reciprocal eſteem with. the 


Captain, | * 
Every body loved, every body eſteemed Hen- 


ry Dellmore,” ſobbed Clara. But you ſay he 
returned in the ſame ſhip with you, pray, madam, 


proceed; did he recollect you, or you him?“ 


„We unfortunately parted without an idea of 
the near connection that had once endeared us to 
each other ; time, which has ripened into mature 


beauty, the infant graces with which he was a- 


dorned, when I left him, and the change of his | 


name, (as then he was called Conway) prevented 


my having a thought, that the moſt amiable young 
man, I ever ſaw, was him, whom I was in eager 
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purſuit of; and ſickneſs, vexation, and the cruel 
ravage of the ſmall pox, undoubtedly deſtroyed e- 
very trace of remembrance.” | 

Friend,“ interrupted the good Quaker, who 
felt for the impatience of his wife, “ if thou art ſin- 
cere in thy penitence, why doſt thou delay to re- 
veal thy trangreſſion ; thou haſt, thou ſayeſt, a ſin 
to atone for, more heinous than that of robbing 
this innocent maiden of her birthright ; thou art 
willing, and as thou ſayeſt, able to make her re- 
tribution.—But here is a worthy member of ſociety 
loſt by thy means, ultimately.it is by thy means, to 
the world, to his parents. N 

Mrs. Neſbit wept. 5 

* Had he parents, and could thy gold bribe 
them to ſell their ſon for the purpoſe of iniquity 7” 

« Oh! no!'no !” cried ſhe, wringing her hands. 
Were they then dead? and didſt thou adopt an 
orphan for thy own wicked ends, and cruelly deſert 
him, when his innocence-could no longer aſliſt thy 
cunning ?” | | | 

The emotions of the penitent Mrs. Neſbit, at 

the ſolemn and ſevere interrogatories of Mr. Bur- 
| gels, overcame her ſpirits ; ſhe fainted, and Mrs. 
Burgeſs, who ſat in her eaſy chair, the picture of 
anguiſh, was near being in the ſame ſituation, yet 
| ſhe would not leave the room, and when Mrs. Neſ- 
bit was recovered from her fit, Mr. Burgeſs reſum- 
ed the ſubject. But Montgomery, who loved his 
ſiſter, and who indeed was under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations ſo to do, inſiſted on her returning to town, 
without entering further on a ſubject, that To evi- 
.dently diſtreſſed her. 5 
* But we,” ſaid the trembling Mis. Burgeſs, 
c are alſo in diſtreſs; it is of importance to us to 
hear thy ſiſters account of herſelf and this youth. 
Behold,” extending her late beautiful hand and arm 
now reduced to a ſkeleto. “ behold the victim of 
| e barbaritj; 
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barbarity ; tell me, I beſeech thee, where thou ob- 
tainedſt that wretched youth, confeſs,” raiſing her 
voice, and fire darting from her eyes. Didit thou 
not ſteal him from the graſp of his fond mother 
Avert not thy guilty eyes, but ſpeak, confeſs, tell 
me, woman, haſt thou not more than murdered me ? 
Where, where is my child, my ſon, the image 
of my murdered love ?” This exertion of ſpirits, in 
the almoſt lifeleſs Quaker, which aſtoniſhed Mr. 
Burgeſs and Clara, as much as it alarmed them 
was inſtantly ſucceeded by her uſual hyſterics, and 
ſhe was as unable to hear as Mrs. Neſbit was to 
repeat the remainder of her ſtory, But the latter, 
| ſomething recovered, ſolemnly addreſſed Clara: 
& Iam now, Miſs Elton, leaving you, I bid you 
adieu for ever, I am adviſed to try what Liſbon will 
do for my broken conſtitution ; I know it is the laſt 1 
ineffectual reſource ; before I leave England I will _: d 
write to you; the cauſe of that ſaint-looking ere 
ture's exceſſive diforder, is a myſtery to me; for bte ü 
aſſured, I have not injured Ar; Henry Dellmore's |} 
mother has long paid the debt, ſoon to be demand- 
ed of me; I am aſſured the loſs of her ſon broke 
her heart; poor injured woman; Heaven only 
knows the conſtitution of my ſoul on her account; 
could I but have been ſuffered to have rendered the 
dear youth happy, it would, I have long fondly hop- 
ed, be a palhation of my guilt ; but even that is 
denied to me,” N 5 7] 
At leaſt, madam,” ſaid Clara, © give Mrs, Bur- 
eſs all the ſatisfaction in your power; her firſt, 
indeed her only child, was cruelly ſtolen from his 
nurſe, his age, the time your ſon died; and various 
other circumſtances have contributed; to perſuade 
her, our Henry was her's ; and perhaps,;'when ſhe 
is convinced ſhe is miſtaken, her anguiſh at: his 
double loſs, may ſubſide, and ſhe may be reſtored 
to health” ?“ | e 
Vor. II. N as Be 
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“% Be aſſured,” replied Mrs. Neſbit, « J will 
write to you every particular; but is it indeed cer- 
tain, are there no hopes of recovering our poor 


fugitive ?” 


6 I have enquired, „ ſaid Montgomery, © at the 


Spunging-houſe, from whence. he went in the 
height of his delirium, and of the good Doctor 
Who attended him, and he dropped a tear I can- 


not find. 


“ Say no more, brother, ſay no more, rental 


Miſs. Elton,” ſaid Mrs. Neſbit, embracing her, N 


God preſerve you as well from temptation as 
from evil; “ and ſhe left the houſe with as much 
| expedition as her weak. ſtate of health would 


permit. 


Clara returned then to Mrs. Burgeſs's apart- 


ment, where ſhe yet continued her faintings, which 


' terrified and diſtracted her huſband. Doctor Lit- 
tleton was ſent for, and gave it as his deciſive opi- 
nion, that ſuch another ſhock as her ſpirits had 
then received, would be her death; her preſcrip- 
tions ſomewhat compoſed her; but when the opiate 
the ſwallowed loſt its effect, and ſhe regained her 


mental powers, her firſt enquiries were after. the 


barbarous woman, who ſhe perſiſted in —_— 
had ſtolen her child; and it was with the utmo 
difficulty ſhe could be reſtrained from going in 


perſon after her. 


Mr. Burgeſs tenderly remonſtrated, he implor- 


ed her to be patient. 


© Oh! Daniel,” cried the afflicted woman, 


& couldſt thou have thought the heart of thy Re- 


becca would be ever filled with a thirſt after re- 
venge ?—but that vile woman, will not juſtice 


overtake her ? - Is ſhe not amenable to the law ? 
Oh! my child, my child, where, where didſt 


thou periſh, where. was the maternal. boſom that 
ſhould have od thine aching head! Even now, 


* 
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perhaps, his dear body lies expoſed to the wind of 
Heaven, and his noble father looks down with in- 
dignation on the mother, who abounds in wealth, 

on whom the air muſt not rudely blow, but whoſe 
only ſon expires for want. Oh ! Daniel, wilt thou 
not purſue the woman whoſe iniquity. has murdered - 
thy Rebecca? | 
The heart-piercing ſorrow of Mrs. Burgeſs was 


felt by her huſband and her young friend; but it 


was not immediately in their power to gratify her 
in following Mrs. Neſbit, as Clara had not aſked; 
her addreſs, and Mr. Burgeſs had no opportunity 
of doing it, being too much taken up with his at- 
tention to his wife, to think on her; but as Mrs. 
Burgeſs continued to urge him to ſeek her, he was 
on the point of going to make enquiries after her at 
Mr. Benwell's, when a packet was delivered to (la- 
ra that baniſhed every kind of doubt; and if a cer- 
tainty of miſery is, as ſome people; affirm, more 
endurable then ſuſpenſe, Mrs. Burgeſs had that 
poor conſolation; it was directed to Miſs Elton, 
and contained the following extraordinary reci- 


| | - "> 
„ Madam, „ 
WIEN you receive this I ſhall be on my way 
to Liſbon; I cannot bear the ſevere goodneſs of your 
friends; but have. not, thank God I have not, 
injured that angelic woman l am haſtening to that 
5. bourne from whence no traveller returns.“ I 
have made my will, and leſt one-third of my for- 
tune, with all my jewels, to you, as an atonement 
for the injuries I have offered you; one-third: to 
my brot her, and the reſidue betweer che widbw 
and children of my eideſt brother. I incloſe a 
narrative that would have been found at my death 
among my papers; ſhew it to your friend, that ſhe 
may be convinced I have not, as the charged me, 
475 * es: N 2 deen 
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been acceſſary to her death; TI am too ill to add to 
this letter any more than my prayers for your hap- pa. 


ineſs. 

Ml H. NESBIT.” bes 
4. ; 

(Encloſed in the foregoing. ) m 


« THAT the miſeries of my life, that the ſting ch 
of guilt, that the curſe of hypocriſy may be known 


to the world, and in hopes that the uncorrupted co 
may fly from the path where the writer of this nar- Fat 
rative was undone, it is ſhe who commits to pa- as | 
per actions that will blacken her fame for ever. died 
Henrietta Montgomery was only daughter of pert 
an Iriſh officer of family, whoſe commiſſion was the ter 
whole ſupport of himſelf and four ſons; the eldeſt whe 
being bee to an Embaſſy, and literally, a man ks 
of the world. 5 
At the time Colonel Montgomery died, which 2 
was in his 44th year, Henrietta was juſt entered | 5 
her eighteenth—young, handſome, gay and ſpright= en 8 
ly; the elder Mr. Montgomery had. contracted Fate 
an intimacy, ot Paris with a young man of eaſy As 
2 and heir to a large * 
temper, grez. good nature, and het! larg kis > 
eſtate ; with a view, as he confeſſed, to gain an 40 
eligible ſettlement for his ſiſter; on the death of Mr 
her father he ſent for. her to Paris, and having rough 
placed her in a reputable convent, he carried his and, 
friend to viſit her. i . 
„The thing he had preconcerted exactly hap- 4 
pened; Mr. Dellmore was captivated at the firſt bi. — 
interview, and a marriage very ſoon took place, privat 
greatly to the diſpleaſure of Sir Henry Dellmore, 3 
the bridegroom's father, who refuſed to be recon- band 
ciled to his ſon, till he heard Mrs. Dellmore was mery's 
far advanced in her pregnancy. EE” whithe 
>< Sir Henry was particularly ambitious: of per- Monte 


petuating his name and family ; and in the hopes J Cp 


PPP ne - 
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of ſucceeding in this his firſt wiſh, obtained his par® 
don and protection; Mr. Dellmore and his bride 


were both received by the old gentleman, at Dell- 


more Court, where they continued till the ſon un- 
fortunately fell from his horſe, at a hunting party, 
and fractured his ſkull, 5 
„Sir Henry did not long outlive his ſon; his grand- 
child had engroſſed all his grand-father's care and 
tenderneſs, but he gave proof that he had never 
cordially forgiven his daughter-in-law for the Iriſh: 
trick, which he ever called her marriage to his ſon, 
as his will left no proviſion for her: if her child 
died before he came of age, his whole eſtate and 


perſonals were in that caſe bequeathed to his daugh-_ 


ter; this will, which ſuggeſted the impious act, for 
which the heart of the unhappy widow will ever 
bleed, filled her with the moſt diſtreſſing alarm, on. 
every little indiſpoſition of her ſon; it was not only 
a darling child, an only ſon, ſor whoſe exiſtence 
ſhe trembled, her daily bread, her actual ſubſiſt- 
ence depended on his life . in this wretched predi- 
cament ſhe was found by her brother, when the 
Ambaſſador to France was changed, ind he took: 
his reſidence with Mrs. Dellmore. | 
„Mr. Montgomery was a man of penetration. 
and cunning ; the intrigues of ſtate affairs had tho- 
roughly verſed him in chicanery and diſſimulation; 
and, when his ſiſter was ſinking in deſpair, at the 
appearance of the ſmall-pox on her child, he 
charged her to diſguiſe her feelings, and ſent her- 
on pretence of taking a ſmall tour, to poor and 


private lodgings on Epping Foreſt. 


«& A faithful female Iriſh domeſtic, who had 


been foſter mother to ſeveral of Colonel Montgo- 


mery's. children, was at that period in England, 
whither ſhe had come to ſee Mrs. Dellmore ; Mr. 


n 


2 kept her with him, to aſſiſt in a 
ſeheme he 


d long determined to put in executi- 
| N 3 „ 
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on, in caſe of the fatal event of the child's death 3 
on her fidelity he could depend, and Mrs. Dell- 
more thought her maid was alſo incorruptible, 

„From the firſt appearance of the eruption, 


which, though Mrs. Dellmore had not had the fatal 


diſtemper, ſhe attended herſelf ; they knew there 
was nu hope of ſaving the young heir, who was, at 


that period, juſt turned of four years old ; he was 


privately interred, and his mother and her ſervant 
proceeded to the continent by direction of her 
brother, by whom ſhe was ſoon joined by a beau- 
tiful boy ſo like her own child, that even a mother 
might have been deceived, had ſhe not cloſed the 


dying eyes of her own ſon; the relation Mr. Mont- 


gomery gave of the means whereby he procured 
this ſubſtitute, was, that he ſpent ſeveral days un- 


der different diſguiſes, in ſearching the villages 
round the metropolis, chiefly among poor people, 
for a child whoſe age, ſize and complexion, reſem- 


bled the deceaſed ; that, after ſeveral tedious ex- 


curſions, he, at length, ſaw the deſtined prize at 


play before a ſmall” neat houſe in a field near 
Wandfworthz that he made enquiries at a neigh- 


Me 


bouring public-houſe, and found he was the ſon of 


a Quaker, of the name of Champion, who had 
placed him to nurſe with the woman, who was wife 


to a gentleman's gardener in the neighbourhood, 


and had formerly lived ſervant in Mrs. Champion's 
family. Whatever reluctance Mr. Montgomery 


might feel at depriving a reſpeQable family of their 


offspring,  ſelf-preſervation was ah impulſe too 


ſtrong for humanity ; the boy's remarkable likeneſs 


to his nephew, and the eaſe with which it appear- 


ed he might be conveyed away, were incentives to 


his intentions, and he returned to town to con- 
cert meaſures with his confederate io complete 
their purpoſe. N 
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Hie purchaſed a phaeton and pair to prevent a 
poſſibility of diſcovery from drivers or ſervant, and 
the woman having watched an opportunity, put 


the child into the carriage, which Mr. Montgome- 


ry immediately drove off to the Kentiſh road; the 
woman contrived to change the child's cloaths, and 
having now a pretty chubby faced girl, inſtead of a 
ſtolen boy, they ventured to flacken their pace, 
and reached the Continent without ſuſpicion, the 
ſweetneſs of the infant's temper rendering it an 
eaſy matter to keep him in ſpirits and good hu- 
mour ; his fex being again changed, the faithful 
Iriſh woman was ſent home, and the family conti- 
nued abroad three years, Wing which time, Mrs; 
Ilmore obſerved a familiarity between her bro- 
ther and the maid ſervant who attended her, which, 


however, ſhe was obliged to appear ignorant of, 
as ſhe was ſo wholly in their power; ſhe returned 


to England with a thouſand ſecret fears on her 
mind, and in a ſtate of unenviabſe ſubjection to her 
brother and his miſtreſs. By requeſt of the latter, 
the young Sir Henry was placed at a ſchool to Eaſt- 
Sheen on the ſimple recommendation of a relation 
of hers, who dwelt at that village, and five years 


more paſſed without any perſon's ſuſpe&ing the 


fraud; but their apparent tranquility was then de- 
ſtroyed by the appearance of an Iriſh girl whom 
Mrs, Dellmore remembered to have waited on her 
mother; ſhe produced inconteſtible proof of her 
marriage with Mr. Montgomery, by whom ſhe had 


children, and he owned the truth of her aſſertion, 


which ſo enraged the maid-ſervant, whom he had 
promiſed to marry, and who had been befides libe- 
rally rewarded for her ſhare in their ſecret, that ſne 
flew out of the houſe and related to Mr. Elton 
every circumſtance that had happened. 
Mrs. Dellmore terrified with a ſenſe of guilt, 
and fearful of puniſhment, as ſhe thought no leſs 
> x my | than 
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than death would be the conſequence, not only of 
the fraud on the Dellmore family, but the cruel 


robbery of the child from Wandſworth, as they 
found by the rewards offered tor his recovery, his 


parents were too affluent to accept a pecuniary ex- 


change for their ſon; and her terror increaſed by 
a recolleQton of the effect the heard the loſs of the 


child had on his mother, who died broken-hearted. 
Her brother having abſconded ; herſelf alone, 
friendleſs and unprotected, her brain ſeemed turn- 
ing, and ſhe reſolved on flight, but where could ſhe 


go? Her own noble relations would abjure her as 
ſoon as they were acquainted with her guilt ; the 


new ſpa per lay on the table, an advertiſement for a 
young perſon to attend a lady to India happily 


ſtruck her, ſhe inſtantly walked out, after buying 
ſome cloaths ſuitable to the rank ſhe now thought 
would be her good fortune to fill, took a ſmall 
lodging in a bye-ſtreet, near the city, and from 
thence waited on the lady who advertiſed. 


Her appearance pleaſed the lady—ſhe demand- 
ed the addreſs to thoſe who were to give her a 


character; Mrs. Dellmore wept, and owned ſhe 
had not a being to apply to, the lady was not dif- 


couraged, the criminal had the . be e to be en- 
gaged, and attended her to Bengal, where ſne very 
ſoon died, and Mr. Neſbit made choice of his de- 


. ceaſed lady's companion for his wife. She never 
acquainted him with her real name, but the inſtant 
ſhe was miſtreſs of herſelf and fortune, the reſoly- 


ed to return to England, if poſſible to recover the 
dear youth ſhe had abandoned, make him heir 
to her fortune, and reſtore him to his family.” 


Henrietta 
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Henrietta Neſbit incloſed in Mrs. Neſbit's is 
NE 7: Mi Elton. 
«© Madam, 


«© My ſiſter being too much indifpoſed to reſume 
her pen, by her deſire I further inform you: 

* When ſhe left the ſhip that brought her from 
India, it was to ſeek for Janet Macdougal, by 
whoſe means, ſhe flattered herſelf, ſhe ſhould hear 
ſome tidings of Mr. Dellmore. Mr. Benwell had 
already vainly enquired after him of Mr. Puffardo, 
who denied any kind of knowledge of, or about 
him. Janet accompanied Mrs. Neſbit to England, 
where almoſt the firſt thing the did, was to claim 
from a pawnbroker's, where ſhe pledged i it, a por- 
trait of my ſiſter and her ſuppoſed ſon, which ſhe 
Purchaſed at her firſt coming with her huſband, 

| Macdougal, to England, by accident, of the broker 
who had bought the furniture belonging to Mrs. 
Dellmore when ſhe abſconded.. 


„ From the pawnbroker ſhe was. aſtoniſhed to- 


hear that Mr. Conway, as ſhe had always called 
him, owned the picture of the boy was his, and 
named the artiſt who drew. it, ien, Janet could re- 
colle& as well as my ſiſter the extreme likeneſs in 

the features, ſo we all concluded that my friend 


Conway was Dellmore, and I was confirmed in this 


ſurmiſe at Mrs. Napper's, when. L had the. honour, 


to meet you there. 
E Frevious to our waiting en you at Clapham. 


we went to. Mr. Gab's, where we learnt little more 
than that our friend left them in high- diſgrace, 
- rotwithſtanding which, Mr. Gab had recommend - 
ed him to Captain Manly, and that he had been 


arreſted b his taylor, to whom we alſo went, and; 


by his direction we proceeded to the ſpunging- 
houſe, where I grieve to ſay our ſearch ended; 


and we waited on you merely. that. Mrs. Neſbit 
N. 5. might 
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might inform you of her deſigns in your favour, be- 
fore we left England. FE 

* Mr. Burgeſs's ſolemn queſtions, and his lady's 


that it could not poſſibly affect them. 


opportunity of paying my ſincere reſpects to Miſs 
Elton, and to aſſure her of the profound eſteem of, 
. | Madam, | 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


% 


CHAPTER Lyn. 
| Maternal Diſtreſs. 


moirs came to be read by the Burgeſs's, inſtead of 
giving them convincing proofs that Henry «vas not 
the ſon ſhe lamented, no doubt remained in their 
minds that he vas the very child placed at Wandſ- 
worth by her ſiſter-in-law, Mrs. Champion; whoſe 
grief and early death might naturally be placed to 
maternal love; particularly as the child had always 
called her mother. THEE 
% Oh, then,” cried the unhappy mother,“ I 
divined aright—it was- it was my Auguſtus, the voice 
of Nature cried aloud in my ſoul; oh, how it throb- 


ed me —and his looks — 3 he was the image of his 
father! O forgive me, forgive my huſband, thou 
beſt of men, forgive the grief of thy Rebecca, thou 


knoweſt how I loved that father, how my fondneſs 
for him rendered me an apoſtate to duty and religi- 
on; how has my apoſtacy been puniſhed? Yet MB 


anxious grief, exceedingly diſconcerted her, though 
you ſee by the account of the fatal tranſactions, 


Before I leave England, I am happy in this 


C. MONTGOMERY., 


yy HEN thoſe letters and Mrs. Neſbit's Me- 


bed for my child, the firſt ſound of his voice affect- 
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the preſence of the Prince of Peace, the diſtinctions 
of man will not be known; there I ſhall be re- uni- 
ed to my Auguitus= but oh! how, when we meet, 
ſhall J account to the ſpirit of my love, for ſending 
his child from me, ſor intruſting him out of my ſight? 
Alas | alas! I remembered only that I was a daugh- 1 
ter, and the mangled corſe of my dear huſband, = 
whoſe life was loſt in the defence of us, the Diſci- 1 
ples of Peace, had not power over my timorous 4 
heart to enable me to aſſert a mother's privilege. . 
Why would'ſt thou, Daniel, thou, whoſe ſoul is 
the manſion of integrity, ſuffer me to negle& a mo- Ml 
ther's duty? Os | | > & 

„Cruel Rebecca l“ anſwered the ſorrowing | ill 
huſband, ** doſt thou then wiſh to leave me? Yes, Af 
I knew thy love was all for the huſband of thy 
youth; but have I not cheriſhed even that remem- | 
brance, becauſe it delighted thee? and would 1 Ki! 
not have been a parent to thy child had he lived? 
Why wilt thou wound thy foul with the bitterneſs ' 
of thy grief? Is nothing due to the faith and love 1 
have ever borne thee ? Can'ſt thou reſolve to de- 
ſtroy him, who is thy friend as well as huſband ?”? 
The ſenſe of right, of juſtice, and of humanity 
might be clouded by grief in the mind of Mrs. Bur- 
geſs, but it could not be loſt ; ſhe fell on her huſ- 
band's neck, implored his forgiveneſs, ſhe would 
ſtrive to live for his fake ; he was, and ought to be 
dear to her; ſhe would yet go to Briſtol—but, there 
was one debt ſhe ought to pay—ſhe had deferred. 
it, wretched as ſhe was, in the vain hope that time 
would reftore her child; the mother of her Auguſtus® 
was now, ſhe knew, in London; ſhe would ſee her, 
and then endeavour to think on her loſt ſon no more. 

It was in vain to diſſuade her from this reſoluti- 
on; weak as ſhe was, ſhe'would go the next morn- 
ing; go, therefore, then ſhe did, attended by Cla- 
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piring mind, the path to fame, for him to feel 3 „„ 
= 70nd 


ra, and the carriage was ordered to Lord Belvoirs yo 
in St. James's Square. _— 
The marriage of 188 with the | dat 
eat city fortune, Miſs Leviſage, as it gave a lau 
upply of ready caſh to the family, brought Lady wif 
| Belvoir and her daughters to town, to grace the I f 
nuptials of the heir of their noble houſe. Lady foll 
Belvoir's infirm ſtate of health prevented her ac - I 
companying the bride and bridegroom to a family ha- 
a ſeat which Lord Belvoir ſettled on the lady. Lady hut 
. Selina Macnamara ſtayed with her mother; Lady Tiag 
= Emily accompanied the bride. dea 
»q Lady Belvoir's affection had been fo ſtrongly | ] 
# fixed on Auguſtus Macnamara, her ſecond fon, | . ſeci 
= that his death had nearly proved fatal to her; time, cun 
= _ however, with its lenient hand had mollified her hea 
1 maternal grief, it had reconciled her to the diſpen- ed 
ſations of Providence, without effacing the image cou 
4 of the amiable youth from her memory; there he poſt 
pet dwelt—every virtue that filled his heart, every the 
cCWC.iharm that graced his handſome figure, ſtill exiſted =: 
in the heart of his fond mother; while his faults, tate 
A the natural effects of youth and vivacity, were her 
== wholly conſigned to oblivion. 95 mat 
It was indeed little wonder that Auguſtus Mac- „5 
namara ſhould be a favourite with Lady Belvoir ; deli. 
= or, that ſo good a woman ſhould ever regret parting | lette 
& © with the only one among her ſons who inherited the Bur 
diſpoſition of his mother. He was beloved and re- ſtate 
ſpected wherever he appeared; ſome youthful ſal- | poſſ 
lies he might have that clouded his fine qualities; med 
| and, as I have before informed .my readers, a dif- | _ deac 
ference in conſequence of his ſucceſs in an intrigue ſign 
where his elder brother was his competitor, ren- not 
dered it neceſſary to part them; with a burſting Belo 
& Heart Lady Belvoir parted with her darling ſon, her 
= honour and glory pointed too alluringly to his aſ- H 
13 
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yound the paſling minute, the tears which dropped 
from maternal love I ſhall return to you, ma- 


dam,” ſaid the young ſoldier, © crowned with 


laurels, and what is yet more deſirable, I ſhall learn 
wiſdom ; experience will aid your inſtruction, and 
I ſhall leave, on the other fide the Atlantic, the 
follies which have diſtreſſed the beſt of mothers.” 
How this prediction was verified, our readers 


| have ſeen in the early death of Mrs. Burgeſs's firſt 


huſband; the ſame pacquet that declared his mar- 
riage, brought to his family the particulars of his 
death. : . 

His letter to his mother, imparting to her the 


| ſecret of his choice, arriving in ſuch ſolemn cir- 


cumſtances, was the more deeply engraved on her 


heart; his requeſt, that protection might be offer- 


ed his wife, was to her a ſacred injunction ſhe 
could not bear ſhould be evaded; with the firſt 
poſſible opportunity of conveying it to the hands of 
the lovely widow, ſhe wrote all that the ſulneſs of 
her fondneſs for her ſon, and grief for his loſs, dic- 
tated; invited the beloved object of his choice ta 
her heart, and to her arms, and aſſured her of her 


maternal love. 


The fituation of the young Rebecca was ſo very 
delicate at the time ſhe received Lady Belvoir's 


letter, it being juſt as ſhe conſented to accept Mr. 


Burgeſs, and while her parents were in ſo weak a 


ſtate that her dutiful heart funk at the remoteſt 
poſſibility of giving them pain, ſhe could not im- 
mediately anſwer it; and after that, writing to her 


dead huſband's mother for the firſt time, under the 


| ſignature of a ſecond choice, was what ſhe could 
not well do, therefore ſhe deferred anſwering Lady 


Belvoir's letter till ſhe could preſent to the family 


her young ſon. _ . 
Her miſerable diſappointment in that ſcheme, 
and dread of the reproaches of a noble family, for 
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intruſting ſo precious a charge out of her own pro- 


tection, had always hitherto prevented her waiting 
on Lady Belvoir, or ſeeking any acquamtance wit 


a family that would renew the force of thoſe ſor- 
rows ſhe could never entirely overcome. 8 
But now her weak ſtate, the diſſolution ſhe knew 
was approaching, added to a ſenſe of juſtice, and 
fully convinced by the unfortunate fate of her only 
fon, of the fallacy of all human wiſdom, all com- 
bined to give her ſtrength” of mind, ſhe reſolved 


no longer to defer acquainting her deceaſed huſ- 


band's tamily of the relative ſhe had given them, 


in order that if he had been miraculouſly preſerved, 
and ſhould hereafter appear (improbable as that 


now was) her death might not deprive him of the 
protection of his blood. . 5 

Lady Belvoir had enquired repeatedly after her 

fon's widow; ſhe found the fair Quaker had made 
a ſecond choice, that the firſt had continued a pro- 
found ſecret ; and as ſhe was known to have bred, 
ſuppoſing the wide difference in their religion and 
manners, which then had not love, the grand le- 


veller of all diftinQion, to reconcile them, any con- 


neQion with her was undeſirable, Lady Belvoir had 
long eeaſed to. give herſelf the trouble of aſking 
after her. Cas Ae | 

Fer ladyſhip was at this period of our hiſtory in 
her fixty-fourth year; her youth had been en- 


. chanting, her age was venerable, the lovelineſs, 


the elegance of her form yet remained, the fine- 
neſs of her complexion was ſtill viſible, and the 
mild blue eye yet ſpoke to the ſoul even through 
her ſpeQacles; it was in concern for her infirmi- 


ties only, that her company felt ſhe was an old 
_ woman; the uſual loquacity of her period of life, 


was conquered by long acquired wiſdom, no 
peeviſhneſs could poſſibly find its way into a heart 
fortified by a ſtrong underſtanding, an = 
Ps . | dle 
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ble fund of ſweetneſs and good nature, and entirely 
at peace with itſelf. 


ord Belvoir. was in his 68th year, and ſtill a man 


of profeſſed gallantry ; he had not the advantage of 


ſo refined an underſtanding as his lady, but he had 


what every man of libertine principles cannot fay, 


not the worſe opinion of, or the leſs affection for 
his wife, beeauſe her character was more brilliant 
than his own. 


The Belvoir eſtate, now ſaddled with a third 


jointure, was become little enough, notwithſtand- 
ing the citizen's caſn, to ſupport its dignity. But 
Lord Belvoir had a new miſtreſs, and he could 
not therefore leave London till it was leſs; he was 
now gone to pay the bride the compliment of at- 
tending her to the country ſeat; but a young girl 


he fancied himſelf very fond of, waited his return | 
With impatience, as he promiſed, as ſoon as he had 


ſent his lady and daughters back to Derbyſhire, that 
ſhe ſhould have a chariot ; and he wiſely meant at 

that time to keep his word. PA nr 
Lady Belvoir was ſubje& to a rheumatic gout, 


ſhe had been threatened with a fit, and was wrap- | 


ped up in her dreſſing-room, in hopes by warmth 
and timely medicine to prevent it, when Mrs, Bur- 
geſs was announce. 
„ Burgeſs,” ſaid Lady Belvoir, I have not 
the honour to know the lady, and am too much 
indiſpoſed to admit ſtrangers.” 


” * 


« Oh!” ſaid Mrs. Burgeſs, almoſt fainting be- 
tween weakneſs and anxiety, © I had forgotten, 


thy miſtreſs will recolle& me better, if thou telleſt 


her my name was Fry; I muſt beg to ſee her, I 


have buſineſs of importance; I pray thee, ſriend, 


return, and inform her.“ 2 . 
I never ſaw ſuch an impertinent odd looking 


fellow,” cried Clara, © how the creature grins and 
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The ſervant who carried the meſſage was cer- 


_  tainly an oddity, he had a remarkable wide mouth, 


furniſhed with white teeth, which he ſo unmerci- 


fully diſtended on the preſent occaſion, that little 
' Elſe in his face was viſible; and the looks, with 


which he thought proper to greet Clara Elton, to- 
gether with a hop, ſkip and jump, with his face 
turned quite back over his ſhoulder as he leſt the 
room, into which they were ſhewn, excited her 
attention and curioſity. Another ſervant now ap- 
pos, and very reſpectfully led the way to Lady 
lvoir's dreſſing- room. 

With trembling ſteps, ſhort breath, and agitat- 
ed looks, the poor invalid entered; her eyes, from 


o 


whence tears ſtreamed, caſt on the ground; her 


heart ſinking, and expeCting reproaches from the 
mother of the man ſhe had fondly loved, before 
| the reached the chair placed for her, ſhe was de- 
prived of motion, and ſhe ſunk on the ground, but 
not inſenſible ; Lady Selina flew to her aſſiſtance, 
as did Clara—Lady Belvoir was unable. 
Ihe fine, though emaciated figure before her, 
gave proof of that beauty once ſo celebrated, and 
- loſt fon's wife now brought him as freſh to her 
memory as herſelf-—ſhe wept in agony. _ 
Mrs. Burgeſs, then a little recovered, approach- 


ed the noble lady, in whoſe countenance ſhe yet 


ſaw the reſemblance of ber huſband. 
Lady Belvoir, ovescome by the affecting, th 
ſilent eloquence of the intereſting figure before her, 
opened ber arms—Mrs. Burgeſs ſunk into her em- 
brace. „ | 
A chair was placed near, and the ſervant order- 
ed to withdraw. _ © | 
Lady Belvoir recovering firſt, begged her viſitor 
would compoſe herſelf. as Sa EN | 
Still ſhe trembled, and faultered the more, ſhe 


9 { 


the 


was affected with the tenderneſs of Lady Belvoir, 


' 
C 
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hopes the preſence of the ſervants would abate the 


tempt Mrs. Burgeſs made to give utterance to the 


one fide the fire, her work ſtanding before her. 


on which was reclined a male figure, his face co- 
vered by Lady Selina's ſhawl, and apparently faſt 


vered by the ſkin. 
aloud; it diſturbed the ſleeper, he ſtarted and re- 


the more ſhe dreaded incurring her difpleaſure, and 
exciting her grief by the tale ſhe had to relate, 
Chocolate was ordered by Lady Belvoir, in 


extreme agitation that increaſed with every at- 


ſorrows of her heart. 


CHAPTER LIX. 
Maternal Toy. 


IxrRERESTED as Clara was for Mrs. Burgeſs, 
her attention was not ſo much taken up, but ſhe 
could obſerve furrounding objeQs. . 

Lady Belvoir. was fitting in an arm chair, on 


In the centre, ſtood Lady Selina's drawing ſtand, 


and on the other ſide the fire place was a couch, 


aſleep. | | 

A lady's dreſſing-room was an odd place for a 
gentleman to repoſe himſelf in, Clara thought; 
and while Mrs. Burgeſs was endeavouring to ga- 
ther ſtrength to open herſelf to Lady Belvoir, Miſs 
Elton was employed in contemplating the object 
before her. „ | : 

His ſtockings, which hung looſe on his legs, and 
every other part of his apparel proved the perſon 
was greatly emaciated; his hands, which were 
viſible, were very white, but the bones ſcarce co- 


Mrs. Burgeſs as ſhe began her ſto ſobbed 


moving the ſhawl— 
Clara ſcreamed. 


a 46 FL , 


ä PPP Or ies OE eras Ae Een * 9 2 Ex = 2 r 2 A 
— S TE ANTON 4 a — . — . en . 1 3 — — 
— . by » 


Ty?” She loo 
at recollection of her impradence, met his, where 
[ 
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„Henry, my dear Henry,” cried ſhe, as ſhe 
threw herſelf into his arms. 1 
« Clara,” ſaid he, faintly. | ; 
Mrs. Burgeſs fainted away, En, | 
Neither Rar nor Clara recollected any other 
perſon was in the room. 885 
* Oh Henry, is it, indeed, you? Are you ſure 
Jam not deceived ? But this is not your hand, 
my poor Henry -I have not forgotten how hand- 


ſome your hands uſed to be.“ 


* Oh, Clara, how flattering—dut youare marri- 
ed, Clara—you are married.” | 
The tears moiſtened his eyes as he ſpoke, and 


the faint fluſh that had animated his cheeks when 


he ſaw her, was ſucceeded by a deadly pale; he 


fighed ; his ſpirits weakened by a violent and tedi- 


ous illneſs, from which he was begining ſlowly to 
recover, could not be ſupported in that idea, 
Clara's eyes were fixed on the flo. 
Oh, Clara!” ſaid he, after an affecting pauſe, 
2 tear dropping on her hand; * why did you mar- 
ed up—her eyes filled with ſhame 


grief and love were equally blended, 


« Henry,” whiſpered the gentle Clara, „I am 


not married, I never will marry any man but—;“ 


but Clara's heart was on her lips; the ſecond but, 
was a word of modeſty's own coin, it meant, but 
Henry, but could reach no farther. © Not mar- 


ried, Clara! Not married, my dear Miſs Elton !* 


cried Henry“ Ah,” putting her hand to his head, 


ce 1 have ; been very ill am 1 relapſing, Or do 


you fear I ſhould be ſo, that you thus kindly ſooth 


me? 


„ Indeed, Henry, I am not married, you may 
believe me, nor would J marry a prince while — 
Again madam modeſty would intrude “ without 


my guardian's approbation.“ 8 
ny guardian's approba Gai 


— 


::: . «; 


JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 283 


May I, indeed, believe you, Clara? Your 
looks ſpeak to-my heart. F 
Do they, Henry? Then, [ am ſure, they tell 
you I am not married, nor 

„Nor what, my ſweet Gua =. 
„ Nor ever will, i“ 

% If what, Clara—fay—if what d 
„ Why ſhovld I bluſh at what is my pride, that 
I loved my Henry before I knew the feelings of my 
own heart, and if [ am not" 

Henry's eyes were ſtretched to their utmoſt ex- 
tent“ Speak on, Clara, ſay it again, that you 
loved your Henry,” cried the grateful youth, 
claſping her in his arms, that you are yet ſin- 
| gle, that he may adore his Clara,” Tears of plea« 
ſure ran down his cheeks, 
hr te Burgeſs was carried mto an n adjoining room 

ar, 

Lady Selina Arden now re- entered. 

& Mrs. Burgeſs wiſhes to ſee you, Miſs.” _ 
Mrs. Burgeſs !” ſaid Henry What myſtery 
is this, is ſhe here ?? 

| MiGs Elton recolle&ed -herfelf—** How could 1 
be ſo abſent,” ſaid the, laſhing « as ſhe aroſe. 

Are you leaving me, Clara? Are you taking 
from me this hand? It has not loft its delicious 
ſoftneſs ; no ſickneſs, no diſtreſs has been here,” 

will return in an inſtant,” ; 

When Miſs Elton was gone, the amiable Lady 
| Selina bid him compoſe himſelf, and after atten- 

tively viewing him, burſt into tears, and followed 
Miſs Elton. | 
he inſtant ſhe was gone, in came the grinning 

footman. ; 

e Sir, Sir,” ſaid "oy as he appproached, theres 
the devil to pay, and all along of that ſtrange wo- 

many that comed along with with Mats Elton. 1 
5 5 | 


—— 
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fwered Henry. 

WF BO, 1, Sir, not I, as I hope to be ſaved, 
but no good comes of vimen--to be ſure Miſs Eton, 
now, I don't believe ſhe'd be a pick-· thank tor all the 
vails in the country—but ſepting her I don't be- 
lieve, ſept my lady too, and ſept the two young 
ladies, there's no other voomen in all the ole varld 
than Ynt miſchief—all rotten at heart—and now, 
it's my belief, ſome how or t'other, they are going 
to vent ſome foul play or other here—rat me, if I 
bent always afeared venever I ſee vimen getting 
together, like black clouds before in Ah, Sir, 
you and I owe our ruins to vimen.“ 


owe our happineſs to them, I ho 
] ſhou'd be afeared of e from a vo- 
 man—beſides, Lord help us, how ſhou'd they make 
us happy, ven they vant ſenſe to be happy them- 
ſelves ? | 
There was that Lay—Orthodox now vy, whe 
mought have been happier than ſhe, after ſhe had 
ay'd your honour that ſly trick, only for to think 
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ſure it vas bad enough, that I muſt ſay, to have ſuch 
a formal old Grecian to keep in good humour, and 
to be ſure the very cats muſt know there was a 
Lord in the houſe, if puſs did not mew upon the 
ſtirs, Lord how his Lordſhip wou'd run on about 
rank, and dignity, and reſpe& due, and honour 
conferred, and all that ſtuff and nonſenſe, ſuch as 


the old Lord is a great ſcollard too.” 
Could Lavinia then be happy * aſked Dell- 
more. 

„Why no, I can't ſay as how me cou'd, but 
that was ſoon over but then Squire Gab—1 


we 


Can you . out what's the matter?“ an- 


c Well, ſaid Dellmore,” ſmiling, © © and we hall | 


(in a half whiſper) of this here very Lord, to be 


: I ſhou'd ke aſhamed to talk on ; and yet they ſay 


ver 1 
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verily believe that man was richer than *Squire 
Franklin; what a power of money we did uſe to 
ſpend—ſurely—ſurely—but all would not do for 
Miſs Lav—ſhe muſt be at her old tricks - there 
was ſhe gallopping away along of them there offi- 
cers, that called her angel and goddeſs—and man- 
ner of blaſtfeemus names—At laſt little Peg, a 
black-eyed wench that was hired ſame time as me 
—what does ſhe do, but, Egad ſhe told *Squire Gab 
and Egad what does he do, but claps Peg up in a 
grand lodging, and leaves Miſs Lav—vell; and 
then Peg vanted me to come and live along we'ſhe- 
—O dang it, thought I-—-No, no—One kept ma- 
dam is quite enough for a Devonſhire lad. Howſ- 
ever | thought I wow'd not leave my countrywo- 
man in the lurch, among ſtrangers, ſo I adviſed 
her—ſays I, look'ye, ma*am, you have had a run of 
luck—Now, ſays I, my advice is this—pack up 
your alls—ſell your jo-ols, and march back to Eſher, . 
and I'll go along wi' you. —But Lord, as I ſaid, 
there's no dealing with vimen—tell them to go on 
their feet, o'whip goes they a top o'their heads. 
What does the feller mean? ſays ſhe—get 
out of my ſarvice.— O ma'am, ſays I, do'oſt put 
yourſelf in a paſſion—That's ſoon done—l only 
ſtaid out of honour. : EN. EY 
« Honour! ſays Miſs Lav—oh, Pm ſick of ho- 
nour,” and continued he, lolling out his tongue 
and grinning, © I noed that well enough.---Feller, 
(mimicking) here, take your vages and begone. 
So away 1 comed ; and Lord knows, I found 
it hard enow to get another place.—I thought I 
muſt write to mother at laſt for money to carry me 
home. Howſomever, I heard of this place—juſt 
for a while - the footman being ſick o'the meaſles; 
and, Lord, I never {hall forget finding your honour 
in the red b.“... e 
| 8 J mann 
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Matthew was interrupted at this part of the diſ- 


_ courſe by the return of Clara and Lady Selina, and 


Mat very unwillingly, on been ordered left the 
room. | | 


Tou have in your countenance, my lovely friend, 
ſaid Dellmore, a ſparkling intelligence that fills me 
at once with hope and fear; you have ſomething to 


ſay to me, ſome myſtery to develope but let me 


only aſk. you to repeat the bleſſed ſounds that ſtill 


vibrate on my ſenſes; are you yet ſingle and diſ- 
Engaged ? ſay but that, and I ſhall be proof againſt 
ats. | | | 
Miſs. Elton modeſtly. ſaid ſhe was—and Lady Se- 
lina begged he wou'd not give way to too great an 


_ exertion of ſpirits, * you know,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, 


« you are our relations. | 

«* You honour me too much, madam,” replied 
he, Oh Clara, Mrs. Dellmore, Lady Belvoir 
informed me, is her niece, and ſhe is ſo good as to 
pity. me, on account of the misfortunes. I derive: 
from her, but who, or what my relations are, I 
ſhall; in all likelihood, never know, they may, 
Miſs. Elton, be ſuch as my friends wou*d bluſh to 
acknowledge, poor venal wretches who from mer- 
cenary.,motives might ſell their unhappy ſon.” ?“ 

Ah, no, no, my beloved child, my own Au- 


guſtus, cried Mrs. Burgeſs, whoſe eagerneſs no 
 tapger to be reſtrained, had brought her to the apart»: 
ment as he was: concluding. the laſt ſpeech, *-fon; 
of my fond lo e- offspring of an adored noble huſ- 


band thou, for whom I have mourned in uncea- 


ſing ſadneſs for whom I have; ſhed} a deluge of 
tears - thou ſubject of my waking thoughts of my 
ſleeping viſions of my morning and evening pray- 


ars come at laſt to the arms of thy real mother, 


h,” continued. ſne, as ſne preſſed him to her heart, 
«. ſell thee, what price, where was a purchaſer for 


ſuch a treaſure, what have been thy diſtreſſes, 
8 | through 
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through what ſcenes haſt thou paſt, friendleſs and 
unknown—and how art thou now. preſerved to 
bleſs-my ſight, and give peace to my dying mo- 
ments ? | | „ 

6 , I—" ſaid Mat, whoſe curioſity had fixed 
him within hearing, and who now ran on, I can 
tell ye all about it, twas 7, my lady, knows it, *twas 
all J you know I told you my lady, when I found 
him as how? | 

&« Leave the room,” ſaid Lady Belvoir, in diſ- 
pleaſure: . f 

Mat muttered ſomething in which the word vi- 
men, with no very agreeable aſpect was diſtinguiſh- 
able—but was obliged again to leave the ſcene of 
ation, Eo nh Bees | 

| Dellmore fondly embraced by his mother, whoſe 
tears continued flowing, was loſt in wonder, the 
ſon of Mrs. Burgeſs, of the amiable Quaker, how 
could it be? Yet he recollected her emotions 
when ſhe told him of his reſemblance to a perſon 


'. . ſha Janet. © 


Lady Belvoir though with more compoſure, felt 
little leſs than the fond mother, it was ſome time 
before ſhe could aſſume the ſolemn look of an 
expoſitor on this occaſion—ſhe held a paper in her 
hand, and put on her ſpeQacles, thoſe were inſtantly 
taken off again to be wiped, again and they were 
tried—ſtill they were too miſty to ſee through. 

Come, madam,” at laſt, ſaid ſhe, you © muſt 
not engroſs our Auguſtus, nor affect him too much, 

he is exceedingly weak.” e SE 

« Oh, I forgot, he has been ill, my ſon, my 
ſon, now. I have gotten—naw I hold thee to my 
breaſt, even now, I had forgotten the tender mo- 
C „%% wel 
The young man was indeed almoſt lifeleſs, and 
his mother was reduced to the utmoſt miſery on 
ſeeing him ſo weak; he was removed to his apart- 

i SO On. | ment, 


288 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS; 
ment, where, while he was reſting his perturbed 
ſpirits, Mrs. Burgeſs retired with Lady Belvoir ; 
Lady Selina related to Clara the means by which 
he had been kept by Providence under the roof of 
„„ ,, 5s | D 
When Henry had left the doughty Mr. Trap's, 
he was in a ſtrong delirious fit, and it is ſuppoſed 
he had wandered about till night ; that he then 


paſſed Lord Belvoir's, who as they had company 


every evening while the bride was in St. James's- 
* ſquare, the hall door might be open. 


One of Lord Belvoir's footmen had been taken, 
as Matt ſaid, with the meaſles, and it was a prac- 


| tice with his Lady double the misfortunes of hu- 
man life, by diſcarding a ſervant, whoſe fault was the 
viſitation of God; ſhe therefore placed him with a 


2 nurſe, at her own expence, and Matthew 


odging at a chandler's ſhop, near their mews, he 
was hired to ſupply the fick ſervant's place. 
The diſorder left the ſervant ſo weak, that her 
Ladyſhip very humanely ſent him back to Derby- 
| ſhire, to recover his ſtrength againſt her return, 


and continued honeſt Mat tor the time of her ſtay 


in London. = | 
Lord Belvoir, the bride and bridegroom, Lady 
Emily, Mr. and Mrs. Leveſage, and Miſs Creſpig- 


ney, were gone to the North, where they had now | 


been ſeven weeks. 7 | 55 
Lord Creſpigney's gentleman, being a perſon of 
conſequence, flept in a bed ſuperior to his fellow 
' ſervants, and almoſt the laſt thing he gave in 


charge to Mat, was to ſet his things in order; but 
Iways happen, that commands given 


as it does not a j 
with infinite pomp and grandeur, are obeyed with 


* - the more readineſs for the hauteur of the perſon, 
who delivers them, particularly if the perſon hap- 
ns, as in the preſent caſe, to turn his back, ſo 


t, the inſtant Mr. Le Mercier was gone, —_ 
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his French impudence ; wondered who the devil 
made him 'maſter ; and manfully ſwore he might 


clear his rubbiſh himſelf for him. 


* Oh poh, fine-talking,” cried the houſe-maid, 
& you dare as well be hanged, as let him find a 
thing about.“ 

« don't like to hold arguments with vimen, “ 
ſaid Mat,“ but if 1 wait on the vimen, * [ be 
burned,” | 

„ ſhall fee,” Cad Dolly ſneering. 
„AI do V ll be burned.” 
„Well don't be in a pet, 1 know you will, ” 

„ Oh, to be ſure, Vimen are all very oY 
in every body” s buſineſs but their own.” _ 

„Go put away Mr. Le Merciet's thin; 
PE 4 tell you, Pi, be burned if 1 wy » ſaid 


* Well, well, 1 ſhall clean the room out but 
not a litter will 1 touch,” cried Dorothy, c there- 
fore take your.own way; I know you'll be glad to 
do it before he comes home.” 

„ Pl]. be burned if I do,” till anſwered Mat 


and Mat, at that moment certainly meant to keep 


his word. 

But aſter a few. days had paſſed, and the malici- 
ous Dorothy cleaned and ſhut up the room, Mat 
having a leiſure hour, thought he might as well go 
and ſee in what ſituation Monſieuf's property ſtood 


but Dolly. he was determined, ſtrould not know it, 
_ : 


fo up ſtele Mat. 1 
+1 3 day,” cried he, “ what has ſhe not made 
the bed yet. — Mr. Le Mercier had been gone 


eight days. Mat advanced, © who the plague is 


955 into Mounſheer's bed ? ſome of the vimen, I 
are ſay,” —he opened the ſhunters. 

Get the chaiſe ready, I am going to Scotland,” = 
ſaid a male voice from the bed. 

Mat's hair ſtood an end. „ 

Vor- U, O ve Give 
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' © Give me a little water” before [Ethereal 
brightnefs, where art thou? 

Dolly who had kept_ 4 "rig watih' over Mabs 
motions, now peeped in, . what you won't put the 
Frenchman's rubbiſh away, Mr. Matthe win 

* Oh Lord be praifed, are you come, Mrs. 
Dolly, the vimen are the fitteſt perſons to deal with 
the devil,” and he ſeized her. 

2 Hands off, fellow, why ſure I am meat for 
your maſter,” cried the enraged damſel, whom ne- 
vertheleſs Matthew kept hawling in till they had 
reached the bed, where at ſight of a oung man 
ſitting up undreſſed, his eyes in a wild ſtare, his 
lips black and parched and 8 very faſt, they 
both ſet up a horrible ſcream, What's the _—_ | 
hat's the matter from twenty mouths, all the | 
ſervants puſhed into the room, at length Mat, who : 
had ſtooc ſpeechleſs burſt into tear s. : 

elt is, it is,” faid he, my poor dear maſter, 
and he is mad, ah this comes of being a a favorite of 
the vimen.“ 4 f 
„ Lord have mercy upon ＋ * cried Dots v 
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thy, if he is a madman he will killus, what hall, I: 
we do?” I 
„ Send to the officer of the pariſh, v anſijered, - 
the houſekeeper. | LL” 
Under favour, Mrs. Mamalis, that obig not do fe 
do for the la, the la, ſays, „this was the coach- in 
man, he was orator of the horſe and groom ale- ſu 
houſe. th 
„ Prithee hold thy tongue, don't prate of the ed 
8 law, but keep to the Goſpel, mind you your horfes,”* 
3 cried the cook, © we may lofe our lives, and what's ww; 
bw worſe, I dare for to ſay the law could not hang a yo 
"30 madman, let's tay tif night, and then turn Him pa 
1 ont,” | 
f [ At this part of a i Mat * elf. | 5 pes 
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Lady Belvoir and her daughter were without 

company, a humble rap with the n. Was. an- 
ſwered with orders to enter. 

Slowly opened the door till it was as wide as i 
would go, before Mat was in ſight. 

4% Well Matthew, what do you want?“ 

His face was covered with tears, he ſobb'd, 
c pleaſe, pleaſe: you, my lady. ? 

«© Well, what's the matter?“ 1 
4 Pleaſe your lady, ladyſhip.“ 

« Speak out, man,” ſaid Lady Belvoir, _ 

c Pleaſe, pleaſe” Mat could get no turther, 

Lady Belvoir's own man entered, 

00 Pleaſe your Ladyſhip here is the oddeſt thing 
has happened, here. is a madman, ſomehow got 
into Mr. Le Mercier's room, and is now in his 
bed. 77 

Down dropped Mat on his knees, till blubberigg, 
oh, my lady, pray, for the love of God, don't turn 
him out till Mr. Franklin owns him, oh, he is the 
fineſt handſomeſt, beſt naturedeſt young man in the 
world, Mr. Franklin wiil be glad if ſo be as your 
ladyſhip wilt keep him, to pay all charge, and 
love and thank you into the bargain. | 
Ihe unaffected ſorrow of the. honeſt domeſtic 
excited Lady Belvoir's curioſity; ſhe. found who- 


ſoever the lunatic. was, Matthew knew him, and 


indeed till the whole matter was explained, ſhe 


ſuſpected he had a hand in bringing him. there, 


that ſhe went to Mr. Le Mercier's room, attend- 
ed by her daughter. 
The moment Lady Bellvoir ſaw Dellmore ſhe 


was ſtruck with his reſemblance to her ſon; his 
| youth and fine countenance filled her with com- 


paſſion. 
#6 Ethereal mildneſs, where art thou 2”? re- 


ven the poor viſionary. 


O 2 « Poor 
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Poor young man,” cried the benevolent 


_ Counteſs, © he looks wild, indeed,” approaching 


nearer to the bed, ſhe took his hand, the fever 

was then very violent, and the conlvulſive catch- 

ings in his arm ſoon explained the cauſe of the 

diſorder in his head, an apothecary was ſent for, 

4 bee was called in, the patient went to 
e 


tenderneſs. Ee . | 
Long was his life deſpaired of, ſlow and alarm- 
ing was the approach of the dreadful. criſis of his 


diſorder, of which, the doctors would not venture 


to ſpeak with hope; Mr. Franklin was written to, 
but Mr. Franklin Was not in England, Mat was di- 
rected particularly to attend the ſick room, which 
he conſtantly did, and Lady Belvoir, whoſe ſoul 
was filled with every ſocial virtue, felt her natu- 
ral benevelence particularly. intereſted in his reco- 
very. 1 1 
| ee to expectation and almolt againſt hope, 
the criſis was favourable, the firſt object he knew, 
on the delirium's leaving him, was Mat. 

His aſtoniſhment at this meeting may be ſup- 


| poſed to be great; from him he-underſtood in 


what manner he had been found at Lord Bel- 
voir's, ſome confuſed ideas he had of leaving Trap's, 


but could not recollect how he came to St. James's 


Square. | 


The ladies found themſelves agreeably reward- 


ed for their goodneſs, in the preſervation from 
death of ſo amiable a young man; and they were 


ſtill more pleaſed, when he gave them the outlines 


of his life, to find they had made ſome amends 


for the injury he had ſuffered from their near re- 


lation. | | 
Mr. Montgomery, father to Mrs, Dellmore, was 


younger brother to Lady Belyoir, who had im- 


perſeAly 


„and was treated with the utmoſt care and 


A FR. 
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perfectly heard a hiſtory of her niece, very little to 
her advantage, and the diſgrace her impoſtor l 
brought on the family, had much leſſened Lady \f 
Belvoir's ſolicitude for her welfare, which want of 0 
power to aſſiſt any of her family, had brought to 
almoſt nothing. . CM OA 
But her compaſſion for young Dellmore had 
ſtrong ſupport in the particular likeneſs he bore her 
favourite ſon, the oitner ſhe ſaw him the more 
charmed ſhe was, and Lady Selina declared he 
Was her very brother who had left England at 
near his age, and exactij his figure; the two la- 
dies, indeed, vied with each other in their attention 
to him, and he was led by Lady Selina to pay this 
firſt viſit to her mother in her dreſſing room, where 
after chatting and walking up and down he had 
rather tired himſelf, and bad dropped into that | 
Neep from which he was-awakened to-the joys ß 
reciprocal love, with the choice of his heart, and 
to the tranſports of maternal-tenderneſs. _ 
The quiet of his apartment reſtored his ſpirits, 
and the dear mother, grand- mother and aunt, ac- 
companied by the dearer Clara, hung in ſondneſs 
over him; though grateful and affe ctionate to 
all, his eyes dwelt on Clara, and though forbid to 
ſpeak while Lady Belvoir and Mrs. Burgeſs held 
each a hand, he would repeat his juvenile obli- 
gations to the dear girl, whoſe conſcious bluſh and 
down-caſt: eye ſpoke a ſilent and eloquent return, 
and at Eady Belvoir*s requeſt it was from her lips 
he learnt the hiſtory of his father and mother. 
Mr. Burgeſs, uneaſy at his wife's ſtay, called, 
and at her deſire was introduced; he heard with 
unaffected joy from the lips of his Rebecca, the 
happy change in her mind; he greatly liked Hen- I 
ry on his own account, but looking on him as the 
harbinger of returning health to his beloved wife, 
> WY he 
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294 JUVENILE INDISCRETIONS. 
he embraced him with rapture, and reminded him 


ef their accidental rencounter at the coffee-houſe. 
III could the good Quaker brook a ſeparation for 
ever ſo ſhort a time from her ſon, but it was riſk - 


ing a relapſe that might be fatal to move him, and 
her own health reminded her of the neceſſity of 

oing home, although Lady Belvoir very preſ- 
ingly invited her ſtay, but as evening approach» 


ed. | | 3 
« Oh my friend, Belvoir,” cried ſhe, © how can 


I forgive your barbarous niece 3 how many years 


hath her cruelty kept from me the deareſt bleſſin 


of life, how many, perhaps curtailed the natura 


length of my days; years have I prayed to be re- 
leaſed, now how ſhould I obey with reſignation a 


ſummons that would call me from ſuch a huſband, 


ſuch a ſon, preſenting each a hand? ?? 


1 My dear, my honoured mother,” anſwered her | 


ſon, why will you anticipate ſuch a dreadful e- 

vent? ſurely the grateful affection of your An- 

yo will reftore you to your good huſband, to us 
I” 13 ; 

„ I wiſh, I fervently wiſh it may, thou doſt not 

know how very ill I am; I have not known health 

or peace ſince I loſt thee, thou art I fear reſtored 


to me too late, but thou wilt be my comfort as I 
puaſs the ſolemn bounds of eternity, and I ſhall 
| leave thee in poſſeſſion of all earthly happineſs ;” 


with thoſe words and a fervent embrace ſhe depart- 


ed, leaning on Clara, and led by her huſband, 


CHAP» 
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CHAPTER IX. 
4 Man of Gallantry 5 Reformation 


| 8. Burgeſs had not lang left the 8 be- 
ford; Lord Belvoir, impatient to-return to the arms 
of his ogy girl of fifteen, arrived at his houſe, 
was. ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment at ſeeing 

his 7 Foſs by the fide; of a handſome young 
an, W hang WAS. affectiouately graſped in 
bo W yg om her eyes were fondly bent; 
add to his furpriſe he fooa . recolleQed in the 
* viſage of che youth the features of him, who- 
he believed his rival i in the fayour of Lavinia Ore 


thodox. | 
To be ſure, as Lond Belvoir fanned 5 in his own 
difpoGtion ſuch a partiality ſor the riling generation, 
it Wo have been bat natutal, had he made al- 
lowance for the ſame taſte in his lady; but far from 
that candid mode of conduct he fiercely demand 
ed Henry's buſineſs, and caſting à glance of con- 
tempt at his lady, told her he eme 
her condeſcenſion. ; 
Lady Belvoir hed-nat the. ſmalleſ 3 af 8 ter 
— 4 in her hufband that could ſuggeſt an im- 
2 in her conduct from her familiarity with 
grandſon, and indeed, ſhe was fo full of the 
zelation ſhe had to make to her lord, that the 
marks of diſa pprobation viſible in his countenance, 


Which in other circumſtances would have filled ber 


with! grief, were totally unobſerved 3 ſhe took his 
hand, and with-an engaging ſmile placed him on 
other ſide, and immediately related to him the 
iſtory of Mrs. Byrgeſs, mingling with the extraor- 
dia) incidents of her life thankſgivings for the 
| | preſervation 

O4 | 
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| Preſervation of the ſon of her Auguſtus, and con- 
cluded her narzation by putting the hand of our he- 
ro into that of his grand-father; “ look, my dear 
Lord, in his face,” cried ſhe, * behold, our own: 
Auguſtus reſtored to us, ſee in his blooming and 
manly countenance, the ftamp.of our race, his. ſen- 
timents breathe the unimpeached honour of our 
anceſtors, and the fire with which their ſouls. were 
animated dart from his eyes, his form, his health, 
His bloom, unvitiated by iniquitous connections, 
without meaning to reflect on the land in which, 
dy your Lordſhip's choice we live, may I not ſay, 
I truſt this youth was born to receive the dignity 
of our blood in dear native Ireland. 
While Henry kneeled at the feet of his grand- 
father, almoſt the firſt idea that ſtruck-his Lordſhip 
was that his grandſon and himſelf had been partici- 
pators in the favours of a proſtitute; he muſt needs. 
thought to have a prodigious reſpect ſor a parent 
— adopts vices not to be excuſed i in his grandchil- 
ten. 

e Are you not wanſportad; my Bok Lord, at 
the recovery of ſo amiable a relation,“ aſked Lady 
Belvoir, in a tone of tender reproach. 
If Lord Belvoir had been at liberty to ſpeak his 

real ſentiments, they would not have expreſſed 
much joy, but on a further inveſtigation of the mat- 
ter, and finding what ſplendid fortunes were likely 
to center in the houſe of Belvoir by means of his 
new found relation, he began to look on him with 

pleaſure, and before they ' parted in the 3 5 

enry was much in his favour. 

Lord Belvoir on retiring to his library did: not 


. 2 quite ſo much at eaſe with himſelf as he had 


uſually done; if this young man ſhould tattle now, 
What would r Lady ſax? e the 1 
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moſt probably ſay nothing, but what would be her 
thoughts? | 

A note lay on his writing table from Miſs Phebe 
Clark, the damſel of fifteen who adored him ; it 
was a little crookedly directed and ill- ſpelt, but 
what of that, the pretty fingers that wrote it were 
nevertheleſs enchanting. *©** Let me ſee,” ſaid the 
noble Lord, what the little angel ſays, if it were 
not for the conſideration 1 ought as a man of ho- 
nour to have for her, this unexpected rencontre 


with my grandſon, would half reform me, and. 


poſitively this girl ſhall be my laſt object of gallan- 
try ; his Lordſhip then broke the ſeal and read to 
his utter aſtoniſhment. _ 
Miss Phebe Clark, ſens complimens to Mr, 
gunſon, an his vert ſorree ſhe kant ſe him to nit. 
has the old lard his cum hom han ſhi hiſpecs him, 
but if her deer gunſun wil cum-to morra abot five 
a cloc the hold feler his. alway hingaged at that 
tim,” 
The Mr. Johnſon, ſo highly in Miſs Phebe - 
Clark's favour happened at that time- to wear his 
Lordſhip's livery as under Butler to his fon the 
prelate; this perſon had twice been ſeen coming 
out of tha innocent Miſs Phebe's lodgings, and be- 


ing a perſon of rather an. athletick make, it had 


given his Lordſhip a momentary alarm, but as he 
might be acquainted- with the people of the houſe, 
and as .Miſs Phebe Clark proteſted ſhe knew no- 
thing of the young man, my. Lord was ſatisfied; 
and Mifs rendered bold by ſucceſs gave way. to her 
inclinations ſor Mr. gunſun, to whom ſhe. had. di- 
reed by miſtake a very tender billet, Which ſhe 
deſigned for Lord Belvoir, and which for the be- 
nefit of thoſe readers who are unacquainted with 
that ſort of refined correſpondence, that- to. their 
crea be it ſpoken has more attractions for many 
0's: married 
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married men of faſhion than the molt. elegant 


epiſtle from their well educated wives, I here tranſ- 
cribe: | 
mi deer deer deer lord 8 
hi ham out of mi litel wit for goy that you har 
cum hom for hindeed hi hav bin ina nowree wile 
you was gon as monſeer and madam can tel, for 
wat as the world for mee wen you has not wi me ſo 
hopin I ſhall ſe you to nit or hin the mornin at 
furdeſt I remane your lovin 
| PHEBE CLARK. 


I have in the affair of Lavinia given an inſtance 
of the eaſe with which Lord Belvoir digeſted diſa- 
greeable events in matters of gallantry, the truth is, 


he was a gambler without avarice, and a libertine 


without paſſion; he fancied himſelf a man of great 
gallantry, and did not chuſe to renounce that cha- 
racter although it had long renounced him; Miſs 
Phebe's note came at a period very unfavourable to 
his hobby horſical notions, the beaſt had been rode 


[1 \ os death, and when he lay down to let his rider ea» 


fily off, Lord Belvoir thought he had taken an heroi- 
cal leap, he toſſed the unfortunate note into the fire, 
and ſent Miſs Phebe, as was his conſtant cuſtom, 
her parting douceur. | | 
„vill now poſitively reform and leave the wo- 
men to themſelves,” ſaid Lord Belvoir, as he put on 
his flannel wrappers and ſtepped into bed. | 
The next morning with the dawn Mrs. Burgeſs's 
ſervant was in St. James's ſquare, to enquire after 
her ſon, and he was rejoiced to hear ſhe was in 
much better health than ſhe had been for ſix months 
back; in the evening ſhe came to viſit him, but 
her look ſo ill accorded with returning health, and 
Clara as well as her huſband, beth ds: 
| er 
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her eagerneſs to ſee him had induced her to go out 
when ſhe was only fit for her chamber, Henry 
determined, after. conſulting Lady Belvoir, rather 
to riſk a relapſe himſelf than ſuffer his mother's 
clicate frame to be expoſed to danger, and to her 
infinite joy he accompanied her home, attended 15 
Matthew. ; 

At Clapham, Clara Elton was | his companion, 
and his fond mother, invalid as ſhe herſelf was, 
his nurſe; Mr. Burgeſs s affeQion naturally turned 
to the magnet that attracted his wife; never indeed 
Was real ſimplicity of manners ſo delightfully 
hiemded with harmony and love, as in this happy 
circle | 
In ſach a ſituation, how could our beg fail to 
recover his health and ſtrength? a few days: reſtor- 
ed him to both, _ 

Mr. Franklin, to whom he wrote, as ſoon as he 
diſcovered his family, was for the firſt time a mur- 
murer at the diſpenſations of Providence, his ſoul 
was at Clapham with the dear circle, but his body 
was confined by an untimely fit of the gout, at 
Eſher Manor, with a. pre viſn diſcontented ſiſter 
and her cormorant companion, for Mr. Downe had 
not yet compleated the family buſineſs that carried 
him to town. 

In the mean while rd and Lads Creſpigney 

returned. to London, and Henry was introduced by 
the Karl, hot only to him, but to every branch of 
the Belvoir, family, among whom was Lady Mar- 

garet Macnamara,' who diſguſted with the marri- 
age of her other great nephew, and tired of the di- 
viton in her family, more eſpec lilly, as ſhe. began 
to fancy nobody elſe cared for any thing about her 
but her money, took it into her head to be very 
fond of Auguſtus and Clara, on which account Lord 
and Lady r agreed he muſt be exceed- 


ingly 
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ingly ſly, and that Clara was a poor creeping thing; 


however, the preparations for their nuptials were 
in a ſtyke, notwithſtanding Mrs. Burgeſs's plain 
manner of living, that promiſed to make a conſi- 
derable eclat in the Belvoir family. 
But as there is no perfect happineſs in this life, 
our hero had not yet arrived to that ſummit which 
mortals in vain aſpire after. Ws” Ee 
He was reading to Clara, one fine morning, 
when Mr. Montgomery was announced; his fable 
habit and ferious countenance told the fate of the 
unhappy Mrs. Neſbit, who died before the pack- 
et, in which ſhe took her paſſage, reached the 
Bay of Biſcay, and he waited on Clara with a copy 
of her will, in which. ſhe. had made the diſpoſition: 
of her fortune which ſhe. promiſed in her letter. 


The young pair dropped a tear to her memory,, 


and the two friends embraced' with a joy chaſtened: 
by the concern an affeQionate brother felt for the. 


loſs of a beloved ſiſter. | 5 
Montgomery made his firſt viſit very ſhort, but 
engaged ſoon to repeat it, which he did within 


two days, when Miſs Gab became the ſubject of 


their converſation; the young ſailor wiſhed to aſk 
her of her father, but ſome how or other he felt 
queeriſh, ** and—and in fhort, Henry,” ſaid he, 
I with you wou'd do it for me, though faith I 
have very faint hopes of ſucceeding.” Oh,” 
anſwered Henry, © never fear, man, why you are 
nephew to a Counteſs, and couſin to a Lord; it is 
not in nature for my old friend Mrs. Gab to refuſe 
a ſon-in-law ſo allied, and as to her huſband, I 
believe I have ſome little ſecret influence there; 


we will prevail on Lady Belvoir to take us in her 


coach; and, my life for it, the coronet does. the 
buſineſs,” 8 
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Lady Belvoir was the relation who ſent Mont- 

gomery to ſea with Captain, Eſſence ;_ and the 
mamefal conduct of his elder brother and ſiſter had 
rendered her leſs incredulous, reſpecting the ill 
qualities his Captain imputed to him, than ſhe 
would otherwiſe have been: indeed ſhe conſidered 
that part of her family as a diſgrace, and wiſhed to 
forget they exiſted. But the worth of Montgo- 
mery, when atteſted by her favourite grandfon, was 
no ſooner known than. ſhe received him to her 
friendſhip, and affection, and very readily under- 
took to pay the viſit at Dowgate-hill, © 
Lady Creſpigney very ſeldom. now entered the 
city, but. having been this. day at court, and much. 
admired, was in ſuch high good humour with her- 
ſelf, that ſhe kindly reſolved to go to Dowgate- hill 
2 ſhe undreſſed, on purpoſe. to plague Mrs. 
„ e * 


ERA Pp TER LXI. 
; 8 hewing how 4 young Man may ak his Fortunss: 


Ea D Crefpigney. found. Mrs. Gab in her 
drawing room, elegantly dreſſed, and in high ſpi- 
rits; her ſon, Captain, or more properly Cornet 
Gab, was, as fe ſaid—and as we have endeavour- 
ed to convince our readers, a man of high ton; 
he was, indeed, as much deſpiſed as any fair faced, 
fine dreſſed, emaciated, young officer, who had 
* through all the hard duty in the environs of 
St. James's Park, could poſſibly be; he was, he 
told his. Ma, acquainted with all the young bucks 
of quality; but nothing new to the Captain, he 
ib d for to ſay the truth, there are a ſet of yuung 
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men of quality, who now grace the Britiſh nation, 


whoſe adions promiſe 10 retrieve the credit 
their elders have loſt, by, at leaſt, convineing the 
world, the deſtinction of ſexes yet remained among 
us; a matter the Mr. Gab's of the age have ren- 


dered extremely doubtful, and as nothing can be 


more hateful to real.manly ſpirit than the affeQati- 
on of effeminacy, and theſe other nothings, that 
Tonſtitute the no-charaQer of a modern beau, Mr, 

Gab was as little eſteemed by. the men, a few on- 
ly excepted, of his own ſtamp, as he was beloved 
by the women; he had 4 Signora, and that Sig- 


nora had a number of very good friends among her 


Eountry-men and.women, who teſtified attachment 
to her, by conſtantly viſiting her, infomuch that 
notwithſtanding Mr. Gab's genteel allowance, his 
commiſſion and ſrequent demands on Ma's purſe, 
the Captain often found himſelf at a loſs for ways 


and means ; and feeling more fear than love for 


the enchanting Signora, he had lately turned 


his idea towards women. in the way of mar- 
riage. FF 5 1 
At a maſquerade, he was ſo fortunate as to be 
ſingled out by a very fine figure in the habit of a 
nun, who having firſt known from himſelf who, 
and what he was, condeſcended to inform him ſhe 


was daughter to a deceaſed nobleman in the North, 
who had left her under the guardianſhip of an un- 


cle, from whom ſhe had eloped to avoid a marſiags 
with his ſon, a perſon ſhe deteſted, and that for 


* 
* 


Private. = . N 1 
N) fortune is made, thought Cornet Gab, and 
he became violently in love with Lady Vina. 

The acquaintance ſo auſpiciouſly began, was 
carried on with wonderful caution and privacy, (his 
Ma' being the Cornet's confidante) for one month, 


When 


fear of a diſcovery ſhe was obliged to live very 
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| when the enamoured pair were united by banns, 
and Lady Vina Gab was paying her firſt viſit to her 
huſband's mother, on the evening Lady Creſpigney, 
out of her extreme good-nature, exhibited her 
ſplendor on Dowgate-hill, 

Mrs. Gab begged leave to interdooſe her daugh- 
ter- in- law, the Right Honourable Lady Vina Gab, 
a North Country perſon of quality, who had fallen 
in love with the Captain, her ſon then preſent, _ 
Lady Creſpigney eyed the bride with a true 
faſhionable ſtare ; ſuch'a one, as few young, brides. 
eould have withſtood; and as Lady Vina Gab re- 
turned look for look, without the leaſt embarraſſ- 
ment on her features, Lady Creſpigney thought 
the thing, might be. This important matter was. - 
hardly over when a thundering rap at the door ſet 
Mrs. Gab in a violent flutter, and ſhe was near 
fainting with joy and ſurpriſe, at hearing Lady 
Belvoir, Mr. Macnamara and Mr. Montgomery an- 
nounced; Lady Creſpigney was ſhocked that her 
mother-in-law ſhould detect her in ſuch low com- 
pany, and Lady Vina actually bluſhed. 1 
I have taken the liberty, Mrs. Gab,” ſaid the 


venerable Counteſs, to wait on you for the ſole 


purpoſe of introducing to you, my nephew Mr. 
Montgomery... | 18 79 15 
Sophia fat trembling on the ſopha, and Lady 
Creſpigney advanced to make her curtſey, ** ſhe 
hoped her Ladyſhip was well to day,” and retreat< 
ed to her ſeat to examine her complexion in hex 
pocht gf. 
My ſtars, my Lady, why ſure you mean for 
to joke; why lord, is not that there the ſailor man, 
that came here to enquire aſte. = 56 
Me, I preſume, madam,” ſaid our hero, 
bowing-as he advanced. 1 

8 „ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Gab coloured, I wonder, Miſter Con- 
way, or whatever your name is, you have the aſ- 


ſurance “ Hold, Mrs. Gab,” interrupted the 


Counteſs, here have been ſome miſtakes, which- 
U beg you will give me leave to re&ify ; permit 
me to have half an hour's chat wan you in ano- 
ther apartment.“ 


% To be ſure, my Lady, if you deſire it; bot, 


indeed, that low vulgar feller 
20h my grand-ſon,” ſaid-the-Counteſs very ſe- 
rioufly, **- come, madam, let me follow you into 
the next room, you will thereby ſave yourſelt many 
_ apologies.” 
27:0 Your Ladyſhip ſurpriſes me—your grand-ſon : 
But give me leave to interdooſe my daughter, 
Lady Vina Gab—-my ſon Captain Gab—“ 
Henry was paying his reſpects to Lady Creſpig- 


ney, and the mode Montgomery had found his 


way to the ſopha, where Mifs Gab was ſitting; 
ſo that Lady Vina Gab had been overlooked, but 


mme pompous manner in which ſhe was mentioned 


by her huſband's mother-engaged their.notice. 
« My God,” cried our hero Lavinia Ortho- 


| dox”—It was that-identical Lady, who had impoſe 


ed herſelf. on the. noble Captain for a Northern 
heireſs, and aQually in that character had drawn 
him into; a. marriage with her. 
„The ſame, Mr. Dellmore,“ anſwered ſhe, 
with a non- chalance that honoured her Trp 
_ ence. 
« How is that v cried Mrs. Gab. « Are you 
nat then a Lady?“ £ 
&« No, madam, nor an heireſs,” anſwered Lavi- 


nia, but your ſon's lawful wife, and your dutiful 


daughter.” | 5 
Out of my houſe, thou. chest, e Ga 


eried the enraged, Mrs, Gab. « [ti is only another 


miſtake,” ” 


422 
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miſtake,” ſaid the Counteſs, mildly. * Come, ma- 


| Yam, be patient, indulge me with the requeſted in- 
terview.“ 


4 Oh l' ſaid the e Kirk: Gab,” „ FE 
am ruined, my ſon is ruined, and we are all ru- 
ind.? 

« As to that, Mrs. Gab, ” fad the undaunted 
Lavinia, „Mr. Dellmore can inform you, Lavinia 
Orthodox, is, at leaſt, an equal match for Coronet 
Gab, and if you have a mind to encourage me, L 
may poſſibly make him a good wife; he cannot get 
into worſe hands than thoſe from which I took. 
him; but if you and ie chuſe to reject me, I need 
not, 1 preſume, inform you, I muſt be maintained.. 
Come, fir, will you follow me, or ſtay with your. 
ris * 

The Captain heſitated; and the I. ady flouneed 
ond of the room. He looked round and met the 
eyes of our hero; he recolle cted certain money 
tranſactions; he beard his mother rave; he figur- 
ed to himſeif the rage of the Signora, and he 
thought proper to follow his ſpouſe. 

After one half hour's retirement with the Count - 
esd, Mrs. Gab returned to the company. Whe- 
ther it was owing to the Lady's wiſe arguments, 
or whether Mrs. Gab ſecretly comforted herſelf, 
im the idea of the quality connexions, her daughter's 
marriage with Montgomery would enſure, remains 
to be determined ; be the cauſe what it would, the 
effect was truly ſurpriſing, for ſhe returned to the 
company without a ſingle trace of vexation on her 
_ - countenance, and full of an invitation Lady Bet 
voir had given her to bring Mr. Gab and her 
daughter to dine with her the next day. 
Mr. Gab, bo had been at Bath on account of 
7 fome diſorders to which he was ſubjeQ, was that 
nn expected home, and his = Lady mean- 


ing, 


„ rr 
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ing, without doubt, an agreeable ſurpriſe for her 


| ſpouſe, intended to have introduced to him his ſon's 
wife, on his return home; but as matters had turn- 


end out, it was not a very. agreeable” office 10 ac- 


| quaint him with the part /be had. herſelf taken in her 
on's marriage; ſhe therefore left Sophia the un- 
_ pleaſing narration, and when that was concluded, 
gaye herſelf the particulars of Lady Belvoir's viſit, 
and with great ſatisfaQtion adverted to the gran- 
8 of thoſe proſpeQs, that were opening for 
0 la. a „„ : 
Fond as Mr. Gab was of Sophia, the change in 
her mother's fentiments towards her children, as 
e now ſpoke in terms of the ſtrongeft contempt 
or her ſon, and in the moft extravagant ſtyle of 
the perfections of her daughter, he could not help 
feeling concern to hear of his ſon's marriage, and 
the cheat put upon him, and by qm. 


Captain Gab ſhared very little of his father's. af- | 


to a common woman—one he had himſelf kept, 


mocked him extremely. To reflect on his wiſe for 


cConniving at a clandeſtine marriage, was to war 
with the elements; and to talk of honour and, in- 


tegrity was ſpeakin a language ſhe woyld not un- 
Jerftand be therefore ſilentiy reproached himſelf 
for his connexion with Lavinia, and forbore to ar- 
_- The vexation he could not help feeling, rentler- 
ed him very unfit for the grand viſit, which kept 


£ 


| his wife awake moſt part of the night; but ſhe begged 
| and frayed—and Sophia too, contrary.to her uſual 


cuſtom, gave ger unaſked opinian»—ſhe thought ber 

papa's not going would laok very odd, as Lady Bel- 

voir had honoured them with ſo preſſing) an invi- 
| n. 4 4 1 REY of 1 . 5 3 ' 24 1 GP 
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„Well, Sophia,” ſaid the fond father, I ſee 
you like this young fellow, and as I would give 
half my fortune to make you happy, I'll go—but 
your brother and his wife ſticks in my gizzard, L 
can tell you that.” „ 


& If Sophia marries Lady Belvoir's nephew,“ 
anſwered Mrs. Gab, bridling, ** my advice is, to 
ſettle an annuity on the degenerate feller, and ſend 
them in the country, where they may not diſgrace 
the family.” 5 5 Pas | 
„ What—given up your ſon, already?“ 
„ Poh, poh, Mr. Gab, you are always talking 
of nonſenſe——now, pray dreſs yourſelf decently, 
Come, Sophy, my dear, your hair-drefler Waits. 

The important article of dreſs being over, the 

Gab family were ſet down at the Earl of Belvoir's, 
where Mr. and Mrs. Gab gave their full conſent 
to the union of Mr. Montgomery and their daugh- 
ter, and the nuptials of our hero and Clara were 
ee the ſame day; but, as I before ſaid, 
, e uncertainty of human events protratted the 

fter. | 
Mrs. Burgeſs's inward dejeQion, the grief and 
anxiety of — mind, and total e ee. thoſe. 
delights ſhe beheld other mothers enjoy in mater- 
nal care and filial love, had many years been un- 
dermining her conſtitution; and the further ſhock 
to her new revived hopes in the apprehenſion of 
his death in ſe deplorable a fituation, after ſhe ha 
received certain information that our hero was her 
ſon, completed her fate. | ; 

A deep decline, into which the anguiſh of her 
mind had thrown her, could not be removed by 
_ the happy recovery of her ſon, and ſo extremely 

delicate was her conſtitution, that joy, unalloyed 
Joy, had nearly as fatal an effect on her * 
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and was attended with the ſame baneful conſe- 
quences, ſhe had before ſuffered from grief. 

I am better, my Auguſtus; thou haſt remov- 
ed ſorrow from my heart, and in thy preſence I. 
feel no bodily. pain.” This was tlie dying mo- 
ther's anſwer to her ſon's daily enquiries. But, 
alas! the languid flaſh that at times overſpread her 


benign countenance was the hectic fever that at- 


tends the laſt ſtage of a eonſumption, and the ani- 
mated beams that ſhot from her eyes were the 
harbingers of the feraphic-peace to which her ſoul 


was aſpiring; and her diſſolution was rapidly ap- 


proaching, when her fond huſband; and affection- 
ate ſon, were flattering themſelves ſhe was as ra- 


pidly recovering. 


She had been in remarkable good ſpirits, and 


feitling with Mr. Burgeſs how her own fortune, 
which he inſiſted on giving her ſon, ſhould be diſ- 
| poſed of moſt to his advantage, when ſeized with 
a ſudden pain in. her ſtomach, ſhe ſunk into her 
huſband's arms. 

J believe I am dying,“ aid ſhe,. the cold 
ſweat ſtanding on her forehead: 

God forbid,” cried her ſon. 

Fly for Bodo Littleton,“ ſaid the aſfightee 
board. 15 

e Stay, my dear huſband be not alarmed, my 


beloved ſon, 7 know I am dying,” ſaid the expiring 


ſaint— Aff human aid is ineffectual; Clara, my 
amiable young friend, bleſs my Auguſtus, and let 
your. united duty to this good man, end only wit fi 

ur lives; perhaps it was ſelfiſh, perhaps it was, 
in ſome degree, cruel to you, my dear friends, I 
could not, though I knew the fiat that determines 
my exiſtence was paſt, deprive myſelf of the com» 
fort of * a 


ro 


pected my end was fo near. 


JUVENTLE -INDISCRETIONS. 309 
* You would not have been ſo, had you ſuſ- 


[] 


We part but to meet, where no worldly evil, 


no deſigns of the wicked can reach us. 


“Daniel, thou wilt afluredly be among the 


choſen of our pure God; my regrets at parting 


with thee, are, therefore, but temporary, we have 
lived together. as free from ſin as it was · in the pow- 
er of corrupted nature to do thou wilt lament thy 


Rebecca for a time, but thou wilt then rejoice in 


her releaſement for thee, my ſon, for thee 
Clara, what ſays thy favourite poet? I hope ! 
do not ſin in remembering it at this awful me» 
ment”—and fixing her languid eyes on her ſon, 
while a tear dropped on his hand N 


* For thee, my ſon, I wept my liſe away.“ 


When, after a pauſe, rendered more affecting 
from the pain ſhe viſibly felt W 


% No dire diſeaſe bereaved me df thy breath, e 
« 'Thou, thou, my ſon, wer't my diſeaſe and death. 
„ Unkindly with my love, my fon conſpir'd, 
„For thee I liv'd, for abſent thee expir'd, + 


« Is that right, my gentle Clara? Ohl my 


Auguſtus, muſt I indeed, muſt I leave thee, but 


promiſe thou wilt never ſorſake the paths of the 
upright! Thou haſt, it is true, been trained up in 
a faith contrary to mine, but true chriſtian prin- 

ciples are the ſame among all the ſects that wor- 
{hip one God, and look with hope to one Redeem- 
er: when thy heart is aſſailed by vanity, tien re- 


Collect the purity. and ſimphcity, the robe of in- 


*nocence in which thy mother met her Gd. 


6 SGrieve 
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* Greve not, my beloved.” her voice failed 
her, ſhe ſunk into thoſe weak faintings to which 


ſhe was ſubjeQ, and expired without uttering ano- 
ther word. 


ee 


* * 5 


£ 
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EY Return to Ee and case e C7 
[Te 2 
T x was now, ij the firſt time, that our hero felt pt 
natural ſorrow, and he retired to vent thoſe tears kr 
in ſolitude which ere burſt from a heart ſa 
rent with filial love. | by 
Lady. Belvoir would have mw on him. to he 
go with them to Derbyſhire, but no conſideration gc 
could induce him to leave Mr. Burgeſs. - As to id; 


Clara, delicacy, required ſhe ſhould remove from 
the houſe Where her lover dwelt, and where ſhe 
had no female protection. She ſent for Jemima, 
and immediately fet off for the manor. 


Mr. Franklin had been again confined with the ge 
es but, as ſoon as Clara told her melancholy 7 
he went to London to comfort his friends, pl. 

and prevail on Mr. Burgeſs to leave the ſeene of ee 
his forrow, and return with him to Eſher. And fal 


| our hero, when the laſt fad reſpect was paid his 
mother, wanted no perſuaſion. to attend his be- 
loved beneſactor, and to follow his Clara. He 
took leave of the Belvoir family, who were pre- 
= paring to go to their reſpective country ſeats, all 
| but Lady Margaret, who told Mr. Franklin ſhe 


meant to ſet her cap at him, and would viſit the 
manor in the courſe of the ſummer. 
When 
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When Henry faw Eſher Manor, „Oh, my 

dear benefactor, v cried. he, “ how many times, 
Gnce I left this abel ſpot, have I thought 


« While the dear vale in diſtant proſpect lies, 
„ With . nn could 1 2 2 ee 
%. And Ten my and in 1 your own mlatzza; 
may they be eloſed, " faid Mr. Franklin emphati- 


44 Toſte the ancke Work this loved a riſe ; 


| cally. 


Mrs. Done, having heard fome Aying reports 


of her huſband, was ſet out for: London, perhaps 


purpoſely choofing a different route from that the 
knew her brother and his party would travel, the tl 
fame day they arrived at the manor. 

On this occafion, Mrs. Hudfon, at the Buck's- - 
head, who ſtill maintained her ground inthe *Squire's 
good graces, without (as ſhe affirmed) the remoteſt 
idea of currying. favour, but merely in reſpect to 
the honorable' Squire Macnamara, to whom her ſon 
Mit was now gentleman out of livery, roafted a 


| whole ox, made a quantity of puddings, and gave 


away as much ale of her own brewing as the villa- 


gers would drink; for which, a matter not, as ſhe 


faid, ſuſpected by her, Mr. Franklin paid her don- 


ble the value; the ringers rang double peals, the the 


eolours were hoiſted on the church, and an univer- 
fal jubilee took place over the whole vale of Efher. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orthodox were, according to an- 
cient cuſtom, in waiting; but Mrs. Cadogan, while 


her heart fprang almoſt out of her boſom, and a 
flood of joyous Kbps flowed from her eyes, ſat at 


home in her own little dwelling, till the impatient 


meſſage, requeſting her immediate N at the 
| Manor, reached her. 


Clare 
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Clara threw herſelf into the good woman's arms: 
Now, Mrs. Cadogan, now, my worthy friend, you 


may congratulate your Clara, my Auguſtus is here 


The is well —and we part no more. 


Mr. Orthodox preſented Mr. Macnamara witn 


a Latin ode, on the joyful event of his return to the 
manor, in which was an equal quantity ef ſincerity 


and common ſenſe, which was civilly accepted ne- 


verthe leſs. 


Aﬀer a few days Pelſed with the utmoſt, 3 


to Mr. Franklin, in viſiting the walks and places, 
heretofore rendered delightful by the company of 
his young friend, the latter began to murmur at the 
delay cuſtom required ſhould be made to his marri- 
age, on account of their mourning. 

« As if,” ſaid he, it were not enough, that 1 
have loſt. my beloved mother, but '#hat. misfortune 
muſt be ag 3 by my being deprived of the 

poſſeſſion o Clara. „ 50") 

MIS bluſhed. * [t-muſt be, Auguſtus,” „* 

&« ] feel it muſt, my angel.” 

% What muſt be ?” ſaid Lady Margaret Li 
mara, who une xpectedly entered the ſaloon at that 
moment, | am obliged to go to Scotland on ſome 


private buſineſs, and I have-reſolved to ſee. you two 


made one before I leave England. You, Auguſtus, 


- ſhall be my heir; and you, Clara, are the beſt 
irl Lever knew. I have been myſelf the ſſave of 
orm all my life-time, and I have lived long enoagh 
in the world to know | have exchanged ſubſtance 


for air, my pride will not now enliven one ſolitary, 


bour, nor have all the forms l have ſo ſtrictly adher- 
ed to, procured me one diſintereſted friend; | there». 


fore, adviſe, nay, I command you to be happy as 

ſoon, and to remain ſo as long as you can. 
„Jou, Auguſtus, have loſt your mother, a ye» 
ry good woman ſhe undoubtedly was; but ycu, 
Cara, 
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Clara, ſhould tor that reaſon think how- incumbent 
it is on you to comfort him, by giving him another 
boſom friend in the room ot her he has loſt,” 
„Dear madam,” ſaid Clara, a few months”? 
“ You talk like a child,” interrupted Lady Mar- 
garet, * look back, how many more ſurpriſing e- 
vents than icparating vou tor ever, have happened 
within you: own knowledge in the the laſt few 
months”. | 

Auguſtus uddered, he enfolded her in his arms. 
They were then joined by. Mr. Franklin and, Mr. 
Burgeſs, à d on their being appealed to, the opi- 
nion of tne latter decided the matter.. 

„ Tf, ſaid he, © the ſpirits of the juſt made per- 
fect could ivok down on imperfe& mortals ; it m- 
Rebecca were here, to that exact purpoſe would 
her reaſo!:ing be; I am the real mourner for the 
partner of my foul ; I ſhould conſider the moſt diſ- 
tant thought of levity, as an injury to her memory”; 
but I could witneſs thy eſpouſals, to this damſel 
with joy, becauſe were ſhe now in exiſtence I know 
it would be my Rebecca's joy alſo. __ 1 
I might here have added two or three Chapters, 
by giving every particular of the wedding, and a 
deſcription of the dreſſes, jewels, and equipage; 
and td thoſe, I might alſo have added, how one half 
of the world envied the bride, while the other were 
burſting with the ſame agreeable ſenſation towards 
the huſband ; and ſo on, contrived to end my hif- 
tory in the act of employing all mankind ; but, I 
think, and ſo poſſibly will their honours the Review- 
ers, that the book is .quite long enough, already, 
more eſpecially as without thoſe auxiliaries there 
might be a vaſt deal more ſaid on many of the weighs. 
ty matters, on which it has ſo judiciouſly treated, 
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particularly Juvenile Indiſcretions; but as that is a 


ſubject, which like a ſnow-ball gathers as it rolls, I 
ſhall only beg the readers patience while I take a 


decent leave of the reſt of the characters who have 


figured in the courſe of this hiſtory; and firſt, to be- 


gin with the church. 


Doctor Orthodox lived to Shakef youre ſeventh 
age. 


& Second childiſhneſs, and mere oblivion, | 
44 Sans teeth, ſans eyes, ſans taſte, ſans every thing,” 


And he died rich, when two things followed which 
the reader will expect, one was a diviſion of his 
wealth, between his wife and two daughters, and 
the other a preſentation of the living of Eſher to 


Mr. Cadogan ; but I ſhould have firſt told my rea- 


der, that that ſtupid being returned from Eldorado, 
without a ſingle red ſheep, or pebble of the coun- 
try ; in other words, he returned from India juſt 
as poor as when he left England; and what is yet 


| ſtranger, Captain Manly landed on Britiſh ground 
much in the ſame predicament ; the matter was, 


they were not of the right fort to accumulate 


wealth in India; but Mr. Macnamara got the 


Captain into the Houſe of Commons, where, as 
he could talk pretty loud, and tolerably faſt, and 
withal could make a graceful uſe of his hands, as 


figures in rhetoric, he obtained the monſtrous re- 
ward for his in and out door ſervices, of a Colonel 


of Marines, 
Mrs, Cadogan was Mrs. Macnamars' s friend md 
Fonfidante to the end of the chapter, x | 
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Lord Belvoir left London and the ladies of the 
town, to the infinite regret of many a ſmart fel- 
low, who kept a girl at his Lordſhip's expence z 
but the thing was not to be avoided, as he. was 
called on to ſettle a few trifling matters in another 
world, juſt as he had ſound out he had forſaken 
the noble ſyſtem of gallantry, a year or two before 
it was neceſſary, and had actually entered into a 


treaty with a farmer's daughter, for the purpoſe 


of again indulgiag his dear penchant for intrigue. _ 
Lady Belvoir and her two daughters, are actual 

characters, however heterogeneous ſome people 

may think them. | 
Lord and Lady Creſpigney are one of the hap- 


pieſt pairs in the world, that is, they are high ton 


and politely hate each other. 

Lady Margaret Macnamara lived to adopt Mr. 
Macnamara's eldeſt fon, but the left him her large 
fortune, on condition of his refiding at a ſeat ſhe 
built on the banks of Killarney, and ſhe gave her 
fine houſe in Dublin to Clara, on the ſame condi- 
tion; ſo that notwithſtanding their Engliſh polleſ< 
fions, Mr. Maenamara's family live half their time 
in Ireland. 

Captain Gab and Lavinia live as a ba of the 
guards and a belle of the town may be expected to 
live; they quarrel, drink and ſwear one hour, and 
the next are as amorous as doves. Mr. Gab ſet- 
tled his ſon's fortune in ſuch a manner on him, that 


he can only receive it quarterly, otherwiſe we 


might have added poverty to this account, as Cap- 
tain Gab, as well as his fair ſpouſe, has fuch an 


agreeable manner of diſſipating ready money, that 
60s few thouſands ſhe received as her ſhare of her 
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father's fortune, made a quick tranſition from the 
noble Captain's purſe, into thoſe of their nu- 
merous ſriends and acquaintances in a very ſhort 


time. 


Mr. Gab died ſoon after his daughter's marri- 


age, and Air. Peter Martin having procured a 
riſe in the office, by the intereſt of Mr. Montgo- 
mery, who was applied to by Mrs. Gab on that 
occaſion, had the good fortune to prevail on the 
rich widow to accept his hand, and a wonderful 
happy couple are Peter Martin, Eſq; aged 25, and 
Mrs. Gab that was, Mrs. Martin that is, aged 58; 
it is indeed, ſaid, that the Lady does not deſpair 
of having the Sir added to her huſband's Peter. 


Jemima married Enſign Wells, and her huſband. 


being comfortably ſetiled, as ſteward to the ſquire 


in the room of old Downe, who in imitation of his 


betters, reſigned his place, when he ſuſpected he 
ſhould be turned out, ſhe had the felicity to be the 
fineſt-lady in the village, and leads the faſhions in 
Eſher to this day, and her mother and ſiſter con- 


tinue to educate young ladies, for the benefit of the 
riſing generation. 


Mr. Puffardo is the great man * the little place, 
where he condeſcends to reſide, and his wife, to 


his extreme mortifica tion, ſtill lives the moſt nota- 


ble-dame in the pariſh, 
Billy Holcomb is returned to Jamaica, where, 
as he was not found adequate to the profeſſion of 
the law, he acts as clerk, or ftore-keeper to his 
parents, whoſe buſineſs is now in a very proſper- 
ous way, and there is little doubt but the family 


will be able in a few years to return to their na- 


tive country in great ſplendour Mr. and Mrs. 
Holcomb, 
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Holcomb, as well as their ſon, being particular- 
ly well qualified to ſhine in the great world. 

Mrs. Downe, having diſcovered that Mr. Downe 
had a tendre for a town damſel, not ſtrictly con- 
ſiſtent with the nuptial vow, inſiſted on a fepa- 
ration, to which Mr. Downe thought proper to 


demur, till the ſquire ſettled an annuity on him 


for his life, when he made one bow ſerve his 
wite and miſtreſs, and left England a gentleman at 
large. 

Mrs. Downe now in the centre of politics, i is em- 
ployed in writing. againſt monarchy, in defence of 
ariſtocracy, and it is rumoured ſhe means to viſit 
America, the fame of her talents having reached 


the wiſe body of people there, who, it is ſaid, wiſh 


to have the aſſiſtance of the learned Mrs. Downe, 
in framing a code of laws tor the uſe of the com- 
mon-wealth. 

Sophia is a counterpart of Clara, and Montgo- 
mery a genuine Britiſh ſeaman and an Iriſh gentle- 
man; what more can language add in his praiſe ? 
The ſtricteſt intimacy ſtill ſubſiſts between him and 
his friend, and the ſimilarity of their ladies diſpoſi- 
tions unites them in undeviating affe ction. 

Mr. Oldham's family continues to be patronized 


by Mrs. Macnamara's family, friends and connec- 


tions. 


Janet, handſomely provided for by Mrs. Neſbit, is 
queen of her company in dear little Ireland, and pro- 
teſts againſt a third marriage, except ſhe could be 
ſhoor auld Mac was hanged, and a Dublin lad 
would offer to ſucceed him. | 

Mr. Burgeſs and Mr. Franklin continued their | 
cordial intercourſe white they lived; and they were 


__ 
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gathered to their-forefathers before they arrived 


at the ſeventh age. Mr. Franklin ſettled a hand- 
ſome annuity on his ſiſter, and leſt.a few legacies 


to his friends, among whom, the landlady of the 
Buck's Head was not forgotten; - but the bulk of 


his fortune, as well as that ot: Mr. Burgeſs, they 


bequeathed to Mr. Macnamara, who from the va- 
rious accumulations of wealth that centered in him 
and his lovely wife, is accounted one of the rich- 
eſt commoners in England or Ireland ; he regularly 
ſpends a year alternately in each kingdom, and is one 
of the very tew gentlemen, now exiſting, whoſe at- 


tachment to both countries is equal, and whoſe. 


political opinions are, that the ſtricter their uni- 
on, the greater their glory. 


The whole tenor of Mr. Maenamara's life has 


m it a proper degree of that ſpirit and dignity that 

diſtinguiſhes the Belvoir and Montgomery family, 
blended with the poor and hurable virtues of his 
mother; every thing about him has an air of 
grandeur and magnikcence, that proclaims the real 
man of faſhion ; but he deſpiſes ſhew and oſten- 
tation; he has been offered a title that has lain 
dormant in his family, but he prefers the private 
poſt of honour, and is content to be called an 
honeſt man; he is a tender and polite huſband, 
a fond father, and a zealous and ſteady friend; 
the dictates of his conſcience are laws by which 
he is governed, and as that would ſeverely re- 


proach him, if his dying mother's injunctions were 


forgotten, there can be no doubt but he is. 
a moral, and though not a zealot, a religious 


He 
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He is bleſt with a large family of fine chil- 
dren, whoſe education both himſelf and Mrs, 
 Macnamara perſonally ſuperintend, being convinc- 
ed from their own experience, that to train up 
a child in the way he ſhould go, is the ſureſt 
preſervative from 
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